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Well, what a year it has been! As a former mining town, our people have dealt with real hardship and sadness in the past.  This 

heritage remains hugely important to us.  In this last year we faced so many unexpected struggles due to the pandemic.  We 

faced lots of hard times and sadness, but we also witnessed our community pulling together.  We have suffered loss in so many 

ways, yet the kindness and compassion that has been shown has warmed our hearts.  We knew our community was amazing, 

but this last year has demonstrated quite how amazing it is.   

With almost 17,000 residents in Blantyre, we tried to keep as many people, ‘Going and Growing’ as possible.  When the odds 

were stacked against us, many of our volunteer groups were busier than ever before.  Our community needed us.  We needed 

them.  But this wasn’t just about growing plants, it was about growing our community – the hearts and minds of people who live 

in our town.  We worked together to try and keep people smiling in challenging times.  We didn’t focus on what we 

couldn’t do, we focused on what we could do.  We all played our own part.   

As in previous years, our submission to the Beautiful Scotland competition has been prepared by Bonnie 

Blantyre, but it’s not about one group.  It’s about far, far more than that.  It’s about all the fabulous 

individuals’, groups and organisations that worked so hard, individually and collectively to keep our town 

going in such difficult times.  We cannot forget the role of our local businesses, churches, community police, 

schools, nurseries and South Lanarkshire Council have played in keeping Blantyre going in this last year too.  

They have been key partners in all that has been achieved.   

Read on for a taster of what we got up to with our pals in Blantyre!  Enjoy! 

 

 

 

Welcome to Blantyre 
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HORTICULTURE 

Brightening up Blantyre! 

Bonnie Blantyre had to think very differently about how they grew with the community during the 

pandemic.  When the Council wasn’t able to cut the grass in the community, we still planted up 

our permanent planters.  It was a flash of colour in the long grass.  As people queued outside 

shops, we filled plant pots for our main streets to try and brighten their day.  We planted all 

through the seasons.  People needed colour and nature more than ever. When people couldn’t 

buy plants, we grew our own plants from seed and shared out what seeds we had with those who 

wanted to grow.   

 

Keeping growing! 

Almost all of our schools and some of our nurseries have the eco-schools green flag status. When 

our schools were closed, we reached out to families directly, to ensure that they could keep 

growing with us.  We also reached out to our community for help to prepare all the supplies that 

were needed for others to grow.  We grew with our youth clubs, scouts, schools and nurseries.  

But it wasn’t just about the young, we grew with our care home and anyone else who wanted to 

get involved – everyone was welcome to join in! 

 

Staying connected! 

Bonnie Bee’s driveway, became the pick up and drop off point for most things.  Everything was 

socially distanced and hand sanitiser was available for those who came along.  Loads of people 

turned up!   

Social media has always been a key part of Bonnie Blantyre and we have brilliant engagement.  As 

we couldn’t physically go to many places, so we brought people online with us.  Using Facebook 

to, ‘go live’ as often as possible and creating, ‘how to’ videos, always trying to stay connected.  We 

kept engaged with our schools and nurseries on Facebook and Twitter, letting them see what their 

children were doing in the community and are thankful to them for sharing our content for their 

families to see.  We stayed connected and kept growing. 

 

Read on to learn how we kept growing and going! 
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In 2020, for the first time, Bonnie 

Blantyre hosted a pumpkin growing 

competition.  Over 250 growing kits 

were made up and collected by people 

in our community.  The largest 

pumpkin weighed in at over 7Ibs! 

Every child that participated received a 

certificate, with the winners also 

receiving medals.  These were 

delivered to schools and nurseries and 

after being quarantined, they were 

given to the children. 

Our annual sunflower growing 

competition, ‘Sunny Blantyre’ took 

place in 2020 and 2021.  Over 2500 

sunflower kits were made and 

distributed across the community.  

Where we would normally make up the 

kits (which takes weeks), the children 

in the school made up the kits and the 

schools sent them home.  Normally we 

use old pots for the competition, but 

we didn’t have enough, so purchased 

pots that can be put into the recycle 

bin, which were made from recycled 

plastic.  We of course encouraged 

reuse. 
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We couldn’t expect the small children 

to make up sunflower growing kits, and 

with everything else going on, we 

needed help.  We asked our 

community if they could help, and they 

did!  Hundreds of bags of soil were 

made up and dropped off at Bonnie’s 

house so that kits could given to 

nurseries. 

