
   



 

Introduction 

1. Background & Locality – 

Plains Village is a rural village with a growing population. It is believed with new development of dwellings that 

the population is closer to 3000. The village lies north of Airdrie. The village main street forms part of the A89 

which provides access to both North Lanarkshire and West Lothian. There is now a mix of modern housing and 

traditional local authority housing.   

 

Heritage 

Plains is a former mining village. In July 1918, 

nineteen men and boys were killed in the 

Stanrigg mining disaster. A formal miners 

memorial is sited in the north of the village to 

remember those that died. In October 2019 

Plains Community Futures celebrated the 

opening of Stanrigg Park Plains.  

 

Plains Community Futures are now in their 4th year. The group consists of volunteers who came together and are 

keen to show that the village is an open and inviting place to live and visit.  The group now consists of 14 active 

members. However, through community involvement and partnership working many more regularly become 

involved in the group’s activities.  

 

2. Objectives / Goals 

The set objectives of PCF are set up with the interests of all residents of Plains. 

(1) To work together making the village a more attractive and pleasant place to be. 

(2) To support the elderly and isolated through assisting with gardening or other similar interests ensuring we 

bring people together. 

(3) To carry out tasks and projects in a fair and professional manner. To ensure the group has an ethical approach 

and works without prejudice fear or favour.  

(4) To work in partnership with North Lanarkshire Council; Plains Community Council; Police Scotland and any 

other voluntary or legislative groups. 

(5) Be environmentally responsible and ensure we educate our partners, neighbours and young people to do 

likewise.  

 



Horticultural Achievement 

Autumn 2020 

During August 2020 PCF the results, of the Bonnie Barrels and Wee Bonnie Barrels 

competitions came to fruition. This allowed residents and visitors to enjoy over 80 wooden 

barrels throughout the village and the many floral displays. It also allowed for children to get 

their hands dirty and get involved with the planting. The wooden planters have been a great 

success story – this being the initial project run by PCF. We also had the best garden 

competition which was won with a Morrocan themed garden.   

The competition has been sponsored by Inverhouse Distillery. As well as donating the prizes 

they also provide replacement barrels to be used as planters. Although we couldn’t get 

together in 2020, all winners received received their prizes recognising their dedication to 

keeping the planters thriving.  

   



         

 

Winter 2020 

Volunteers again began planting daffodil and tulip bulbs in preparation for the coming 

spring. The community poly tunnel was unfortunately out of reach as it sits on the grounds 

of the council run community centre. New shrubs were purchased to keep the barrels 

looking good and pansies gave a needed colour.  

                

  



Spring 2021 

The groups attention was focused on developing the community garden on Main Street 

Plains. Having received funding in 2019 and not having been able to put plans into action 

due to Covid work commenced to get a hard path put in place. Advanced Construction 

kindly agree to supply labour and materials to install the new hard path. This would allow 

young, old and wheelchair users to access a new sensory area, two new raised beds and a 

rockery at the rear of the garden. Although work is still ongoing to get the garden complete 

there has been many positive comments as to how the area is being transformed.  

 



Volunteers worked as hard a to get rid of the 

build of weeds and litter. Thoughts now 

turned to how the garden would develop with 

the new display bed. Trees and shrubs had to 

be dug and replanted.  

The new sculpted bench made a nice resting 

place at the bus stop and allows for many to 

enjoy the new garden.  

Many of the original Golden Cyprus trees 

were subject to windburn. As such new 

shrubs were planted within barrel 

planters ensuring they continued to look 

at their best. Simple pansies made a quick 

and colourful display in the barrels whilst 

tulips and daffodils made great addition to 

the planters.  



  PCF linked in with the local Morrsions store and helped distribute Sunflower seeds. A 

drawing pack was created for young children to keep them busy and learn about their 

sunflowers.  Morrisons also donated summer bedding plants which were brought on in the 

community polytunnel. 

 

Summer 2021 

Residents and community futures volunteers have worked hard to get the barrels planted 

up. The 2021 Bonnie Barrels competition is on the go again. Judging taking place in mid-

August. The new raised beds have been built in the community garden. The picture shows 

the new arbour being built over the hard path.  

                      



The new tiered planter is in place and planted with a mix of begonia and petunia. Loads of 

work ongoing with loads of geranium that have been bought as mini plugs. Hanging baskets 

were prepared for the Main Street. This was once covered by the Local Council but like 

many areas cutbacks have effected council services, as such our group have been resilient 

and are determined to ensure the baskets are up on display.  

