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As a former mining town, with almost 17,000 people, Blantyre is a special town.  What makes it special?  It’s people. 

The pandemic was hard.  Nobody got through it untouched, and it will stay with us forever.  We will always 

remember those who sadly lost their lives during this time.  While we attempt to return to ‘normal’, we can’t forget 

how challenging a time this has been for communities and how they struggle to get back to this new ‘normal’.   

 

In Blantyre, we have continued to keep our town ‘Going and Growing’, although this year has probably been the 

most challenging since Bonnie Blantyre burst on to the scene in 2017.  These challenges have been brought about by 

amazing successes.  We have been successful in continuing to develop our town - we have continued to grow.  But 

the challenge creeps in when it came to the volunteers that were needed to lead this growth.  We owe so much to 

the small groups of people who have spearheaded change, continued to make Blantyre the best it can be.  They are 

the heroes of the story!  Albeit tired heroes!  I am proud of each and every one of them because they have kept 

going and growing even although they are exhausted.  Special, special people. 

 

But these community heroes have only been able to grow Blantyre due to the warmth and support shown by the 

amazing wider community, kind hearted individuals, our local businesses, churches, community police, schools, 

nurseries and South Lanarkshire Council work in partnership with our groups community groups.  They are our fans, 

responding to our calls for help and cheering us on when things seemed difficult.  This is another year of being in it 

together and that is genuinely how it feels.  We see the best of Blantyre every day and we want to share some of 

that with you.  Read on for a sample of what we have been up to with your pals in Blantyre and you’ll see how 

amazing our people are.  Buzzing for you to share in our experiences!  Read on for a taster of what we got up to with 

our pals in Blantyre!  Enjoy! 

Bonnie Bee 

 

Welcome to Blantyre!  It’s lovely to see you! 
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HORTICULTURE 

For another year, Bonnie Blantyre and pals grew in the community and in homes.  Here’s a wee summary: 

1. Bonnie Blantyre has 15 permanent planters in Blantyre.  These have flowers growing all through the year.  

This year, the majority have a mix of perennial and annual summer bedding plants.   They also have Spring 

flowering bulbs.  These are watered by local volunteers out with our voluntary groups – just people who 

care. 

2. Bonnie Blantyre plant up between 40 and 50 summer pots which are distributed on our main streets. They 

were distributed by a kind local business, Strachan Craft Butchers. These are watered by local businesses.  

Bonnie Blantyre (in partnership with Blantyre Community Council) secured £2000 for planters for Glasgow 

Road and Blantyre Community Council received £1000 for planters for the same area.  £1000 is being used 

for ordinary planters and flowers and soil.  The rest of the funding is being used to trial self-watering 

planters. 

3. Blantyre has two community gardens – Established TACT Healthy Park and the Blantyre Miners Welfare 

Community Garden, which is just over a year old.   

4. Blantyre Soccer Academy is also in the process of creating community allotments following their successful 

community asset transfer of a piece of land from South Lanarkshire Council. 

5. Friends of the Calder have a community orchard, which is three years old and for the last two years, they 

have been trialling veg growing with Bonnie Blantyre. 

6. Friends of the Calder work in partnership with South Lanarkshire Council to develop its management plan, 

which includes all the maintenance of the area for the local biodiversity. 

7. Bonnie Blantyre work in partnership with South Lanarkshire Council to improve and maintain the areas 

around the pit disaster monuments in the graveyard and at High Blantyre Cross.  Hundreds of Spring 

flowering bulbs have been planted around both monuments and have flowered for two years now.  Spring 

flowering bulbs have also been planted outside the Leisure Centre in a bed which has wildflower in it, 

during summer months.  

8. Bonnie Blantyre displayed 17 planters at the pit disaster monument this year, rather than plant up with 

original border.  The group are in dialogue about removing wildflower and continuing the lawn up the 

monument.  These planters are watered by local volunteers, out with the groups.  

9. Bonnie Blantyre, in partnership with the Council, planted a box hedge next to the pit disaster monument 

at High Blantyre Cross, in an old plant border.  

