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Whole-Class Map of Scotland 

 

The following activity is an engaging way for pupils to have fun and work as a team while 

learning about Scotland. 

 

Materials you will need: 

- A large open space (ideally outside). 

- A very long rope (20 or more metres). A ball of string or a long measuring tape 

could be used as an alternative. 

- Several shorter ropes or pieces of material. 

- Whiteboards. 

- A map of Scotland.  

- Optional: chalk. 

 

Activity: 

 

- In the classroom and as a class, create a list of cities and towns of Scotland 

following alphabetical order. The list should have enough cities/towns as pupils in 

the class. 

- Allocate a city/town per pupils and ask them to write them down on a whiteboard 

in big writing. Make sure there is only one name per whiteboard and no place is 

repeated. A spare whiteboard should say ‘our school’. 

- Ask the class to choose one or two pupils to be the instructors of the activity. The 

rest of the class will follow their instructions. 

- Move to the open spaces taking with you the written whiteboards and all the 

materials described above.  

- Once in the open space, instructors should ask their peers to hold on to the long 

rope creating a circle, with enough distance between one each other. 

- Without the use of a map or external help, instructors should start giving 

instructions to their peers who, without letting go of the rope, will move as told in 

order to turn the circle into mainland Scotland. Instructors can of course listen to 

their peers’ suggestions as getting Scotland’s shape right is not very easy! 

- Once the class is happy with the shape, pupils can carefully leave the rope on the 

ground as their map. 

- As an option, pupils or yourself can go over/around the shape created with chalk, 

to make the map look clearer. 

- Instructors can then start directing their piers to create the following set of islands 

by using the shorter ropes and/or pieces of material: Shetland, Orkney, Lewis and 

Harris, Skye, Mull, Islay, Jura and Arran. If your school is on an island that is not 

covered in this list, please add it to the activity. 
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- Again, pupils or yourself can go over/around the islands with chalk, to make the 

map look clearer. 

- Once the class is happy with their map, each pupil can then grab their whiteboard 

and placed it within the map created. Don’t forget to also place the board that says 

‘our school’! 

- Only once finished, the class can look at an actual map of Scotland and compare. 

- Take a photo and share it with us! 


