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Keep Scotland Beautiful is the independent charity which
campaigns, acts and educates on a range of local, national
and global environmental issues which affect people’s
quality of life. It is committed to making Scotland clean and
green, today and tomorrow.
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“<Beautiful Scotland> and It’s Your Neighbourhood truly
capture the enormous power of volunteers, people who are
totally committed to their community giving their time
generously and selflessly and often bringing about a lifechanging and far-reaching transformation of their local area.”

INTRODUCTION
This report describes the findings of a review of Beautiful Scotland, a Keep
Scotland Beautiful campaign.
In 2012 it involved volunteers from 60
community groups from across Scotland working to clean and green up their
local communities. The campaign, which is year-round, rewards groups not
just for their horticultural achievement but also for environmental
improvements and, very importantly, for encouraging members of the
community to become involved.
In 2012, groups from 16 of the 32 Scottish
local authorities participated in Beautiful
Scotland. Entrants in the Beautiful Scotland
campaign compete for prestigious trophies
within 11 different categories. These are
based on electoral roll population, ranging
from Wee Villages to Cities, and there are
additional prizes for outstanding effort in
specific areas, such as biodiversity,
community involvement, and tourism.
A
proportion of the winners are selected to
represent Scotland in the following years'
RHS Britain in Bloom finals; in 2012, eight
groups competed at this prestigious level.

A recent Carnegie UK Trust report evidenced
that community-led projects can significantly
reduce
these
incivilities
leading
to
environmental, economic, social and health
benefits for those involved and those living
within these areas.

THE IMPORTANCE OF IMPROVING LOCAL
ENVIRONMENTS

These benefits are also consistent with the
Scottish Government’s strategic objectives,
Safer and Stronger, and Greener, as well as
its overall purpose of increasing sustainable
economic growth (Scottish Government
2012a).
Beautiful Scotland is therefore an ideal
vehicle through which these “incivilities” can
be addressed, empowering communities
across Scotland to be clean and green for
today and tomorrow.
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The quality of local environments can be
affected by a number of factors including
litter, flytipping, nuisance and abandoned
vehicles, graffiti and dog fouling. These are
often associated with a lack of respect for
communities and the environment generally.
In addition to the environmental impact
research indicates that these “incivilities”
adversely affect communities and the wellbeing of the people who live in them (Wallace
and White 2012).

In its 2011 Impact Report the RHS found that
participation in the Beautiful Scotland
campaign could lead to improved local
environments through reducing crime, helping
local businesses, creating investment and
employment and addressing social needs
such as training the long-term unemployed.
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PROFILE OF VOLUNTEERS AND ACTIVITIES
WHERE PEOPLE VOLUNTEER
In 2012, 60 groups took part in Beautiful Scotland and eight represented Scotland in the UK-wide
Britain in Bloom final. Figure one shows the percentage of groups from each local authority – 16
of the 32 local authorities were represented in 2012.

Figure 1
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North Lanarkshire and Fife Councils provide officer support to promote the campaign, mentor
groups, fund entries, and also have regional competitions. It is evident from Figure 1 that this is
leading to a high uptake of the Beautiful Scotland campaign. There is an obvious opportunity for
Keep Scotland Beautiful to engage with groups in local authority areas where participation is not
currently high and Keep Scotland Beautiful is planning to write to the CEO’s of all local authorities
to encourage entries, and to congratulate them for support of current groups where relevant.
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Using Audit Scotland’s Authorities Grouping criteria (based on population density and dispersion),
Figure 2 on the following page shows where the groups are located.
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Location of groups

Figure 2
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Figure 2 shows that over two thirds of the groups which entered in 2012 are from an urban and
mixed (rural / urban) location. Moving forward, there is an opportunity for Keep Scotland Beautiful
to focus on encouraging more groups from rural areas to engage with the campaign.
Using the Scottish Index of Multiple Deprivation Decile (SIMD) (2009), Figure 3 shows how the 60
groups rank (a decile of 1 = most deprived, a decile of 10 = the least deprived).

