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CUMBERNAULD’S
BLOOMIN’WILD
Cumbernauld has a wonderful mosaic of natural habitats and parks that are loved and cared for by
local people. The community, organisations and the local authority all work together to help to
improve the town’s greenspaces. Cumbernauld’s Bloomin’ Wild showcases the work that a wide
range of people from across the town undertake to build an appreciation for local spaces and a
desire to care for them for years to come.
This entry has been developed by the Cumbernauld Living Landscape, its partners and community.
We are passionate about the town and in years to come we will be going for gold to put
Cumbernauld on the map for the right reasons.

Horticultural
Cumbernauld is abound with natural assets. Woodlands and greenspaces are a major feature of
the town and have always drawn people to them for recreation, exercise and relaxing. The heavily
landscaped greenspaces were designed to make those moving from Glasgow feel at home in their
own piece of the dear green. It is a wilder town than most with very little formal planting. For us
the emphasis is biodiversity. But if you look closer you will come across some wonders that will
take your breath away.

Sustainability
Looking after the environment is at the core of our work and we understand how our actions will
affect future generations. We are maintaining and protecting the network of natural habitats in the
town, removing invasive non-native species, building homes for wildlife, reusing and repurposing
materials, and tackling litter and fly tipping.

Community
Long term improvements will only come from action across all fronts engaging residents,
businesses and organisations that call the town home. Covid has hit us all, but how we have
responded, shows the strength of our community and the resolve to bounce back. The restrictions
have been heavy on our heart as we haven’t been able to achieve what we once could with ease.
There is going to be a lot of hard work in the months and years to come but the Cumbernauld
community will be ready to face the challenge.

HORTICULTURE
Green Routes delivered
A good few years ago we added the Green Routes as an aspirational project that was yet to
gain funding. Happy to say that funding was found, and the project delivered just before the
second lock down. A main element of this was to remove tired overgrown vegetation which
was blocking out light to the understorey and to housing, open the aspects and plant with a
mixture of trees and plants that residents could enjoy. Seating was also added for folks to be
able to rest or even just to sit comfortably while looking after their children at play. Two areas
of natural play have been added with rocks and large tree trunks, and wildflower meadows
have been added for pollinators. Lines of sight have been opened up with more light accessing
the route, and the retaining wall has been repaired. The bluebells on the top of this wall area
are a delight to walk by in April, the hyacinth fragrance fills the air and at eye level you can
really appreciate the delicate tilt of stem and vibrant blue shade of the bells.
This project began with community consultations, and it will end with them. We are currently
asking the children in the area what they think of the play areas and what Scottish animal they
could call the route after – So far Jaguar Way is popular! Kids are funny.

HORTICULTURE
Main St, Cumbernauld Village
For Walter and Elizabeth their garden is a 35-year labor of love!
This mature garden is lovingly cared for with vertical planters and quirky shelfing used to show
of the beautiful floral displays. Areas for vegetable growing and a greenhouse sit comfortably
with a mowed lawn and potted plants. The variety of plants within the garden is incredible and
the seating area surrounded by glorious foliage is the perfect place to unwind and enjoy
nature with a good cuppa and crossword puzzle.

HORTICULTURE
Carbrain and Hillcrest Community Council (CHCC)
While Carbrain may be in the lowest 5% decile SIMD their community has banded together and focused on each
other during this very difficult time. Communities have been challenged in being able to deliver their usual
volume of work. However, they have still found work-arounds to connect people with horticulture, sustainability
and each other. CHCC has been working around the clock to ensure folks who have been shielding and those in
need have at least one cooked meal a day. To date Jan and Frances have cooked over 14,000 meals for residents
in need and the local community have helped distribute these meals along with nature activity booklets from the
Living Landscape for families and children who may not have access to internet.
Carbrain and Hillcrest Community Council have received plants from the local Tesco Extra and they have been
donating them to people in the Carbrain area and further afield to Seafar, Abronhill and Kilsyth. They have also
repurposed pallets to become upright planters for those in flats with small balconies, adding herbs and plants to