   

In order to make everything go a little further contact was made with local nurseries and 

we had success as Craigmarloch nursery donates loads of begonia and surfinia which are 

now planted in display beds and hanging baskets.  

 



Age is no barrier as younger volunteers get in on the act. 

     

  Above volunteers get together for a photo            

  opportunity. On the right one of the        

  display beds filled with geranium.   

 

 

 

 



The before and after…. 

Due to Covid the raised bed in the youth garden fell into a state of disrepair. Work has seen 

it come back to life with blueberries, red currants, gooseberries, roses, and perennials 

which have been planted for future crops. (trays of begonias can also be seen in the before 

pic – donated by Pentland Garden Centre) 

          

                                                                                    

One of our group worked hard to 

take loads of cuttings and bring on 

perennials pollinators for our new 

rockery and one of our raised beds 

(salvia; ornamental mint, 

honeysuckle and more) 

 



Environment 

Plains Community Futures are keen to improve our local environment. We have continued 

to carry out litter picks. Unfortunately, Covid-19 struck in 2020 limiting the group as to what 

could be achieved. Individual members and residents tried hard to keep the village litter 

free. The restrictions prevented the group from working together.  

Winter 2020 

Vandalism again struck and thankfully one of PCF partners Muirhall Energy were able to 

come to the rescue and repair the wooden boardwalk.  

 

Spring 2021 

As we entered spring 2021 the group were finally able to coordinate litter picks and again 

start cleaning up. Through our Facebook page and other local groups Facebook pages we 

were able to organise litter picks. Many of the residents in Plains although not always 

involved in organised litter picks make sure they did their part. One local resident aged 72 

years old having collected 15 bin bags of 

rubbish over two days. This only one of many 

examples to keep Plains tidy.    

   (Spring & summer 2021) 



Unfortunately, some are not so responsible and flout the law, fly tipping their rubbish on 

the quite back roads. Thank fully PCF and North Lanarkshire Council have a good 

relationship and when residents or members of PCF report fly tipping then it isn’t too long 

before the council land services have staff attend and remove the rubbish.                      

Working with the North Lanarkshire Council we were assisted in having rubbish collected 

at pickup points. (pic below) 

  

(Spring & summer 2021) 

Home-made holders for poop bags 

have been added to the local park. This 

provides free poop bags encouraging 

dog walkers to lift their dog’s mess.  

    

One of more native helpers doing 

their part for the environment.  



Recycling tools 

PCF linked in with ‘Toolshed’ project in 

England and were able to work with 

Edinburgh prison to obtain free recycled 

hand tools. All of which had been 

repaired sharpened and painted. This 

ranged from spades, forks, lawn edger’s, 

hoes, rakes and more. Although the 

‘Toolshed’, project is now finished we 

were able to secure our own metal crate 

and signage to collect broken hand tools 

from our community and neighbouring 

areas so that we can hand into the prison. This project aims are as follows – 

helps prisoners learn new skills; provides a range of hand gardening tools free to 
community groups; save tools being binned which in turn reduces waste. 

 

Stanrigg Park 

PCF worked with Central Scotland Green Network Trust and North Lanarkshire Council for 2 

years before the park was finally developed in 2019. The park opened in October 2019. 

However due to poor weather and heavy rains remedial work was delayed until early 2020. 

The Park consists of new hard tarmacadam path lit up with solar studs. Trees and shrubs 

were planted. A bespoke stone love seat built and hardwood benches and metal sculpted 

benches fitted. The focus of the park is the man-made climbing rock. This is a star attraction 

for children of all ages and not a day goes by without children being seen climbing the rock. 

There is a smaller rock for younger children. In early 2020 climbing tuition was arranged 

through PCF for local teachers and community leaders. The Park was paid through grants 

totalling £270,000. The creation of the park has seen an uptake in more people walking 

around the park; more cycling and more visitors due to the climbing rock. It has reduced 

antisocial behaviour through misuse of scrambler bikes. It has been the biggest project PCF 

has been involved with and we can now be confident to say it has been a roaring success.  

 



Pictured below a duck visits the new ponds whilst the new path leads to the climbing rock.  

The newly formed ponds and landscaping help solve issues with localised flooding in the 

park.  



