
Aberdeen Communities Together
Beautiful Scotland 2021 

We would like to welcome the judges to 
our wonderful city for Bloom 2021.
Although we are facing very challenging 
circumstances and are still in the midst of a 
pandemic it is now more apparent than ever how 
much the greenspace, parks, nature and wildlife in 
Aberdeen is valued by both residents and visitors. 
Beautiful Scotland allows Aberdeen the opportunity 
to showcase our outstanding parks and greenspace 
and highlight the collaborative approach with 
various community groups that is key to developing 
and improving our outdoor spaces and contributing 
to an enriched experience for all. Our dedicated 
Operations team helps to support community 
groups, local businesses and schools to promote 
excellence and encourage pride in our city. These 
partnerships have resulted in a number of new 
community projects; 

•  Growing

– 11 ‘Friends of’ groups have been established

– 21 community gardens

– 12 institutional Growing spaces (schools, uni’s, 
partners (Social Enterprise Groups at Hazlehead 
Grove Nursery)

– 21 Local Authority managed allotment sites – 
 519 plots

– 3 privately run allotment sites – Heathryfold, Nether 
Loirston Growers Association and Sunnybank

•  7 Green Flag Awards – Duthie Park (also Green 
Heritage Site), Hazlehead Park, Seaton Park, 
Johnston Gardens, Victoria Park, Slopefield 
Allotments, Garthdee Field Allotments

•  The development of new wildflower meadows in 
Bucksburn and Tillydrone

•  We have supported 354 community clean ups 
throughout the city so far in 2021 with almost 
1000 individuals and small groups carrying out 
socially distanced litter picks in all areas of the 
city.

•  We also have 28 formed It’s Your Neighbourhood 
groups within the city and have a thriving 
partnership with the Oil and Gas industry. 

•  The Design a Flower Bed competition, now in 
its 14th year, gives primary school children 
the opportunity to get involved with the 
environment. 



Aberdeen continues to bloom
Despite the restrictions of the pandemic lockdown, 
Aberdeen continued to bloom thanks to the efforts 
of the Environmental Services team, numerous 
community groups and dedicated individuals. 
Flower beds, hanging baskets and planters were 
well maintained throughout the summer and 
parks and gardens became a welcome sanctuary 
for city residents looking to make the most of 
their time outdoors. Beautiful floral displays were 
evident throughout the city and the ‘Spaces for 
People’ initiative in city Centre areas provided more 
opportunity for bedding plants in the ‘parklets’ that 
were installed to provide more seating areas on the 
pedestrianised sections of the City Centre. The surge 
in outdoor exercise, particularly walking and cycling, 
has led to a huge increase of visitors to parks and 
open spaces and in such challenging times it was 
a considerable achievement to deliver such a high 
level of horticultural excellence.

Horticultural Achievements



Wildflower meadow creation
Community groups and schools have been keen to 
work with the Council to develop new wildflower 
areas in their communities to benefit pollinating 
insects as well as add as splash of colour. The Council 
works in partnership with the groups to create and 
manage these areas and can help the schools use 
them as part of their outdoor learning programme.

Bucksburn Academy and 
the Brighter Bucksburn 
group supported by 
the Countryside Ranger 
Service and Grounds 
Maintenance teams 
have created a1400m2 
wildflower meadow 
at Cloverfield Park in 
Bucksburn, Earth and 
Worms in Tillydrone have 
created two wildflower 
areas extending to around 
450m2 on areas which 
were formerly mown road 
verges. Both projects 
sought external funding to 
pay for the seeds.

Rainbow Garden at 
Hazlehead Park 
We have created the Rainbow Garden at Hazlehead 
Park for those affected by past practices around the 
cremation of babies at Aberdeen Crematorium.
The design of the garden and sculpture was agreed 
by a Working Group of parents to evoke feelings 
of reflectiveness, peace, remembrance, forward-
looking, uplifting, sorrow, hope, love, stillness, 
responsibility and reconciliation. It is designed to be 
open and welcoming, while at the same time is a 
place which allows for private emotions.

Artist Maja Quille has designed a bronze sculpture 
named ‘Fleeting’ which has a flowing design of 
flying birds enclosing a seat.

The garden has been designed by the Working Group 
with TGP Landscape Architects and the features 
include an arched entrance, several seated areas 
in circle around the sculpture, and a more private 
area where families affected can sit, and also have 
names of those affected permanently inscribed on 
rectangular-shaped plaques, if they wish.



Celebrate Aberdeen in Bloom
Celebrate Aberdeen in Bloom showcased the 
beauty, diversity and wildlife in Aberdeen’s gardens 
and greenspaces throughout 2020 with an online 
celebration replacing the usual annual garden 
competition.