10. Bonnie Blantyre work with South Lanarkshire Council on the management of the wildflower meadow 

around the old Kirkton Care Home, outside the Leisure Centre and at the pit disaster monument at High 

Blantyre Cross.   

11. The Council consulted with Bonnie Blantyre on the planting of trees in honour of the Queen’s Jubilee in 

Stonefield Park. 

12. The Council have created a wildflower meadow in Stonefield Park, which is used by the Butterfly 

Conservation Trust to educate people on Blantyre butterflies, bees and beasties.  The Butterfly 

Conservation Trust also do the same with the wildflower meadows at the Calder Orchard which are 

managed and maintained by Friends of the Calder and the Countryside Rangers. 

13. Bonnie Blantyre continues to run it’s successful, ‘Sunny Blantyre’ sunflower growing competition with 

3000 growing kits being distributed across the town’s schools and nurseries.  £500 in sponsorship was 

received for this competition. 
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14. Grumble Bee’s growing gang, started during lockdown, continues to celebrate the success of those 

growing in their own homes with participants being rewarded by receiving a certificate. 

15. Bonnie Blantyre and Friends of the Calder has worked with High Blantyre Primary School and Nursery with 

their growing after supporting them to become an RHS gold school garden.  They continue to arrange the 

‘grow your own potatoes’ scheme, donate seeds, source soil improver for them and fix their greenhouse. 

 

We always garden with a focus on the environment.  Here is some of what we do in Blantyre: 

1. The Sunny Blantyre sunflower competition used recycled plastic pots, which could be recycled again.  They 

also used peat free soil and biodegradable bags. 

2. Both TACT Healthy Park and the Blantyre Miners Community Garden: 

- Reuse old wood for gardening and joinery projects 

- Save seeds 

- Gather rainwater 

- Use ‘black gold’ soil improver from the Council 

- Take cuttings and grow as much of their own as they can 

- Use chippings from the Council from trees that have been cut down.  The Miners Garden also used 

chippings from the Trees that felled in their garden. 

- Take plants that the Council are composting at the end of the summer and care for them through the 

winter, for planting in the following summer. 

- Compost their garden waste 

- Recycle pots from the local community 

- Encourage baskets and tubs to be refilled rather than purchase new ones 

3. In addition, the Blantyre Miners Community Garden: 

 

- Doesn’t use any pesticides or slug pellets.   

- Uses green manure.   

- Takes plants from a local supermarket at the end of their sales life and cut them back for use in the 

garden at pots.   

- Take plants from local (and not so local!) gardens when people are redesigning their gardens. 

- Reuse cable drums, slabs, pallets, decking boards and bricks for community growing projects. 

- Created raised beds and borders from the tree trunks from the trees that were felled in the garden. 

- Reused a polytunnel frame, no longer required by the David Livingstone Centre.  This was reskinned by 

the volunteers. 

- Has two different wildflower meadows to attract different insects and wildlife. 

 

Let’s take a look at some bonnie photos of what has been ‘growing’ on. 
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  For the 5th year running, the ‘Sunny Blantyre’ sunflower 

growing took place this year.  Almost 3000 kits were 

distributed across our Blantyre schools and nurseries.  

Once again, the children in our schools made up the kits.  

This was an activity that used to take Bonnie Blantyre 

weeks.  We feel that by making the kits up, schools have 

more ownership of them and are more engaged in the 

competition.   

This competition sees the generations coming together, 

often with Grannies and Grandpas growing with the kids.  

But when the parents get involved, they tend to be more 

competitive than the kids!  Riley Devlin grows with his 

Gran and has grown with us for many years.  Orlagh Smith 

is now at High School and continues to grow with her Dad, 

James.  And then every year, we make new friends as they 

start nursery.  We literally watch the children grow as well 

as their sunflowers.  It’s very special. 

We again used pots made from recycled material and 

these could be recycled again.  The soil we used was peat 

free.   

 

We couldn’t host our annual growing celebration last 

year, so schools and nurseries distributed certificates and 

medals on our behalf.  Grandparents also got certificates!  

This year, we hope to host our celebration – hooray! 

