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Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that enables action 
on sustainable development by working with charities and 
communities to change behaviour to reduce carbon emissions 
and environmental impact.

Having been an established part of the environmental landscape 
for 50 years, we are unique in drawing together government, 
local authorities, businesses, community groups and individuals 
in a common cause.

We are committed to playing our part in Scotland’s transition to a 
low carbon nation, and the Conversations About COP21 process 
has provided a unique opportunity to engage with new audiences, 
particularly those not already engaged with environmental 
issues or with Keep Scotland Beautiful’s work, in order to begin 
conversations about the challenge of climate change.

Through our activities, we aim to win the hearts and minds of 
Scotland’s people – our passion is to make Scotland a cleaner, 
greener and more sustainable place to live, work and visit.
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Foreword

Derek A Robertson  
Chief Executive 
Keep Scotland Beautiful

“On behalf of Keep Scotland Beautiful, I am very pleased to present 
our Conversations About COP21 Summary Report which gives 
voice to the people of Scotland’s views on climate change and the 
issues that will be discussed in Paris in December.  It summarises 
the findings of our public consultation during the autumn of 2015 
on the UN climate change negotiations, the 21st Convention of 
Parties in Paris (COP21).  

We have gathered the views of a broad cross-section of 
people in Scotland from young people to public bodies, 
businesses and communities about COP21 and the 
significant issues and challenges around climate 
change action that will be discussed at the negotiations 
in December 2015.  We undertook this consultation 
to increase the Scottish public’s engagement and 
participation in the global conversation taking place 
right now on climate change.

It is accepted that human influence on the climate 
system is clear and climate change is already 
happening and having impacts now.   Significant wide-
spread action locally, nationally and globally is needed 
to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and adapt to the 
impacts of a changing climate.  2015 is a monumental 
year in the pathway to addressing climate change and 
at this crucial time we wanted to challenge the myth 
that people don’t care about climate change.

Our work on COP21 has been two-fold.  As members 
of the Stop Climate Chaos (Scotland) Coalition we 
have contributed to the Coalition’s work to campaign 
for an ambitious deal in Paris.  We have also chosen 
to maintain our focus on people and communities 
in Scotland and have worked to bring them in to the 
conversation. Our approach is to put people and places 
at the heart of everything we do.  It was therefore 
appropriate that Conversations About COP21 sought 
to engage and empower people across the country to 
have their voice heard on this important topic. 

The fact that more than 800 people participated 
in this conversation, over a period of eight weeks, 
demonstrates the strong connection we have with the 
people of Scotland.  Our approach to engaging people 
through focus groups, workshops, and an online survey 
has provided us with robust results and conclusions.  
The Summary Report, particularly the finding that 93% 
of respondents stated that they were concerned about 
climate change, demonstrates that people do care 

about climate change and its impact on them and their 
environment.

While Conversations About COP21 has primarily 
been about engaging people in Scotland with COP21, 
it was also a key mechanism for people to tell us what 
actions they would like to see on climate change in the 
post-Paris landscape in Scotland.  We are committed 
to demonstrating leadership and action on climate 
change and to contributing to the required longer term 
actions in Scotland on climate change.  We will use 
the findings in this report to develop new initiatives to 
support and encourage action on climate change.

We hope that all our stakeholders, partners and the 
Scottish Government will use this report as a briefing 
paper that summarises what people in Scotland think 
about the key issues which are to be discussed at 
COP21.  We believe that this Summary Report should 
assist the Scottish Government as they push for an 
ambitious new international agreement on climate 
change.  This Summary Report will provide a useful 
reference point for people in Scotland as they contribute 
to further discussions about how we can best support 
action on climate change in Scotland.

Finally, I’d like to thank every individual who participated 
in the conversation and all of the organisations who 
helped promote it and contributed to such a large 
number of people participating in a relatively short 
space of time. We look forward to a fair and ambitious 
agreement being secured at Paris that will  help increase 
the pace of action on climate change.”
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This Summary Report details the findings from Conversations About COP21, Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s public consultation on the UN climate change negotiations 21st Convention of 
Parties in Paris (COP21).

At this crucial time Keep Scotland Beautiful wanted to increase the Scottish public’s engagement and participation in 
the global conversation taking place right now on climate change and challenge the myth that people don’t care about 
climate change.

