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Introduction 

Dundee is located on the banks of the Firth 

of Tay and is the fourth largest city in     

Scotland. Famed for it’s jute, jam and     

journalism, Dundee can add design, heritage 

and a  growing cultural scene to the list of 

attributes.  

This is an exciting time for Dundee, having 

been put firmly on the map as a top           

destination to live and visit. Not only are we 

the UK’s first UNESCO City of Design but 

we were recently named as one of the top 

ten  cities in the UK to raise a family in, one 

of Conde Nast Traveller’s top 12 UK city 

breaks for 2021, and recognised in The  

Royal Society of Arts and the National     

Lottery Heritage Fund’s 2020 ranking as the 

best place on the Scottish mainland to      

experience heritage.  

The £1billion Waterfront Development       

continues, with a vision to transform Dundee 

into a world leading waterfront destination 

for visitors and businesses through the            

enhancement of its physical, economic and 

cultural assets. The V&A Dundee Museum 

of Design opened in 2018 and has proved a 

big draw, welcoming its 1 millionth visitor just 

over 500 days after opening. This adds to 

existing attractions which celebrate heritage 

and culture such as Dundee Contemporary 

Arts, Verdant Works, RRS Discovery,     

Dundee Rep, HMS Unicorn, and McManus 

Galleries. 

Bonnie Dundee is a partnership of          

community groups, Dundee City Council,  

organisations, businesses and individual  

volunteers who take forward Dundee’s entry 

into the City category of Beautiful Scotland. 

We were delighted to achieve a Gold medal 

in 2019 and for Dundee City Council to be 

awarded the Wright Sustainability Award. 

We aim to improve Dundee’s built and     

natural environment and ultimately make the 

city a  cleaner, greener and brighter place to 

live, work and visit. 

There is no doubt the Covid-19 pandemic 

has been a huge challenge for everyone and 

placed limitations on what can be delivered. 

However, this challenge has been met with a 

sense of community, creative solutions, and 

determination by Dundee’s volunteers,     

residents, business and third sector          

organisations, and the Council. This portfolio 

gives a snapshot of the great work being 

done across Dundee, between August 2019 

and June 2021, incorporating the three     

pillars of Beautiful Scotland; horticultural 

achievement, environmental responsibility 

and community participation. 

Photos: Broughty Ferry Castle, Annual Wildflowers at Duntrune Community Garden, Templeton Woods, Bee at Slessor Gardens,   

RRS Discovery with V&A Dundee Museum of Design (June 2020 to June 2021) 
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Horticultural Achievement 

Bonnie Dundee volunteers plant and maintain 

displays at 5 prominent city centre locations,  

including over 50 planters and 4 garden areas. 

The group of volunteers who tend these areas 

enter the It’s Your Neighbourhood scheme and 

carry out activities which feed into the Beautiful 

Scotland entry. 

Plants are grown on by Bonnie Dundee in a 

shared polytunnel at Duntrune Community   

Garden where fellow Beautiful Scotland group 

Broughty Ferry in Bloom also have a polytunnel.  

Both groups were keen to continue with their 

usual displays in 2020, despite Covid-19, so the 

centres of Dundee and Broughty Ferry looked 

bright and colourful for those passing or isolated 

nearby and (later on) returning visitors (pictured 

above, in Spring and Summer 2020). 

The two groups often work with each other, and 

with SAMH who maintain the garden, to ensure 

both groups’ plants are looked after and watered 

while being grown on. This collaboration proved 

to be even more important in 2020, as no group    

sessions to pot up and plant out could be held 

due to lockdown restrictions and several Bonnie 

Dundee members isolating or shielding. Luckily, 

one of the group lives near to Duntrune and was 

able to visit as part of their daily exercise to tend 

over 2,000 plug plants when they arrived in 

April! Broughty Ferry in Bloom members were a 

great support, helping with watering and then 

with helping to plant up the Dundee city centre 

displays in early summer. 

Everyone was glad when restrictions eased 

enough to meet in small groups for weeding and 

watering sessions, it may be possible to get 

things done as individuals but it’s much more 

enjoyable working together! The Council were 

unable to water the city centre areas in 2020, 

due to extra pressures on staff resources and 

prioritising essential services, such as bin       

collections, but lent the group a portable water 

barrow which was stored at a nearby depot. 