We couldn’t expect our nursery children to make 

up sunflower growing kits, so groups of volunteers 

gathered to make these.  They were later 

distributed to local nurseries. 

As always, we also included our local care home in 

the competition. 
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‘Grumble Bee’s Growing Gang’ was established in 

2020 to celebrate the young people who grew more 

than just sunflowers.  All the children who sent in 

photos of their growing journey received a special 

certificate. 

Friends of the Calder and Bonnie Blantyre have had a close relationship with High Blantyre Primary School for five years.  

Supporting them to achieve platinum level of the Woodland Trust Green Tree Award and the gold level of the RSPB wild 

challenge and the RHS gardening award in 2019.  Over the past two years, the school has continued to keep growing.  The 

primary one class did a fabulous potato growing experiment, watching it grow within a bottle.  Several classes continued 

to take part in the, ‘grow your own potatoes’ scheme.  It was a real pleasure being able to watch progress on social media, 

made us still feel part of it. 
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Bonnie Blantyre planted a wildflower border outside a care home with the people who lived there and staff in 

2018.  Although the care home has closed, we have continued to maintain it and for the first three years, we had 

a lovely display.  It was cut down at the end of the season last year, and then thinned out this year.  

The wildflower meadows inside and outside the Friends of 

the Calder community orchards continue to be a haven to 

Blantyre butterflies, bees and beasties.   We continue to 

work with the Council to discuss the wildflower at the Pit 

Disaster monument and outside our Leisure Centre. 

Sadly, it became unwieldy.  As part of the 

management of this area, we took advice from the 

Council and cut it all back this summer and will re-

seed around September time. 
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All of our 15 permanent planters had another fabulous 

showing of Spring flowering bulbs last year.  We had another 

beautiful display around and beside our pit disaster 

monument.  These continued to compliment the hedging that 

we planted, with the help of the Council, two years ago.  We 

have worked with the Council to see a wildflower bed 

replaced with beautiful lawn.  The bulbs we planted at our 

Leisure Centre and within our graveyard also looked beautiful.  

The Blantyre Miners Community Garden also planted a load of 

new bulbs in their garden.  We had a Spring in our step in 

Blantyre! 
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The majority of our permanent planters this year 

were planted with some perennials and annuals.    

We also used plants that had been donated by a 

local supermarket and ones we saved from people’s 

gardens.  All of our pit bogies were painted by 

Community Payback this year and new Bonnie 

Blantyre signage placed on all planters.  

The Spring bulbs that Friends of the Calder planted several years ago continued to bloom, as did the ones at 

Greenhall park – beautiful displays in these woodland settings. 

Over £400 was donated to the High Blantyre Primary 

School Parent Council for plants for our bonnie pots 

and planters.  Over 40 pots were planted up by 

volunteers and watered by local businesses and 

residents.  Bonnie Blantyre was awarded £2000 (to 

be managed by the Community Council) for planters 

for Glasgow Road and Blantyre Community Council 

was awarded £1000 to be used for the same 

purpose.  The majority of this funding will be spent 

next year.  £500 was donated to the community 

garden for soil. 
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The small, but mighty TACT Healthy Park Volunteers welcomed the Scouts to the garden. They enjoyed harvesting 

and planting.  The volunteers have developed a firm relationship with Victoria Falls pupil, Rocco, who has enjoyed 

learning from Mary.  The group had another hugely successful year of hanging basket and tubs sales.  The men 

created some wooden planters in their workshop, which were then planted up.  All funds raised go straight back 

into the garden.   
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The first year for the Blantyre Miners Community Garden has been a busy one!  They have taken a disused 

site and turned into a community garden with a serenity garden, orchard, two polytunnels, food growing 

raised beds, and an area for Bonnie Blantyre to work with the community.  As well as building an 

‘educational hub’, funding of approximately £12,000 has been secured to develop a Men’s Shed in the 

garden.  The boiler house and chimney has been removed, meaning more space for the garden.  It’s an 

evolving project, with the volunteers working harder than ever. 