help pick up spirits. Work is beginning again! © images Willie Homer

HORTICULTURE
Greenrigg and Millcroft Flatted Community Residents have taken charge or their overgrown planters and
decided enough is enough. Residents in family units have been tackling the mountain of ivy, clearing the full
planter, finding the block drain, clearing the drain and adding aggregate for improved drainage, breaking up the
soil, improving the soil condition and then replanting with sensory plant species.
Sadly, some plants were stolen from the raised planter, but that doesn’t stop the group. Local resident, Angi is
quite philosophical about the matter and stated:
“Someone needed these plants more than we did and it will colour their area and add a smile to their faces, we
will plant again!”
And they did!
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SUSTAINABILITY
This is where Cumbernauld Living Landscape shines. Our Creating Natural Connections programme covers a suite
of habitat and access projects to enhance the natural environment, create stronger connections between
greenspaces for people and wildlife and build a network of people and organisations that will remain connected
well after the project is ended. Our volunteer group, the self-named Nature Ninjas, have been busy learning new
skills such as brushcutting and scything, planting trees and wildflower plug plants and helping primary schools
improve their grounds.
Our Project Officer’s latest work with the Broomlands Family Learning Centre included the delivery of a garden
planting training day with suggestions on improvements that could be made to the grounds, planting 30 trees in
the school grounds and delivering a day where parents were taught how to repurpose pallets into raised
planters. Approximately 20 people were involved in making their planters and we look forward to seeing what
the centre decided to plant.

SUSTAINABILITY
Peatbog restoration
The three urban peat bogs in Cumbernauld are unique and there are few places you will find this important
habitat and carbon store so close to people’s homes. Through the Creating Natural Connections project we aim
to re-wet Abronhill, Broadwood and Sparrow bogs by removing scrub encroachment and blocking historical
drainage to retain water. This will improve the habitat for wildlife and make the sites less susceptible to antisocial
behaviour through arson. In addition to improving the resilience of our biodiversity assets there is also an
opportunity for this project to engage with a wide cross-section of the community through volunteering. To date
scrub removal at Broadwood Moss has been completed with work carried out by the Natura Ninjas and the
Butterfly Conservation’s Bog Squad. Work on Sparrow Bog is occurring soon.
This work is vital to help us mitigate the effects of climate change. These bogs will not only compliment the
much larger Slamannan Plateau peatland restoration project which was delivered a few years ago (large purple
area on map), but the work on them will also make them more accessible for community to get closer,
understand how they work, and learn about the species that depend on bogs for their survival.
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SUSTAINABILITY
Broadwood Loch - woodland management
During the consultation phase of Creating Natural Connections (CNC) the community chose the majority of the
habitat works and were offered the chance to comment on the other projects that were pulled into the CNC
programme, due to either being on the Long-Term Forestry Plan for the Scottish Wildlife Trust or the Woodlands
Management Plan with North Lanarkshire Council. The clearing of Broadwood (pre-covid) of non-native Sitka
spruce was one of these later projects. The speed of the project and the harsh look of forestry work, brought
some critical comments from the community; however, it was explained clearly that these trees had little
biodiversity value, they were at the high risk of wind-throw and that some were found to be diseased. This old
plantation has been replaced with 3900 native broadleaf trees that will allow light on the previously dark and
bare woodland floor encouraging wildflowers to bloom. To relay this information to the public, we held a tree
planting day with the community planting another 600 trees near the carpark. We were shocked to find 300
joining us, we never expected so many! It was a fantastic day with toasted chestnuts and warm mulled cider of
the non-alcoholic variety. Each tree champion also went home with a wooden cookie with the GPS of their
planted tree inscribed on it.
However, disaster struck (during covid) and while repairing an electrical overhead line Scottish Power Energy
Network (SPEN) inadvertently bulldozed our poor trees. A tree champion who was there on both the planting day
and when the SPEN works were being carried out, alerted us to what was happening and mentioned to the
contractors on site that they were damaging community work, and would they replace the trees? Well, this story
comes with a happy ending because SPEN replanted another 650 trees exceeding the amount they had damaged.
We always like a good ending.

