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We would like to welcome the judges 
to our wonderful city for Bloom 2022, 
Aberdeen Communities Together.
Aberdeen’s campaign is a 365-day campaign involving 
a wide range of people from local communities. The 
overall aim is to ensure that the communities come 
together with the goal of enhancing their surroundings 
and creating a better environment. We include all the 
inspiring and fantastic work done across the city by 
both our own staff and the many in bloom partners 
and volunteers.

Aberdeen has a long and proud In Bloom history 
and tradition, and it’s that time again to really show 
off our city in all its splendour. Beautiful Scotland 
allows Aberdeen the opportunity to showcase 
our outstanding greenspaces, parks, woodland, 
nature and wildlife, and highlight the collaborative, 
partnership approach that is key to our success. 
Our dedicated Environmental Services teams helps 
to support many community groups, businesses, 
schools and volunteers to encourage pride in our 

city. In the last year, these partnerships have helped 
inspire and lead a number of new and existing 
community projects; 

•	 Working	Wetlands.	This	project	is	working	with	
wildlife	and	nature	to	creating	more	biodiversity	
and	green	spaces	for	nature.	

•	 Craster	Project.	This	project	is	working	with	
schools	to	grow	their	own	food.

•	 7	Green	Flag	Awards	–	Duthie	Park	(also	Green	
Heritage	Site),	Hazlehead	Park,	Seaton	Park,	
Johnston	Gardens,	Victoria	Park,	Slopefield	
Allotments,	and	Garthdee	Field	Allotments.	

•	 The	development	of	spaces	for	nature	across	the	
city	with	natural	areas	of	biodiversity,	including	
localised	wild	flower	areas.

•	 Clean	Up	Aberdeen	2022	saw	a	record	number	of	
clean	ups,	496,	completed	with	more	than	2000	
volunteers	involved.

•	 Aberdeen	City	Council’s	Climate	Plan.

•	 Keep	Scotland	Beautiful	Beach	Award	2022

•	 30	It’s	Your	Neighbourhood	groups.

•	 A	close	working	relationship	with	Aberdeen’s	BID,	
Aberdeen	Inspired

•	 Woodside	Wee	Forest.	Aberdeen’s	first	and	
Scotland’s	most	northerly	Wee	Forest.

•	 Queen	Green	Canopy	Champion	City.



A 142-year-old fountain in a popular city 
park has been turned back on – thanks 
to the fundraising efforts of community 
groups and the City Council’s Common 
Good Fund.

The conservation-led work on the category-
A-listed historic fountain in Victoria Park 
started last September and it was completed 
this week with the fountain turned back on.

The £137,000 of work included delicate cleaning and 
repairing of the carved stonework and decorative 
copper elements using bristle brushes and steam 
rather than corrosive chemicals, the aged and failed 
filtration system was stripped out and replaced 
with a modern, energy-efficient system, the modern 
cement pointing was removed and the stonework 
repointed using a traditional lime-based mortar, 
and local granite boulders were sourced and cut to 
replace the three missing and one vandalised bowls, 
in keeping with the spirit of the original stonework. 
A regular maintenance regime for the fountain’s 
future care was also established.

Friends of Victoria and Westburn Parks secured 
funding to undertake the full repair and restoration 

of the historic fountain and the works 
were overseen by Aberdeen 

City Council.

The fountain was designed in 
1878 by eminent local architect 
John Bridgeford Pirie and was 
constructed in 1880 as the 
centrepiece of Victoria Park 

using 14 different types of local 
granite, reflecting the variety 

of stone being quarried in the 
Aberdeen area at the time. Gifted to the 

city by the Master Masons’ Association of Aberdeen, 
it bears the monograms of the stonemasons who 
created it. Victoria Park is located on land which 
formed part of the 14th century Forest of Stocket, 
the royal hunting domain which Robert the Bruce 
gifted to the Burgh of Aberdeen as part of the 
Freedom Lands in 1319.They developed into fields 
and, in 1871, the Aberdeen Council approved a plan 
to transform the middle portion of these feuing 
grounds for use as a public park for the people of 
Aberdeen. The Victorians added walls and railings to 
define the boundaries of the park, and in February 
1873, the park opened and was formally named 
Victoria Park, after the then-Queen.

