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Sandbank Village In Bloom 2021. 

Introduction 
Welcome to a journey through Sandbank we hope you enjoy it. 

 

This is our first venture into Keep Scotland Beautiful and we are entered in the category of a 

large village due to the length of the village rather than the area. 

 

As you can see from the map, owing to the geography of the area, Sandbank is a long and 

mostly thin village situated on the shores of the Holy Loch, with the hills behind.  

 

We have no central area on which we concentrate but rather we have many small beautiful 

parts to our village.  

 

 

 

 
Figure 2- Sandbank Village, Argyll, Scotland 

 

  



    Sandbank Village in Bloom 2021. 

4 | P a g e  
 

Parts of the village date back to Neolithic times and we have a Heritage Trail at the top end 

of the village which has a site dating back to then with also the remains of a Medieval church 

and close by a burial cairn known as Adams Grave.  

 

 
Figure 3 - Adams Grave 

 

 

These sites were excavated some years ago by the local archaeological group and we are 

now seeking funding to upgrade the walk and bridges, and reinstate the path to the cairn to 

make a better experience for visitors.  

 

By the mid - 1870s there was an increase in tourists from Glasgow, many buying or having 

built holiday homes in Sandbank. Many of which are still with us today giving a mixture of 

old and new buildings. 
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The Village 
Heritage of Sandbank  

Sandbank is steeped with history and change. The village has been host to an array of 

industries and has largely been influenced by various incomers into the area. It has a varied 

and interesting past, with distinguishing features of which give the village a nostalgic virtue. 

 
Figure 4 - One of Sandbanks many Planters 

 

Ardnadam is considered a continuation of Sandbank although old records of community 

activities are listed under Ardnadam not that of Sandbank. Ardnadam was most likely named 

after the prehistoric pagan altar that sits on the hillside above the pier, on the pasture of 

Ardnadam farm. Ard-na-Tuam means the height of the grave. 

 

Lazaretto Point 
Along the shore road moving towards Dunoon is Lazaretto Point, here stands a tall tower, a 

war memorial to the dead of both World Wars.  

 

    
Figure 5 - Lazaretto Point Memorial. 
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Figure 6 - WW2 Memorial Plaque 

 
Figure 7 - Royal Marines - Cockleshell Heroes Plaque 

 
Figure 8 - Armistice Day Parade 
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In 2018 to commemorate the 100th anniversary of the end of the first world war the 

memorial was provided with permanent floodlighting by a private donation and had a 

plaque placed near the monument to commemorate the installation. 

 

 

Figure 9 - Lighting Plaque 

This point takes its name from the quarantine station and storage houses that were build in 

1807, during the Napoleonic Wars. Lazar House, or Lazaretto, was the name for a hospital, 

first established by the Order of St. Lazarus. People suffering from leprosy, the plague and 

other infectious and contagious diseases were taken care of at this site. The Ships from 

foreign ports would ride out the period of quarantine, while their cargo would be discharged 

on to the station. 

 

Sandbank was at one time known as Cladyhouse, meaning house of the stony beach. 

One of the oldest buildings in Sandbank was the Argyll Hotel. Dugald McKinlay purchased 

the land in 1819 from Alexander Campbell of Ballochyle. The Argyll Hotel was a Ferry inn, 

which it is suggested that the charter probably read at the sand bank on the Holy Loch” from 

which the village would have taken its name. Unfortunately, the Hotel was destroyed by fire 

and demolished in the 1980’s. 

 

The Gunpowder Mills 
The gunpowder mills, established by Robert Sheriff in 1838, were situated on the south side 

of the B836 road at the lower east end of Glen Lean (just west of Dalinlongart farm). Mr. 

