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Introduction
In December 2022 we published our report Time for a new approach to 
tackling litter, which highlighted the looming litter emergency and 
the need for collaborative action.  The report outlines some damning 
stats from a major survey of streets and a public perception poll. 

Key findings outlined in the report include:

• 87% of respondents indicated that litter remains an issue of significant
concern.

• Two thirds of Scotland’s local authorities have seen an increase in the
percentage of unacceptably littered sites this year.

• The gap between most and least deprived areas continues to widen and
is the largest we have ever recorded with communities within most
deprived areas experiencing a disproportionate increase in the number of
significantly littered sites.

• 81% of respondents in the most deprived fifth of neighbourhoods
reported that they see litter ‘very’ or ‘somewhat’ often, compared to 68% in
the least deprived neighbourhoods.

Barry Fisher, our CEO, said: “Litter is still being dropped. And, the same 
unsustainable consumption habits and throwaway culture fueling the 
twin climate and nature crises are also driving the litter emergency. 
Tackling the litter problem in Scotland will also help us solve the 
global climate and nature crisis so we urge everyone to join us to 
make our country litter free: take part in a litter pick, sign up to Spring 
Clean, do your own survey or help us share the message that littering 
is unacceptable."
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https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1570958/tackling-the-litter-emergency_dec-2022.pdf
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 Get involved 
Keep Scotland Beautiful is your charity for Scotland’s environment, 
with a vision for a clean, green, sustainable Scotland.

We’re lucky to live in such a beautiful country and we want to keep it that way. 
We have three goals - to combat climate change, tackle litter and waste, and 
protect and enhance the places we live, work and visit. 

Here is how you can get involved as part of #TeamKSBScot to help us 

keep Scotland beautiful.

Litter picking 
Litter picking is a great way to get outdoors and improve your local 
environmental quality whilst connecting with your local community. 

You can litter pick on your own or as a group, check out our guidance for 
organising events and keeping safe.  To access equipment, you can reach out 
to a local Community Clean Up Hub or your council. We have a map of our hubs 
and a list of local authority contacts.

Make sure you add any activities to our Clean Up Scotland members site so that 
we can keep track of the work volunteers do to help keep the country clean 
and tidy.  You can also get in touch with our Clean Up Scotland team at 
cleanup@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

Complete litter surveys
Whether it’s part of a group or on your own, we’re always eager to gather data 
on the litter levels on streets, parks and beaches across Scotland.  

Get outdoors locally and complete a litter survey over 100m2. We use this data 
to better understand littering behaviours, target local campaigns and influence 
and drive policy changes. 

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1562848/cus-info-pack.pdf
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/cleanupmap
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1565416/local-authority-contact-list.pdf
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/do-your-bit-to-clean-up-scotland/complete-litter-surveys/
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Join a local group
Through a number of our programmes and campaigns we have 
a network of active community groups who would welcome 
additional support. Find maps and lists of groups linked to in the 
list below:

It’s Your Neighbourhood and Beautiful Scotland groups. 
Our Community Clean Up Hub network might also have plans in 
place that you can join.  

Through our award-winning Upstream Battle® campaign we 
have Anchor Groups located along waterways across the Clyde 
Valley and Tayside.

Things you can do in your 
neighbourhood
Speak to your local school about whether they are part of our 
Climate Action School network. On our website we have plenty 
of information and resources they can use if they’d like to get 
involved and pledge to join.

Get outdoors and visit your local awarded park or beach. Why 
not bring along a One Planet Picnic? Check out our guidance 
and suggestions to put together a picnic that is good for you 
and good for the planet. 

Spread the message
We all have responsibility to keep our local areas clean and tidy 
and everyone can make a difference. Where possible we’d like 
you to share the actions you are taking to encourage others to 
do the same. 

As well as that you can use the social media cards and packs 
that can be found throughout our website. Make sure you use 
the hashtag #KeepScotlandBeautiful and tag us @KSBScotland 
so that we can share what you’re up to. 

Clean Up 
Scotland
#KeepScotlandBeautiful
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https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/its-your-neighbourhood/beautiful-scotland-and-its-your-neighbourhood-map/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/clean-up-scotland-map/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/inspiring-action/anchor-groups-clyde/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/inspiring-action/anchor-groups-clyde/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/inspiring-action/anchor-groups-tay/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/green-flag-award/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/scotlands-beach-awards/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/food-and-the-environment/one-planet-picnic/


Spring Clean
Each year, we coordinate the national Spring Clean – a focus for schools, businesses, local 
authorities, communities and individuals to carry out a litter pick in Scotland and make a 
difference in their community. In 2023, Spring Clean Scotland will take place from 17 March – 
17 April and will be part of the Great British Spring Clean  17 March – 2 April

Organise a Clean Up in your community 

Complete a litter survey when you’re out and about

Join a Clean Up in your community

Help us spread the message to your audience. 
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 Schools

 Health & Wellbeing

 Roadside & Business

 Marine Litter

2023 Themes
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https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/spring-clean-scotland-2023/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/spring-clean-scotland-2023/
Heather.McLaughlin
Underline



Keep Scotland Beautiful is your charity for Scotland’s environment.  
We work with you to help combat climate change, reduce litter 

and waste, and protect and enhance the places we care for.  

We support the Sustainable Development Goals. 

“Upstream Battle” is a registered trademark of Keep Scotland Beautiful. 
Keep Scotland Beautiful is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO): Number SC030332. Copyright © Keep Scotland Beautiful 2022. All rights reserved. 

T: 01786 471333  E: info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

  facebook.com/KSBScotland    @KSBScotland

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org Commi�ed to Excellence
2019
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