Horticultural Achievements

Fountain switched back 
on in city park



Green Flag Awards for 
Parks and Allotments
Parks and allotments are celebrating once again 
after winning national environmental awards in 
consecutive years. The Green	Flag	Award scheme 
recognises and rewards well managed parks and 
green spaces, setting the benchmark standard for 
the management of recreational outdoor spaces 
across the United Kingdom and around the world. 
The following sites retained their Green Flag Awards 
from the previous year:

Duthie	Park,	Hazlehead	Park,	Seaton	Park,	Johnston	
Gardens,	Victoria	Park	and	Slopefield	Allotments.	
Duthie	Park	retained	its	Green	Heritage	Site	
accreditation	and	is	one	of	only	two	parks	in	
Scotland	to	achieve	this	last	year.

Well done to Garthdee	Field	Allotments which gained 
a Green Flag for the first time last year, only the 
second allotment site in Scotland to achieve this. 
Slopefield was the first allotment site to be awarded 
this in Scotland in 2019. A successful Green Flag 
Award site recognises well managed parks and 
green spaces.

City Awards Success 
Aberdeen is celebrating again with news of recent 
successes for the city in the Beautiful Scotland and 
Britain in Bloom awards.

Aberdeen was a winner at the Beautiful Scotland 
Awards achieving a Gold Medal and also achieved 
the Wright	Award	for	Sustainability for our work on 
Wetlands, Woodlands and Wildlife.

This work included naturalising watercourses to 
reduce flooding and creating wildflower areas with 
pathways and signage, working in partnership 
with community groups and schools to create 
and manage wildflower areas, and changing 
the management regime in some parks and 
greenspaces. This included increased tree planting 
and reducing mowing to promote wildflowers 
helping align the service’s vision with the Council’s 
Climate Change Plan.

Aberdeen achieved further recognition in the 
Britain in Bloom Community Awards receiving 
the top award of ‘Outstanding’ in the Green 
Solution category for “Working Wetlands, Working 
With Wildlife & Nature”. We also received the 
‘Achievement’ Award for Craster in the Nourishing 
Your Community Awards.
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Bulb Planting Bonanza
Aberdeen will enjoy a bonanza of spring flowers as 
communities plant thousands of bulbs.
In a frenzy of autumn activity, community groups, 
churches and schools have been taking to the 
outdoors to plant crocuses and muscari bulbs.

Working in partnership, Aberdeen City Council’s 
Environmental Services supplied the bulbs, while 
enthusiastic volunteers provided the manpower.
A fantastic 90 groups throughout the city were 
involved in planting 140,000 bulbs to guarantee a 
colourful spring. The hard work of these volunteers 
makes a huge difference to Aberdeen’s greenspaces.

National Garden Week (2 to 8 May) saw a variety 
of gardening workshops held at Duthie Park to 
encourage more people to get into gardening. At the 
start of the week, a workshop was for younger 
gardeners, helping to give them new planting ideas 
and to encourage their enthusiasm for gardening. 
For adults, the week started with a workshop on 
Gardening for Climate Change, and the participants 
were provided with the top ten ideas on they could 
improve their garden, which include:

1.	 Plant	a	tree;
2.	 Water	the	way	nature	intended	(collecting	

rainwater);
3.	 Go	peat	free;
4.	 Make	your	own	compost;
5.	 Pull	up	slabs	(or	artificial	grass);
6.	 Plants	for	pollinators;
7.	 Grow	your	own	bunch	of	flowers;
8.	 Electrify	your	garden	(use	electric	mowers	etc	
9.	 as	opposed	to	petrol	ones);
10.	Eat	your	own	foodstuff;
11.	Help	map	UK	garden	plant	biodiversity’	(which	

is	to	add	your	garden	plants	to	RHS	My	Garden	
online).

Horticultural Achievements

Duthie Park 
Gardening 
Workshops 
a hit



Queen’s Green Canopy 
Champion City
Thousands of trees have been planted in Aberdeen 
as part of a nation-wide initiative to mark the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee in 2022.

The Queen’s Green Canopy is a unique tree planting 
initiative which invites people from across the 
United Kingdom to ‘Plant a Tree for the Jubilee’ to 
create a legacy in honour of The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee and Aberdeen has been selected as one of 
the initiative’s Champion Cities. The Champion City 
programme has been launched to celebrate some of 
the nation’s outstanding cities which have trees as a 
central part of their plans for green spaces.

Being a Champion City is a great honour as we are 
one of only 20 cities across the whole of the UK to 
be awarded this.

