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Welcome to the Autumn 2021 newsletter for Dundee’s 

Take Pride in Your City campaign, helping share good news and inspiration 

from our environmental and horticultural groups. As we are nearing the end 

of the Year of Coasts & Waters, this edition includes a focus on activities 

near Dundee’s waterways. Thank you to everyone who has sent in their 

news. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING IN DUNDEE? 

Seven of Dundee’s parks have retained their Green 

Flag Award status for 2021-22, a fantastic result  

considering the challenges of the past 18 months. 

In this national awards scheme applicants are     

assessed by external judges against a set of criteria 

and awards given to those who meet the high 

standards required.  

Templeton Woods, Baxter Park, Dundee Law, Slessor 

Gardens, Trottick Mill Ponds LNR and Riverside     

Nature Park (pictured) all received an award, as 

did Barnhill Rock Garden which received its 15th 

Green Flag this year! 

High School of Dundee pupils Angus, Alistair, Hamish and Zak 

completed their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award in September. 

They did great work to help tackle litter across Dundee in    

support of the Take Pride in Your City campaign, as well as  

volunteering with Bonnie Dundee and The Conservation      

Volunteers (TCV). They did 16 litter picks in the east of the city, 

during which they carried out litter surveys and submitted their 

beach clean data to the Marine Conservation Society and  

terrestrial surveys to Clean Up Scotland. 
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NEWS FROM ALONG THE TAY... 

Broughty Ferry took part in a pilot My Beach, Your Beach campaign for Scotland’s Beach 

Award-winning beaches this summer, this is a beach stewardship campaign run by Keep       

Scotland Beautiful which has a focus on litter, dog fouling and gull fouling and encourages 

people to dispose of their waste correctly. Grove Academy pupils helped by carrying out litter 

surveys to measure the campaign’s success. 

Upstream Battle on the Tay launched in August, it is a source to sea litter campaign which    

focuses on changing littering behaviour to prevent marine litter at source. Upstream Battle will 

involve communities and local authorities all along the River Tay who will be highlighting how 

discarded litter can enter our waterways and gathering data on the litter near our waterways. 

More details on the campaign and community Anchor Groups can be found here. 

At least 28 litter picks have taken place on and around 

Broughty Ferry Beach this year. Including (pictured clockwise) 

ones by; the 31st A Dundee Guides, BT Dundee staff, a 

beach clean held by The Conservation Volunteers for      

Dundee’s Green Health Week, and one by staff from Clear 

Channel’s Dundee and Cumbernauld teams. 

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/news/november-2021/communities-along-the-river-tay-join-marine-litter-fight/
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NEWS FROM THE TAY (CONTINUED) 

The Marine Conservation Society (MCS) held their annual Great British Beach Clean in 

September. Kirsty Crawford, Volunteer & Community Engagement Manager 

(Scotland) for MCS tells us more: 

“The Great British Beach Clean is a week-long citizen science event by the Marine      

Conservation Society, where hundreds of beach cleans take place up and down the UK. 

Forgandenny Primary School in Perth made the trip to Broughty Ferry to learn more about 

the marine environment and to help clean up our shores. 

On every clean we ask people to run a litter survey: recording all the items of rubbish  

they find in a 100m stretch. We use this data to campaign for real change. We have seen 

some great results, our data has been used to make a positive impact on our ocean -  

including the introduction of the plastic bag charge (leading to a 55% reduction in bags 

found on beaches), banning microplastics in personal care products, better wet wipe  

labelling, and supporting a tax on single-use plastic items. 

Last year we found an average of 425 litter items per 100m of beach surveyed.              

Forgandenny Primary and staff team found 711 in their stretch on Broughty Ferry beach, 

with 533 small plastic fragments and 100 wet wipes. The school discovered that plastic 

never disappears, it breaks up (into smaller and smaller pieces) and never breaks down 

to biodegrade completely – it will remain on our beaches forever. Thanks so much to all 

the pupils and staff for helping clean up our beaches. “ 

If you visited Brook Street in the summer, you might have seen 

Broughty Ferry in Bloom’s temporary litter installation as part of their 

response to the Year of Coasts & Waters 2021. They collected a  

sample of litter from the beach and filled one of their planters, to 

highlight the damage litter can cause to our marine environment 

and to people. Once the installation was removed, they planted up 

their displays with a coastal theme for passers by to enjoy. 
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DUNDEE NEWS CONTINUED... 