Sheriff soon sold the powder works in Glen Lean to Curtis and Harvey, the Kent 

manufacturers. The original work force consisted of about thirty men, but greatly increased 

during the Crimean War. As production at the Glen Lean mills increased, so did the 

population. Local businesses were set up to service the increase in population and to cater 

to the demands of the growing community.  One such business still thrives today, the local 

smiddy established in 1851, kept busy with shoeing the 100 horses and carts that would pull 

the barrels of gunpowder down from the mills to the boat dock. They also made the iron 

rings that fit around the barrels. Many of these workers lived in Sandbank and their children 

attended school at Dalinlongart, where Sunday worship was also held. It was reported in 

1855 that “a great many new first-class powder mills, driven by water power, have been 

erected… a neat school-house, used on Sundays as a preaching station, has been built, while 

several cottages for the workmen have also been thrown up.”  John Taylor ran this 

schoolhouse at Dalinlongart, in which five languages were once taught. 
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Sandbank Church 
With the increase in population in the second half of the 19th century, the demand for a 

new Church was obvious. In 1868 construction of the Sandbank Church of Scotland began at 

a cost of £934. The local people, the Duke of Argyll and the Church of Scotland Woman’s 

Guild all donated to the funding for the new church.  

 
Figure 10 - Sandbank Church 

The Church was designed by Mr. Andrew Kerr of Edinburgh and can accommodate up to 360 

people. Rev. Gavin Mason, the first minister of the Church, was buried on the church 

grounds and his gravestone still stands today At that time there was also the need for a new 

schoolhouse. This new educational building was constructed in 1864 and was the Sandbank 

Community Schoolhouse up until 1977 when a new primary school was built. 

 

The mid 1870’s brought with it an increase in tourist and weekend visitors from Glasgow. 

Wealthy families built holiday homes and villas in Sandbank and surrounding areas. The 

village itself carries a nostalgic image of its strong Victorian past. Many of the homes still 

stand today and are being restored. 

 

In 1868 William Inglis established the Argyllshire Standard and Advertiser for the coast called 

the Cowal Watchman, which was the predecessor of today’s local paper the Dunoon 

Observer. 

 

Sandbank Boatbuilders 

Robertson & Kerr 
In 1876 the boatbuilders Robertson & Kerr (Robertson & sons) were founded.  They were to 

become famous for their expertise in boat and yacht building. 

 

 Alex Robertson and Daniel Kerr founded the company but the Robertson & Kerr partnership 

was dissolved in 1878 when Daniel Kerr left to become a lighthouse keeper, and Alexander 

Robertson continued on his own.  Daniel Kerr’s son later began work in Robertson’s yard as 

an office boy towards the end of the century and he remained in the business until his 

retirement in 1963, at age 81.  
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Figure 11 - Robertson & sons 

 In 1886 a second boatyard, Morris & Lorimer was also founded in Sandbank.  In 1958, David 

Boyd who assisted the family run business was chosen to design a challenger the “Sceptre” 

for the America’s cup. This was quite an honour for Robertson’s as well the village of 

Sandbank. In 1964 Robertson’s yard was once again chosen to design a craft for the 

America’s cup called The “Sovereign”. 

 
Figure 12 - Sceptre 
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Figure 13 - Sovereign and Ikra both 12m yachts built at Robertson’s 

 In 1980 Robertson’s yard went into liquidation, unable to keep up with the modern mass 

production of fibreglass boats.  For a fuller history of Robertson’s boatyard go to Alexander 

Robertson & Sons . The site has since been consumed by residential building and the new 

Holy Loch Marina development.  

Holy Loch Marina and Logging Pier.  
The marina has had a small facelift recently and now has picnic benches for the public to 

enjoy the good weather while watching life going on there. There is a number of different 

wildlife species who have also taken to wandering along the marina, rabbits, red squirrels 

and deer have been spotted as well as a variety of shore birds.  The staff from the marina 

also help with moving planters and erecting the Christmas tree at Rankins Brae. They have 

recently offered a gift of the large grassed area that runs beside Rankins Brae to Argyll and 

Bute Council to widen the road as there is much more traffic passing through the village than 

in times past. The community are looking to work in partnership with the council to make 

this happen in the future. 

 
Figure 14 - Holy Loch Marina and Logging Pier 

The logging pier is fairly new to the village and makes use of one of the piers that was used 

by the American navy   from 1961 to 1991/2. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Robertson_%26_Sons
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Robertson_%26_Sons
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U.S. Navy in the Holy Loch 
In March 1961, the first American submarine squadron arrived in the Holy Loch. The U.S 

originally planned to base fifteen hundred men on the depot ship USS Proteus and at least 

400 were expected to bring families. No special houses were built for the military families at 

first.  