In Aberdeen, there has been a programme of tree 
planting throughout the 21/22 season which includes:

•	 Planting	up	Fernielea	open	space	with	8000	trees	
and	shrubs.	Our	Queens	Green	Canopy	premier	
site	and	launch.	Very	successful	consultation	
undertaken	in	March	which	saw	overwhelming	
support	for	planting	trees	in	the	area.	Planting	
completed	early	April	2022.

•	 Street	tree	planting	for	2021/22	aligned	to	Queen’s	
Green	Canopy.	500	street	trees	planted	across	
city.	Planting	has	been	ongoing	since	January	and	
completed	in	April	2022.

•	 70	oak	trees	have	been	made	available	to	our	
schools	and	community	groups	for	planting.	

	 Good	response	with	40	groups	already	signed	up	
and	planted.

•	 All	our	formal	parks	(Duthie	Park,	Hazlehead	Park,	
Victoria	Park	etc)	have	planted	a	Queen’s	Green	
Canopy	tree.	

•	 Queen’s	Green	Canopy	as	very	much	a	headline	
in	our	Beautiful	Scotland	campaign	for	2022.	To	be	
included	throughout	tour	and	campaign.

•	 Theme	for	our	School	Garden	Competition	is	
Queens	Jubilee.	Excellent	response	from	schools	
across	Aberdeen	with	winners	selected	from	
Cornhill,	Loirston	and	Quarryhill.	Beds	to	be	
planted	in	May.

•	 Clean	Up	Aberdeen	to	be	linked	i.e.	clean	up	
our	woodlands.	To	be	included	through	2022	
campaign.	Specific	woodland	clean	up	event	for	
later	in	2022.

•	 Queen’s	Green	Canopy	aligned	as	part	of	our	tree	
planting	programme	to	Aberdeen	City	Council’s	
Climate	Plan	and	Spaces	for	Nature	work.	Work	
has	already	started	on	this.

•	 We	are	to	launch	our	own	tree	nursery	at	
Hazlehead	in	2022.	Growing	our	own	Queen’s	
Green	Canopy	trees	for	years	to	come!

•	 We	aim	to	plant	a	legacy	tree	at	Hazlehead	
Park	later	in	2022	as	part	of	the	Queens	Jubilee	
celebration.

Further	initiatives	and	projects	are	planned	for	the	
2022/23	season. 

Environmental Responsibility 



Climate Week North East is a week 
packed full of fun, inspiring and 
interesting events, designed to raise 
awareness of climate change but, 
more importantly, show what we 
can all do to make a difference and 
reduce our carbon footprint. The 
event showcases what is going on 
in Aberdeen City and Aberdeenshire 
to tackle climate change and 
provides inspiration on how we can 
all live sustainably.  Climate Week 

provides the opportunity to learn 
how to make positive changes for 
the planet from individuals and 
organisations who are working to 
create a better environment for us  
all. Through the course of the week, 
participants are all encouraged to 
learn more, take action and create 
a thriving sustainable North East 
Scotland. Alone or together with our 
community, there is so much we can 
do to help care for our planet.

Clean Up Aberdeen
Everyone in the city is being encouraged to 
help to Clean Up Aberdeen by reducing waste, 
litter-picking, and appreciating wildlife in your 
neighbourhood. These small differences carried out 
by an individual can make big changes to making 
entire communities cleaner, greener, and brighter for 
everyone to enjoy. The ask came from the annual 
launch of Clean Up Aberdeen which was held in the 
community of Seaton along with Fresh Community 
Wellness, a group which has been making a 
fantastic contribution to the local area. The launch 

included a question-and-answer session for Seaton 
residents to find out about the waste and recycling 
options available to them, bring up any issues or 
concerns about cleaning, greening, and bringing 
colour to the area, and provide an opportunity 
to learn about working together. The event also 
tied into Climate Week by focusing on waste 
reduction, recycling, small improvements making big 
difference, appreciating wildlife on your doorstep, 
and a litter-picking session. Throughout this week, 
special attention has been paid to remove flytipping 
in Seaton and it is hoped that people will be 
discouraged from the act when they see how tidy 
the area has been.

Environmental Responsibility 

Climate Week 
North East



The first Wee Forest has been planted in Aberdeen 
thanks to the joint efforts of Aberdeen City Council’s 
environment services team, NatureScot, and pupils 
and staff of Woodside School.