We normally hold an evening to 

celebrate the kids’ sunflower growing 

successes, but obviously last year we 

couldn’t.   With the fabulous support 

from our schools and nurseries, we 

handed in certificates and medals and 

they then handed them out on our 

behalf.  They then sent us photos so 

that we could share them on our social 

media, to let the community join into 

celebrate the children’s growing 

successes. 
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Over 500 seed growing kits were made up for people in our community – not just for the kids.  ‘Grumble Bee’s 

Growing Gang’ was born.  We wanted to make the kids feel part of something.  We painstakingly split up 

packets of seeds that we had from the year before (fortunately!), into wee brown envelopes and made up kits 

with these, soil and pots.  Many people were at a loose end and told us how growing with us helped their 

mental wellbeing.  Between hearing how growing positively impacted the adults and seeing the smiles on the 

kids faces, this made all the work, worthwhile.  All the children who grew with us got a certificate, distributed 

through schools and nurseries. 

Bonnie Blantyre worked extremely closely 

with Hyper Cyber Youth Project.  A 

growing group of 80  called, ‘Hyper 

Growing Gang’ was created.  Regular live 

broadcasts were aimed towards them as 

we grew along with them.  The youth 

worker, Ginem was amazing at keeping 

the kids engaged through their WhatsApp 

group and she’d then send their progress 

photos on to us.  All the children received 

a certificate for their efforts.  Terminal 

One Youth Services also grew pumpkins 

with us!  We reached out to any network 

that had direct access with the community 

and this one was fabulous due to the 

sheer determination of Ginem to keep the 

kids and families going. 
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Inspired by the Keep Scotland Beautiful 

campaign, ‘Grow A Seed’, we encouraged 

our community to grow with whatever 

they had.  We asked them to raid their 

recycling bin for tubs, to plant seeds from 

things they were eating, like fruit and veg.  

We went back to basics and people loved 

it!  Gardening doesn’t have to be fancy 

and we are all about reuse and recycling, 

so this campaign was a ‘match made in 

heaven’!  One that we’ll continue to do in 

the future. 

We celebrated all the families who grew together and special certificates were made up for the 

grandparents who supported their wee people to grow.  Some proper intergenerational working going on. 
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Friends of the Calder were delighted to support the children of High Blantyre Primary to achieve platinum level 

of the Woodland Trust Green Tree Award and the gold level of the RSPB wild challenge in 2019. This built on 

the success of Bonnie Blantyre supporting them to achieve level five of the RHS School gardening award. Both 

groups worked so closely with the school, so were sad when they couldn’t get into school to continue this.  However, 

they didn’t need to worry as more children than before got growing in the school.  Two classes even grew seedlings, 

which were then transplanted in the Calder orchard by way of an experiment.  These classes also still took part in the, 

‘Grow Your Own Potatoes’ project that Bonnie Blantyre usually does with them.  They have placed their potato bags 

in the Calder orchard, to be harvested on their return to school.  It was  a real pleasure being able to watch progress 

on social media, made us still feel part of it. 



9 
 

 

  
Bonnie Blantyre planted a wildflower 

border outside a care home with the 

people who lived there, several years ago.  

There have been lots of lessons learned 

through the years.  The first year we took 

all plants away and seeded again the next 

year.  The following year we cut them 

down, realising there were some perennial 

flowers and topped up with seeds.  We 

had a wonderful display both years.  We 

now cut them down/thin them out before 

the end of the season and get a good 

show of daisies, with the odd poppy and 

cornflowers coming through, before 

cutting them all down at the end of the 

season.  Although the care home is now 

closed, the flower border is enjoyed by the 

community and wildlife alike. 

Friends of the Calder have worked at 

creating a wildflower meadow outside 

their orchard as well as inside it.  While 

things were being cut last year, it 

flourished.  Bonnie Blantyre and Friends of 

the Calder want to contribute to the bee 

line project, so managing these areas is 

important.  There are also wildflowers at 

our Leisure Centre, Pit disaster monument 

and outside Priory Bridge housing estate.  

We’ve been working with the Council 

around suitability of the planting in these 

areas. 
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The wildflower meadow planted at the Calder has gone 

from strength to strength 

When restrictions eased, Friends of the Calder held a 

workday in the orchard when veg was planted and seed 

bombs scattered by the kids. 

We planted up wellies with the kids of High Blantyre Primary School in 2019 and were delighted when 

they bloomed again in 2020, even when the school was shut.  We put spring pots out across the Town 

and filled our permanent planters to bring some floral cheer to everyone. 
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A lovely member of our community, Lily Fulston donated almost 2000 daffodil bulbs to 

brighten up a flower bed at the Blantyre Leisure Centre.  She did this in memory of her 

late mother in law.  These were then planted up by a volunteer, John Sweeney.  The 

results of his effort were clear for all to see.  The Council want this bed to remain as a 

wildflower bed in the summer, but we are in talks with them about how this could be 

improved. 

After a community appeal led by the late 

Tom McQuade, several years ago the 

miners monument in the graveyard was 

landscaped by South Lanarkshire Council.  