When the plant order arrived this April, our     

volunteers were able to work in small teams to 

grow and plant out this year’s display. The  

planting themes for 2021 are the Year of Coasts 

& Waters, Sunny Dundee, and Keep Scotland 

Beautiful’s 21st Anniversary, so will largely have 

shades of silver, blue, purple and yellow. 

Photos: Top - Spring flowers at Dundee Science Centre, Plant order in the polytunnel, before/after pricking out 

(April 2020), Summer flowers at Union St and Westport (April to August 2020). Bottom - Weeding Union St 

(August 2020), Potting up session (April 2021), Watering Slessor Gardens (August 2020). 
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Horticultural Achievement (continued) 

City Road Allotments have been making improvements to the bed by their 

entrance since 2018, to welcome people into the site and for passers by to 

enjoy. They have a wonderful display of spring daffodils, tulips and grape 

hyacinth (pictured spring 2020) which boosted their spirits, and lots of plans 

for more improvements to the site after lockdown ends. 

Broughty Ferry in Bloom look after the planters on 

Brook St (pictured Spring 2020), they meet most    

Tuesday mornings to plan and carry out their work. The 

group organise a  Secret Garden Trail each July, which 

is now established as part of Broughty Ferry Gala week, 

where local gardens open their doors to the public, in 

2020 and 2021 this event was held virtually. During 

lockdown, the group tidied up their planters and carried 

out lots of litter picks as part of their daily exercise. 

Once allowed, they started to carry out socially         

distanced sessions (pictured spring 2021). More       

recently, they joined up with SAMH to hold a plant sale 

during Dundee Green Health Week 2021. 

When lockdown hit in March 2020 the Council ceased grounds maintenance, except emergency work, whilst 

essential services were prioritised. This led to feedback from local people who were enjoying the longer 

grass in our greenspaces, and the wildlife they saw as a result. In addition, an action in the Council’s        

Biodiversity Action Plan commits to reviewing our grassland management. 

As a result, the Council identified 27 potential sites in our parks and open spaces to become biodiversity 

grasslands or naturalised grasslands. Following feedback and a citywide online consultation in late 2020, 

these areas are to remain but with slight amendments. All 27 sites will have areas of naturalised grassland, 

with 8 having additional biodiversity grassland areas (approx. 8 hectares in total) which will be enhanced by 

lifting the cuttings at the end of each season to reduce nutrients in the soil. The Council is hopeful that they 

can continue to work with interested groups to monitor and further enhance these areas for the future.  

This is in addition to the 3 existing areas which continue to be managed as perennial grassland meadows at 

Riverside Nature Park, Trottick Mill Ponds LNR and Dundee Law. The Council has also been developing 

annual wildflower mixes at key sites across the city over the last few years, these include high profile city 

centre sites and designated routes into the city. 

Dundee Daffodil Group held 

their first Virtual Spring Show 

in early April 2020, entrants 

were invited to submit photos 

of their daffodils, the winners 

were then shown on the 

group’s Facebook page. 

Craigiebarns Primary School Edible Garden was created in 2017 by their Parent    

Partnership in a quiet area of the playground. It’s a productive space where the P1-2s 

learn which plants grow in Scotland and how to make tasty food with them. They also 

grow plants to benefit nature, the children love seeing the wildlife using the garden. In 

Cultivation Street 2020, their Garden was Highly Commended in the Best School    

Garden category and they also won the public vote in the Miracle Gro ‘Gro Your Best’ 

competition. 
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Horticultural Achievement (continued) 

Dundee Flower & Food Festival is held annually in September at Camperdown Country Park (pictured 2019). 

There are a large range of competitive classes, including cut flowers, vegetables and honey, plus children’s 

classes which local school children are encouraged to enter. There is a strong community involvement, with 

local groups and horticultural societies involved in the organising committee and over Festival weekend. 

The Festival couldn’t welcome everyone in person in 2020, so a Virtual Show was held to mark the event and 

to celebrate the enjoyment which horticulture and food brings to so many people. Many of the Festival’s      

exhibitors, societies and community members took part in the fun. Another Virtual Show is planned for 2021 to 

build on the success of last year’s event and encourage even more people to get involved. 

A neglected garden beside Blackness Primary School was transformed into a 

space which can be enjoyed by pupils, parents and the local community, in just 

four weeks! The transformation was driven by one of the parents, with the support 

of the school, parent council, University of Dundee Botanic Gardens,           

Strathmartine Hospital Garden Project, Glamis Castle, the Council, and many 

people from the local community. Pictured before and after in June 2021. 