A Wee Forest is a tennis court-sized, densely 
planted, and fast growing, native woodland in urban 
Scotland which combines the specific Tiny Forest 
planting method with long-term citizen science.

The 600 plants, which include alder, cherry, Scots 
pine, crab apple, holly, juniper, elder, willow, oak, 
rowan, and hazel trees along with dog roses, broom, 
gorse, blaeberry, heather, hawthorn, and blackthorn 
have been planted by staff and pupils in a grassy 
area across Clifton Road from the school with help 
from the City Council’s Countryside Rangers.

The Woodside Wee Forest will complement a nearby 
outdoor classroom presenting many opportunities 
for school and community engagement. Young 
people can help to tackle the ecological and climate 
emergency by planting and looking after their own 
forest in their own neighbourhood.

The Woodside Wee Forest will provide places to play 
in a natural setting and opportunities to enjoy nature, 
with benefits for mental and physical health. As well 
as local schools and communities being involved in 
design and planting, the Wee Forest will have a “Tree 
Keeper Team” of local volunteers to look after it and 
measure its benefits for nature and people.

The Woodside Wee Forest will join a group of 20 such 
forests across Scotland which are being planted.

Community Engagement

The Duthie Park Ranger Service had a busy start to 
the new school year and were delighted to welcome 
back schools visiting the park.  Since September, 13 
primary school classes made their way to Duthie Park 
for an outdoor educational visit with the Duthie Park 
Rangers, learning about the park’s wildlife and history, 

making bug hotels, and even harvesting vegetables 
from the Community Garden. The PEEP Little Rangers 
groups running regularly in Duthie Park have also 
continued outdoors in all weathers, supporting 
parents and their young children to learn together 
about nature, animals and the seasons.  During the 
October school holidays, the Duthie Park Ranger 
Service ran their usual nature-themed educational 
sessions for 3-7- and 8–12-year-old children. In total, 
123 children attended the free outdoor sessions 
planting spring bulbs and learning about native 
animals, Autumn, and the changes it brings.

Duthie Park Rangers 
Welcome Back Schools

First Wee Forest 
planted for Aberdeen

Duthie Park Rangers 
Welcome Back Schools



ParkForce volunteers have been busy tidying up 
all the plots on the Community Garden. This has 
included harvesting the last of the vegetables, 
cutting back all the dead growth and clearing 
leaves. Members of the group have also been busy 
by adding compost to the new planters. This will be 

new addition to the Community Garden in 2022 and 
will be planted with a variety of medicinal plants, 
which will create a new Physic Garden. Friends of 
Duthie Park applied for funding from the Community 
Climate Asset Fund to purchase the planters, and 
a new polytunnel, which will be used by ParkForce 
and the Adult Garden Workshops to help grow new 
plants from seed. Several fruit cages were also 
purchased using the Fund helping to protect the 
vegetables in the community garden. The Friends 
also received £500 from Acciona’s Community 
Reporting Funding. This funding, which is from the 
main contractor building the new Energy from Waste 
facility in Tullos Industrial Zone, will be used to 
help purchase plants for the Physic Garden. Since 
the volunteers returned to ParkForce after summer, 
there has been an increase in the number of people 
wanting to volunteer, and it is great to see new 
people coming along to the group. Gardening is a 
good all-round activity, helping to encourage healthy 
eating by growing your own vegetables, physical 
exercise, has a positive impact to mental health and 
is good for the climate by encouraging us to grow 
more plants.

Community Engagement

Staff from Environmental Services paid a visit to 
the Clan Cancer Support garden and were able to 
assist with the work of the regular volunteers who 
keep the gardens looking beautiful all year round. 
The team from the Council undertook the sanding 
and varnishing of garden furniture and feature 
woodwork along with the power-washing of the 
paths and pavements around the garden. It was 
certainly a case of many hands making light work 
and the team put in a great effort with the added 
bonus of a glorious spring day and contributing to 
such a worthwhile cause.  CLAN Cancer Support is 
an independent charity which provides comfort, 
support and information, free of charge, for anyone, 
of any age, affected by any type of cancer. CLAN 
aims to support people to reduce anxiety, stress and 
to increase their ability to cope with the effects of a 
serious illness.