Keep Scotland Beautiful has gathered views across a broad spectrum of people in Scotland from young people to 
public bodies, businesses and communities. This report summarises the findings from the consultation.  Keep Scotland 
Beautiful engaged with over 800 people through focus groups, workshops, and an online survey has provided us with 
robust results.

Executive Summary

Key findings from this report include:

   93% of respondents stated that they were concerned about climate change, 
demonstrating that people do care about climate change and its impact on them and 
their environment.

    85% of respondents said that they would like to see a new legally binding international 
agreement emerging from COP21, this shows that the public would like to see an 
ambitious deal come out of the Paris talks.

    84% of respondents agreed that action on climate change will improve people’s quality 
of life, showing that people recognise the co-benefits of action on climate change.

    83% of young people who responded to the consultation said they are worried about 
their future if the pace of action on climate change does not increase, highlighting the 
concern of future generations about this issue.

 Respondents identified wind, solar and tidal and wave technologies as their preferred 
sources of energy for the future. This demonstrates overwhelming support for 
renewable and sustainable energy sources.
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Introduction

Welcome to the Summary Report on 
‘Conversations About COP21’

‘Conversations About COP21’ took place over eight 
weeks and engaged with a total of 803 individuals. This 
included a range of individuals from across the country.  

This Summary Report will introduce the context and 
methodology of the consultation and provide a summary 
of the views expressed in the consultation.

Background
In December 2015, Paris will be hosting the United 
Nations climate change conference in which the global  
community is poised to agree a new international 
agreement on climate change. The 21st Conference of 
Parties (COP21) is a crucial conference, as it seeks to 
achieve a new international agreement, applicable to 
all countries, with the aim of keeping global warming 
below 2°C. The global community is coming together 
in an unprecedented way to demonstrate ambition and 
create momentum around tackling climate change.

The momentum towards Paris has been growing since 
the Durban COP17 in 2011 when a date was set for 
signing a new international agreement on climate 
change.  COP21 has been preceded by more work by 
the international community than other agreements, or 
attempts at agreements, have been in the past.  There 
have been four sets of meetings and negotiations 
already in 2015 to discuss the new agreement.  The 
international community is already equipped with a 
draft text, and 156 out of the 196 countries participating 
have already submitted their Intended Nationally 
Determined Contributions which outline what each 
country commits themselves to contribute to global 
reduction in greenhouse gasses.

Scotland has contributed to this in a variety of ways.  As 
part of the EU, Scotland is committed to 40% reduction 
of carbon emissions by 2030.  Scotland, as part of the 
UK, is committed to 35% reduction by 2020 and 50% 
reduction by 2035.  However, Scotland has set its own 
more ambitious target of 42% by 2020 and 80% by 
2050, which is stated in Scotland’s Climate Change Act.  
Scotland is a part of the international negotiations but 
also plays a key role in conversation about the role of 
cities, regions and sub-state actors.

Keep Scotland Beautiful supports the leadership being 
shown by Scotland and the range of legislation and 
policies that have been brought forward to address 
climate change.

Keep Scotland Beautiful influences and enables action 
on climate change in Scotland. This includes work 
with people, places and policy including working with 
the Government and the public sector, communities 
and voluntary sector organisations, businesses and 
young people.  Keep Scotland Beautiful aims to 
engage with the people of Scotland to make positive 
change in behaviour and improve quality of life; 
enhance Scotland’s environment to create clean, safe, 
healthy and sustainable places; shape and influence 
legislation, policy and practice to promote and support 
action across the public, private and voluntary sectors 
on local, national and global sustainability issues.

Keep Scotland Beautiful recognises that climate 
change is a symptom of unsustainable development, 
caused by the emission, and increasing concentration, 
of greenhouse gases in the earth’s atmosphere and 
that people, through the consumption of resources that 
lead to the emission of greenhouse gases, are the main 
drivers of climate change.  Keep Scotland Beautiful 
believes that people, through actions to reduce 
emissions and adapt to impact, are the main agents in 
taking positive action to address climate change.

Keep Scotland Beautiful has worked to use its 
connections across communities in Scotland to engage 
people with people on climate change and to represent 
their views at a national and international level.

Climate Change/
Sustainability 
Practitioner
Community Group/
Individual
Public Sector
Other
Teacher or educator
Young person
Third
Private Sector

19%

18%

17%
11% 
9%
9%
9%
8% 

Participants
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Methodology

Participants
A total of 803 people engaged with Keep Scotland 
Beautiful’s Conversations About COP21. 