The Green Flag Award scheme recognises and rewards well managed parks and greenspaces, setting a 

benchmark standard across the UK and around the world. Dundee has 7 Green Flag Award winning parks; 

Barnhill Rock Garden, Baxter Park, Dundee Law, Slessor Gardens, Templeton Woods, Trottick Mill Ponds 

LNR, and Riverside Nature Park which successfully achieved Green Flag status in 2020 in its first year of  

entering. All 7 sites have been entered into the scheme again in 2021, with the results due to be announced 

in October. Pictured above are Templeton Woods, flowers at Barnhill Rock Garden, and the recently          

refurbished tennis courts at Baxter Park (all September 2020). 

The Council carries out ‘Internal Green Flag’ assessments on a number of Dundee’s public parks and open 

spaces using the Green Flag Award criteria. These internal quality audits provide an  evidence base for 

demonstrating continued improvement and ensures a consistent standard. Council officers and community 

representatives are involved in the assessments for each site. 
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Environmental Responsibility 

The Council’s ‘Take Pride in Your City’ campaign is an environmental improvement      

campaign which encourages responsible citizenship and community involvement on a 

range of environmental topics. As well as asking everyone to dispose of their waste       

correctly and have a sense of shared and personal responsibility for their local             

environmental quality, Take Pride also celebrates the great work being carried out by   

volunteers and organisations across the city, and encourages others to get involved. 

Litter picks are held across Dundee by a range of groups and individuals. In 2019, there were 61 litter picks   

registered with the Council’s Neighbourhood Services, dropping to 29 in 2020 due to the pandemic. However, 

it’s likely there were many more held than these figures. The interest in helping to keep Dundee free of litter did 

increase as people spent more time in their local areas, with many individuals carrying out litter picks as      

families or individuals during their daily exercise. 

As part of their Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award, four High School of Dundee pupils 

have been supporting the Take Pride campaign by tackling litter across Dundee, and 

working with Bonnie Dundee on their Beautiful  Scotland projects too. They began in 

November 2020 with a litter pick to tackle roadside litter and helped Bonnie Dundee 

with a winter clear out and bulb planting in the city centre. They then carried out a 

series of litter picks (pictured March 2021), and also joined in with a bulb planting 

with The Conservation Volunteers (TCV) at Ninewells Hospital. 

Photos: 1. Ahmadiyya Muslim Youth Association - New Year’s Day Litter Pick, Dundee Law (January 2020) 

  2. Broughty Ferry in Bloom - Gillies Park (Winter 2020/21) 

  3. Local Residents - Camperdown Country Park  & 4. BT - Clatto Park (both May 2021) 

  5. University of Dundee Low Impact Living Society - Campus (October 2019) 

  6. Dundee Sustainability Group - Dudhope Park (Great September Clean 2020) 

  7. Dundee & Angus College Student Wellbeing Group - Broughty Ferry Beach (Nov 2020) 

  8. Litter Free Dundee - Dundee Law (April 2021) - Local residents who have removed         

      over 120 bags of litter from the Law since January 2021 during weekly litter picks. 

1 

3 

4 

7 5 6 

2 

8 



7 

Environmental Responsibility (continued) 

The Council continues its programme of invasive species control. This involves identifying 

and controlling areas of invasive, non-native plants, particularly along the Dighty Wildlife 

Corridor, and removing by either targeted spraying or cutting before the plant has a chance 

to set seed. Control of grey squirrels in parks across the city also continues, to help the red 

squirrel population. 

The Council is working in partnership with the Scottish Government to invest heavily in Sustainable Transport 

projects. Key areas include Electric Vehicles (EVs), active travel and infrastructure to support behavioural 

change. Dundee has the largest local authority EV fleet in the UK, and a successful trial of commercial EV 

charger provision and an electric bin lorry took place in 2019-20. These trials form part of a wide initiative which 

has made provision for other electric commercial vehicles, including two fully electric minibuses, a large         

mechanical sweeper and an intercity e-coach. 

The Council continues to strive to meet the Scottish Government’s challenging recycling targets and the        

associated policy and legislative drivers. Residents and commercial customers will be engaged with, as will 

Council staff, to increase the recycling rates and reduce contamination of recyclable materials across the city. 

The Council’s Waste & Recycling Team briefed 689 staff on the internal waste facilities in 2019 and carried out 

visits to 27 schools and nurseries to talk about waste in 2019-20. 