SUSTAINABILITY
Nature Ninjas managing wildflower meadows
Oh, we do love a good quality wildflower meadow! Local volunteers have been learning the old rural skills of
scything and hay raking at sites around Cumbernauld. These sites include Ravenswood LNR, St Maurice’s Pond,
Netherwood Way, Broadwood Loch and Cumbernauld Glen. The volunteers have found the change in
management intense. With aching muscles – it’s a good ache, so I have been told. It set them up for a load of
other sessions: path clearing, tree guard removal, cutting back vegetation and removing non-native Himalayan
balsam. They have had a whale of a time.
Previously these meadows would have been cut and left, but now under the Nature Ninjas’ management they
are cut and lifted, and the difference is quite stunning. The wildflowers are thriving, and life is buzzing in earnest
on these sites. Walk through the meadow during the day and hundreds if not thousands of pollinators lift to the
air. We are now able to hold moth trapping sessions with the confidence of catching a good few! And with
restrictions easing we were able to hold our famous wellbeing sessions of “Tea in the Dark”, an evening of star
gazing, moth trapping and fighting of the mighty midge - all taken with a cuppa!

COMMUNITY
Clean Up Cumbernauld are an amazing group of residents forged in the darkness of Covid. These intrepid
souls, sick of the disregard for their local greenspaces, took action to improve the sites simply by keeping
them clean. Usage of greenspaces has increased massively but sadly respect, or rather the understanding
of how to use the sites, has not risen at the same rate.
Clean Up Cumbernauld have carried out incredible work across the town, clearing bag upon bag of litter and
are reporting instances of fly tipping to the relevant authorities. They are simply amazing!
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COMMUNITY
Preserving the Langriggs
Cumbernauld Village Community Council are a force to be reckoned with. They are a long-standing group who
are devoted to the last remaining medieval gardens in Scotland. This Fields in Trust site harks back to an era when
each house on the main street had a rig for sustainable food production and livestock. Now protected, the local
community council strive to maintain that vestige of history where possible. The Langriggs support mature
woodland, wildflower beds and the old weavers' beds, which for the first-time last year were cut and lifted by
scything, after the group received training from the Living Landscape Project Officer. The aim is to reduce the
heavy nettle and thistle content, which has increased after years of cutting and leaving. A new native hedging
has been reinstated, and the invasive snowberry prolific on the site, has been removed. Further plans are in place
to remove other non-native invasive species and to electively remove old beech to let sunlight into the darkest
areas of the Langriggs, which limits plant growth. Exciting times ahead!
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COMMUNITY
Carbrain Gully
This is a huge community effort. The size of the gully is substantial, so together we are taking one section at a
time, makes sense right! The gully area is a walking route from the town centre down to Cumbernauld Train
Station. Scotrail reached out to the Cumbernauld Living Landscape and asked if we could use their biodiversity
funding in the local community – well of course we jumped at the chance! So began a community project that has
since grown arms and legs. Comic Relief funding was also gained with help from the Corra Foundation who are
based in the area. Our Project Officer for volunteering together with the Nature Ninjas and with organisational
help from Carbrain and Hillcrest Community Council have to date:
- Led a brushcutting session and a scything session, removing the leavings for better growth this year. The grass
sward has reduced, and cowslips were popping out all over in an abundance not seen in years.
- The beech hedge has been reinstated at the top of the Gully
- 40m2 area was cleared and sown with wildflower soil mix, and the wildflowers are starting to come up.
- The volunteers have also cleared the top level of ivy exposing the pilings which were to be painted but
unfortunately, they have been vandalised, but we will be back!
- The brambles were cut back by the council to help the project out.
- The stairs were cleared as a bonus by local volunteers to improve access and in the autumn, they will plant
bulbs within the woodland area.

COMMUNITY
Cumbernauld’s largest bird feeder – Cumbernauld Living Landscape
We are certainly not shy of trying out new ideas, and this project is no exception. There is a rich agricultural
heritage here in Cumbernauld, but with increasing urbanization we are increasing the risk of losing much of the
wildlife that would have fed or sheltered in the greenspaces, in particular the farmland birds. The idea for the
sown field of unharvested oats (with a mix of wildflowers) came about during the development phase for the
Creating Natural Connections project. With public approval this was added to the list of habitat projects and was
sown this year (2021). The aim is to give farmland birds a food source right in the middle of the town. A town
which is still surrounded by farmland. Located in the Cumbernauld Community Park we had hoped to deliver
workshops with the children of the nearby primary schools, but this has been hampered by Covid. However –
there is always time! The oats will be left as a seed source for birds and small mammals with the hope of the oats
reseeding for next year.
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