There were 592 responses to the consultation: 523 
completed online while 69 were submitted in paper 
format. This amounted to 422 complete and 170 
partially complete responses. 

The full breakdown of participants can be found in the 
chart on page 5.

47 people participated in facilitated workshops 
discussions. The following organisations hosted these:

   Pupils in Bishop Eden Primary School
   Council of Ethnic Minority Voluntary Sector 
Organisations (CEMVO)

   Edinburgh Centre for Carbon Innovation (ECCI) 
residents

   The Welcoming Association

A further 164 people participated in breakout sessions 
at the Sustainable Scotland Network Conference. 

Research Design
Conversations About COP21 used a variety of different 
methods. Triangulation was employed to allow qualitative 
and quantitative approaches to optimise the usefulness 
of the research – ensuring key findings were supported 
by both quantitative data and quantitative data.

Concurrent data analysis was used to bring together the 
strengths of both quantitative and qualitative methods 
to facilitate a comprehensive analysis.  Qualitative 
questions were used to substantiate the findings of the 
quantitative data gained from respondent’s answers.  The 
research sought to obtain different but complementary 
data on seven key areas: the politics of climate change, 
climate finance, urban development, adaptation and 
resilience, climate justice, clean and efficient energy, and 
biodiversity, and use and the natural environment. 

Research Techniques 
To facilitate broad engagement three research 
techniques were used.  These were an online survey, a 
paper survey, and facilitated discussions.

The language and tone used for both the survey questions 
and facilitated discussions, was adapted depending on 

who was responding to the consultation.  Six different, 
audience focused ‘strands’ were developed for: 
   Young people
   Climate change practitioners (expert)
   Community groups members/individuals
   Private sector employees
   Public sector employees 
   Third sector employees

People who wished to facilitate a workshop on 
Conversations About COP21 were provided with a 
briefing pack, a facilitator or facilitation training.  

Examining the Responses to Conversations 
About COP21 
The quantitative data, from the online and paper 
surveys, was imported into Microsoft Excel to be 
analysed. Specific questions, in the areas of both 
finance and urban development, asked respondents 
to rank their order of preference in the context of a 
given scenario.  These questions were analysed using 
a system whereby a respondent’s first preference was 
given more significance than their second, their second 
more than their third and so on. This allowed a more 
accurate representation of the complexities of the 
responses in determining an overall list of preferences. 

Quantitative findings were validated and expanded 
upon through the qualitative questions, and facilitated 
discussions. An examination of the qualitative data 
gained was undertaken using thematic analysis.  

Limitations
Although there was a total of 592 responses to the 
online and paper surveys, 170 of these were partial 
responses. Not all questions were answered in the 
correct format, especially apparent in the paper version 
of the survey. Therefore, not every question in the 
survey has a 100% response rate.

Through Conversations About COP21, Keep Scotland 
Beautiful has endeavoured to engage as many people 
as possible.  The views captured are not based on a 
representative sample.  Conversations About COP21 
did reach beyond our audience as 52% of people who 
responded to the consultation said that they were 
not involved with any of Keep Scotland Beautiful’s 
programmes or activities. 
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Addressing climate change poses a range of political challenges.  Two of the key challenges are 
achieving an agreement that all countries are signed up to and how to hold them to account 
for their commitment.

The Political Challenges 
of Climate Change

It’s the most 
important issue
Very concerned
Concerned
Not very concerned
Not concerned
I don’t know

23%

46%
24%
4%
2%
2% 

Yes 81%

Yes 43%

No 6%

No 26%

Don’t know10%

Don’t know18%

Other3%

Other3%

There is a very strong message coming out of this 
consultation - people in Scotland are concerned 
about climate change and they would like to see 
both a new legally binding international agreement 
coming out of COP21 along with annual targets 
set by the international community.

Would you like to see a new legally binding international 
agreement emerge from COP21?

Scotland has both long term (2020 and 2050) and short 
term (annual) climate change targets. Do you think the 
international community should adopt this model? 

Are you 
concerned 

about Climate 
Change? 

70% of respondents were either concerned or very 
concerned about climate change and a further 23% 
felt that it is currently the most important issue at an 
international, national, local and individual level. 