Groups and SIMD
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Figure 3 shows that the majority of groups in 2012 are from the least deprived areas of Scotland.
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THE TIME VOLUNTEERS GIVE
The Keep Scotland Beautiful evaluation survey of Beautiful Scotland groups found that the
average number of volunteers hours spent per year by a group was 1,164 hours. The range of
hours per group varied from 200 to 3,000 per year. For the 60 groups in 2012, this equates to a
total of 69,840 volunteer hours.
In addition, volunteer judges have been estimated to contribute over 1,000 hours of time.
Using information on the economic value of volunteering from Volunteer Development Scotland,
the economic value of the volunteer hours to Beautiful Scotland in 2012 is calculated at over
£900,000 (Volunteer Development Scotland 2010).
WHY PEOPLE VOLUNTEER
Keep Scotland Beautiful surveyed the groups to find out what motivates people to take part.
Responses included:

“Our group is keen to maintain an attractive environment and positive ethos within our community.
The Beautiful Scotland campaign reflects our overall aims, and taking part helps to provide a focus
for our work.” Sheena Walker, Brighter Bothwell
“The pride it gives our village, the challenge to come up with new ideas.” Ann Anderson,
Flourishing Forth.

When asked why they volunteer as a judge for Beautiful Scotland, replies included:

“Having worked for a good number of years judging Perthshire, it seemed a natural step. I also
feel privileged that I get to meet such wonderful and enthusiastic people, and that they share their
hard and inspirational work with me.” Jim Finnie, Beautiful Scotland Judge
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“To see horticultural excellence throughout Scotland thriving.” Sandy Scott, Beautiful Scotland
judge.
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SUPPORT FROM LOCAL AUTHORITIES
Keep Scotland Beautiful has established partnerships with many local authorities in Scotland
through the Beautiful Scotland campaign. When asked why they support the campaign, the
following local authorities said:

Keith Jackson, Parks and Communities Events Officer at Fife Council: “Five years ago our Best
Kept Town and Village campaign was modernised and re-branded as Beautiful Fife.
“The best of the Beautiful Fife entrants are encouraged to take part in Beautiful Scotland. They
are viewed as ambassadors of the Region and success in the Beautiful Scotland Campaign leads
to positive press coverage and makes these places better communities to live, work and visit,
which in turn helps Fife Council in its effort to become the leading green Council.
“There is no doubt that this sort of community activity can help reduce anti-social behaviour and
greatly enhance the civic pride of the residents, as well as being a healthy and social activity.”

Euna Scott, Senior Greenspace Officer at Perth & Kinross Council: “Perth and Kinross Council has
been a key participant in the Beautiful Scotland Campaign for 28 years.
“Nationally administered, Beautiful Scotland provides a tried and tested structure for our 34 local
“in bloom” groups throughout the Perth & Kinross area. The National Campaign “pillars” give clear
guidelines and targets to similar, like-minded groups the length and breadth of Scotland who are
dedicated in the care of the environment.
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“As we move forward into increasingly challenging times, high levels of community involvement in
the sustainable care of the environment will be a necessity to maintain Scotland’s beauty and
quality of space. Beautiful Scotland is an important campaign to unite communities - large or small
- in a common environmental goal and, in the Perth & Kinross area we will continue to build on our
successes and achievements which are widely recognised in the campaign.”
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A CAMPAIGN IN NUMBERS

60

210

5

groups from across
Scotland involved

delegates from across
Scotland attended
Annual Seminar

groups awarded a Gold
Medal Certificate

highly experienced
volunteer judges

69,840
volunteer hours worked
by groups

1,000+
volunteer hours donated
by judges

180
delegates from across
Scotland attended
Award Ceremony

1
top award – the
Rosebowl – presented
to Take a Pride in
Glenrothes

11

15
groups awarded a Silver
Gilt Medal Certificate

24
groups awarded a Silver
Medal Certificate

groups presented with
Class awards

8

11

groups awarded a
Bronze Medal
Certificate

groups presented with
Discretionary Awards

58
press releases issued

124
press articles
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Milngavie in Bloom
40 Clean Sweep volunteers
carry out regular litter picks,
including hosting the 2012
National Spring Clean launch

Uddingston Pride
Raise £600 at their annual
Christmas Fayre

Chapelhall Allotment
Association awarded £9,863
to develop their site

Crieff in Leaf
Fund five bird-box kits for
Crieff Primary School pupils

St Andrews in Bloom
Rally 120 people from local
community to plant Jubilee
Wood with 500 saplings

Blairgowrie & Rattray
in Bloom
Sell 104 hanging baskets
to local businesses
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Edinburgh in Bloom
Plant 300,000 spring bulbs,
helped by council staff,
community groups and schools