It was overgrown and people couldn’t 

even locate it in the graveyard.  Bonnie 

Blantyre volunteers planted up hundreds 

of daffodil and tulip bulbs around the 

monument to give it a lovely show in the 

Spring. 
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There used to be formal planting around the lawn 

at the Miners monument at High Blantyre.  

However, this was later replaced by wildflower.  

After a few years, the wildflowers weren’t very 

bonnie.  We spoke to the Council who grassed 

over the borders.  It was a huge improvement.  

The lawn is always beautiful.  The community 

believed it wasn’t the right setting for the 

wildflower.  As this monument is so important to 

us, we want it to look its best. 

Wildflower was also planted around the 

monument.  In 2020 we decided to compliment 

what was there rather than remove it, and added 

many different varieties of poppies that we had 

grown from seed.  We removed a lot of weeds 

from the border too.  The grass was long, but the 

flowers were bonnie. 
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This year, we removed the wildflower and added annual 

bedding plants. 

There was an empty bed beside the monument, so we (with help from South Lanarkshire Council), planted up 

hedging and daffodil bulbs. 
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We also planted tulips and daffodils around the monument and outside the Church.  It was a beautiful Spring 

display. 
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In 2020, ‘Grumble’s Growing Gang’ was growing in the Spring.  Bonnie Blantyre gave out 200 daffodil kits and 

200 hyacinth bulbs.   
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The Blantyre community donated over £300 to the High Blantyre Primary School plant sale so that Bonnie 

Blantyre could plant up summer pots outside shops once again.  Over 30 pots were handed out and have 

been well taken care of by our business.  The pots are full of Spring bulbs so will go back out next year.  

Cuttings will be taken from plants and saved for next year.   

Many of the plants 

used in these 

permanent planters 

were saved from 

gardens that were 

being redesigned.  We 

planted up as many 

perennials as we 

could.  We want to get 

to a stage where the 

permanent planters 

have mainly perennials 

in them, with annuals 

being used for the pots 

outside the shops.  

They look like mini 

gardens!   
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A lady donated wood that had been purchased by her husband, who had sadly passed away before he was able to 

turn it into a planter.  Local retired joiner, William Taylor turned it into planters for us.  We painted them in bright 

colours and filled them mainly with perennials, with some annuals for immediate colour and summer bulbs.  We 

placed them next to the local foodbank to brighten that corner up.  Like all of our planters, they are being taken care 

of by local residents. 
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6 fruit trees were donated to the Calder orchard.  As a workday couldn’t be organised, an appeal was put out to ask 

for help.  A lovely man and his son made light work of planting them up.  Saplings from the Woodland Trust were 

planted up at the Calder and the Scouts also planted up trees near the grounds of the David Livingstone Birthplace.  

They also installed a bird house. 
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The volunteers at TACT 

Healthy Park are all over 

the age of 60.  When the 

pandemic hit, 

remarkably, the 

volunteers still managed 

to keep the Healthy Park 

running.     

The volunteers still had 

amazing crops of fruit and 

vegetables in the garden – 

they flourished! 
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At the Healthy Park, they are old school gardeners.  They don’t have a lot of money, so are very creative.  They 

save seeds, take cuttings, compost and they ‘don’t say no to anything’!  They get regular donations of used pots, 

get soil from the Council which comes from the red bins and save water in their water tanks.  The men in the 

workshop use wood (often donated) to make wooden planters.  The volunteers fill any pots they have and 

hanging baskets which they then get donations for, which keeps the park running.  They encourage people to 

hand in their old pots and baskets to be refilled. 
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The Calder community orchard had an amazing crop of fruit this year.  Not only did Friends of the Calder add 6 

new fruit trees, but 12 new fruit bushes and 50 strawberry plants were added.  The beds with raspberries were 

thinned out and the ones that were removed were added alongside the orchard fence. 
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Back in 2020, right before the pandemic hit a partnership was formed.  Community Councillor Ann Hartman had 

an idea to turn a bit of land into a garden.  The Blantyre Miners Welfare Charitable trust allowed us to use this 

land, which had been lying vacant, to be transformed into a community garden.  Volunteers from the Blantyre 

Community Council and Bonnie Blantyre set about making this vision a reality.  Due to issues with access, it was 

decided that an orchard would be better in the setting.  A £1300 grant was given by Community Links which 

meant work could begin.  However, it was several months before work could start. 

We don’t know where you’d find a harder 

working set of volunteers!  They wasted no time 

in assembling the beds for the fruit bushes. 

Terram was donated by Babcock International 

and woodchips from South Lanarkshire Council 

were soon onsite. 
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As the Orchard was nearly complete, the Blantyre Miners Welfare told us about another piece of their land 

adjoining the new community orchard.  We were blown away when they said we could transform that 

space into a community garden. 

