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Carts, wains and waggons
Road improvements, paid for by the collection of tolls, allowed 
wheeled vehicles to transport heavier loads a greater distance. 
Manure and lime could be taken to the fields of newly created farms 
and at harvest time grain could be transported to the local corn mill 
at Powmill and hay or straw brought to the farm stackyard. Stone 
was also extracted from local quarries for the building of houses, 
loomshops and farm buildings. The two-wheeled cart and wain 
drawn by a horse became the every-day vehicles of choice with 
larger four-wheeled waggons being used on larger estates. John 
Constable’s famous painting of a ‘Hay Wain’ in England provides 
us with an illustration of a four-wheeled open sided vehicle for 
carrying hay and straw.
5. Detail from John Constable’s ‘The Hay Wain’ (1821) on display in the National Gallery, London.
6. Preparing the soil with manure spread from a two-wheeled cart c.1910.

Just for fun
There were several annual events at which farm 
carts provided fun and a sense of occasion during 
the summer months. A presence at the Kinross-shire 
Agricultural Society’s show offered an opportunity to 
see well-groomed horses with decorated harnesses 
pulling immaculate carts and in the Parish of Portmoak 
farmers would decorate horse-drawn carts for a fun 
day out with children and families taking part in the 
annual Sunday School Picnic.

In his poem Kinnesswood Market, the ploughman 
poet James Beath of Glenvale described the various 

The cart and wheelwright’s shop
The new style of wheeled, horse-drawn farm carts to 
be seen about the parish from the 18th century were 
nearly all made locally. Anyone wanting a cart made or 
repaired would head for the cart and wheelwright’s shop 
run by the Law family in Wester Balgedie. Henry, Robert 
and Matthew Law each in turn described themselves as 
‘joiners, cart and wheelwrights’ and if metal was needed 
for wheel rims or axles, the smithy run by the Reid family 
at Broadwells was close at hand.
7. Matthew Law’s cart and wheelwright shop in Wester Balgedie c.1920.

Pulling the load
The harness of a horse includes a padded horse collar used 
to distribute the load around the horse’s neck and shoulders 
when pulling a cart. The collar supports a pair of curved 
metal or wooden pieces called hames, to which the traces 
or straps of the harness are attached. The two-wheeled cart 
positioned here in 2020 has been adapted for more modern 
times to be pulled on hard metalled roads, not by a horse, 
but by a tractor or other motorised vehicle. Its wheels, which 
have tyres, are not made of wood.

Creels, pack ponies, Hurlies and slipes
Prior to the onset of agricultural improvement in the 18th 
century, people in farm-town settlements like Kinnesswood were 
reliant on living off the land. Roads, if they existed at all, were 
mostly in poor condition and where the ground was soft and 
peaty or steep and rugged, the easiest forms of transport for local 
produce, such as firewood and peat, were straw or willow creels 
carried on the back or on pack ponies and small carts or wheel 
barrows known as hurlies. These forms of transport carried 
lighter loads, while heavier goods, including turf for building 
houses, might be carried on a slipe, a type of sledge used as 
far back as the Bronze Age. Drawn by manpower or by oxen or 
horses, this was the precursor to the wheeled cart.
2. A barrow or hurlie used for transporting peat cut in Portmoak Moss to people’s homes.
3. A horse-drawn slipe or sledge used for carrying heavier loads in earlier times.

A landscape transformed
Encouraged by legislation passed by the Scottish Parliament 
in 1695, agricultural improvement eventually began to spread 
throughout the country, but here in Portmoak Parish the pace 
of change was slow. The reorganisation of an outdated medieval 
landscape, begun in the 1720s, was not completed until over a 
century later. The commonty or common lands on the Bishop 
Hill and by the lochside were mostly divided and the run-rig 
fields around Kinnesswood were reallocated and enclosed with 
drystone dykes to create much of the fieldscape we see today.  
A new type of house built not of turf but of stone changed the 
look of Kinnesswood, many of these houses later being enlarged 
to accommodate weavers’ handlooms. A good number of these 
buildings still survive in the heart of old Kinnesswood.
4. The Ordnance Survey first edition shows post-improvement Kinnesswood in the 1850s.

9. A Sunday School picnic cavalcade sets off from Portmoak Parish Church in the 
summer of 1910. The open-sided, two-wheeled carts taking part would normally have 
been used for carrying hay and straw during harvest time.

8. An empty two-wheeled manure cart is shown in profile, 
the farm-hand posing with pitchfork at the ready. His hat is 
nonchalantly placed on the horse collar.

He’s comin’ at the Kirk I think, 
The bairnies held their breath, 
For Robbie’s axle has a clink, 
Like nae’ther cart on earth; 
His harness glitterin’ in the sun, 
Frae the Nappix was descried, 
And Robbie wi’ his face o’ fun 
On his cart head did ride.

characters who came from far and wide to 
sell their wares at Kinnesswood’s annual fair. 
One of these – Robbie Salmond, a confectioner 
from Kirkcaldy – always attracted a crowd of 
children as he entered the village on his cart 
scattering sweeties to left and right:

“Like nae’ther cart on earth”
Imagine yourself standing here 300 years ago. How different 
would the Kinnesswood scene be? Just like the two-wheeled 
cart positioned here in 2020, the landscape before you has 
adapted many times in response to a changing environment, 
economy and people.

1. Detail from John Birrell’s 1796 Plan of 
Kinnesswood Eastside Lands showing run-rig 
strips between the foot of the Bishop Hill and 
the road from Kinnesswood to Scotlandwell.

The medieval landscape
Standing here in the early 1700s you would find yourself at the centre of a medieval 
field system designed to give everyone in Kinnesswood an equitable share of the land 
in a complex system of arable field organisation known as run-rig. To the north of the 
road from Kinross, unenclosed fields with names such as Damfolds, Backside and the 
Knapocks would have been worked communally but divided into rigs or strips owned 
by each ‘portioner’ or feu holder entitled to a share in the croft or corn lands around the 
farm-town. The arable land was divided between the ‘infield’, cropped annually, and the 
‘outfield’, cropped periodically, with oats, barley, wheat and peas being the main crops.
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