Therefore, 93% of respondents perceived climate 
change to be a very significant issue. 

85% of respondents said that they would like to see a 
new legally binding international agreement emerging 
from COP21.

81% of respondents agreed that the international 
community should adopt both short term (annual) and 
long term (2020-2050) climate change targets, the 
same model as is used in Scotland. 

A key point that will be debated at COP21 is not so 
much whether there is an appetite for this type of 
agreement but how countries will be held to account 
and how ambitious their commitments should be.  In 
relation to this we asked an open question of: “How 
should countries across the world be held to account 
for their intended climate change commitments?”  To 
this, the resounding response was that this should be 
done by legally binding commitments and financial 
penalties. Suggestions from respondents included 
fines or sanctions, or the global implementation of a 
tax on carbon.  Many respondents suggested that the 
income from these fines should provide the capital for 
countries who do not have the financial means to fulfil 
the necessary low carbon transition.  

There was a proportion of respondents who felt that the 
concept of holding countries to account for their climate 
change commitments would not be achievable, and a 
similar volume of respondents suggested that “naming 
and shaming” is an important method, and that the 
“free press” should play a greater role in holding 
countries to account.  Finally, there was also significant 
mention of putting in place a global climate change 
reporting mechanism as a means to increase the public 
accountability of governments to their climate change 
commitments.  The suggestion is reminiscent of the 
framework that has been implemented in Scotland for 
public sector climate change reporting in 2015.
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Climate Justice

How much do you agree with this statement? “Developed nations 
should commit to greater cuts to emissions because they have 
historically contributed more greenhouse gasses to the atmosphere.” 

0

10

20

30

40

50 Strongly agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Disagree
Don’t Know

43% 
26%
18%
9%
3%

We must implement 
locally appropriate solutions 
to climate change for people 
around the world.

Respondent from CEMVO workshop

The topic of climate justice has been increasing in prominence over the past decade and 
it will be a significant point of discussion in Paris.  One of the key challenges in addressing 
climate justice is the way that the issue cuts across many other topics, such as energy, 
adaptation and finance.

The belief that certain countries have a greater responsibility 
to act on climate change, because of their historical 
contribution to current levels of carbon emissions, is one 
that challenges the traditional ‘developing’ vs ‘developed’ 
nation paradigm. Current carbon emission trends do not 
align directly with this categorisation when you consider 
the rate of growth in carbon emissions in countries like 
Brazil and China requires them to take a more proactive 
role in reducing global carbon emissions.

Respondents were asked two other qualitative 
questions on climate justice. The first question 
asked how to plan for future emissions projections of 
countries still ‘developing’. The majority of respondents 
identified a need to share technology, education and 
finance with ‘developing’ countries in order to help 
them progress directly to a low carbon economy.  A 
significant proportion of respondents stated that the 
pathway to development in ‘Western’ countries is 
flawed and other countries should seek new routes, 

whether this be in terms of low carbon, or alternatives 
to growth-based economies.  

The second question asked whether it is fair to expect 
developing countries to ‘peak’ or maximise their 
emissions.  On the question of fairness: the majority of 
respondents felt that it was fair to expect ‘developing’ 
countries to ‘peak’ their emissions.  Many respondents 
included the caveat that developed countries need to 
share knowledge and technologies with developing 
countries so that they can begin to peak their emissions. 
Of those who responded that it was not fair, the majority 
of these stipulated that while it is not fair, it is necessary.

69% of respondents said that they strongly agreed or 
agreed with the statement: “Developed nations should 
commit to greater cuts to emissions because they 
have historically contributed more greenhouse gasses 
to the atmosphere.”

The earth should be a 
safe place for everyone.

Pupil from Bishop Eden Primary 
School
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Adaptation

Yes No Don’t know82% 11% 7%

Continue to innovate and react to 
our adapting climate, encourage our 
community to find new more resourceful 
ways of using waste, reducing waste, 
producing food and energy.

Survey Respondent

 

Invest in physical infrastructure to 
make our roads, power supplies etc. more 
resilient. Also, de-globalising agriculture 
could help, as crops would be consumed 
closer to their place of production, and 
thus the impact of transport interruptions 
could be reduced.

Survey Respondent

Are you concerned about the 
long term financial cost of 

inaction on climate change?