TACT Healthy Park had a successful crop of veg and fruit which they offer to the local community.  They also saved 

their seeds and took many cuttings for this summer.   
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In 2021, the Blantyre Miners Welfare Community Garden donated what they grew to the local community, 

including the patrons of the Blantyre Miners Welfare and Victoria Care Home.  This year, what they grow is 

given to the Hamilton Churches Drop-In Centre and the local foodbank. 
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The Blantyre Miners Community Garden planted with the Scouts.  They children also left the garden with 

the ingredients to make soup, after harvesting some veg.  Young people from Kear Campus visited the 

garden over several weeks, harvesting fruit and veg.  Many of them tried things that they hadn’t before, 

like golden raspberries.  The garden has secured £10,000 to build an, ‘educational hub’, where the kids will 

be able to cook what they harvest in the future. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Thanks to Jim Brown (or JimBee) as he is known in Bonnie Blantyre, we can see the range of wildlife that visits 

Blantyre.  We must be doing something right if we are supporting the conditions for all this wildlife to exist.  
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After years of campaigning, Friends of the 

Calder finally supported High Blantyre 

Primary School to get a gate installed in 

their school fence to allow them a more 

direct, safer route to the Calder.  They are 

the only primary school in Blantyre to have 

such a rich woodland on their doorstep, so 

it’s amazing they can now get easier access.  

This year seen the school get so much use 

out of it.  The kids carry out regular litter 

picks and finished term with a whole school 

picnic. 

 

Friends of the Calder continue to work with 

South Lanarkshire Council to improve the North 

side of the river.  The second phase of 

improvement works were planned to see a 

replacement bridge installed as well as signage 

installed, and the paths improved. 

The stumbling block was that £15k was required 

to design the new bridge before funding of £120k 

could be applied for. 

 

After several online meetings this year, Friends of 

the Calder got agreement from the Council to get 

investment of £25k to move the funding 

application forward.  A major success for the 

group.  

 

Sadly, due to lack of engineers, the bridge has yet 

to be designed, but all parties continue to work 

towards moving it forward. 

Greenhall, Barnhill and Milheugh became a 

Local Nature Reserve at the end of 2021.  

Friends of the Calder have been working 

with the Council to prepare a plan to get 

Greenhall ready for entry into the Green 

Flag Award in 2023.  Good progress has 

been made. 
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The Butterfly Conservation Trust visited the Calder for 

a second year to carry out an event where the 

community was invited to learn more about Blantyre 

butterflies, bees and beasties. 

Our Countryside Rangers were back hosting nature 

events with our community. 

Bringing back our annual bat watch with our 

Countryside Rangers was a huge success! 

Friends of the Calder were back carrying out 

maintenance individually (thanks mainly to John) and 

through practical conservation work days. 
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During our practical conservation days, Friends of the Calder did lots of pruning at pathways.  We also cleared 

away stairs.  The Council also cleared away a set of stairs for us.  We still have people who, independent of 

Friends of the Calder, carry out work.  We see evidence of that in the orchard with pruning taking place. 
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We continue to use Jim Brown’s photos to highlight the 

real-life challenges of leaving your rubbish in and around 

Blantyre.   

Three years ago, Margaret from Friends of the 

Calder won a bench. In July, it was set on fire and 

extinguished by kind-hearted members of the 

community.  Almost £500 was raised and two new 

benches pledged by the original donor within 4 

hours. 
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Friends of the Calder are back 

carrying out community litter 

picks.   

However, the support offered 

by walkers and dog walkers 

continues to be invaluable as 

the collect rubbish on their 

walks.  We’d be lost without 

their support. 

Other groups, like the Scouts, 

the local school and a litter 

picking group also regularly 

check for litter. 

Bonnie Blantyre supported the 

High Blantyre Primary School 

Parent Council to carry out its 

first successful Christmas 

jumper swap.  Over 50 jumpers 

were swapped which was good 

for the environment and 

people’s purses. 



20 
 

  

Bonnie Blantyre supported the 

High Blantyre Primary School 

Parent Council to carry out a 

Halloween costume swap.  

Over 100 costumes went to 

new homes.  More money 

saved and a wee help for the 

environment too. 

