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Why take part 
We would like to invite your pupils to take 
part in our campaign Upstream Battle®, 
our campaign that explores the source 
to sea journey of marine litter along the 
River Clyde and its local waterways and 
which connects thousands of people in a 
common goal: to stop litter from getting 
into the Clyde.  

It’s estimated that up to 12.7 million tonnes of 
plastic gets into the sea each year – that's a 
truck full of litter a minute. It's killing wildlife, 
threatening ecosystems and habitats, and is 
extremely difficult and expensive to clean up. 

We know that 80% of all marine litter comes from 
land, so we need to face this problem upstream 
where litter is washed into gutters, blown into 
streams or carelessly discarded. We must stop this 
cycle of litter and prevent it from entering the sea 
in the first place.

Upstream Battle®  
Marine Litter Art Competition 

Lets get started!

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/
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The activities have been developed to support a range of STEM learning skills through the 
topic of source to sea litter. It will build transferable skills in measurement and analysis, 
introduce the concept of the circular economy and encourage pupils to identify design and 
engineering solutions.

The competition provides a context for Learning for Sustainability within Curriculum for 
Excellence Experiences and Outcomes – see page 7 for more detail.

The Marine Litter Art Competition is a great way of approaching your school’s work on the 
Litter and Waste Topic of the Eco-Schools programme. The research and creative response 
you produce is evidence of pupil led engagement and can be part of your Green Flag 
application or award. 

The activities suggested connect with several of the Sustainable Development Goals 
including: Life Below Water, Life on Land, Clean Water and Sanitation and Responsible 
Consumption and Production. 

At the end of the competition, Keep Scotland Beautiful will be hosting an exhibition focusing 
on the source to sea journey of marine litter on the River Clyde. Winning entries will be 
invited to display their artwork at the exhibition, showcasing the school to Upstream Battle® 
partners, representatives and media.  In addition, we will be sharing all winning entries on 
our social media platforms and website to our network of supporters across Scotland.

There will be a prize awarded to the overall winner. Final entries must be submitted 
electronically to upstreambattle@keepscotlandbeautiful.org by 5pm Wednesday 
1st June 2022.

https://www.stem.org.uk/
https://education.gov.scot/improvement/learning-resources/a-summary-of-learning-for-sustainability-resources
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/education-and-learning/eco-schools/green-flag-award/ten-topics/litter-waste/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/education-and-learning/eco-schools/green-flag-award/ten-topics/litter-waste/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/about-us/sustainable-development-goals/
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Competition details
What are we asking you to do?

We are asking schools across the West Partnership to participate in our Marine Litter Art 
Competition. We would like your pupils to research the ‘source to sea’ pathway of marine litter 
and explore how litter in their community could end up as marine litter in the sea. Following 
their investigations, we invite pupils to represent their thoughts in an artistic medium, such as 
models, sculptures, photographs, video or poetry. The more imaginative, the better!

We have provided a short video presentation for use in class or assembly with background 
information on marine litter and introduce the competition, but please refer to this guide for 
full information.

Activity Task Suggested 
time

Litter Survey and 
Investigation

Measure litter levels in your school’s 
neighborhood, we would particularly 
encourage you to look beyond the school gate 
and into the surrounding areas. You may wish 
to use a litter survey, photographs or come up 
with your own method of measuring litter. 

Resources and guidance on conducting a litter 
survey can be found as part of the Upstream 
Battle and Clean Up Scotland campaigns.

2 lessons

Source to Sea pathway

Draw a map or flowchart of litter pathways in 
and out of school, to show how litter gets from 
source to sea. 

This could simply be a diagram of the school 
area to show movement of litter to drains and 
streams, or something more complex, such 
as a report on the results from your Litter 
Investigation.

1 lesson

Make a Pledge

As a class, pledge one action to carry out as 
individuals, as a school, and at home to help 
tackle the problem of marine litter.

Find out more information about making a 
litter pledge on our Clean Up Scotland page. 

Up to 30 minutes 

Create your 
Masterpiece

As a class, create a piece of art which helps to 
explain the problem of marine litter or that 
explains what you will do to help solve it. 

Refer to the design brief and competition 
guidance below. 

5 lessons

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1568526/upstream-brochure-survey-guide-final-021121.pdf
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1568526/upstream-brochure-survey-guide-final-021121.pdf
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/handy-resources/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/community-and-place/clean-up-scotland/
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Keep Scotland Beautiful 

Design principle Details

Waste Reduction

   Your artwork must reuse existing materials, such as paper, plastics 
and metal. 

   You cannot buy anything especially for the competition, as that defies 
the principle of waste reduction. 

   You can use litter collected as part of your Litter Survey, however, 
please ensure this is thoroughly cleaned beforehand and only use 
non-hazardous materials. See the “Guide to staying safe” section on 
our Clean Up Scotland document 

Reuse and Recycle

   If a physical piece, you must ensure your artwork is able to be 
recycled afterwards. This is one of the key aspects of the STEM 
challenge, as you must identify a way to create your piece without 
using non-recyclable materials such as plastic Sellotape, paint or glue.

   If you collect any litter as part of your Litter Survey that is not 
contaminated and can be recycled, please do so, if it is not recyclable 
then dispose of correctly.

   Your artwork can be on display for as long as you wish, but we are 
trusting you to dispose of it sustainably when the time comes.

Message and Story
    Your piece must convey your message about Source to Sea Marine 

Litter in a fun, creative and artistic way that will be understood by a 
range of audiences.