Adaptation to climate change is no longer a topic that can be avoided.  The climate is already 
changing and the effects are already being felt across the globe – any conversation about 
climate change or international solutions to it are incomplete without discussing adaptation.

82% of respondents indicated that they were concerned 
about the long term financial cost of inaction on climate 
change.

The challenges posed by adapting to climate change 
manifest themselves in a variety of ways, thus, in order 
to tackle these topics, we  asked questions that were 
about specific impacts and aspects of adaptation.

When asked what they should do to begin to adapt to 
climate change respondents provided a broad range 
of answers.  Common points of discussion included 
the need for innovation and resilience, and a focus 
on local solutions to local challenges of adaptation.  
Further to this, discussion in the workshops on 
this question highlighted that “no one organisation 
can adapt in isolation” and that resilience must be 
embedded in any new innovation or infrastructure.  It 
emerged that many respondents answered questions 
about adaptation with mitigation solutions.  

The question demonstrated two complexities to this 
discussion: 
   Firstly, that there is significant overlap in the topics of 
mitigation and adaptation.

   Secondly, that many people in Scotland have less 
understanding of the impacts of adaptation and what 
this means for their life than they do on mitigation.

Respondents were also asked about two specific 
aspects of adaptation, food security and financial 
implications.  When asked about the effects of climate 
change on continuing to provide food for the planet, 
responses form two main narratives: one that centres 
around local solutions, re-localisation of food, change 
in individual consumption habits, etc.; the other that 
calls for a global food system that distributes food to the 
places that need it and prioritises efficiencies.  There 
was mutual consensus from both of these narratives for 
actions like reducing meat consumption and reducing 
food waste.
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Natural Environment

What natural resource do you think is the most 
vulnerable to climate change across the world? 

What natural resource do you think is the most 
vulnerable to climate change in Scotland?

Oceans
Freshwater
Biodiversity
Nature and woodlands
Clean air
Soil

25% 
23%
18%
15%
12%
8%

Biodiversity
Oceans
Clean air
Soil
Freshwater
Nature and woodlands
Other

31%
15%
14%
11%
10% 
10%
9%

Every aspect of the natural environment is vulnerable to a changing climate.  When discussing 
climate change, this issue is often overshadowed by conversations about carbon emissions 
and so the consultation sought to reflect on and highlight this impact of a changing climate.

When asked to determine which resource is the 
most vulnerable to climate change across the world, 
the opinions of respondents were divided: 25% said 
oceans; 23% said freshwater; 18% said biodiversity; 
15% said nature and woodlands; 12% said clean air 
and 8% said soil. 

Respondents were asked to comment on which natural 
resource in Scotland they felt is the most vulnerable 
to climate change: 31% said biodiversity; 15% said 
oceans; 14% said clean air; 11% said soil; 10% said 
nature and woodland; 10% said freshwater and 9% 
said other. 

The majority of ‘other’ responses cited that all of 
Scotland’s natural resources are equally as vulnerable. 
Respondents were also asked to consider how decisions 
and actions on climate change in Scotland effect natural 
resources. Overall, responses centred on the idea that 
the current state of Scotland’s natural environment is a 
symptom of unsustainable development. 

In general, responses took into account that small 
actions can make a big difference in helping to protect 
the natural environment. It was recognised that 
decisions and actions on climate change can affect all 

aspects of Scotland’s natural environment, as changes 
which seemingly only impact one resource can have 
profound impacts on another. 

More specifically, public sector, private sector and third 
sector responses to this question were focused on the 
role of planning in delivering a sustainable future for 
Scotland. 

Children who participated in the workshop at Bishop 
Eden Primary School in Inverness demonstrated an 
interest in protecting their local environment, particularly 
animals and ecosystems.

The obvious answer is the 
longer we do nothing the worse the 
problem will get.  We need to be 
able to rely on our soils and water 
and air to produce the food we eat 
and the water we drink. Can’t do that 
if we damage them beyond repair 
through climate change.

Survey Respondent
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Urban Development

Public transport 

Local or community 
renewables 

Building efficiency

Waste to energy 
conversion

Integrated transport 
solutions

24% 
13%

11%
10%

10%

A genuinely integrated, affordable 
and convenient transport system, 
combined with a shift in the current 
model of car ownership, could 
transform the way that we move 
around our region and interact  
with others.

