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Climate Action
Project of the Year: West Coats Primary School

Inspired by the shocking fact that 18,000 tonnes of pumpkin are wasted annually in the UK our school launched
the Pumpkin Power Challenge to stop pumpkin “guts” going to landfill. Every class received a pumpkin with one
clear mission: use every part. From P1 to P7 and The Treehouse, the whole school took part. Younger pupils
painted geometric prints, made pumpkin soup and hummus, cooked and shared food with the infant
department, learned about lifecycles of pumpkins and roasted seeds for birds. P3 classes supported younger
pupils by sharing pumpkin flesh for cooking. P4 turned pumpkins into bird feeders, baked pumpkin loaf and
spiced seeds. P5 used seeds as maths manipulatives and made pumpkin pasta. P6 transformed pumpkins into
vases, created recycled paper flowers and composted leftovers. P7 extracted DNA from pumpkin flesh and
investigated seed structure before feeding seeds to wildlife. Across the school, seeds were eaten, planted,
composted or given to birds — nothing was wasted. The project linked directly to Climate Action by tackling
food waste and highlighting how landfill creates methane, a harmful greenhouse gas. Pupils learned about
circular economy principles, biodiversity and sustainable food choices. Many families reported roasting seeds
and cooking pumpkins at home, showing real behaviour change. The project supported Health and Wellbeing,
Sciences, Numeracy and Expressive Arts. It transformed a traditionally wasteful seasonal activity into a
celebration of sustainability. In the heart of Scotland’s rich landscape, our pupils demonstrated that small,
collective actions can make a meaningful difference. We did not just carve pumpkins. We honoured them. We
used them. We learned from them. And most importantly — we kept them out of landfill.
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Eco-Committee of the Year:
Harrysmuir Primary School

The school's Eco and Forest Committee is one of the most hard working groups of children | have had the
pleasure to lead. As class teacher and Eco Co-Ordinator/Outdoor Lead, | established a voluntary Wednesday
Eco and Forest committee two years ago to support pupils in achieving their shared action plan. Each class is
represented by one Eco Rep and one Forest Rep, resulting in 18 committed children who attend weekly with
enthusiasm—no matter the weather! The committee works closely with outside agencies and consistently
demonstrates META skills such as initiative, curiosity and collaboration. Notable achievements include planting
200 trees in the local community with the Woodland Trust, weekly litter picks across the school and local green
spaces, and leading environmental events such as the Big Bird Watch, the Big Plastic Count and Fairtrade
Fortnight. Pupils also grow a wide range of fruit and vegetables in our polytunnel and planters, using the
produce to develop cross curricular skills in literacy, maths, STEM and life skills. The children regularly lead
assemblies to share progress and inspire their peers, and several choose to litter pick in their own time with
their families. | am immensely proud of their passion for nature and sustainability and confident this
commitment will continue throughout their lives. Recognition from Keep Scotland Beautiful would celebrate
their dedication and show them that their positive actions reach far beyond the local community.
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Eco-Coordinator of the Year:
Jo Wright, Hardgate Primary School

Miss Wright (Jo) has been an outstanding eco-coordinator. Jo works tirelessly to ensure that not only her class, not
only the Eco-Committee, but every child in the school several times a week takes part in some eco-related activity.
That is not just in a designated week or for a special event. It is every week, every term. Jo has done this by inspiring
not just the children and her colleagues but also the wider community and local relevant groups. This is key as we
are a small rural school of three classes. We do not have a large number of staff to call upon. Thus for eco friendly
initiatives to be sustained, we need the support of the wider community. It is relatively easy to have one off "green
events'. But to make eco issues and initiatives a fundamental part of school life, that takes passion, commitment,
and relentless hard work. Jo does this because she cares that our children truly do value their local environment as
well as being able to articulate wider global concerns such as climate change.

Let me give an example. The school has had access to a wood across the road from the school. Prior to Jo starting,
this was little used by the children. Working with the nursery next door and through finding volunteers, Jo with the
help of the children, has transformed it into a wonderful outdoor learning environment. Every child in the school
now accesses this every week of the year (yes, even in the cold and the rain!). The woods are open to the public at
all times so all the improvements made in terms of improving access, clearing paths etc has benefitted the wider
community. In recognition of this, two members of the Eco-group travelled to the Scottish Parliament to be
presented with the Scottish Finest Woods Award. None of this would have happened without Jo.
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