
WEST KILBRIDE ENVIRONMENTAL GROUP 

Most public green spaces in West Kilbride will probably have been planted by volunteers and currently all are 

certainly being maintained by them. 

The Environmental Group was started just after the Initiative was formed in 1998 and soon expanded their remit 

taking on 19 planted areas around the village including all of the station beds and planters; Catlinn and Old Man’s 

Rest; the Kings; the Barony; Boyd Orr; Cherry Orchard; Main Street planters; Library and Coop planters; Meadowfoot 

triangle; the Forget Me Not bench; Marsh garden and Brooch garden. They also developed and maintain the 

community orchard and wood in the Glen and a nature reserve in the quarry which is known as Garratt Gardens. And 

then there are the hanging baskets which have been so challenging since NAC stopped the watering service.  This 

year we have raised funding for our own towable bowser and hope to be back in business next year. 

At all times the amount of work being managed was dependent on the number of volunteers – and recently the 

model has expanded and changed as even more volunteers have taken on responsibility for other gardens.  

The Bowfield Group have raised funds to develop the War Memorial Gardens; the lawn beds at the station; the 

Yerton Brae planters; the Cubrieshaw Street triangle and they have helped with Happyhills and are now discussing 

some help for the Boyd Orr, the Marsh garden and possibly the Brooch Garden. 

The Gateside Group maintain the station planters (still in lockdown), the front wall and the station beds. They will 

also maintain the Cubrieshaw triangle. 

Very valued other individuals maintain the school roundabout planters, the church garden and the fence planters by 

the garage, whilst a newly retired landscape gardener has taken on a marathon amount of work.  He has planted 

and/or improved the Dalry triangle; the Forget me Not bench; the tractor feature with a little help; various Main 

Street planters; the Cherry orchard and we are luring him in to do a little more tlc in other neglected areas. 

All these people love and care for the green spaces of West Kilbride and they hope you enjoy them too.   

The most recent development for the Environmental Group has been improving the condition of the library lawn 

beds by adding soil and compost. These have been planted up and with the help of the valiant volunteer who waters 

them regularly we hope to have stunning display of dahlias very soon. 

COMING SOON 

Watch out for the Boyd Orr Garden improvements.  We have ordered a new pergola and benches which have been 

funded by NAC as part of the Town Centre Regeneration Funding from Scottish Government. We also hope to carry 

out some structural changes to make the garden even more attractive. 

We intend to purchase fruit processing equipment which we will offer out to the community in autumn. We have 

plans to use a fruit crusher and juice extractor system where you also may pasteurize the juice so it may be kept. 

We must offer a big thank you to NAC’s Streetscene who despite crushing reductions in budget still offer practical 

support and encouragement wherever possible. Our funders are also key supporters and we have been awarded 

grants by NAC,  the May Lockhart Trust and West Kilbride Community Trust. 
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