Trees were planted and many more van loads of wood chips were delivered by the Council.  The Council 

were exceptional in this community led project.  S&J Groundcare donated their time to slab around the 

bedded area, which was amazing. 
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It was February time before volunteers 

could get onsite.  Almost £8k had been 

secured by the Community Council to 

transform this space. 

With money and manpower limited, 

every bit of help was appreciated.  Local 

businesses were a brilliant help.  It wasn’t 

long before Leckie was onsite clearing the 

ground for us. 
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The space was thoughtfully 

designed by retired 

engineer and hardworking 

volunteer, Pat Irwin.  Pat 

also sourced all materials, 

seeking out the best and 

most cost-effective options 

for all of it. Super 

volunteers, Alex Orr and 

Raymond Carroll built so 

many amazing wooden 

structures in the garden.  So 

skilled and hardworking. 

The group decided to open 

up the two spaces, which 

meant the removal of 

overgrown conifer trees.  

Three quotes of over £3k 

were given, which the 

group couldn’t afford.  Over 

the course of a few weeks, 

the Council had kindly 

removed all the trees and 

the volunteers had cut 

them up into logs and 

branches. 
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The volunteers then hired a 

chipper and made the 

branches into wood chips, 

to be used in garden. 

With the trees down, the 

volunteers then had to 

remove a metal and a 

wooden fence.  Heavy 

work. 
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It wasn’t until the trees 

were being removed that 

you could see the amazing 

size of the site. 

The logs will be used for 

future garden projects and 

the odd sized wood was 

given away to people in 

the community. 
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Local businessman George 

Fulston donated a £3.5k 

polytunnel which will 

allow all year growing.  He 

showed lots of kindness to 

this project, arranging for 

a portable toilet to be 

taken the site, giving the 

use of his digger and 

donating wooden ‘collars’ 

that were made into 

raised beds. 

The project had grown 

from an orchard, to also 

having a ‘serenity garden’ 

(sensory garden) and 

community garden too. 
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One of the volunteers paid 

for the hire of a stump 

grinder. They then set 

about getting rid of the 

stumps that were in the 

middle of the garden.   

All the woodchips from 

the trees were then 

spread over the ground in 

the garden, over a layer of 

terram.   
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Learning as the garden 

progressed, the 

volunteers moved to 

creating raised beds.   

Four raised beds were 

purchased when £500 of 

funding was received by 

Volunteering Matters.   
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As soon as beds were built 

and filled with soil, the 

volunteers planted them 

up.  Wee Mary planted up 

the ‘serenity garden’.     

The bees absolutely love 

the flowers.  It’s a relaxing 

place to reflect.     
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The volunteers planted 

whatever they had in their 

own greenhouses or seed 

box.  They just wanted to 

get things growing and 

didn’t want to miss the 

season.     

The volunteers managed 

quite an impressive crop 

given that the garden was 

still being built around 

them.  Several donations 

have been given to the 

local care home.  Next 

year,  veg will be given to 

those who need it in the 

community. 



33 
 

 

 

  

There’s a wildflower patch in the corner of the garden, but volunteer Pat came up with the idea of 

creating a wildflower meadow through the centre of the garden.  Using the logs from the trees to form 

the shape, wildflower plugs were planted thanks to funding from Volunteering Matters. 

The orchard in the new community garden was 

bursting with strawberries – the sweetest 

strawberries ever! Enjoyed by all who visited.  

The fruit trees are also going to give us some 

fruit this year too! 
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The volunteers have already 

started gathering seeds and 

cuttings for next year.  Their 

temporary compost heap is 

also piling up nicely.  
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ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY 

Already the volunteers have started 

gathering seeds and taking cuttings. 

Thanks to Jim Brown (or JimBee) as he is known in Bonnie Blantyre, we can see the range of wildlife that visits 

Blantyre.  We must be doing something right if we are creating the conditions for all this wildlife to exist.  
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A good thing about lockdown was that people were 

getting out and exploring Blantyre.  They were sharing 

their snaps online.  They were going to places they had 

never been, or been since they were a child.  

Rediscovering the beauty right on their doorsteps.  
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Friends of the Calder worked alongside the South Lanarkshire Council Countryside 

Rangers several years ago to create a pond at the Calder.  This last year it has been 

thriving again, with lots of frog spawn and frogs.  
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After years of campaigning, Friends of 

the Calder finally supported High 

Blantyre Primary School to get a gate 

installed in their school fence to allow 

them a more direct, safer route to the 

Calder.  They are the only primary 

school in Blantyre to have such a rich 

woodland on their doorstep, so it’s 

amazing they can now get easier access.  