At Dundee Flower & Food Festival 2019, a focus was placed on 

encouraging visitors to recycle and reduce waste. This included  

recycling points with someone on hand to advise what could be  

recycled (pictured), and promoting a Love Food Hate Waste     

message in partnership with Zero Waste Scotland. The Council’s 

Waste & Recycling Team had a stall to educate visitors on waste 

and recycling in Dundee, including a reusable water bottle giveaway 

(pictured) to encourage people to choose a reusable option rather 

than single use plastics. 

An e-bike hire scheme set up by Embark Dundee and Ride 

On launched in winter 2020, with a phased roll out of the full 

fleet. The bicycles can be hired from docking stations across 

Dundee, such as Discovery Point, Baxter Park and Broughty 

Ferry Beach. 

Dundee has 72 registered Eco-schools, 

of which 7 have a Green Flag. The 

Council’s Sustainability Team is working 

to increase participation in this scheme. 

In support of WWF’s Earth Hour 2021, the Climate Change and 

Greenspace Teams provided a virtual staff briefing on the Climate 

Emergency and Dundee’s Net Zero greenhouse gas emissions  

target. This included the science behind climate change, the role 

biodiversity has in tackling the climate emergency, and what it all 

means for Dundee. 
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Environmental Responsibility (continued) 

The Friends of Riverside Nature Park reported an increase in  

singing Skylarks in 2020, a ‘dogs on leads’ area is in place at the 

park from April to July in an effort to protect ground nesting birds, it 

is publicised by the Council and Friends group each year. This 

success is despite issues with increased footfall during lockdown, 

and some people and dogs straying into the nesting areas. 

Bonnie Dundee aim to practice climate friendly gardening and encourage 

others to do the same. In 2020, they made a poster for a Dundee       

Museum of Transport webinar, which highlighted how they try to reduce 

their environmental impact, it was later used at a Keep Scotland      

Beautiful seminar. The group’s annual bedding is grown on without heat 

and they grow from seed where they can, materials are reused if       

possible, and pollinator friendly species are chosen. The group have  

developed a 3-year plan to replace the majority of their city centre   

planting with perennials, using pollinator friendly species and plants 

grown by the group, or split and shared by other groups, where possible. 

Work on the perennial planting plan began this spring, pictured in June 

2021 are the group’s new perennials at William Gardiner Square, the 

garden behind the Overgate Centre which the group help maintain. 

Dundee Climate Action Network (DCAN) was set up in 2019 to share information and help to connect groups 

and individuals who want to live a greener and more sustainable life in and around Dundee.  DCAN was set up, 

and is currently hosted, by The Gate Church Carbon Saving Project who are a Climate Challenge Fund project, 

with the help of Friends of the Earth Tayside. 

The Council has been looking at ways in which to further reduce the amount of herbicide used 

across the city, with this in mind, management within the city's parks has changed to more     

manual methods. Some spraying may still be used in large areas of hard standing, or on invasive 

species such as giant hogweed, but overall the aim is a significant reduction in the amount of 

chemicals used, which will be of great benefit to pollinating species. 

Bonnie Dundee held a Midsummer Madness Clean 

Up during June, in support of Clean Up Scotland’s     

Summer Clean. This involved encouraging people 

across Dundee to get litter picking, plus a week of   

action on litter by the group. They held two litter picks 

during the week of action, one at the Greenmarket 

where they were helped by pupils from the High 

School of Dundee, who were out litter picking in the 

same area, and another at Greater Balgay in         

partnership with the Friends of Balgay. 
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Community Participation 

The national lockdown and ‘Stay At Home’ message presented many challenges for community groups to 

overcome. How do you keep projects and the important social aspect of volunteering going when you have to 

stay at home and nobody can meet? Many of us quickly learnt how to stay in touch digitally to coordinate work 

and stay connected, for others a phone call or a friendly chat over the garden fence was better. Unfortunately, 

there were projects which had to be put on hold, particularly those linked to schools or organisations which had 

to close. However, many others managed to flourish, running virtual activities and initiatives to support      

members of their local community. 

Ninewells Community Garden’s indoor spaces closed, but the garden remained open and 

could be enjoyed by local people and hospital staff. They co-hosted virtual workshops, 

wrote blogs, and put lots of photos on social media to keep their volunteers and garden 

community connected. Thanks to Dundee Partnership West End ward funding, they      

installed additional rabbit-proof fencing and were able to start work on extending the     

vegetable growing area. (Photo is from Spring 2020 in the garden). 

