
 

 
 

What a Bloomin’ Year in Powis!!! 
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Introduction  
The Powis Residents Group formed in 2012 with a small group of like-minded local residents who 

were interested in tackling various issues in the local community with the purpose of resolving and 

improving these along with the support of the local authority (Aberdeen City Council) Housing, Social 

Care, Environmental, Roads, Education and City Wardens Service.  We also grew strong working 

relationships with Police Scotland and our local Councillors as well as worked closely with other 3rd 

Sector organisations like Greenspace.  The purpose of building these working partnerships was to try 

to resolve and address the various issues that were affecting the local community and to begin to 

proactively address and prevent further issues from arising.   

The group has grown significantly over the years and has had many successes from improving 

antisocial behaviour issues, general wellbeing and a feeling of good community to addressing street 

lighting and roads surfacing problems and all enhanced by our fantastic green fingered residents 

who work tirelessly to clean up and maintain our spacious green areas and private gardens.  

Horticultural Achievement  

Let’s Get Ready 
Spring is always a great time of hope in the community and after a long dark winter, it’s a very busy 

time for all our gardeners from experienced to the novices starting to prepare for hopefully a 

long(ish) warm summer.   

Planters  
Planters were sourced and sited in a few new spots around the area to create a feast for the eyes of 

passers by as well as for the local residents to take pride in and enjoy. 

We gathered our local shop keepers up and brought them along on our journey too for which I feel is 

one of our great successes this year in engagement.  The purpose of this project was to address the 

untidy shop frontage and create a space the community could enjoy.  We supplied the shops with 

watering cans and asked them to kindly help maintain the new planters.  We then sourced from our 

partners in the Environmental Service team, a couple of old planters that they had lying about.  We 

filled the planters with plants that we had saved from Sainsbury’s at Berryden, which would 

otherwise have been sent to landfill.  All for the handsome price of nought!  For more than a year 

now, I have been collecting the food surplus, bread and vegetables, from Sainsburys Store and 

bringing it down into the local community centre to be sorted and redistributed to anyone in the 

community who could use it.  This is a small part of our attempts to reduce the amounts of food 

waste going to landfill along with supporting residents in the local community to access FREE food.  

Along with this, I asked Sainsburys to give us plants that they would be throwing out for a few 

benefits.  Firstly, to try to revive and reuse, secondly, to keep any pots and redistribute to other 

residents where required and thirdly, to use anything that can’t be saved in our vast composting 

project.   

Further planters were installed beside our new Youth Play Park in Scott’s Park to further enhance 

and create an enjoyable space for parents to sit and enjoy while their children play in the new park 

area.  We plan to further install more oversized picnic benches in this area in the future to establish 

a community space for all ages to come together. 



A final row planters have been upcycled and placed along the front driveway of the Powis 

Community Centre to enhance this space too. 

The summer has seen the garden flourish and bloom with various community areas becoming awash 

with colour and variety and this year has really seen the wildflower meadow in the centre of Powis 

Circle establish.  With new paths strimmed around the centre of the area and residents 

communicated to about the purpose of the space, this really has come alive with mushrooms and 

wildlife thriving in it’s midst. 

Hothouses 
Works included this year, saw the preparation of new areas getting ready to erect hothouses from 

recycled wood and other materials for growing tomatoes, cucumbers, chilies and peppers over the 

summer, a fantastic and necessary need for our local food growing initiatives.  Our keen residents 

intend to share their produce with the neighbours and so also going a long way to supporting 

Aberdeen City Council’s vision to tackle food poverty across the city and to create new growing 

spaces through the Growing Aberdeen network. 

Lockdown Bench Project 
2020 was a very strenuous year for everyone indeed but saw a fabulous project initiated by our local 

Men’s Shed squad with 18 benches being manufactured from recycled materials as well as new 

wood purchased and created many new outdoor spaces for the local community to enjoy to 

encourage others to come outside and enjoy our green spaces.  An oversized picnic bench was also 

created by the men’s shed and is situated in the heart of the community outside our Community 

Centre. 

Environmental Responsibility  

Anti-Littering Campaign! 
We’ve been working closely with St Machar Academy, Police Scotland, Street Pastors, and ACC’s 

Environmental Service to address the littering issue in the area and particularly around the litter left 

by school pupils at breaks and lunchtime.  

We persuaded our local community centre to abstain from using polystyrene packaging and instead 

to change to environmentally friendly paper packaging and removed access to plastic forks.  This had 

a huge impact on the amount of litter being left and with he help of the services and local residents 

doing their bit, this year has seen a dramatic improvement on the litter in the area.  A pilot project 

with anti-littering 

 campaign posters in the hottest of our spots has also made a vast improvement. 