Survey Respondent

Just over 70% of global emissions are currently produced in urban areas – where 54% of the 
world’s population lives.  The way in which cities develop towards becoming low carbon is 
crucial to any long term solution to climate change.  

Through Conversations About COP21 people were 
asked to consider what infrastructure or technology 
they believed is the most important in helping cities to 
reduce carbon emissions.

Respondents were asked to consider what they thought 
is the most important infrastructure or technology that will 
help cities to reduce carbon emissions: 24% said public 
transport; 13% said local or community renewables; 
11% said building efficiency; 10% said waste to energy 
conversion; 10% said integrated transport solutions; 
10% said renewable heating solutions; 7% said active 
travel infrastructure; 6% said localised food networks; 
4% said water disposal solutions; while another 3% 
said greenspaces and access to land respectively.

Respondents were also asked ‘What this technology 
would mean for people living in your city or region?’  
To this, the majority of respondents repeated support 
for their selected technology or infrastructure.  Many 
individuals also focussed on the co-benefits of the 
options outlined in this question such as health, air 
quality, quality of life, thriving local economies, etc.

Discussions about the low carbon future of Scotland’s 
cities highlighted the importance of cities as being 
agents of change and should strive ambitiously to 
tackle environmental, economic and social objectives 
jointly as opposed to in separate endeavours.  

In both the workshops and the open answer question, 
respondents significantly voiced the opinion that cities 
should be centred around people, both in the general 
implementation of climate change solutions, but also by 
prioritising re-localisation of goods and services.

What is the most 
important infrastructure or 
technology that will help 
cities to reduce carbon 

emissions? 

Renewable heating 
solutions

Active travel 
infrastructure 
Localised food networks 
Water disposal Solutions
Green spaces
Access to land 

10%

7%

6%
4%
3%
3%
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Climate Finance

What are the key mechanisms for transitioning to a low carbon economy?

Through new laws or restrictions on carbon intensive activities

Individual choices

Taxes on high polluting industries

Government funding

Private sector funding

Other

25%

19%

18%

16%

13%

9% 

The question of where funding will come from for action on climate change – such as new 
initiatives, upgrades to infrastructure, building low carbon systems and structures - is 
important in global, national, and local contexts.

Respondents were asked to rank from a list of options 
what they believed to be the key mechanisms for 
supporting the transition to a low carbon economy.  
Choices were ranked as follows:

1. New laws or restrictions

2. Individual choices

3. Taxes on high carbon activities or industries

4. Government funding

5. Private sector funding 

A proportion of respondents also provided their own 
response, of these respondents, the two dominant 
messages were: 
   The need to fully embed adequate climate change 
education across all education channels; and 

   The key role of moving investment away from fossil 
fuels to other investment opportunities as a key 
financial mechanism.

The support for ‘new laws and restrictions’ is consistent 
with the sentiment expressed in the ‘The Political 
Challenges of Climate Change’ section of this 
consultation, where respondents identified that they 
thought that financial restrictions and legal regulations 

were the best way to hold countries to account for their 
climate change commitments.

On the other hand, there was an alternative message 
from the workshops and discussion events.  This 
was that a strategic and holistic approach needs to 
be adopted when considering finance for climate 
change in a practical setting. There was a call for 
greater responsibility for action on climate change to 
be embedded across a range of sectors in Scotland.  
This includes both embedding the agenda across a 
range of departments within large public and private 
sector organisations as well as embedding the agenda 
across other sectors.  This holistic approach is crucial 
to diversifying funding streams for climate action.

Two further points came through from a proportion 
of respondents in both workshops, and the formal 
consultation document, these include: 
   Respondents would like long term financial savings 
made from low carbon projects to be ring-fenced for 
future mitigation or adaptation work; and  

   Respondents would like to see economic stability 
and prosperity to be decoupled from the production 
of carbon emissions.
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Energy

Solar
Wind 
Tidal & wave
Community owned renewables
Geothermal
Nuclear
Biomass
Waste combustion
Hydrogen
Biofuel
Gas & oil  
Other
Coal

17%
16% 
12% 
11% 
7% 
6%
6% 
6% 
5%
4% 
4% 
4% 
3%

Energy is fundamental to the way that we live our lives, and how we generate energy is one 
of the most important conversations for climate change action.  The conversation about 
energy is not just about shifting away from coal, oil and gas, but also how we support 
undeveloped countries to provide energy for their growing populations, and how do we 
minimise our energy use so that we are as efficient as possible.