The It’s Your Neigbourhood results for 2021 were announced at a virtual seminar in            

November, the event celebrated 202 groups from across Scotland, including15 groups 

from Dundee. The seminar is a great way for groups to share ideas, this year’s event     

included inspiring presentations from Victoria Gardens and Ninewells Community       

Garden who shared what their projects involve, and featured how Dundee City Council 

and community groups are working in partnership. More information can be read on 

KSB’s website. 

All of Dundee’s groups achieved the top two levels of certificate, this year’s results are: 

• Thriving Level: Dundee Miley Group*, Attic Community Garden*, Friends of Balgay, 

HMS Unicorn, and St. Mary’s RC Primary School. 

• Outstanding Level: Bonnie Dundee IYN*, Friends of the Barnhill Rock Garden*, 

Ninewells Community Garden*, Queen Street Community Garden*, Shiell Street 

Green Growers*, St. Francis RC Primary School (The Patch)*, Tay View Community 

Garden*, The Maxwell Community Garden*, Uppertunity Growing Places*,  and 

Victoria  Gardens. 

• *Certificate of Distinction: Is presented to groups who have consistently grown and 

improved over the years of taking part, this year’s recipients are marked above. 

If that wasn’t enough success, five RHS Discretionary Awards were announced at the 

event and Bonnie Dundee received the RHS Growing Communities Award for their 

Beautiful Scotland entry. The group are delighted, one of the group’s volunteers said 

that receiving the award “is like a thank you to all the groups and people across the 

city who contribute to Dundee’s Beautiful Scotland entry and can share in this award 

too, as we are all part of a connected community through Dundee’s environment.” 

Dundee’s Beautiful Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood (IYN) groups have 

been celebrating their success at the recent Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB) 

celebration events. Well done to all the groups on their achievements! 

At KSB’s virtual Beautiful Scotland 2021 Celebration in       

September, Bonnie Dundee were awarded a Gold medal  

in the City category and Broughty Ferry in Bloom a Silver   

Gilt medal for their entry into the Coastal Town category. 

Ardler Environment Group entered a special non-judged 

category this year and were presented with a Certificate of      

Recognition.  

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/news/november-2021/celebrating-climate-and-nature-friendly-neighbourhoods/
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• Beautiful Scotland & It’s Your Neighbourhood Newsletters - September-October edition. A 

fantastic resource for news from groups across Scotland, new ideas, funding sources,   

advice, tips and more! 

• RHS Communities - Blooming Brilliant News Issue 19. Top tips for growing and much more. 

• Visit Scotland - Scotland’s UNESCO Trail. Bringing together 13 UNESCO sites across        

Scotland, including Dundee as a UNESCO City of Design. 

www.dundeecity.gov.uk/takepridedundee 

#TakePrideDundee 

...LAST BUT NOT LEAST! 

EVENTS, NEWSLETTERS & OTHER LINKS 

Updates, ideas and inspiration from across Dundee and Scotland, plus UK-wide          

initiatives to take part in and stay connected. 

Ninewells Community Garden 

is looking for a Wellbeing       

Co-ordinator, find out more 

about the role here. 

Fintry Community Garden are holding a bulb planting 

session on Saturday 27 November at 11am. They will be 

planting spring-flowering bulbs in the woodland wildlife 

area of the garden. More details can be found on their 

Facebook page. 

The Friends of Clatto carried out a tidy up session at Clatto 

Park in September. They did a litter pick at Martin’s Wood 

before cutting back some overhanging hawthorn on the 

south west path and sweeping the steps next to the     

Clatto Centre. It just shows how much seven volunteers 

can achieve in an afternoon! The Friends plan to have 

more tidy up days as winter approaches. 

The University of Dundee staff and students held a litter pick to 

tackle litter on campus and the surrounding area this November. 

Ten helpers rallied round to find plenty of litter despite a rainy 

start, 

https://mailchi.mp/keepscotlandbeautiful.org/beautiful-scotland-and-its-your-neighbourhood-newsletter-281021?e=079db75295
https://communities.cmail20.com/t/ViewEmail/d/8A4870B6E01E59A32540EF23F30FEDED/B98B452D9531062AC45D7BC1A387288D
https://www.visitscotland.com/see-do/unesco-trail/
http://www.dundeecity.gov.uk/takepridedundee
https://ninewellsgarden.org.uk/2021/10/29/job-opportunity-wellbeing-co-ordinator/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1091647154938425