Fintry Community Garden wrote a weekly blog in addition to keeping an eye on 

the garden during lockdown. They looked to put their produce to good use, in 

2020 not only did they provide 15 local families with veg bags and recipes, they 

also collaborated with Fintry Church by donating produce to their Food Larder. 

Dighty Connect volunteers had to down tools during lockdown but they set to 

work updating their website, created a list of craft ideas and documented the 

seasons as the months passed by. Volunteers who live locally decided to 

spend much of their daily exercise at the burn and continued to maintain 

newly planted trees, fill up the wildlife ponds to keep the tadpoles hydrated, 

remove the first signs of Himalayan balsam, and record local wildlife. They 

spotted bats, tortoiseshell butterflies, the kingfisher, heron (pictured),        

tadpoles, bumblebees, and lots of different spring flowers. 

In spring 2020, The Maxwell Centre in the Hilltown gave out growing kits to 

local families and centre users, put ‘how to get started’ gardening videos 

online, and set up the ‘Grow Dundee’ Facebook group to connect those in 

Dundee who grow their own or forage around the city. Also, nearly 100     

different families were able to eat local and fresh produce from the garden, 

given away in harvest boxes prepared by their volunteers every Tuesday. 

Once restrictions eased, their weekly sessions with local schools, youth and 

adults cooking groups, workshops, and monthly plant swaps resumed. 
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Community Participation (continued) 

Craigiebarns Nursery’s vision is to ‘Learn, Grow and Achieve Together’, from the 

outset of their Community Growing Fund Project, they wanted their families to be 

involved in a learning experience which would not only promote healthy, nutritional 

food choices but also encourage community involvement in caring for the           

environment. The local community also participate; the Primary 5 children from the 

school next door visit every Friday to work in their garden, neighbours were invited 

to a Big Soup Share event in 2019, and the children take part in planting activities 

with residents of the local care home. A gate has now been installed between the 

nursery and care home to make visiting and sharing the garden even easier.  

In Dundee, 18 groups have registered with It’s 

Your Neighbourhood (IYN) 2021, entrants 

range from school and community gardens to 

local wildlife groups. 

The annual presentation evening held by the Council’s Neighbourhood Services was rebranded as the Take 

Pride Community Awards in 2019. The event celebrates Dundee’s community environmental and sporting 

achievements, such as Garden & Allotment Competition, bowling competition, and It’s Your Neighbourhood   

entrants. Pictured are all the winners celebrating at the event (Nov 2019). 

Dundee’s Friends of Parks groups had a joint stall at Dundee Flower & Food Festival 2019, 

highlighting their work to visitors. The display (pictured) was then shown at the Central   

Library in the Wellgate during January and February 2020. 

The Patch’ is St. Francis RC Primary School’s garden at Murrayfield allotments, it’s 

enjoyed during both term time and holidays, with pupils and their families helping out. 

They tend their vegetable plots and orchard, there is plenty of wildlife to see from the 

bird hide, a mud kitchen to play in and quiet areas to relax. Community events are  

also held, to help bring everyone together. During lockdown the allotment group went 

down to the allotment on their daily exercise and one of the teachers visited on a   

regular basis. Once restrictions eased, The Patch was hive of activity as they         

harvested their berries, potatoes and cauliflower. Some of the parents made jam and 

other goodies with the produce. 

A tree planting event at Templeton Woods (November 2019) saw over 100 

participants and several hundred trees planted. The event was held in    

collaboration between the Council’s Countryside Ranger Service and    

Forestry Section, with help from TCV and also a mobile sawmill on the day, 

the event was an opportunity to demonstrate the wider aspects of careful  

woodland management. The trees, from Woodland Trust community packs, 

were planted in an area of recently cleared windblown Sitka spruce. A   

similar area nearby will be allowed to regenerate naturally as a comparison 

to the  planted area, adding to the educational value of Templeton Woods. 
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Community Participation (continued) 

Bonnie Dundee’s IYN group took part in the Big Soup Share 2019. 

Vegetables were grown from seed in the Science Centre tubs, then 

harvested and made into soup to share with St. Paul’s Cathedral Soup 

Kitchen. Elsie helped as part of her Brownie Charity Badge (pictured 

autumn 2019). In 2020, the produce was donated to the Community 

Fridge on Perth Road as part of Grow Social (pictured October 2020). 