Respondents were asked to rank from a list of options 
what they believed should be generating our energy in 
2050.  Choices were ranked as follows: 
1. Solar
2. Wind
3. Tidal and wave
4.  Community owned  

renewables
5. Geothermal

The responses demonstrate clear support for renewable 
and sustainable sources energy in the future.

Climate change practitioners, community groups, and 
public sector professionals were asked to determine 
what role they thought community owned renewables 
should play in the energy future of Scotland. Qualitative 
responses identified that community owned renewables: 
   Have a growing role in the production of energy 
(especially in rural areas);

   Are of particular importance in empowering 
communities to become more sustainable; and 

   Need to be supported by the appropriate finance and 
infrastructure. 

In the consultation, over 50% of those who identified as 
belonging to a community group said they would support 
the introduction of community owned renewables. 

In 2050 how should we be generating our energy?

Community owned renewables 
support the autonomy of communities, 
while reducing the environmental impacts 
of the community and stimulating the 
minimisation of energy use.

Community Group Respondent

6.  Nuclear, Biomass, 
Waste Combustion

7. Hydrogen 
8.  Gas and Oil, Biofuel, 

Other
9. Coal
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A number of facilitated workshops provided the 
opportunity for discussions around energy in relation to 
climate change. In line with the consultation, the content 
of the discussions primarily focused on the generation 
of energy in a global context by 2050, and the role of 
communities in Scotland’s energy future. 

Outputs from the respective discussions highlighted that 
people would like to see energy in 2050 being produced 
by affordable, local, renewable sources. This included 
reference to specific schemes such as district heating.  It 
was broadly acknowledged that district heating scheme 
projects need coordination across the public sector, and 
that it is very difficult to achieve this in relation to acceptance 
of risk to the supply of heat outwith the national gas grid. 
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Conclusion

Conversations About COP21 set out to engage people in Scotland with the COP21 and the 
global conversation about climate change right now.  The findings in this Summary Report 
demonstrate that people in Scotland are concerned about climate change and would like to 
see more done at a local, national and international level.

This consultation has highlighted two dominant narratives in relation to climate change: the first, the importance of 
individual action and local economies; the second, the need for broader systems change in our political and economic 
systems in order to tackle this issue.  These narratives are not new, however the real challenge is interweaving these 
narratives in order to implement solutions to climate change.

The consultation concluded by asking respondents to reflect on the broader context of climate action.  This identified that 
respondents recognised the co-benefits of action on climate change as 84% of people believed that it would improve quality 
of life more generally.  Young people were also specifically asked about how they felt about their future, and 84% of these 
respondents said that they were worried about what their future might look like without strong actions on climate change.  
These findings combine to form a strong narrative about future hopes and fears of people in Scotland.

Keep Scotland Beautiful is committed to leadership and action on climate change, and contributing to long term action 
in Scotland on climate change.  We will use the data gathered through the consultation and the findings in this report 
to develop new initiatives to support and encourage action on climate change.

Yes
No
I don’t know

84% 
6%

10%

Action on climate change will also improve our quality 
of life more generally.

Are you worried about what the future will be like if we 
don’t act on climate change now?

84% of respondents agreed that action on climate change 
will, more generally, improve people’s quality of life.

83% of young people who responded to the consultation 
said they would become increasingly worried about the 
future, if there continues to be a significant absence of 
increased action on climate change.

True
False
I don’t know
Other

84% 
3%
8%
6%

The people of Scotland ask:

   The Scottish Government to push for a legally binding commitment in COP21 that will limit 
global warming to 2°C.

   That the Scottish Government use a new international agreement as a step towards continued 
and increased pace of action on climate change in Scotland.

   The Scottish Government listens to people’s view on climate change, as outlined in this 
report, and prioritises action that corresponds to the priorities of people as outlined here.

   That the Scottish Government continues to lead by example, both at COP21 and afterwards.
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CHARITY
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Our family 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is the parent brand to a family of 
activities:



Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns, 

acts and educates on a range of local, national and 

global environmental issues to change behaviour and 

improve the quality of people’s lives and the places 

they care for. We are committed to making Scotland 

clean, green and more sustainable.

T: 01786 471333  E: info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

  facebook.com/KSBScotland     @KSBScotland

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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