 

As Friends of the Calder couldn’t organise work days at the height of the pandemic, 

they were reliant on the Countryside Rangers and the community to get things 

done.  The Rangers attended to strimming the grass at the orchard, cut up a fallen 

tree and repaired a footpath.  Their colleagues in ground services repaired a broken 

fence and removed dangerous metal from a fence.  They worked within the 

restrictions set, to keep our community safe. 
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Before the pandemic, Friends of the Calder and 

the South Lanarkshire Council Countryside 

Rangers along with Green Action Trust, organised 

a series of consultation events.  One side of the 

Calder river had new paths installed and trees 

felled several years ago.   

 

The second phase of improvement works were 

planned to see a replacement bridge installed as 

well as signage installed and the paths improved. 

The stumbling block was that £15k was required 

to design the new bridge before funding of £120k 

could be applied for. 

 

After several online meetings this year, Friends of 

the Calder got agreement from the Council to get 

investment of £25k to move the funding 

application forward.  A major success for the 

group. 

By September this year, Friends of the Calder are hoping to learn that the Calder estate has been 

designated a Local Nature Reserve.   

A meeting also took place earlier this year, where agreement was reached that in 2020, Greenhall Park 

(part of the estate), will try and achieve the Green Flag Award.  An action plan will be created, with the 

Council and the volunteers actively working towards it. 



40 
 

  

The Butterfly Conservation Trust visited the Calder orchard to host an event teaching attendees about 

butterflies and bees.  They are returning in September to run an event with High Blantyre Primary School, 

restrictions permitting. 

Blantyre Community Council engaged with Royal Mail and BT to get a phone box cleaned up and some 

post boxes painted. 
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Lots of outdoor education takes place in Blantyre, partly due to our amazing surroundings.  It was a great 

achievement for Bardykes Farm Nursery School to be awarded, ‘Nursery Outdoor Learning Environment 

Award 2020’.  With bees, animals, a river running through their grounds and much more, the kids get a 

rich outdoor experience. 

The site of the new community 

garden was covered in litter and 

glass.  Bonnie Blantyre would 

share the use-by dates to 

highlight how long this litter stays 

around for.  Lots of muck was 

riddled for rubbish and reused in 

the community garden. 
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Using Jim Browns fabulous wildlife 

photographs, Bonnie Blantyre was able to 

draw the communities’ attention to the 

issues of littering. 

Several years ago, then High Blantyre 

Primary pupil, Megan, created, ‘The Litter 

Pup’, the signage is still proudly displayed 

at the Calder, despite the signs being 

removed a couple of times. 
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Having bins in the Calder woods is 

a challenge.  The Council can only 

collect litter from certain places, 

like entrances.  Two years ago, we 

managed to secure a new bin at 

the MiIlheugh entrance, this was 

a big achievement.  This summer 

the inside of the bin was taken 

away and used as a fire pit! A 

member of our community 

retrieved it.  We also managed to 

secure a second bin for Greenhall 

estate and a larger bin for the 

Barnhill entrance. 

During lockdown, our 

community pulled together and 

took care of any litter that they 

had seen in the town.  Wee 

Rory did a litter pick where he 

lives, a local climber did a litter 

pick after her climb in the 

woods and loads and loads of 

people litter-picked on their 

daily walks.  It was remarkable. 
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The Scouts did several litter picks during 

lockdown.  They did our community proud! 

Priory Bridge residents association did their bit 

to keep the Calder clean. 

Friends of the Calder were delighted when they could finally organise community litter picks.  They were so 

pleased to be able to take part in the Keep Scotland Beautiful, ‘Summer Clean’ campaign. 
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The new community garden has used lots of decking no longer required by local residents to make the 

bases from raised beds. 

The new community garden is turning old cable drums into planters and furniture for the new community 

garden.  It has also taken in lots of old pallets which will be used in future projects in the garden.  A local 

resident spotted lots of old plant pots on offer on a buy and sell page and packed her car full of them and 

dropped them off to Bonnie Blantyre.  These were then used in the growing kits that were given out to the 

community. 
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The new community needed stones to finish 

off a slabbed area.  A community appeal seen 

them pick up over 40 bags of stones from a 

local resident who was redoing her garden. 

Many plants were taken from local residents 

gardens who were redoing their gardens.  

Waste not, want not! 

The new community garden took lots of wooden chips from South Lanarkshire Council after they felled 

trees. Tons and tons of ‘soil improver’ was also given to the garden from the Council, a result of the red bin 

waste. 
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COMMUNITY PARTICIPATION 

The other group that sprung up was Chase the Rainbow Blantyre, who made it their mission to brighten the 

days of the wee ones in Blantyre.  Hats off to the volunteers of both groups for seeing a crisis and gathering 

to support the community. 

The pandemic seen the community rally like never before.  Some groups diversified and some new 

volunteer groups assembled to support the people of Blantyre.  Blantyre Official Coronavirus Support Group 

distributed supplies across the Town, and beyond.   Local businesses provided lots of support to the group.  