IMPACT AND LEGACY
Experience to date indicates that Beautiful Scotland contributes to short and long-term
environmental, economic, social and health benefits.
ENVIRONMENTAL BENEFITS
Groups achieve environmental benefits through planting, clean-ups and maintenance. This is
being done by encouraging horticulture, from hanging baskets to community gardens; introducing
environmentally conscious practices such as composting, recycling and biodiversity projects and
promoting the use of peat-free compost; promoting an interest in food growing; and promoting an
interest in the environment.
Habitat creation is also an area of work on which groups
concentrate. In 2012, the RHS provided free wildflower seeds to all
groups, helping them turn derelict, un-loved areas into rich habitats
for flora and fauna, benefiting the local ecology as well as improving
the quality of the environment for the human population.

In addition, many groups participate in Keep Scotland Beautiful’s
annual National Spring Clean, engaging with a cross range from the
community and improving their surroundings.

“Schemes such as Britain in Bloom and Beautiful Scotland have raised environmental awareness
in the general population and show that people can make a difference in their local areas as well
as in the wider society” (RHS Impact Report, 2011).
“People are now better able to get close to, experience and understand the nature around them,
potentially leading to positive environmental choices throughout their lives” (RHS Impact Report,
2011).
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ECONOMIC BENEFITS
The campaign encourages inward investment by making areas better places to be, so locals stay
and visitors are attracted to spend time there, bringing more customers and revenue to local
businesses, and more tourists to an area. It can help volunteers develop a wide range of skills
and help those at risk of social exclusion back into the labour market, and can enable local
authorities to free up funds to further invest and develop an area.
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1. TOURISM
St Andrews in Bloom was awarded the VisitScotland Award for Tourism in 2012. Manuella
Calchini from VisitScotland said: “The group is very much true to its mission statement of ‘one
proud community, one shared goal of a clean, green and stunning town’. New planters and
hanging baskets decorate the town, university students are heavily involved in green and
environmental schemes, and there is a real understanding of the value of tourism to the local
economy, working with golf courses who are doing a lot of work to provide habitats for wildlife and
increase biodiversity.”
Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow take part in Beautiful Scotland “to attract publicity and visitors to our
town.”

As well as the economic benefits associated with tourism, the campaign is likely to offer financial
savings to local authorities which spend considerable amounts on cleansing, enabling them to
free-up funds to invest and develop an area.
2. BUSINESSES
Dufftown in Bloom: “We are very fortunate to have support from local businesses and individuals
who sponsor tubs and hanging baskets or give donations of time, money or goods and services.
The local businesses also help out with supply of barrels for tubs, with personnel to help plant out,
and equipment such as fork lifts to put in place the various planters. The whole village plays its
part in keeping Dufftown looking as good as it can for the residents as well as the hundreds of
tourists who visit each year – from individuals, to shops and businesses to local landowners and
multinational companies - and the group are proud of that.”

This year, Keep Scotland Beautiful piloted a new category in the Beautiful Scotland campaign –
Business Improvement Districts. A business improvement district (BID), is formed of businesses
from a defined area, e.g. a town centre, working together and investing collectively in local
improvements, which benefit the businesses involved whilst also contributing to the sustainable
economic growth of the local economy and the local community. The pilot was a success and will
be rolled out to all interested Scottish BIDs in 2013.

SOCIAL BENEFITS
The campaign can build a sense of community by providing a common goal, creating opportunities
for increasing understanding and encouraging neighbourliness; encouraging individuals to invest in
their neighbourhood, contributing to its development by volunteering; reducing crime and antisocial behaviour by fostering a greater respect for and sense of ownership of local spaces.
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Nairn Pearson from the Enterprising Bathgate BID said they took part in Beautiful Scotland
because it “was an opportunity to highlight and showcase the range of work and activities
undertaken in the area, and it was also an opportunity to gain from lessons elsewhere via judges
as well as other entrants.”

For example, the Chapelhall Allotments group in North Lanarkshire
has worked hard with the local community to tackle anti-social
behaviour and apathy through their work for Beautiful Scotland.
They have turned an abandoned swing park, which was being used
for unsociable activities, into a wonderful community allotment which
is now a hub for local residents from all areas and age groups,
including local schools. The site has been so successful that the
group give away surplus produce to local churches, the food co-op
and a sheltered housing complex.