Lorna Graham Performance and Development Officer 
said “The submissions captured so many colours and 
such a variety of scenes, it was fantastic to see. It 
was also heartening to get feedback from contributors 
about how much they enjoyed taking part, which 
meant a great deal during a difficult year.”

Participants were asked to make submissions 
with photos covering six themes; Make or Design 
a Scarecrow, Garden Wildlife, Favourite Viewpoint, 
Splash of Colour, Home Grown Dish and Proud of my 
Planting.

A selection of the submissions can be seen on the 
Celebrate Aberdeen in Bloom Facebook page.

https://www.facebook.com/Celebrate-Aberdeen-in-Bloom-1945424205670771/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


The Allotment Market 
Stall – TAMS
TAMS have a network of local allotment growers big 
and small who enjoy growing produce. When the food 
is in season often they have much more than they 
can consume and TAMS take that produce and sell it 
directly to the community. They are a not for profit 
organisations and all money made is either given back 
to the growers to keep up the good work or to help run 
our market stalls.

TAMS seeks to cut waste from allotment sites, offer 
volunteering opportunities, reduce food miles by 
selling only fruit and vegetables grown in Aberdeen 
and give any surplus to the food bank network. In this 
way it contributes to the health and well-being of the 
citizens of Aberdeen and give access to high quality, 
competitively priced fruit and vegetables grown with 
love and care by the allotment gardeners.

Aberdeen has a long history of horticultural 
excellence dating back over 50 years resulting 
in many high quality horticultural greenspaces.  
With increasing awareness of climate change, 
the need to take action to manage greenspaces 
more sustainably to mitigate and reduce climate 
change and support biodiversity a new approach 
was needed.

Interest in more natural management of 
greenspaces is leading to a change in 
management regimes in some parks and 
greenspaces, reducing mowing to promote 
wildflowers.  In several areas a matrix of 
management types has been trialled with some 
areas only cut once at the end of the summer 
and all the cuttings removed, other areas are 
cut two or three times a year.  Areas are still 
maintained with more frequent cuts where 
there is a need for areas for informal or formal 
recreation activities. Where the vegetation is 
allowed to grow longer paths are mown through 
the areas to maintain public access and to allow 
people to get closer to nature in their local area.

Environmental Responsibility 

Seaton Park -Fridays  10-1
Victoria Park- Fridays 10-1
Duthie Park- Fridays 10-1

Bonnymuir Green -Saturdays 10-2

The Allotment
Market Stall

JULY 16TH - OCTOBER 2ND 2021

Email: theallotmentmarketstall@gmail.com
www.theallotmentmarketstall.org.uk

Grassland management 
for biodiversity



Five-year climate change 
plan for council approved
A five-year plan which sets a net zero target for 
City Council assets and operations was approved in 
March 2021.

The members of Aberdeen City Council’s Full Council 
committee unanimously agreed the Climate Change 
Plan 2021-2025: Towards a Net Zero and Climate 
Resilient Council report which outlines actions to 
reduce carbon emissions and increase resilience to 

climate change.

The Climate Change Plan sets out the scope of 
the Council’s ambitions with net zero and interim 
targets for a reduction in carbon emissions from 
council assets and operations, indicates climate 
risks affecting the council, and it outlines the 
project priorities being taken forward to 2025.

It also shows that cities like Aberdeen as the 
European Capital of Energy have a key role to play 
in leading such a transition and represents the City 
Council’s commitment to reducing carbon emissions 
from its own operations.

Climate Week North East
Climate Week North East 2021 was organised by 
Aberdeen Climate Action and brought businesses, 
community groups and charities 
across the north-east together to 
raise awareness of climate change, 
showcase inspiring work and 
encouraging action.

The program included workshops, 
lectures on sustainable technologies 

and practices, improving energy efficiency at home, 
engaging your local MP, bringing climate change into 
the classroom, visioning events for transitioning in 
the north east, a festival of greenspace and mini 
rewilding walks.

CWNE ended with a screening of 
“The Cloud Forest” a documentary 
demonstrating the power of 
individual communities, big or 
small, to positively contribute to 
the future.



Clean Up Aberdeen Mighty 
Midsummer Mission 2021
Clean Up Aberdeen used the 
summer solstice to celebrate the 
ever expanding band of enthusiastic 
volunteer litter pickers. The 
Mighty Midsummer Mission was 
an opportunity for individual litter 

pickers to be part of something 
city wide. 

For the last few years Clean 
Up Aberdeen celebrated this 
time of year with a 24hour 
Glitter Pick – 24 litter picks 
in 24 locations in 24 hours – 
a mass celebration of litter 
picking. Sadly, due to Covid 
restrictions, this fun event 
didn’t take place last year. 

