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Last year we decided to develop an outside area so that our young people could sit outside and relax. 
We wanted the area to be inviting and bright with plants as well as functional if we wanted to have 
late supper outside. We moved the bike stores to give us the space, bought two benches and some 
plants but would like to do more. A few years ago we planted bulbs in the grass and we would like to 
do more with that. We tried to grow herbs but that has not been too successful so we would like to 
start again with that. We have very little space that we could put plants in the ground and that is why 
we would be better with planters. The idea would be that when people approach our building or go 
past it then it looks bright, cheerful, and cared for. We want the young people (aged 12 to 17) to assist 
us with this project and it will be good for them to be outside in the summer term. I recently contacted 
the Men’s Shed and they are currently assisting by making our cable drums into tables and seating. 
Marlene from the Dyce Gardening Club gave us some good advice and we will hopefully be in touch 
with her again next term.  
 
UPDATE May 2022 

The following is the statement that we gave for our application to be included on the ‘It’s Your 

Neighbourhood, Keep Scotland Beautiful’ website. 

We are the ‘Riverview Bee Happy Project’ based at the hostel for Aberdeen City Music School. We are 

developing our outdoor space to provide an area where our young people can enhance their wellbeing 

by having an area to relax and enjoy nature. Our aim is to create an environment where our young 

people can learn about growing fruit, vegetables, herbs, and insect friendly flowers as well as learning 

more about our links with nature and how we can enhance this. We are hopeful that the gardening 

experiences will provide them with life skills that will last a lifetime. We are looking forward to working 

alongside ACC Environmental Services and It’s Your Neighbourhood, Keep Scotland Beautiful. 

 
Since March we have made some plans and have started to tackle one or two areas around our 
building. We met with Steven Shaw who has said we can have some square planters in which we hope 
to put bedding plants and grow some vegetables/herbs. We will hopefully get some more bulbs to 
plant in the Autumn and hope to have some trees planted as well. We are in the middle of clearing a 
small funny shaped area so that we can have a miniature lavender field. We have bought lavender 
plants already but we need some good soil (peat free) to put down as there is no soil really at that 
spot. 
 
We have planned in a small way to celebrate the Jubilee and some staff and young people have been 
knitting strips (also had an offer from a lady in Arran who said she would knit for us!) so that we can 
yarn bomb the pillars at the roadside of our building which is a very shady spot. Another member of 
staff has worked with some of the young people making bunting to put up in the same area. Last 
evening we planted up our blue, red, and white Jubilee pots and have almost finished that. 
 
We hope to do herbs this year and have bought a few that are classed as ‘Italian Garden’. We hope 
that one of our boys will be responsible for them once we get them planted as he is keen on making 
his own pizza dough and we like the idea that you would just go outside and pick the herbs as part of 
the topping. We have bought three strawberry plants as a trial to see how that goes as well and hope 
to add to this when we get some more planters. 
 
The ethos of ACMS Boarding involves Caring, Kindness, and Happiness and this is one of the reasons 
we wanted the word ‘happy’ in the name of our project. We would like some of our plants to be ‘bee 



friendly’ and we are learning about that as we go along. We printed off a useful resource I found on 
the ‘Keep Scotland Beautiful’ site that tell us what plants are ‘bee friendly’. 
We live in a very windy spot in Dyce and litter is always blowing on to the slope at the roadside of our 
building. We have been encouraging our young people to go out and pick up ten pieces of litter at a 
time and hope to continue with this. 
 
We have adopted a mascot who is a big Bee and hope she will feature in some of the photos we will 
send you in due time. We hope to add one or two novelty items to our planters or around the building 
to make it more interesting and eye-catching. One of our staff has made little bees that the young 
people can decorate and these can then be added to the outside of our pots to add eye-catching detail.  
The local Men’s Shed have turned our cable drums into seating and a table. We have painted these 
grey now and the young people have started painting flowers on the top so it is all beginning to come 
together. 
 
We work with musically gifted young people and when we first started this project Steven let us know 
that some former ACMS pupils had created the theme music for the It’s Your Neighbourhood project 
and this is still played at the annual meetings. We were very pleased to know this and maybe will try 
and work more music into our ongoing project somehow. 
 
One issue that we have had in the past is that we grow things and then they don’t survive the summer 
holidays as we are not here. We used to have tomato plants that staff would take home during the 
holidays and by the time we returned in August then the tomatoes had ripened and been eaten so we 
will try to choose things that have a better growing season for us. We might need assistance with this. 
The other issue is that we do not have anyone to water the plants during the holidays. We have been 
working on recruiting local volunteers and I managed to add someone to the list today! 
 
We planted some sunflower seeds as a wee competition between a member of staff and two of the 
young people. They have transplanted some of them into bigger pots and we are waiting to see who 
can grow the tallest sunflower. 
In the next few weeks we hope to plant some summer bedding plants. We hope to attend the Dyce 

Gardening Club Coffee morning and Plant Sale at the end of May and buy some bedding plants there. 

One of the parents has also given us a voucher for Kellockbank Garden Centre and we look forward to 

buying some more plants from there. 

Update early June 2022 

We attended the Gardening Club sale and got quite a few perennial plants and some good advice. 

Since then, our planters have arrived (thanks to ACC) and we have all been very busy planting and 

watering as summer seems to have arrived. We have planted some bright annuals, have bought a 

lovely bee friendly rose, our herbs are in, our shady planters have hostas, heucheras, perennial 

geraniums, aquilegia and more which we hope will thrive and come again next year. Yesterday, some 

people walking past were looking at our planters and taking photos so that gives us all a boost. We 

also recently supported a charity who were selling bee friendly seeds so we have bought some and 

the young people will scatter them in our big planters and we will wait to see what grows! 

We feel we have achieved quite a lot in the last few weeks. We still have to plant our lavender yet but 

that will come. We have taken a number of photos to tell our story as we go along and these are 

included along with this blog. We will change our consent forms for the new term starting in August 

and should then be able to include more photos of the young people. 

Margaret 
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