Design brief
Your artwork can take any form you wish - models, sculptures, photographs, video or 
poetry – are all accepted, however, there are a few key principles it must comply with:

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1562848/cus-info-pack.pdf
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Competition guidelines  
and advice 
   Throughout the Competition our Education and Learning Officer will be visiting each of the West 
Partnership authorities to see progress on your artwork and provide help and advice. If your class 
would like to take part in an engagement activity, such as a litter pick or Q&A, please complete a 
short form on our website.

   The artwork should be a collaborative piece, i.e. one entrant per class or year group.  

   The artwork should be accompanied with a report explaining the work. This should be no more 
than 500 words and address the points highlighted in the report template provided. This can also 
include any additional supporting evidence, such as litter survey sheets or Eco-Schools Eco-Code.

   The Upstream Battle® Art Competition in 2020 had 29 entries, involving over 600 pupils. Examples 
of the 2020 entries can be found on our website. You may wish to use these as inspiration, but 
please note that not all of them comply with Design Brief for this year. 

   Entries will be judged by a panel of Keep Scotland Beautiful staff, representatives of the 
Upstream Battle® partners and a special guest, under four criteria:

    Strength of Source to Sea message
    Creativity/ originality in artistic response
    Alignment with Design Brief 
    Detail of the investigation carried out

   We would particularly like to see entries which engage with the wider community or inspire 
long-term action.

   All artworks should be self-contained and safe to be left standing. Consideration should be given 
to how the artwork may be installed at the exhibition.

   Where there is a large response, the competition will be segregated in age categories, so 
entrants are judged in comparison to peers.

   The competition is open to early years, primary and additional support needs establishments in 
the West Partnership authorities:

    East Dunbartonshire 
    East Renfrewshire
    Glasgow
    Inverclyde 
    North Lanarkshire 
    Renfrewshire
    South Lanarkshire 
    West Dunbartonshire 

Final entries must be submitted electronically to upstreambattle@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 
by 5pm Wednesday 1st June 2022. Designs must be high resolution photograph or video - the 
largest file size possible to allow us to view it for judging.

The overall winner will be presented with a prize at the showcase event at the end of the 
summer term.

If you have any queries relating to the art competition or any information contained in these 
resources, please contact joe.wilkin-oxley@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/upstream-battle-education-visits/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/upstream-battle-education-visits/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/upstream-battle/children-and-young-people/marine-litter-art-competition/2019/
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Early Years

I explore everyday materials in the creation of pictures/models/concepts. TCH 0-10a

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through 
activities within art and design. EXA 0-05a

I explore and discover the interesting features of my local environment to develop an awareness of the 
world around me. SOC 0-07a

I have experimented with everyday items as units of measure to investigate and compare sizes and 
amounts in my environment, sharing my findings with others. MNU 0-11a 

I can collect objects and ask questions to gather information, organising and displaying my findings in 
different ways. MNU 0-20a 

I can talk about science stories to develop my understanding of science and the world around me. SCN 
0-20a

Representing my class, school and/or wider community encourages my self-worth and confidence and 
allows me to contribute to and participate in society. HWB 0-12a 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in my 
school and wider community. HWB 0-13a 

First Level

I can take appropriate action to ensure conservation of materials and resources, considering the impact 
of my actions on the environment. TCH 1-06a

I can consider ways of looking after my school or community and can encourage others to care for their 
environment. SOC 1-08a

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings through 
activities within art and design. EXA 1-05a 

Representing my class, school and/or wider community encourages my self-worth and confidence and 
allows me to contribute to and participate in society. HWB 1-12a 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in my 
school and wider community. HWB 1-13a 

I have explored a variety of ways in which data is presented and can ask and answer questions about the 
information it contains. MNU 1-20a

I have used a range of ways to collect information and can sort it in a logical, organised and imaginative 
way using my own and others’ criteria. MNU 1-20b

I can convey information, describe events or processes, share my opinions or persuade my reader in 
different ways. LIT 1-28a / LIT 1-29a

I have contributed to discussions of current scientific news items to help develop my awareness of 
science. SCN 1-20a

I can take appropriate action to ensure conservation of materials and resources, considering the impact 
of my actions on the environment. TCH 1-06a

Links to Curriculum for 
Excellence Experiences and 
Outcomes 

http://https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/clean-up-scotland/get-involved/organise-a-clean-up/
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Links to Curriculum for 
Excellence Experiences and 
Outcomes 
Second Level

Inspired by a range of stimuli, I can express and communicate my ideas, thoughts and feelings 
through activities within art and design. EXA 2-05a

Representing my class, school and/or wider community encourages my self-worth and confidence 
and allows me to contribute to and participate in society. HWB 2-12a 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in 
my school and wider community. HWB 2-13a

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in 
a more environmentally responsible way. SOC 2-08a

Having discussed the variety of ways and range of media used to present data, I can interpret 
and draw conclusions from the information displayed, recognising that the presentation may be 
misleading. MNU 2-20a

I have carried out investigations and surveys, devising and using a variety of methods to gather 
information and have worked with others to collate, organise and communicate the results in an 
appropriate way. MNU 2-20b

I am developing confidence when engaging with others within and beyond my place of learning. 
I can communicate in a clear, expressive way and I am learning to select and organise resources 
independently. LIT 2-10a

I can report and comment on current scientific news items to develop my knowledge and 
understanding of topical science. SCN 2-20b

I can convey information, describe events, explain processes or combine ideas in different ways. LIT 
2-28a

I can analyse how lifestyles can impact on the environment and Earth’s resources and can make 
suggestions about how to live in a more sustainable way. TCH 2-06a



Keep Scotland Beautiful is your charity  
for Scotland’s environment.  We work 

with you to help combat climate change, 
reduce litter and waste, and protect and 

enhance the places we care for.  

We support the ambitions of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals.  
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