Local lady Avril, baked thousands of cakes which were distributed across Blantyre to make people smile. 
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‘Blantyre Bites Back’ was created by Blantyre 

Soccer Academy during lockdown 

They provided foods for families during school 

holidays and pensioners over the festive 

period.  They also delivered goodie bags across 

the Town too. 

 

 

Blantyre Soccer Academy transformed the back garden of their community hub.  A beautiful covid reflection 

garden has been created.  The loss that Blantyre felt during this pandemic will never be forgotten.  This area is 

a touching tribute to those who passed away and those who were impacted by covid. 
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Talented local lady, Emma-Louise Hay worked with 

Bonnie Blantyre to run, ‘design your own monster’ 

competitions.  After the winners were selected, 

Emma set about creating crochet versions of the 

children’s drawings.  They were fabulous and loved 

by the children. 

She then set about creating a whole range of 

Christmas crocheted pals which Bonnie Blantyre hid 

about the Town.  These were highly desired!  Emma-

Louise has a big heart and wanted to do her bit to 

keep people smiling during the pandemic. 

Bonnie Blantyre worked with Hyper Cyber Youth 

Project to create a video showing everyone giving 

covid the boot.  This fun video showed over 20 

people virtually throwing wellies and boots to each 

other, signally that everyone was working together 

to get rid of covid. 

Blantyre Community Council and Bonnie Blantyre ran a 

poetry competition to keep people occupied during 

lockdown.  Entries came from young and old alike. 
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Bonnie Blantyre and Blantyre Community Council 

raised over £1200 for Hyper Cyber Youth Project 

and Terminal 1 Youth Project by carrying out a 

sponsored walk.  Many residents joined in, all taking 

part at different times of the day. 

Gavin Watson Printers are big partners of Bonnie 

Blantyre.  Nothing is ever a bother and they do so 

much to help in Blantyre.  They sponsored a young 

reporter competition, encouraging young people to 

write about their experiences of lockdown.  Two 

winners were chosen, each winning an iPad, 

donated by Gavin Watson Printers. 

Bonnie Blantyre ran their first ever, ‘Bonnie Blantyre 

Advent Windows’ competition, encouraging people 

to decorate their windows and/or gardens.  With so 

many events being cancelled, they wanted to still try 

and bring some festive cheer. 

As Friends of the Calder and Bonnie Blantyre 

weren’t hosting an Easter egg hunt, they asked 

people to decorate stones and instead had a, 

‘positivity rocks’ trail across the Town.  Schools and 

churches joined in, a great team effort. 
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Bonnie Blantyre hosted their annual, ‘pumpkin carving’ competition.  The winner of the pumpkin growing 

competition even carved her homegrown pumpkin! 

Blantyre Telegraph is a volunteer based, non-profit local 

news service for Blantyre which also aims to generate 

donations for good causes. Donations are then made 

monthly to local good causes. Amongst these during 2020 

and 2021 have been buying a new Shed for the community 

garden, hundreds of pounds given to TACT Healthy Park to 

buy new plants, raising four figure sums towards the 

recent building of a new playpark in the village, fundraising 

to improve the Pit Disaster miner’s memorial, goodie bags, 

Easter eggs and crafts for school children as well as over 30 

other local causes.  Over the past two years, the Blantyre 

Telegraph has increased its page likes from 16,500 to a 

staggering 21000 showing how many people engage with 

this fabulous news service. 
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It’s thought ‘Blantyre Project’ represents the largest 

local History Archive for any Lanarkshire Town. With 

over 15,000 photos and 6,150 heritage articles, the 

‘Blantyre Project’ tells the history of Blantyre in an 

accurate, informative and interesting manner.  The 

last 12 months saw the creation of several short 

films showcasing Blantyre photos through the 

decades. Interviews were also provided for the 

permanent history exhibits in the David Livingstone 

Birthplace, within the new museum’s legacy room.  

More information can be found here - 

http://www.blantyreproject.com/ 

 

As Council halls shut during lockdown, the Blantyre 

Heritage Group were unable to meet physically as a 

group, but their research continued.  In absence of a 

face to face presentation this year, an update can be 

found at the back of this document. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blantyreproject.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR29-vDYWdT5sihQadCMUeSEYF7doDdesy2TETG5uIpwg32hTg8VjeL46aE&h=AT0A1LT8nLRVIH2crwoYxUHrbCpztG0pYbHgV6rEiqw8IkOPFx5cG1Yv1yzDLzmaJMj5tXMT4Ps3uwLTzj6fbDReCeYJDKpVQtE0TNou3BtSE7fU0XpfknnMWZAyCbo6ON4hvQ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.blantyreproject.com%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR29-vDYWdT5sihQadCMUeSEYF7doDdesy2TETG5uIpwg32hTg8VjeL46aE&h=AT0A1LT8nLRVIH2crwoYxUHrbCpztG0pYbHgV6rEiqw8IkOPFx5cG1Yv1yzDLzmaJMj5tXMT4Ps3uwLTzj6fbDReCeYJDKpVQtE0TNou3BtSE7fU0XpfknnMWZAyCbo6ON4hvQ
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Blantyre heritage is hugely important to our community.  Last year seen our biggest and best display of 