The new stone love seat – as modelled by Heidi.  

Community Engagement 

PCF Facebook page now has 822 members. This is an increase of over 400 members from 

the previous year. The FB page is a quick 

and easy way to keep residents up to date 

with ongoing projects and events.  

Spring 2020 

Prior to Covid taking a grip of the country 

we organised a litter pick with the Plains 

Primary 

 

 Although the schools weren’t fully opened due to Covid we still made sure that we donated 

around 350 Easter Eggs to all the pupils in the 3 local schools.  



Summer 2020 

Like many other towns and cities across the country people came together to stand on their 

doorsteps and applaud the work of the NHS. PCF through Diamonds in the community 

organised a village wide scarecrow competition. This lifted people’s spirits and kept us all 

busy.  

 

To help fight against the virus PCF arranged a donation of over 350 personalised hand 

sanatiser bottles for every school pupil and teacher in the 3 local schools. 40 Litres of hand 

sanatiser was donated to each of the schools to ensure all the bottles could be filled.  

             

 



Although Plains Senior residents club couldn’t hold their regular meetings, they reached out 

to our elderly in our community by delivering ready-made lunches and provided cloth 

masks made by one of their group.  

                

Winter 2020/21 

PCF ensured that every school child in the 3 local schools received selection boxes and a 

leaflet promoting the work that PCF complete around the village.  

In January 2021 the country saw particularly heavy snow falls. We took the opportunity to 

have some fun and ran a snowman competition for the children in the village. Although the 

snow caused trouble and disruption to many, our snowman competition went down a 

treat. 

 



In February 2021 although we couldn’t get the group together, we asked everyone to assist 

with a village wide clean up. The results were great.  

 

April 2021 our annual donation of Easter Eggs to all school children in the local schools. 

 

April 2021 Morrisons store donates plants 

and links in with us to distribute the 

sunflower seeds. Children get colouring packs 

and some educational sheets to learn about 

sunflowers and how they help with 

pollination. Morrisons also went the extra 

mile and delivered ice lollies to all our school 

children.  

In July 2021 local police assist PCF by 

donating gardening tools and 

compost that was earmarked for 

landfill. 

 

 

 

 



Working together  

The plants donated from Craigmarloch Nursery and Pentland Garden Centre are also passed 

onto Beverley Park residents association to plant in their community garden and barrel 

planters in the estate.  

 

Plains Allotments 

Plains Allotments work well with PCF and have assisted throughout the past few years 

ensuring the barrel planters are looked after. The Allotments through lottery funding built 

and established two new polytunnels for the local primary schools to use. Their group 

continues to grow in numbers and are committed to educating everyone involved about 

the environment, green issues, food production and zero waste. A member of the 

allotments will prepare a briefing note for judge’s tour.  

As PCF have gathered pace and the display bed has been completed at the front of the 

community garden, we have had more volunteers come forward than ever. The best 

reward we get are the positive comments of people passing as we carry out our gardening 

work.  

To conclude - Plains Community Futures have working with others embedded in our goals. 

We have always been of the mind that everyone is welcome to join our group and activities. 

We hope through our projects we reduce isolation for young and elderly. At the same time, 

we look to build a strong community by installing confidence in our young people and 

adults. We are always looking to learn from others how we improve and build our 

community. Beautiful Scotland has allowed us to develop and grow. We work well within 



our group. Experience has informed us that we can do so much more through working with 

our neighbouring villages and partner organisations.   

A list of PCF partners are listed at Appendix A 

Plans for the future    

We have previously been able to obtain 2 mining coal carts. As part of the heritage of the 

village we will place the carts on display and have a display of perennials and annuals in 

each cart. Our ambition is to have these on display in the very near future. A wooden tray 

insert will allow for seasonal change of the display.  

 
 

In September 2018 work began on a consultation exercise. Residents of the 

village were asked if they would like a miner’s statute erected on Main 

Street Plains. There was a significant response informing PCF of the desire to 

have such a miner’s statute to celebrate the mining heritage of the village. 

Response also included the need for an information board and map guiding 

the public to the original Stanrigg memorial. The local primary schools 

became involved learning about the mining heritage and completing artwork to celebrate this. Pupils from Plains Primary 

School as part of the heritage project learned about the work of local miners. They displayed some of their artwork in the 

school (shown below). Although funding from an initial source has fell through (due to covid) we are determined that we 

will still go forward with this project.  