Overtown Brighter Village Association take part in the campaign because “North Lanarkshire
Council entered us in the first year and it seemed sensible to continue this as entering encourages
the continued improvement of the village”.
Take a Pride in Glenrothes quoted that “community involvement without a doubt” was the most
important thing about taking part.
Aberdeen City Council found that by taking part, it “brings all together to improve the city”.

HEALTH BENEFITS
Participants and their communities can experience a series of benefits to health and well-being by
taking part, from growing fruit and vegetables, to creating a safe, pleasant space to exercise.
For example, Edinburgh in Bloom has empowered residents in housing estates to grow their own
vegetables as part of their Edible Estates project, leading to healthier diets. Another group, Bonnie
Dundee is running a Woods for Health programme, in partnership with the NHS, where mental
health support patients explored and enhanced their local greenspace at Templeton Woods. As
well as working towards clinical outcomes, each participant also achieved a John Muir 'Discovery'
Award.
LEGACY
Groups taking part in Beautiful Scotland are encouraged to build long-term capacity, rather than a
‘quick fix’. Almost 40 groups have been in the campaign for four or more years, and Beautiful
Scotland consistently achieves success at the UK-wide Britain in Bloom finals. North Berwick in
Bloom, which first entered the campaign in 1997, moved on to become category winner, then
represented Scotland in the UK-wide Britain in Bloom finals for the first time in 2005 and did so for
a number of years.
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Now, for 2013, they will be representing the very best in the UK as they compete in the Champion
of Champions category. Forres in Bloom is a regular participant and winner at the Britain in Bloom
level. Falkland in Bloom, who won Gold and Champion of Champions a number of years in a row,
have now retired from the campaign to concentrate their expertise at the local level and as part of
this have set up a social enterprise, supplying bedding plants and hanging baskets to other Fife
communities.
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POTENTIAL FOR GROWTH
Evidence from 2012 indicates that Beautiful Scotland has brought benefits and has the potential
for lasting impact in Scotland. There is potential for the campaign to achieve more through further
growth in group numbers, greater support and mentoring of groups, and by raising awareness of
the benefits of participating. This section describes how Keep Scotland Beautiful could achieve
that.
COMMUNITIES TAKING MORE RESPONSIBILITY
The success of the campaign over the years, demonstrates to communities currently not engaged
what can be achieved through the campaign. With the ever pressing local authority cuts, now more
than ever is a great opportunity for the Beautiful Scotland campaign to grow to ensure that the
quality of local environments doesn’t decrease as budgets do.
NEW GROUP POTENTIAL
Figures 1, 2 and 3 show the areas in which resources should be targeted to bring new groups into
the campaign – through working more closely with those local authorities with low or no current
participation; and holding awareness raising events in rural and more deprived areas to engage
directly with potential groups.
Keep Scotland Beautifuls’s new year round mass engagement campaign, Clean Up Scotland, and
the It’s Your Neighbourhood campaign are also possible routes to competing in Beautiful Scotland.
NEW CATEGORIES
The success of the pilot BID category in 2012 looks extremely promising, and Keep Scotland
Beautiful expect more entries from BIDs across Scotland into Beautiful Scotland in 2013.
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The existing Coastal Category is to be split into two going forward – it is hoped that this will
encourage participation by more small coastal communities as they will no longer have to compete
with entries with far larger electoral roles.
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CONCLUSIONS
In 2012, Beautiful Scotland:
• stimulated improvements in 60 localities across Scotland;
• involved an estimated 69,840 volunteers hours from groups, as well as 924 dedicated volunteer
hours given by the Beautiful Scotland judges;
• supported eight Beautiful Scotland groups to represent Scotland in the UK-wide Britain in Bloom
finals, with one being selected to represent the premier category, Champion of Champions, in
the UK in 2013;
• generated 124 press articles across Scotland;
• encouraged communities to take positive action to improve their local environment. This is
expected to have brought associated economic, environmental, social and health benefits,
many of which will be long-term.
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Moving forward to 2013 and beyond:
• there is scope to target particular sectors which are currently under-represented, for example
non-participating local authorities; rural areas; and areas with a higher level of deprivation;
• there is an opportunity, through adopting a mentorship programme, for It’s Your Neighbourhood
groups to progress to the Beautiful Scotland level;
• Beautiful Scotland needs to identify and secure long-term, stable funding to ensure it continues
to allow communities to take responsibility for ensuring their area is clean and green for today
and tomorrow.
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