remembrance for those who lost their lives during the war, than ever before.  Gavin Watson Printers produced an 

amazing display, which was then decorated with hundreds of poppies, coloured in by the children in our schools 

and nurseries.  Their poppies were also placed along the path leading to one of our war memorials.  An amazing, 

community tribute.  Families and local schools and nurseries took their children along to see the displays, which 

was very poignant. 
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Over 1500 poppies were either knitted or crocheted in a matter of weeks – an amazing effort by such fabulous 

people.  These were added to trees on the way to one of the war memorials.  Local lady Elaine Speirs also attached 

many to netting which adorned the fence and gate at our two war memorials.  How the community worked 

together in a pandemic to create such a fitting tribute is nothing short of remarkable. 

Local lad Robbie couldn’t knit or crochet, but he made 

poppies from plastic bottles and put them out on display.  

Local churches also created beautiful displays.  The 

community was united in remembering those who lost 

their lives during wars. 
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The David Livingstone Birthplace has been closed since 2017, undergoing a 9.1 million redevelopment, with 

a newly refurbished building, a new exhibition, shop, café and playpark.  We are very proud to have this 

fabulous Blantyre resource open for people to learn more about our important heritage.  

After being razed to the 

ground in 2017, the 

Blantyre Miners Welfare 

Resource Centre is now 

being rebuilt.  The 

community looks 

forward to this 

community asset 

reopening. 
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Bonnie Blantyre put out so many appeals for help during lockdown.  Every time, someone responded – that 

tells you what kind of community we have.  All of the watering was taken care of by members of our 

community.  Whether that was street pots, street planters, community gardens or at the orchard.  All taken 

care of by people who just wanted to help. 

Community Payback are normally able to provide our community with manpower.  Due to covid we couldn’t 

rely on them as much as usual, but when they could, they helped.  They created planters for us to use at 

the orchard to trial community veg growing and they also strimmed our community orchard. 
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The amount of volunteer hours that Blantyre clocked up over the last year is hugely significant.  Whether it 

be working away on their own or as part of it a team.  We are forever grateful. 

Along with the Council, so many businesses and individuals provided donations of money and goods to 

keep the different voluntary groups going.  Asda Blantyre and Gavin Watson Printers provided  brilliant 

support, in different ways.  Tom Brown of Gavin Watson was an invaluable part of the Bonnie Blantyre 

team, a legend.  James Meechan from ground services was a true star, as was Mary Sutherland from Asda 

Blantyre. 
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Our community kept going, growing and exploring.  They looked for the rainbow after the rain.  They are amazing. 
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PRESS CUTTINGS AND AWARDS 

Our groups were too busy getting on with things to get their photos in the paper this year!  Here are a few articles and awards 

that were won. 
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FINANCE AND PLANS FOR THE 

FUTURE 

 

Despite just coming out of lockdown, all of the groups highlighted either have events planned for the 

coming year or activities planned. For example, the sunflower growing competition, war and pit disaster 

memorials are annual events.  We are looking forward to welcoming the amazing Blantyre Community 

Committee back on the scene with their amazing community social events. Friends     of the Calder have 

started planning their events, in collaboration with the Countryside Rangers. The groups  are also open to 

adhoc events, such as litter picks, as the year progresses. 

 

The majority of the work that has been described has been the result of kindness and hard work.  

Funding was provided for the Blantyre Soccer Academy Covid Remembrance Garden and just under £8k 

for the Blantyre Miners Community Garden.  The orchard part of the Miners Garden received just over 

£1200.  TACT Healthy Park raised funds through donations received in exchange for pots and hanging 

baskets. They also received some donations from local businesses and kind hearted Victoria Falls pupil, 

Rocco.  All groups in Blantyre manage to achieve a lot of things with not a lot of money, just bags of 

enthusiasm.   

 

All the community groups mentioned in this document will continue to collaborate whenever possible 

on projects and events, whilst still retaining their own identities. We will continue to review our offering 

based on our experiences, ensuring that we are being as effective as we can be, but also, ensure that 

we keep having fun. We are all volunteers giving up our time, so it has to be enjoyable. 
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Friends of the Calder is a constituted group, which was established approximately eight years ago. The group focuses 
on the conservation, enjoyment, community involvement and education concerning an area known locally as the 
Calder, or ‘Cawther’. The areas within the Calder where the focus is called Milheugh, Greenhall and Barnhill. The group 
meets every two months and has over 20 planned events every year, with many others emerging throughout the 
year. 
 