PCF have also worked with Marton Fabrication who have kindly donated two sculpted 

miners’ benches to the Stanrigg memorial. Marton Fabrication supplied a further 2 sculpted 

benches throughout the village. We have ordered a further 4 sculpted benches and again 

hope that they may be in place for the judges visit.   

Funding has been obtained from Paths from All to set out signage around Stanrigg Park. Our 

aim is to have distance markers to encourage walkers and runners to get active. We also 

hope to have signage identifying local wild life such as birds, butterflies and wild flowers. 

 

 

 

Plains Community Futures at a previous prize giving for the Bonnie Barrels.  

Finance  

Plains 
Community 
Futures Finance Source Income Outgoings Amount  Balance 

Date       

Opening 
balance      £3,135.24 

01.04.2020 Paths for All  £1,125   £4,260.24 

08.04.2020 Paths for All  £750   £5,010.24 

30.04.2020 
Mccutcheon 
donation £2   £5,012.24 

01.06.2020 
Mccutcheon 
donation £2   £5,014.24 



12.06.2020 Awards for All £8,800   £13,814.24 

30.06.2020 
Mccutcheon 
donation £2   £13,816.24 

05.08.2020   

BP Colston fuel for lawn 
mower £7.21 £13,809.24 

12.08.2020   

Payment for trophy for 
Bonnie Barrels £13.28 £13,795.75 

12.08.2020   

Payment for trophy for 
Bonnie Barrels £14.59 £13,781.16 

12.08.2020   

Payment for trophy for 
Bonnie Barrels £14.59 £13,766.57 

26.08.2020   

Payment for trophy for 
Bonnie Barrels £14.59 £13,751.98 

26.08.2020   

Payment for trophy for 
Bonnie Barrels £29.18 £13,722.80 

14.09.2020   TJ morris £9.99 £13,712.81 

14.09.2020   Homebargains £89.97 £13,622.84 

17.09.2020   Ink for printer £53.90 £13,559.97 

25.09.2020   

Wish upon a star hand 
santiser bottles for 
school £745 £12,814.97 

23.10.2020 private donation 200   £13,014.97 

16.11.2020   B&Q plants £62 £12,952.97 

07.12.2020   

cash to Elaine for 
purchase of selection 
boxes £328 £12,624.97 

05.02.2021   

North Lan council hire of 
hall £21 £12,603.97 

12.02.2021   

Tesco prizes - boxes of 
sweets for snowman 
comp £16 £12,495.97 

26.02,2021   Dooup dog poo lifter £50 £12,466.02 

01.03.2021 Sullivan donation 1   £12,467.02 

01.03.2021 
Winstanley 
donation 12   £12,459.02 

01.03.2021 Fox donation 1   £12,460.02 

01.03.2021 sneddon donation 2   £12,462.02 

01.03.2021 sneddon donation 2   £12,462.02 

01.03.2021 
grant & tennant 
donation 12   £12,476.02 

01.03.2021   

Access underwriting 
insurance  £250.89 £12,225.13 

01.03.2021   B&Q plants £41 £12,184.13 

02.04.2021 Caroline donation 1   £12,185.13 

03.04.2021 
Mccutcheon 
donation 2   £12,187.13 

04.03.2021 
mackenzie 
donation 1   £12,187.13 

08.03.2021   B&Q &tools £130.37 £12,057.76 

16.03.2021 
Henderson 
donation  100   £12,157.76 

25.03.2021   Amberol tiered planter £130.80 £12,026.96 

26.03.2021 NLC grant 950   £12,976.96 



29.03.2021   

Argos - laptop and 
printer £589.98 £12,536.98 

30.03.2021   

Elaine payment for 
easter eggs for 3 schools £294.03 £12,242.95 

01.04.2021 Sullivan donation 1   £12,243.95 

01.04.2021 Fox donation 1   £12,244.95 

01.04.2021 sneddon donation 2   £12,246.95 

06.04.2021 Caroline donation 1   £12,247.95 

06.04.2021 
mackenzie 
donation 1   £12,248.95 

06.04.2021 
Mccutcheon 
donation 2   £12,250.95 

09.04.2021 
Windfarm 
donation 200   £12,450.95 

12.04.2021   

morrisons store for 
plants £40.80 £12,410.15 

16.04.2021 
mcdonald 