Back in 2019, Bonnie Blantyre supported High Blantyre Primary to set up battery and crisp recycling.  This 

support has continued.  The crisp packet scheme has come to an end, so Bonnie now points the 

community in the direction of the recycling facilities in Asda Blantyre.  The High Blantyre Primary School 

Parent Council also supported up a uniform bank, taking in used uniform for re-use and a Warburton wax 

wrap recycling scheme. 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

Bonnie Blantyre hosted their annual, ‘pumpkin carving’ competition.  The winners were given some Halloween 

goodies a medal and certificate. 

Once again, Bonnie Blantyre appealed to the local 

community for donations of knitted and crocheted 

poppies for Remembrance Day.  The community 

responded with hundreds of new poppies.  Some 

were made into garlands and wreaths. 
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Bonnie Blantyre once again filled pots at both 

monuments and placed their crocheted poppy 

wreaths at the monuments on behalf of the 

people of Blantyre. 

Bonnie Blantyre decorated the trees on the way 

into the graveyard on the main street with the 

donated poppies. 

Gavin Watson Printers kindly designed and created Blantyre’s soldier silhouette for a second year.  

This year, they also added a silhouette war ship and plane.  Bonnie Blantyre worked with the 

schools and nurseries to have all the children colour poppies which were then put on display. 
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A poppy meadow was also created at the entrance of the graveyard. 

The soldiers from the 2020 display were on display at 

High Blantyre Primary School.  The 2021 soldiers have 

been donated to High Blantyre Old Church. 

Blantyre historian, Alex Rochead prepared 

information on the men who lost their lives at 

Auchentibber which were displayed at the 

monument. 
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New soldier silhouettes were also placed at the 

Auchentibber monument, which were very poignant. 

Our churches had fabulous Remembrance displays.  It 

was a beautiful, genuine community effort. 

Thanks to four kind businesses, Bonnie Blantyre was able to deliver 2500 selection boxes to every 

school and nursery in Blantyre. It was a fantastic event, loved by all.  Some festive cheer, at last!   Each 

business donated £500 each.  The donations were managed by Blantyre Community Council.  
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Friends of the Calder were 

delighted to be able to host 

their annual Easter Egg Hunt.  

It was bigger and better than 

before, with the addition of  

a bouncy castle, face 

painting and arts and crafts.  

Every child got a free egg 

and snacks.  £500 came from 

the Council microgrants and 

local businesses and 

individuals donated the 

crisps and snacks and paid 

for the activities.  Over 400 

people joined us for a egg-

cellent day!  The Countyside 

Rangers were also able to 

host river dipping sessions 

too. 

The Countryside Rangers 

were also able to host river 

dipping sessions too. 
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Bonnie Blantyre and the Blantyre Miners Community Garden hosted a, ‘Cuppa with Queen Bee’, as part of the 

Queen’s Jubilee celebrations.  It was done at the same time as a plant sale in the Miners Community Garden. 

Bonnie Blantyre, the Blantyre Miners 

Community Garden and High 

Blantyre Primary Parent Council held 

two plant sales on the same day.  

The community garden had made up 

pots and baskets to sell and the 

Parent Council had partnered with a 

garden centre to sell summer 

bedding plants.  The garden raised 

over £1000 for garden funds and the 

Parent Council raised over £700.  A 

hugely successful event.  
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Friends of the Calder displayed signage around the 

town to promote their group.  They have also 

secured a notice board which will be placed at 

Greenhall Park to engage with those who don’t 

interact with the group on social media.  They are 

also running a monthly photograph competition 

which is increasing engagement.  All groups have 

highly engaged Facebook accounts. 

The amount of volunteer hours that Blantyre clocked up over the last year is hugely significant.  Whether it be working away on 

their own or as part of it a team.  We are forever grateful.  Along with the Council, so many businesses and individuals provided 

donations of money and goods to keep the different voluntary groups going.  Asda Blantyre and Gavin Watson Printers provided 

brilliant support, in different ways.  Tom Brown of Gavin Watson was an invaluable part of the Bonnie Blantyre team, a legend.  