The group plan to donate to the Community Fridge again in 2021, the 

tubs have been planted up with beans, courgettes, and some potatoes 

bought at City Road Allotments’ Potato Weekend earlier this year. 

The Dundee Green Health Partnership is one of four Green Health Partnerships in 

Scotland and involves a range of partners, such as Dundee City Council, Scottish 

Natural Heritage, the NHS and voluntary organisations. Dundee’s approach will   

focus on a ‘Natural Health Service’ and will look to co-ordinate the existing           

opportunities, create new ones, promote them effectively, and develop a sustainable 

model for doing this. Green Health Week Was held from 8-16 May 2021 as part of 

this project, to highlight the health benefits of outdoor exercise and what you can do 

in Dundee. Events took place both physically and virtually, such as The              

Conservation Volunteers’ Beach Clean (pictured), guided walks, virtual park tours, 

plant swaps, and yoga sessions. Bonnie Dundee held three climate and pollinator 

themed walks around their city centre planting as part of the event. 

Bonnie Dundee’s ‘Flowering Dundee’ Pollinator Project aims to not only benefit pollinators but also improve 

the wellbeing of those who participate. In 2019, the group made a concerted effort to focus on pollinators 

and climate which has developed into a citywide Beautiful Scotland project, it is strengthening links with 

other groups and helping to make new links. Project timeline: 

2019: Increased planting of pollinator friendly plants; the IYN branch of the group displayed pollinator ID 

posters at their city centre areas to encourage people to get involved; Pollinator walk held in the city centre. 

2020: Supported Seeds of Hope Scotland who provided 95 packets of Scottish Wildflower seeds to give out 

during the pandemic, spreading cheer and helping pollinators. Video made from photos provided by        

participants of their flowers in bloom; NatureScot Pollinator Award won by the IYN group for the project. 

2021: Project rebranded as ‘Flowering Dundee’ and extended to be a bigger, citywide, Beautiful Scotland 

project using NatureScot prizemoney and Tesco Bags of Help funding; Total of 168 seed packets given out, 

(wildflower seeds from Seeds of Hope Scotland, the Council, and Keep Scotland Beautiful, and sunflower 

seeds from Morrisons); Links made with University of Dundee Botanic Gardens and their Rewilding Dundee 

project, they donated 200 sunflower plants which were also given out. See Appendix for details. 

Photos: Seeds of Hope during summer 2020 at Duntrune Community Garden and Broughty Ferry Road. 
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Finance 
The Council have been working on a range of capital projects to improve 

and enhance the local environment for residents and members of the public. 

In the 2019/20 and 2020/21 Environmental Improvement Programmes, over 

£1.5million of improvements have been given approval by Council        

Committee. This includes almost £450,000 investment in play area          

improvements and more than £240,000 allocated to improvements identified 

through the external and internal Green Flag assessment process. 

Bonnie Dundee volunteers seek their own funding to develop their projects, generally through a combination 

of donations, funding applications and ‘in kind’ support. The group received funding from the Aviva          

Community Fund in 2019 to replace their polytunnel skin, buy new staging, a bin, and permanent planting to 

enhance existing displays. The group are pictured in December 2019 whilst tending to their overwintering 

plants at their recently re-skinned polytunnel. They have continued to apply to funding sources and were  

recently awarded £500 from the Arnold Clark Community Fund to buy more perennials, and have reached 

the public vote stage in the Tesco Community Grant Scheme, so are guaranteed a minimum of £500        

towards improvements to the orchard at Dundee Science Centre. 

Bonnie Dundee usually receive support from several city centre businesses located near to their floral       

displays, they donate money, plants, or may provide other support to the group. The group decided not to 

approach the local businesses for donations this year, or last, as a result of the pandemic, it was felt that it 

would not be appropriate since it has been such a difficult year for many businesses. The group will look to 

raise funds through other methods, such as plant sales, in addition to funding applications. 

Dundee City Council received £460,000 funding from the Scottish Government’s    

Spaces for People programme for temporary infrastructure to support walking and     

cycling, for essential trips and daily exercise during the Covid-19 pandemic. A number 

of 20mph zones were introduced throughout the city, and streets such as Union Street 

in the city centre and The Esplanade in Broughty Ferry were closed to through traffic. 

The pedestrianisation of Union Street included new street furniture, timber cladding, and 

bright artwork to enhance the street’s appearance. This work was supported by the 

UNESCO City of Design Team, who also carried out public and business engagement. 