donation  25   £12,435.15 

22.04.2021   

morrisons store for 
shrubs £48 £12,387.15 

04.05.2021 sneddon donation 2   £12,389.15 

04.05.2021 Caroline donation 1   £12,390.15 

04.05.2021 Fox donation 1   £12,391.15 

04.05.2021 Sullivan donation 1   £12,392.15 

04.05.2021 
mackenzie 
donation 1   £12,393.15 

04.05.2021 
Mccutcheon 
donation 2   12,394.15 

10.05.2021   morrisons for plants £27 £12,368.15 

10.05.2021   

morrisons for gratuities 
for workers £182.00 £12,186.15 

10.05.2021   smartways refreshments £5.47 £12,180.68 

17.05.2021   B&Q plants and compost £78.89 £12,101.79 

19.05.2021   B&Q plants £17.75 £12,084.04 

27.05.2021   Morrisons for plants £10.36 £12,073.69 

01.06.2021 sneddon donation 1   £12,074.69 

01.06.2021 Sullivan donation 1   £12,075.69 

01.06.2021 Fox donation 2   £12,077.69 

02.06.2021 Caroline donation 1   £12,078.69 

03.06.2021 
Mccutcheon 
donation 2   £12,080.69 

04.06.2021 
mackenzie 
donation 1   £12,081.69 

07.06.2021   morrisons for fuel £7.71 £12,073.98 

07.06.2021   

Thomson and Morgan 
begonia £50.99 £12,022.99 

14.06.2021 
Arnold Clark 
community fund 1000   £13,022.99 

21.06.2021   

screwfix gtap connector 
and combi lock £48 £12,974.99 

21.06.2021   screwfix combi lock £15.99 £12,959.00 

30.06.2021   

Caulders garden centre 
for plants £123.47 £12,835.53 



01.07.2021 sneddon donation 2   £12,387.53 

01.07.2021 Fox donation 1   £12,388.53 

01.07.2021 Sullivan donation 1   £12,389.53 

01.07.2021 nelson donation 2   £12,841.53 

02.07.2021 Caroline donation 1   £12,842.53 

05.07.2021 
Mccutcheon 
donation 2   £12,844.53 

05.07.2021 
mackenzie 
donation 1   £12,845.53 

12.07.2021   

silberbirch garden centre 
plants £30.00 £12,815.53 

13.07.2021   

Marks and Spencer 
biscuits for Inverhouse £5.00 £12,810.53 

19.07.2021   

Pentland garden centre 
compost  £24.00 £12,786.53 

20.07.2021   tesco plant food £8.20 £12,778.33 

26.07.2021   

B&Q paint / tools / 
compost £128.40 £12,649.93 

26.07.2021   

Screw fix hangers for 
baskets £15.98 £12,633.95 

27.07.2021   Asda compost £15.00 £12,618.95 

28.07.2021   J Stewart grass cutting £40.00 £12,578.95 

29.07.2021   

Meadowhead builders 
for raised beds material 
1of 3 £700.00 £11,878.95 

30.07.2021   

Meadowhead builders 
for raised beds material 2 
of 3 £700.00 £11,178.95 

31.07.2021   

Meadowhead builders 
for raised beds material 3 
of 3 £820.38 £10,358.57 

      

      

      

      

      

      

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Appendix A 

List of partners  

 

Plains Community Council 
 

St David’s Primary 
 

St Phillips School 
 

Plains Allotments 
 

Plains Primary 
 

Plains Luncheon club 
 

Plains Gala Committee 
 

Beverley Park and Ballochney Brae Residents 
Association 

Elm Gospel Hall 
 

Plains Scouts 
 

Evangelical Church 
 

Tarmac Quarry 
 

Rowan Timber 
 

Inverhouse Distillery 
 

Hadden Farm Services The Pantry  
 

North Lanarkshire Council 
 

Community Action Lanarkshire  
 

Voluntary Action Lanarkshire 
 

Central Scotland Green Network 
 

Caldercruix Community Council 
 

Green Volunteering Network 
 

Muirhall Energy  
 

North Lanarkshire Carers together 

FCC  
 

Barrs  
 
 

Airdrie Advertsier 
 

Lees of Scotland 
 

Tunnocks Uddingston 
 

Morrisons Airdrie 
 

Craigmarloch Nurseries Pentland Garden Centre 

Sustrans Police Scotland 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