James Meechan from ground services was a true star, as was Mary Sutherland from Asda Blantyre.   
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PRESS CUTTINGS AND AWARDS 

Our groups were too busy getting on with things to get their photos in the paper this year!  

Our town was delighted to see us feature in an episode of Beechgrove Garden. 

 

 

Our amazing volunteer Pat Irwin did receive 

a certificate of merit from the RHS Caley!   

One of our amazing Green Flag nurseries, Bardykes Farm Nursery School 

won the Upstream Battle Marine Litter Competition – we couldn’t be 

prouder.  Friends of the Calder is an Upstream Battle group, so it was 

lovely to see the nursery take part and win this fantastic competition!   
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Friends of the Calder is a constituted group, which was established approximately eight years ago. The group focuses 
on the conservation, enjoyment, community involvement and education concerning an area known locally as the 
Calder, or ‘Cawther’. The areas within the Calder where the focus is called Milheugh, Greenhall and Barnhill.  The image 
below shows the size of the estate that they care for. The group meets every two months and has a series of 
collaborative events organised with the Countryside Rangers as well as standalone events.  In the last year, 1325.50 
volunteers were recorded. 
 
  

There is an array of wonderful voluntary groups and charitable organisations and resources in Blantyre such as 

Blantyre Miners Community Garden, TACT Healthy Park, Friends of the Calder, Blantyre Community Council, 

Blantyre Community Committee, Blantyre Telegraph, Blantyre Miners Welfare Charitable Society, Blantyre Soccer 

Academy, David Livingstone Birthplace, Hyper Cyber Youth Project, Terminal One Youth Organisation, 3rd Blantyre 

Scout Group, Blantyre Heritage Group, Blantyre Project and many, many more.  We are so lucky to have so many 

hard working groups in the Town.  Our entry this year focuses only on  few of these groups, but we are so grateful 

to each and every one of them for all that they do in our community.  Here are an overview of the groups 

discussed in our submission: 

 

OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY GROUPS 
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Bonnie Blantyre was established in May 2017. It is not a constituted group and has simple aims. The campaign aims 
to promote the fact that Blantyre is full of fabulous people, places and things. These things often can be overlooked 
as people get used to seeing them. Therefore, Bonnie Blantyre aims to celebrate the beauty on the people of 
Blantyre’s doorstep. It encourages people to get outside and experience Blantyre, take photos of it, fix things that 
need attention and make Blantyre as bonnie as it can be. It looks to encourage citizen pride and action. 

 
The faces of the campaign are ‘Bonnie the Bee’, ‘Grumble Bee’ and sometimes a ‘Wee Bee’ tags along. Oh, and 

‘Sunny the Sunflower’ comes out for guest appearances too. We’ve also got ‘JimBee’ who takes all the cracking 

photos of Blantyre. Wee Mary and Pat are also key members of the Bee Team.  The campaign has lots of fun! 

 

The Tenants Association Coatshill Thornhill (TACT) group, based in Blantyre was established in 1978. The group had 

a desire to further engage with the community and develop a disused piece of land. Many years in the planning, in 

2009, the land was turned   into TACT Healthy Park, and this brings considerable benefit to the community and the 

environment. The ethos of the Park is to promote healthy eating and healthy lifestyle and is accessible to the wider 

community. All the produce (onions, carrots, leeks, potatoes, tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, raspberries, 

strawberries to name a few!), are available to the community for voluntary donations. The volunteers in the Healthy 

Park   work all year round. 

 

The Blantyre Miners Community Garden developed during lockdown between 2020-2021.  Developing out of a 

collaboration between Blantyre Community Council, Bonnie Blantyre and the Blantyre Miners Welfare, the garden 

now is a constituted group.  The garden has an orchard, serenity garden, 2 polytunnels and many food growing 

raised beds.  The fruit and veg grown in the garden is donated to the Hamilton Churches Drop In Centre and the local 

foodbank.  The garden is currently being developed to include an ‘educational hub’ that will allow volunteers and 

guests to cook food that has been grown in the garden.  A Men’s Shed will also be hosted in the garden.  The 

volunteers of the garden work all year round.   

 

 