Dundee City Council and Angus Council are working together to improve National Cycle  

Network Route 1 between Broughty Ferry Castle (pictured June 2021) and Monifieth. The 

£9m scheme will deliver transformational improvements for active travel in the area, creating 

a high quality and fully inclusive walking and cycling route, with associated public realm,   

biodiversity and landscape enhancements. The scheme is funded by Transport Scotland’s 

Places for Everyone programme, administered by Sustrans Scotland. 
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Plans for the Future 

Consultation is currently being carried out for a new project at St. Leonards 

Park in Strathmartine. This project is being carried out in partnership with 

Scottish Water, Dundee City Council and NatureScot and aims to use      

nature-based solutions to address issues of flooding in the area. This project 

has looked at unculverting the 'Back Burn' through the park, and creating 

flood storage areas for surface water whilst enhancing the biodiversity and 

amenity value of the area, creating a new section of green corridor which 

will link up to the Dighty.  

Dundee City Council is committed to sustainability with considerable work completed, and more underway, to 

transform Dundee into a sustainable, low carbon city. In June 2019, the Council declared a Climate          

Emergency, recognising the serious and accelerating environmental, social and economic challenges faced by 

climate change. In response to this, a partnership Climate Action Plan has been prepared under the themes of 

Energy, Transport, Waste and Resilience. The Plan represents the first set of actions in a long-term pathway to 

first surpass the Covenant of Mayors of 40% reduction in greenhouse gas emissions by 2030, and then 

achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions by 2045 or sooner. 

As part of the Broughty Ferry Active Travel project, 

areas of amenity grassland along The Esplanade will 

be transformed into more natural, undulating coastal 

grassland, and planting on the dunes will be enhanced 

to compliment the work already carried out as part of 

the natural flood prevention project in the area. This 

new habitat will be complemented by a number of   

interpretation panels along the route highlighting the 

biodiversity that can be seen here. Work is due to start 

on this project later in 2021. 

The Eden Project began work on a feasibility 

study last year for a proposed new project in 

Dundee. In May 2021 it was announced that 

the preferred site is a former Dundee Gasworks 

on East Dock Street and the first image of how 

it might look was revealed. Eden Project     

Dundee will draw on the history of the city’s 

Nine Incorporated Trades and is themed 

around nine new “Guilds”. 

The Bonnie Dundee group plans to; Continue to take        

forward Dundee’s Beautiful Scotland entry and maintain 

the group’s current city centre projects; Implement the     

3-year plan to introduce more perennial planting in the 

group’s displays; Continue to develop the ’Flowering   

Dundee’ pollinator project and practice climate friendly 

gardening; Encourage community involvement, maintain 

existing links, and make new ones; Continue to promote 

Bonnie Dundee and encourage new members to ensure 

the long term sustainability of the group. 

During summer 2021, the Beach Award-winning Broughty Ferry beach will be 

part of a My Beach, Your Beach pilot with Keep Scotland Beautiful. This 

beach stewardship campaign encourages everyone to play their part in     

leaving the sand and sea clean for everyone to enjoy. Community groups local 

to the beach will be encouraged to join in and litter levels will be surveyed by 

pupils from Grove Academy to help measure the campaign impact. 

The 2021-23 action plan for the Take 

Pride in Your City campaign will be taken 

forward by the Council, incorporating four 

Strategic Themes; Local Environmental 

Quality, Waste & Recycling, City Centre           

Businesses, and Communications. 
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Appendix 
Bonnie Dundee’s Climate Friendly Gardening 

Poster (created Summer 2020) 

Flowering Dundee Maps - Locations of seeds 

and sunflowers delivered across Dundee 

(created Spring and Summer 2021) 

Bonnie Dundee gave out 156 packets 

of wildflower seeds (sourced from 

Seeds of Hope Scotland, the Council, 

and KSB), and 12 packets of sunflower 

seeds (from Morrisons). They were   

delivered to; 16 community groups, 2 

primary schools, 3 allotment groups, 5 

sheltered housing complexes, 1 care 

home, 1 business, 12 individuals and 2 

churches.  

Bonnie Dundee gave out 200 

sunflower plants donated by 

Dundee Botanic Gardens. They 

were delivered to; 2 nurseries, 

3 community groups, and 32 

individuals (with many of them 

taking them for their children to 

tend ). 