 
Figure 15 - U.S. Navy in the Holy Loch 1960s 

Eventually the military presence grew to over 3000 military personnel plus their families. 

Housing was constructed at what is now called Sandhaven. The children attended the local 

schools.  

 
Figure 16 - U.S. Navy in the Holy Loch 1980s 

In 1991 the military announced that the base would be closing, and by March 1992 the last 

ship sailed out of the Holy Loch. It was estimated that the departure of the U.S Navy would 

cost the area approximately £11million a year in lost revenue. 

 

This left the village with many empty houses which have gradually have become occupied 

and renovated and new houses have been built. We are proud of the fact that Sandbank is 

continuing to grow year on year and is looking better all the time.   
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Holy Loch Nature Reserve 
 

COWAL now has its first designated local nature reserve at Broxwood, Sandbank on the 

shores of the Holy Loch, following Argyll and Bute Council’s meeting on Thursday 20 March. 

 

The newly declared Holy Loch Nature Reserve which is on the land and the foreshore near 

Broxwood, is Cowal’s first, Argyll and Bute’s second and Scotland’s 69th nature reserve. 

 

A number of years ago Sandbank Community Development Trust built a bird hide in the 

small wood overlooking the shore of the Holy Loch at Broxwood.  This has been a wonderful 

asset in allowing the community and visitors alike to view the wide array of birdlife feeding 

and nesting on the mudflats and estuarine scrub. 

 

 
Figure 17 - Holy Loch Nature Reserve Bird Hide 

 

The River Echaig washes tons of silt from the hills which collects as deep mudflats at the 

head of the loch. This rich habitat is home to lots of shellfish, marine worms, snails and fish, 

which in turn attracts a wide variety of birds – divers, dabblers, stalkers and waders – all 

looking for a fish supper! 

 

The Trust is currently working closely with Argyll & Bute Council, Scottish Natural Heritage, 

Argyll Bird Club and Loch Lomond & Trossachs National Park to obtain official Local Nature 

Reserve designation for the wood and shoreline.  In conjunction with this, The Trust will also 

extend its current lease for the land on which the bird hide was built, to encompass the 

entire designated mixed habitat area (approximately 20 acres) and will be actively managing 

the Local Nature Reserve for the benefit of the Sandbank community and visitors from 

further afield. 

http://argyllbirdclub.org/
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Figure 18 - Benches 

Scenic Sandbank Group 
 

 

 

 

Scenic Sandbank is a ‘Company Limited by guarantee’ community group. The company was created 

in 2021 to take on the upkeep and enhancement of the local environment. We work closely with 

Sandbank Community Council and also Sandbank Community Development Trust. 

 

The company’s main purpose is consistent with furthering the achievement of sustainable 

development. The company’s purposes are:  

• To provide or advance the accessibility of recreational facilities, and/or to organise 

recreational activities, which will be available to members of the community and public at 

large with the object of improving the conditions of life of the community.  

 

• Advancement of citizenship or community development, culture, heritage and/or history.  

 

• To advance environmental protection or improvement including preservation, sustainable 

development and conservation of the natural environment, the maintenance, improvement 

or provision of environmental amenities for the community and/or the preservation of 

buildings or sites of architectural, historic or other importance to the community 

Following is some of the projects that we have undertaken and we have a large number of projects in 

the pipeline. Our group have 25 volunteers at present with this number growing steadily. In the past 

few months, the volunteers have given hundreds of hours in labour to improving the village which is 

still a work in progress. What follows is just a sample of some of the work undertaken. 

 

Some of the benches around the 

village required clearing and 

repainting these are used by 

walkers and people visiting the 

area and local residents. This 

gives a relaxing point to enjoy 

the views across the Loch. 
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Figure 19 - Village Planters 

Figure 20 - Foot path Clearance 

Planters 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the other projects undertaken was to refurbish the metal planters around the village, this 

required cleaning and painting the planters and also planting up with summer bedding which have 

replaced the spring bulbs. 