Hedgehogs Galore! 
A testament to the amount of natural and overgrown areas established in the area are the number 

of hedgehogs that have come to live and breed within the community.  A balance between 

residences and wildlife is being developed and plans to educate the wider community in how to 

nurture and care for our new jabby friends is planned to undertake in the not too distant future. 



New Park Installations 
We worked hard in 2019 to bring in funding and partners to help us deliver some much needed play 

areas for our local children and youths to enjoy.  The pandemic put our plans on hold but didn’t 

deter us for long and in partnership with the Fairer Aberdeen Fund and St Machar Rotary Branch the 

funding was paused until restrictions were lifted early 2021.  Aberdeen City Council then very quickly 

swung in to action and we managed to deliver two new play area just as we broke off for the 

Summer holidays.   

Area 1 – Youth Park – is sited down at the rear of the football pitches in Scott’s Park and includes 

some much enjoyed agility pieces along with some very popular larger swings for our older 

youngsters to enjoy.   

Area 2 – Balance Beams – is sited just to the side of the smaller play area at the side of Powis 

Community Centre for our younger children to enjoy and develop their skills of gaining their balance.  

These have been very well received by the local community and have gone a long way to drawing 

the children out to these larger play areas and away from doorways and communal landings tackling 

some of our antisocial behaviour issues in the process. 

Archaeological Finds 
During the excavation of Play Area 1’s site, a fantastic archaeological find emerged with various 

tools, pots and smelt items being left behind.  The archaeological items have been documented and 

reported to Historic Environment Scotland and the Aberdeenshire Team have been in touch to 

record the find. 

Wild Borders 
Wild borders have been established throughout the community to create wildlife corridors to 

encourage our little friends to travel safely around the area while looking for supper. 

Dog Poo Bag Dispensers 
We purchased several Dog Poo Bag Dispensers this year to try to encourage dog owners to be more 

responsible and placed these in prominent hot spots around the estate.  We’re planning on doing an 

awareness raising campaign and keeping the communication going on this hot topic to keep our new 

play areas clean and safe from dog mess. 

Community Participation  

Cleaning Up Our Shoppies! 
Our local chip shop has seen many proprietors coming and going over the last few years and with 

this the accumulation of quite a substantial amount of debris and rubbish had been piled high in the 

gated lane at the side of the building.  Over the last few months, the residents group approached the 

shop and with a lot of effort on the current occupiers part, they have worked very hard to remove 

and tidy up this eyesore area.  We helped them to enhance the area further by sourcing new 

planters for them to look after and take a pride in their doorstep. 



New Recruits 
Growing packs were also secured from our partnership with CFine (Community Food Initiative North 

East) and distributed to 8 new budding gardeners who had never even tried planting anything before 

and with varying successes.  All these new keen beans have reported a great feeling of positive 

wellbeing and the comradery is coming through strong, joining more in the local community with a 

common goal.  Fantastic! 

Plans for the future 

Tree Planting 
We’re always looking to further develop the green spaces within our local community and our 

exciting new project in partnership with St Machar Rotary Branch and Aberdeen City Council will see 

us plant 60 new species of trees around our local park area where we have recently lost quite a few 

to Dutch Elm Disease and Ash Dieback.  This year the St Machar Rotary Branch celebrated their 60th 

birthday celebrations and their belated member Professor Hugh Miller who died last year and was 

also the Head of the Department of Forestry at Aberdeen University is the reason for this project 

coming off the ground.  We’re very excited about this one and can’t wait to tell you all about it next 

time. 
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Brand New Garden – 4A Powis Circle 
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New Park Installations Area 2  
July 2021 
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Upcycled Greenhouses, fencing, obelisk ornamentals and benches  
 June 2020 – July 2021 

 

Powis Route Map 

 

1. Planters at shops and discussion of entrance 
features/issues (planters, graffiti, shop mess, 
bulbs, possible entrance bed)  

2. Tree planting and loss (path from shops)  
3. Allotments  
4. New park installations, stump seat and 

archaeology  
5. Andy’s garden – hedgehog habitat and corridors  
6. Along Powis Crescent – corridor and spread of 

gardening  
7. Library path  
8. Community Centre – Christmas tree, benches, 

flower bed, pergola and food share, fenceline 
geraniums and fruiting hedge, standing 
deadwood  

9. Wildflower meadow  
10. New Garden in Front of No 4. Powis Circle  
11. Powis Circle - Central reservation log features  
12. Edible Garden  
13. Chickoletta's  

14. Recycled Greenhouse and Bench Project  

 

 