Duthie ParkForce & 
Community Garden

Clan Cancer Support 
volunteering day



The last two years has seen Aberdeen Communities 
Together work through the challenges and 
constraints of the pandemic. We have come through 
this much stronger and resilient.  Across the city, 
there is a passion for community spirit, a renewed 
sense of pride and appreciation of our green space 
and natural environment. The opportunity to nurture 
this pride and channel the efforts of dedicated 
individuals and groups into fully fledged members of 
Aberdeen Communities Together will be a key focus 
in the months and years ahead. Our community 
groups and volunteers continue to find innovative 
ways to interact and lead our campaigns and 
projects, and most importantly, maintain the strong 
connections that we have built up together as a 
partnership, our ‘green’ family.

Aberdeen City Council is committed to helping 
to address climate change and wants to position 
Aberdeen as a climate positive city while helping to 
lead the world on the rapid shift to net zero future. The 
recent local elections has seen a change of leadership 
at Aberdeen City Council. The new Partnership has a 
Policy Statement in place which includes ambitions 
to improve and protect the local environment. This 
is welcomed by Aberdeen Communities Together as 
much of what is being aimed for is at the heart of 
what Aberdeen Communities Together has always 
strived for. These include;

•	 Working	with	communities,	review	the	
management	of	council-managed	open	spaces	
to	create	more	sustainable	and	safer	green	areas	
and	open	spaces.

•	 Protect	and	enhance	Aberdeen’s	Green	Belt,	green	
spaces	and	open	spaces	so	they	can	be	enjoyed	
for	purposes	of	leisure,	sport	and	environmental	
wellbeing,	and	investigate	the	creation	of	new	
pocket	parks.

•	 Promote	and	improve	woodland	in	our	city	and	in	
particular	launch	a	“A	Million	Trees	for	Aberdeen”	
programme	to	plant,	with	partners,	a	further	one	
million	trees	in	Aberdeen	by	2032	at	minimal	cost	
to	the	Council.

•	 Invest	in	Aberdeen’s	green	future	by	maintaining	
and	planting	street	trees	and	ensuring	the	right	
trees	are	planted	in	the	right	places.

•	 Develop	a	Community	Environmental	
Improvement	Fund,	for	communities	to	access,	
to	implement	their	own	small-scale	local	
environmental	improvements.	

	•	Increase	the	amount	of	land	available	for	market	
gardens,	orchards	and	allotments	for	community	
food	growing	and	support	the	expansion	of	
community	food	pantries.

The future for Aberdeen Communities Together is 
very positive and exciting. Everyone involved is an 
inspiration and they are driving change across the 
wider green agenda. Community engagement and 
partnership is a powerful tool for making change and 
age does not matter. As a city, we will continue to 
publicise and promote the great work of our partners 
and communities and digital communication and 
new mediums have been vital for communicating 
and working with many of our community partners 
over the last 24 months. Aberdeen Communities 
Together has embraced this and will ensure it is very 
much part of our future. Our campaign will continue 
to unlock funding and sponsorship opportunities. 
Over the years our many partners have raised 
hundreds of thousands of pounds for the benefit of 
Aberdeen’s green spaces.

Aberdeen Communities Together is there to support, 
encourage and inspire. The success of our campaign 
is fitting recognition for the 1000s of fabulous people 
involved who work tirelessly for the benefit of the 
city’s parks and green space.

In the Future 



Aberdeen Property Leasing

Aberdeen Funeral Directors 

Aberdeen Photo

Anderson Bain

Ashley House 

Belvidere Gallery Ltd.

Bridge Bar 

Broomhill Nursery at Cults

Bryce Hearing Services

Burning Embers

Colin Wood Antiques

Country Ways 

Cult of Coffee

Cup

Da Vinci Restaurant

DEVACT

Dignity

DP Group

Dunnydeer Guest House

Dutch Mill Hotel 

Exceed (XCD)

Family History Centre

Gaelic Lane Coffee Shop

Gavin Bain & Co. 

Globe Inn 

Gourmet Cheese Company 

Homeguard Leasing

Ishoka 

Jo Dazzle

Lumsden Security

MacBeans 

Mackinnons

Masada Bar

Meston Reid

Mo & Co

Offshore Helicopter Services

Primark 

Richmond Street Deli

Rubislaw Church Centre

Spiders Web

Temple Clinic

Thorpe Molloy Recruitment 

Tricker Communications

Trinity Centre 

Wool For Ewe

Wetherspoons

SPONSORS 2022