Bonnie Blantyre was established in May 2017. It is not a constituted group and has simple aims. The campaign aims 
to promote the fact that Blantyre is full of fabulous people, places and things. These things often can be overlooked 
as people get used to seeing them. Therefore, Bonnie Blantyre aims to celebrate the beauty on the people of 
Blantyre’s doorstep. It encourages people to get outside and experience Blantyre, take photos of it, fix things that 
need attention and make Blantyre as bonnie as it can be. It looks to encourage citizen pride and action. 

 
The faces of the campaign are Bonnie the Bee, Grumble Bee and sometimes Wee Bee tags along. Oh, and Sunny the 

Sunflower comes out for guest appearances too. We’ve also got JimBee who takes all the cracking photos of 

Blantyre. The campaign has lots of fun! 

 

Blantyre is somewhat unique in having its own non-profit, volunteer led Public Entertainment Events Committee. 

Blantyre Community Committee has only 10   members, but these hard-working individuals go out of their way to 

fundraise and put on free, large scale public, annual events for the people of Blantyre.  Formed in 2012, the free 

events are family orientated and focus especially on young people, giving them a fun, memorable day out, regardless 

of background. The Committee engage many local schools, youth clubs, dance clubs and church groups for inclusion 

of as many organisations as possible. 

The Volunteers fundraise throughout the year to ensure there is free entry for everybody, putting on spectacular 

outdoor events with marquees, professionally run with safety, facilities, professionalism and fun always a priority. 

 
Blantyre Community Council is a constituted group which established in 2016. It represents community opinion and 
observation and engages with decision makers and budget holders through direct action. 

 
The Community Council meets regularly with the elected representatives, community police officers as well as 
professional organisations and has agreed a programme of meetings with other local community councils in order to 
progress, discuss and respond to major consultations from the Scottish Government and South Lanarkshire Council. 
 
They are committed to participative and collaborative work with other community organisations both within and 

outside Blantyre. 

 

There is an array of wonderful voluntary groups and charitable organisations and resources in Blantyre such as 

TACT Healthy Park, Friends of the Calder, Blantyre Community Council, Blantyre Community Committee, Blantyre 

Telegraph, Blantyre Miners Welfare Charitable Society, Blantyre Soccer Academy, David Livingstone Birthplace, 

Hyper Cyber Youth Project, Terminal One Youth Organisation, 3rd Blantyre Scout Group, Blantyre Heritage Group, 

Blantyre Project and many, many more.  We are so lucky to have so many hard working groups in the Town.  

Below you’ll find an overview of some of those you’ve read about. 

 

OVERVIEW OF COMMUNITY GROUPS 
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The Tenants Association Coatshill Thornhill (TACT) group, based in Blantyre was established in 1978. The group had 

a desire to further engage with the community and develop a disused piece of land. Many years in the planning, in 

2009, the land was turned   into TACT Healthy Park, and this brings considerable benefit to the community and the 

environment. The ethos of the Park is to promote healthy eating and healthy lifestyle and is accessible to the wider 

community. All the produce (onions, carrots, leeks, potatoes, tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, raspberries, 

strawberries to name a few!), are available to the community for voluntary donations. The volunteers in the Healthy 

Park   work all year round. 

 

Blantyre Heritage Group was founded just over twenty years ago by a small body of like- minded individuals who 

shared a passion for local and family history.  Forming themselves into an organisation, they drew up a constitution 

with the aim of “Monitoring current developments within the locality” and by research, communication     and 

education “Provide a safeguard for the local heritage.”  Today the Group, though small in number, continues this 

policy. 

The group hold a vast collection of ‘Old Blantyre’ photographs and a growing stock of photographs recording more 
recent changes in the parish. 
 
Blantyre Heritage Group continue the tradition of the founders by showing PowerPoint presentations at various 

clubs, churches and other venues around Blantyre, with earnestly researched commentary, while also maintaining a 

good working relationship with the other community groups in the town. 

 

Blantyre Telegraph is a non-profit organisation which started in 2011. Volunteer led, it reports on contemporary 

news, what’s on, employment opportunities and community information. Between donations, events fundraising 

and a monthly local newspaper, which also raises money for good causes. 

 

‘Blantyre Project’ tells the history of Blantyre in an accurate, informative and interesting  manner. This free archive is 

available online and offline via a series of books, the proceeds of which have raised many thousands of pounds for 

local good causes. Presentations to clubs, schools and churches are often. The non-profit organization is well known 

in Blantyre, has almost 15,000  followers online and has preserved Blantyre’s     history in words and photos. 
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IN ABSENCE OF A PRESENTATION ON 

JUDGING DAY, HERE’S AN UPDATE 

FROM BLANTYRE HERITAGE GROUP 
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