Footpaths 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One of the other projects that we have undertaken is the reclaiming of footpaths around the village 

allowing free access for walking and pushchairs etc. 
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Figure 21 - Tree and Hedge Planting 

Figure 22 - Broxwood Picnic Area Bus Stop 

Broxwood Picnic Area 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The area around Broxwood picnic Area is an ongoing project for the group and the council recently 

removed the old fencing and we have planted over 200 native trees and hedging to replace the 

fence and also to provide food and refuge for birds and small animals. This came free from the 

Scottish Woodland Trust. The plan is to put in drainage and level the site, install four picnic benches 

with access for wheelchair users. There will be disabled access via paths to each of the picnic tables. 

These benches will be made of recycled materials and are being supplied by the council. We have 

specified the use of recycled materials to avoid the use of preservatives and any chemicals in the 

maintenance of the picnic tables. There will be a metal BBQ at each table and planters made from 

the same material as the benches filled will edible flowers and herbs. The use of metal BBQs will 

reduce, we hope, the need to bring disposable ones onto the site. The volunteers regularly go down 

to Broxwood to water the hedging and the planters. The bus stop has also seen a facelift and is 

looking much better than previously, again done by two of our volunteers. Nine people, came along 

to plant the hedging one Saturday taking most of the day. We still had to socially distance so any 

more would have been a problem to manage. We have applied to the Landfill trust for funding for 

this project and we also recently were awarded £2500 towards it from the Community Development 

Fund.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



    Sandbank Village in Bloom 2021. 

16 | P a g e  
 

Figure 23 - Welcome to Sandbank 

Figure 24 - Lazaretto Point 

 

A Colourful Welcome 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have refurbished the planters at the entrances to the village and have given them a new lease of 

life with new compost and planting. The three wooden planters were donated by the HELP project in 

Dunoon.  

At the ground in front of the cemetery we have plans to plant a tree in memory of all those who lost 

their lives through the Covid 19 pandemic.  

Lazaretto point 
The point at Lazaretto point has also had extensive work done to provide paths along the foreshore 

and also the commemorative bench has been repainted. In this are we have planters and they have 

had the care and attention that has been shown to the others around the village. 
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Figure 25 - Rankins Brae Facelift 1 

Figure 26 - Rankins Brae Facelift 2 

Rankins Brae 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rankins Brae is at the centre of the village and gives a focal point to the village. The two small garden 

areas have been reclaimed as they were once rose beds which had been replaced with grass some 

time ago by the council as an easier option for maintenance. The black metal work has been repainted 

and beds and planters planted up for summer and the plan is to add planting which provides all year 

around interest and easy maintenance. We are proud of our village clock bought with funding secured 

by Sandbank Community Council.  
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Figure 27 - Outdoor Gym 

 

 

Figure 28 - Community Garden 

Ardnadam Community Park 
 

Sandbank Community Council were awarded £10000 by Awards for All and also £1000 from the 

Health and Wellbeing fund for an outdoor gym which is being installed in the Ardnadam Community 

Park. The equipment is designed for all abilities but especially those of senior years and disabled 

people with wheelchair access to most of the machines. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Garden Plan 
 

As Scenic Sandbank is now a community group and company ltd by guarantee it has enabled us to 

apply to the Scottish Land Fund for money to purchase a piece of council owned land that the 

former Sandbank primary school once sat on. The plan below details the vision we have for this 

piece of ground. The plan is to have a community garden with space for residents to sit and enjoy 

some peace, or chat with friends. If they want to garden, plant vegetables and flowers or just potter 

that is fine. We plan to have an outdoor learning area, potting shed and meeting place plus a poly 

tunnel for tomatoes, cucumbers etc. and propagation. 
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Figure 29 - Festivities Through the Year 

Events 
 

As 2020 was cancelled as far as events go the photos below show what we normally get up too. 

Normally at Christmas we have children from Sandbank primary singing and we have mince pies and 

fruit punch and of course Santa to light the tree. Last Christmas we decided that as many families 

couldn’t be together, we would offer to create baubles with messages for loved ones in them. This 

was a great success and will be repeated again this year though hopefully we will all be able to 

gather around the tree at Rankins Brae. 

We have our fingers crossed that the bonfire and firework display will go ahead too as this has 

grown each year with over 2500 people attending in 2019 over double our village population!! 

Unfortunately, we haven’t been able to resume our very popular car boot and table sales this year 

so far but we may get at least one in before the end of the summer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


