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This was another unusual year but when so much else stopped, Milngavie in Bloom continued 

gardening and litter-picking, with great benefit both to the community and to our own 

members. 

The 2020 AGM was unable to take place in its usual format and was held by ballot and there 

was a big change in the composition of the committee. Douglas Cameron, Rona McLeod, and 

Ian Pascoe left and were given tokens in recognition of their years of service. Five new 

members joined the committee; Sheena MacLachlan, Tam Spaeth, John Davies, Moira Clark and 

Ian Mitchell. Induction tours using the ‘Milling About Milngavie’ guide were held to explain the 

work of the charity.  

Tim Rhead became the new Chair and Sandra Wilson the Vice Chair, and they have shared the 

duties formerly carried out by Douglas Cameron.  

Sheena Maclachlan replaced Rona Macleod as Clean Sweep Convenor and Ian Mitchell has 

become Membership Secretary in place of Anne Craw. Fiona Lawrie continued as Minute 

Secretary and Webmaster, Evelyn Parbrook as Gardening Convenor, Helen Martin as Archivist 

and Diane Black as Noticeboard Convenor and Anne Craw as Community Fundraiser. John 

became the new Grants Fundraiser and Tam has developed the new post of Volunteer 

Convenor.         

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      

The committee met by ZOOM until July when it was possible to have an open air meeting and 

other small groups have met in the Carers Link garden.  

 



The first event last year, the commissioning of the telephone box in the precinct, was able to 

take place in the open air. The restoration was carried out by the Bearsden and Milngavie 

Men’s Shed and since then our Noticeboard Convenor with helpers has kept the box clean and 

tidy and provided information on the work of MIB.  

 

 

The big Autumn Leaf Clearance took place over two Saturdays in November and as the 

Community Service workers were not available, we transported the leaves to new compost 

beds outside the shed.  

 

 



Another initiative was the planting of crocus bulbs as part of the Rotary Purple 4 Polio project.  

Many other bulbs were planted in various parts of the town and a large number of primulas 

donated by EDC.  

 Our annual Snowdrop Appeal continues each year now moving into Lennox Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2021, a generous donation of £5,000 enabled us to purchase an electrically powered 

bowser, which was needed to replace the old manual one, which was becoming a big problem 

for the stalwart bowser men. The old one was given to another local charity, Better Briggs.  

 



The usual Winter Warmer could not take place due to the restrictions but members have been 

kept in touch by several on line newsletters. Two grants were received for a total of £6.600 

which enabled the old paving to be replaced at the Italian Garden.  

 

 

 

Another grant for £3,000 was given from the Health and Wellbeing Fund which we intend to 

use to help new volunteers to improve the landscaping at the Mugdock Road carpark. This 

work has had to be postponed as EDC have been installing new power points for electric 

vehicles. A mini greenhouse, bench and growing area has been developed behind the Tool Shed 

and work has started on a new pollinator bed. 

 



The Spring planting took place as usual using many plants grown by members as the Garden 

Centres were closed until later in the season. The floral fountains provided by the BID have also 

been spectacular this year.  

 

 

The work at the station was delayed until Scotrail allowed access but gardening work resumed 

in the Spring with some additional work following the platform extension carried out in the last 

year and we also acquired a second train.  

 



Gavin’s Mill has created a new event space and asked for our help planting up more railing 

planters.  

 

 

 

The Men’s Shed agreed to provide the display at the Community Garden to great effect. 

 

 



The committee decided not to take part in 

the Beautiful Scotland Award competition 

this year. Instead, a representative from 

Beautiful Scotland, Stan da Prato, came to 

Milngavie to give advice and he invited a 

group to North Berwick to see the gardens 

there in July which provided us with lots of 

inspiration.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The first public event was a Plant Sale in the garden of St Andrew’s Church on July 31st, which 

was very enjoyable and raised £800. 

 

 



A new area has been reclaimed on the Allander Way, using a group of muscular volunteers and 

an annual summer meadow mix has been planted.   The intention is to make this a perennial 

wildflower meadow. 

 

 

The Allander Way group which is registered with Its Your Neighbourhood received a visit by a 

mentor, Sandra Anton, who offered useful advice.  

The committee decided to review its Health and Safety policies and this has involved visits to 

supermarkets to discuss the problem of shopping trolleys in the Allander Water.     

Milngavie in Bloom (MiB)  has continued to cooperate with other agencies, including East 

Dunbartonshire Council (EDC) and the Milngavie BID(Business Improvement District) who are 

carrying out major work in the precinct at the start of the West Highland Way. MIB is 

cooperating with Milngavie Community Development Trust and other bodies who are drawing 

up plans to reinvigorate Lennox Park. We are part of the Milngavie Umbrella Group which 

encourages joint working between EDC and the voluntary sector.  

 

 



The first public event in Milngavie centre for over a year was held on September 11th to 

promote Healthy Habits and MIB had a stall which was very popular with activities for children 

and raised awareness of both our gardening and clean sweeping work.  This year we also 

purchased new banners and signs for all our areas. 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last year, Bearsden in Bloom has come into being with our help and has commenced 

regular litter picks in the town. School liaison has been at a low level due to the pandemic but 

some advice has been given to local primary schools. As we approach COP 26 in Glasgow in 

November, awareness of environmental concerns has been increasing. MIB has decided to use 

peat free compost whenever possible and use of chemicals is minimal. The dry weather this 

year has highlighted the need to adapt to changing weather patterns and the new bowser has 

been in frequent use.  

 

 

 

 

 



The last year has emphasized the importance of the local area in our lives as travel elsewhere 

has often not been possible. This has meant that the work of MIB has been all the more 

appreciated by local people and visitors. New volunteers have joined our activities especially 

Clean Sweep, and the benefits to physical and mental health of volunteering are widely 

recognised.  

 

 

We hope that next year we will be able to resume indoor social gatherings but Melts Desserts 

provided free ice cream to our volunteers in Volunteers Week in June. 

 



Our finances are healthy because we have grown more plants from seed again and of course 

there have been no social activities.  Our Calendar 2021 sold out in spite of limited sales 

opportunities and we have 500 copies of the Calendar 2022 ready to go on sale now. 

 

 

We continue to be valued by residents and traders during this difficult time. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 