This year, with almost 190 
new litter picking volunteers 

since January, the midsummer celebration focused 
on the fantastic individuals that are regularly out 
there cleaning up their neighbourhoods.

Volunteers were encouraged to head out any time 
between the 17th and the 21st of June and just 
pick some litter. And what a fantastic response – 23 
separate litter picks, involving 70 participants, filling 
93 bags.

Community Engagement

During the Spring there were many splashes of 
colour across the city thanks to the work of many 
volunteers and groups.

The annual autumn bulb planting took place in 2020 
despite the difficulties of Covid-19.

Almost 100 groups, schools and individuals took up 
the offer of free spring bulbs from Aberdeen City 
Council’s Environmental Services. The enthusiastic 
volunteers managed to plant 140,000 crocus and 
muscari bulbs around the city.

Communities bring 
spring colour



Inchgarth Community 
Garden
Volunteers at Inchgarth Community Centre 
have transformed empty land into a thriving 
Community Garden where people can sit, 
relax, have a picnic and do a bit of gardening.

Spring has seen 80 Crab Apple and Blackthorn 
trees planted and the group are encouraging 
and supporting people and families to grow 
at home through their seed potato and seed 
tray projects.

The garden previously achieved a 2nd place 
finish in Aberdeen in bloom with the award 
dedicated to Bryan Hall who has given up his 
time to build, plant and grow in the garden.

During the Covid 
lockdowns the 
Countryside Ranger 
Service has been 
producing short 
videos on a range of 
subjects highlighting 
wildlife related 
activities and links to other online resources that families can do in 
their own gardens or local greenspace to help with some outdoor 
learning and to engage more with nature. These 60-90 second videos 
were put out on social media and many reached over 200,000 people, 
some of the quizzes linked to these reached over a million people!

In the spring of 2020, a project was completed to refurbish one of the 
Gordon Highlander War Memorials in Duthie Park and improve the 
landscape setting making it more accessible to park visitors.

The project was jointly funded by the Friends of Duthie Park and the 
Gordon Highlanders Association and included extending the paving 
stones around the memorial to enable the inscriptions at the rear 
of the memorial to be viewed. The planting around the bed was 
changed to provide colour and interest all the year round and metal 
railings added to set off the memorial. 

Countryside 
Ranger 
service 
videos

https://www.inchgarth.co.uk/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


Aberdeen Communities Together is now emerging 
from the constraints of the pandemic and starting to 
look forward after the impact of the lockdowns and 
the necessary restrictions we have all faced. What 
has been a very challenging and unprecedented 
situation has also ignited a passion for community 
spirit and a renewed sense of pride and appreciation 
of our surroundings. The opportunity to nurture 
this pride and channel the efforts of dedicated 
individuals and groups into fully fledged members of 
Aberdeen Communities Together will be a key focus 
in the months ahead. As the established groups re-
build and recover we will continue to find innovative 
ways to interact and include them in our campaigns 

and most importantly, maintain the strong 
connections that have been made over the years.
Aberdeen Communities Together supports the 
aims and objectives of Aberdeen’s ambitious 
Local Outcome Improvement Plan (LOIP). The LOIP 
maps out the way in which multi-agency partners 
will work together to ensure Aberdeen is a place 
where all people can prosper, regardless of their 
background or circumstances, and is based on the 
themes of Economy, Place and People.

The LOIP recognises no single sector or profession 
can improve outcomes for people and place alone, 
encouraging community planning partners to work 
together to realise the ambitions for Aberdeen and 

those aims are a driving force behind Aberdeen 
Communities Together. 

The future for Aberdeen Communities Together is 
very positive and exciting. Everyone involved is an 
inspiration and they are driving change across the 
wider green agenda. Community engagement and 
partnership is a powerful tool for making change 
and age does not matter. 

As a city we will continue to publicise and promote 
the great work of our partners and communities. 
We will do this through traditional medial means 
such as local newspapers, but also through social 
media and newly discovered digital platforms. 
Digital communication and new mediums have been 
vital for communicating and working with many of 
our community partners over the last 18 months. 
Aberdeen Communities Together has embraced this 
and will ensure it is very much part of our future.

The campaign will continue to unlock funding and 
sponsorship opportunities. Over the years our many 
partners have raised hundreds of thousands of 
pounds for the benefit of Aberdeen’s green spaces. 
As council budgets tighten further in the future 
it is going to be more important than ever for 
community groups and the council to work together 
to raise funds that will continue to develop and 
protect Aberdeen’s fantastic green space.

Aberdeen Communities Together is there to support, 
encourage and inspire. The success of our campaign 
is fitting recognition for the 1000s of fabulous 
people involved who work tirelessly for the benefit 
of the city’s parks and green space.

In the Future 




