
Living Garden 2015

The Living Garden 2015 was supported by the Scottish Government and Food and Drink 2015. The 
following companies provided sponsorship in kind: 
- Dalefoot Composts – Supplied sustainable peat free compost in which all the vegetables were grown in. 
- First Poly Tunnels – Supplied the poly tunnel used in the show garden 
- Lithic Fire – Supplied and installed the drystone fire pit 
-Stairway Trees – Supplied the apple trees from their peat free air-pot nursery 

The Garden for Life Forum is very grateful to the supporters of the Living Garden 2015. We would also like 
to acknowledge significant ongoing support from Rural Projects.



In 2015, the Garden for Life forum commissioned a show 
garden design inspired by the Scottish Government’s Year 
of Food and Drink. A competitive tender process resulted 
in the commission being awarded to Clan Horticulture -
http://www.clanhorticulture.com/

The show garden formed the central focus of the Living 
Garden area of the show, around which were 17 
exhibitors, who were members of the forum or 
businesses who were promoting wildlife friendly 
gardening through their products and ethos. 



Members of the Garden for Life forum were encouraged to use #Garden4life when 
tweeting about the show and Living Garden activities. 24 tweets used the hastag, reaching 
in excess of 64, 740 people.



The show garden

The show garden was awarded a 
silver gilt medal in the show judging.

An estimated 60% of visitors to the 
show visited the Living garden, 
roughly 19,680 people. Of those 
surveyed, the average level of 
enjoyment at the Living Garden was 
4.24 / 5, a very high score.



The Show garden 
had 3 elements:

1. The Poly Tunnel 
2. The Vegetable 
Beds 
3. The Orchard 

The poly tunnel formed one of the main focal points of the garden and was available as a walk through 
feature to workshop participants. The poly tunnel was  laid out with half of the space as a raised bed and 
the other half as a demonstration area. The raised bed was planted up with tomatoes (accompanied with 
marigolds to deter pests) and the main space was planted with Scottish strawberries with ripe fruits. 

The poly tunnel



The vegetable beds

The vegetable beds were each edged with 
a native hedgerow. The shrubs used in the 
hedgerow can all be found growing in 
hedgerows around the UK and have edible 
properties. For example, the sloes from the 
blackthorn can be used to make sloe gin, 
the flowers from the elderflower can be 
used to make a refreshing summer cordial. 
Each of the vegetable beds were equipped 
to be used as part of a crop rotation system 
which is widely used in any real allotment 
situation bringing feasibility to the garden. 



The orchard

The orchard of apple trees was under planted with 
a wild flower meadow showing how native flowers 
can be brought into the garden and used to help 
create food and drink. The meadow attracts in 
pollinators which pollinate the blossom of the fruit 
trees, allowing apples to form. Bees can also be 
kept in the meadow allowing honey to be 
produced. 



Garden build – days 1 - 5



Finished Garden



Living Garden workshops

Every year the Garden for Life Forum 
members run a series of workshops 
throughout the day to engage people 
directly in wildlife gardening. We use the 
garden as the setting for many of these 
workshops. This year, the workshops 
experience was enhanced as workshop 
participants were able to access the garden, 
which was not open to all show visitors.



Date Time slot Subject Organisation

Friday

1100 Top tips to year round growing in a small space Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society

1200 Bug hotels Buglife

1300 Using native plants in your garden: a tour of the garden Plantlife

1400 Planting up edible pots Trellis

1500 Open surgery-get your garden questions answered Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society, 
Plantlife, Matt & Jenna, Buglife

Saturday

1100 Tasty gardening Keep Scotland Beautiful

1200 Using native plants in your garden: a tour of the garden Plantlife

1300 Building a bumblebee home Bumblebee Conservation Trust

1400 Tasty gardening Keep Scotland Beautiful

1500 Open surgery-get your garden questions answered Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society, 
Plantlife, Matt & Jenna, Buglife

Sunday

1100 Getting your head round rotation Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society

1130
Compost cunning’- it’s easy when you know how. A 
practical workshop with any queries answered!

Federation of City Farms & Community 
Gardens

1300 Tasty gardening Keep Scotland Beautiful

1400 Using native plants in your garden: a tour of the garden Plantlife

1500 Gardening for Bugs and Biodiversity Buglife

Workshop programme





Wildlife Gardener’s Question time

In 2015, the Forum, with Royal 
Horticultural Society, staged a 
lunch time Wildlife Gardener’s 
Question time. Hosted by David 
Mitchell, it attracted an audience 
of over 80 people with questions 
ranging from bugs to hedgehogs, 
composting to favourite native 
plants and  even eating your 
weeds.



Living garden stands







Visitors to the Living Garden

STV Edinburgh interviewed the garden 
designers for The Fountainbridge Show. 
The interview covered the main themes of 
the garden and included a workshop with 
the presenter.



The show garden  also featured  on 
Scotland’s flagship gardening 
programme The Beech Grove Garden. 
The garden was shown during the 
segment looking at the show gardens 
at the show and the designers were 
also filmed for a handy hint to talk 
about the benefits of using peat free 
composts. 



Environment Minister Dr Aileen McLeod visited the 
Living Garden and the Forum member stands, 
spending a good deal of time at the Living Garden. It 
was an excellent opportunity for Forum members to 
meet her and talk about key issues.



Life in the Living Garden









Acknowledgements
Thank you to the Garden for Life 
Forum who put so much effort into 
the Living Garden and for the support 
from Rural Projects. 

Thank you to our funders at Scottish 
Government and to the companies 
who sponsored the Living Garden. 

Thank you & congratulations to Clan 
Horticulture for a very successful 
garden this year.

All images (c) Garden for Life members 
and Clan Horticulture.



Living Garden 2016

In 2016, the theme for the Living Garden 
will be innovation, design and architecture. 

Come along to the Gardening Scotland 
Show, 3 – 5 June 2016, to be inspired to 
create a stylish wildlife garden that makes 
the most of innovations in design, planting 
and providing a home for wildlife.

Deborah Long
Chair Garden for Life
31 August 2015
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