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Year Group(s) classes involved: Primary 7  

Project: How can we limit the use of single use plastic/ encourage re-cycling within our school?   

Daily, the news details the impact plastic has on the 

environment at a worldwide level however we want to 

make small changes, which will hopefully result in big 

impacts, by initially looking at our local 

environment. Therefore, we decided to focus on ways in 

which we could improve upon recycling and reduce the 

amount of single use plastic within our school 

community. Our aim is to see how much waste we 

produce as a school and measure how much of this 

waste is recyclable (although currently mixed with 

general waste). We will investigate, implement and 

evaluate ways to take action to improve recycling 

and reduce single use plastic around the school.   

We investigated the idea of a circular economy and had 

a visit from a member of the team at Diageo (local 

company) to discuss the changes they have made to 

become more sustainable and the ways in which they 

recycle products to produce energy. 

We made sure that everyone had a clear understanding 

of our local recycling system. We looked at packaging 

and the labels to check what items where suitable for 

recycling and any made note of items which weren't 

suitable for our local recycling. We carried out a litter 

audit in our school playground to assess how well the 

children recycled using the new general/mixed recycling 

bins within the playground.  

We have researched the impact of single use plastic and 

have created a list of alternative products/items we could 

encourage our school community to use which in turn will 

support us in limiting single use plastic in our school and 

encourage re-cycling.  

“As a class we are all really passionate about the effects of litter pollution on our environment and we are always keen to dis-

cuss and share our views and opinions when we watch new reports or documentaries linked to plastic waste a recycling. This 

project has opened our eyes to the fact that we need to encourage and educate our own friends and families to make small 

changes to their recycling habits and to look at ways in which they can reduce plastic waste. It’s when everyone works together 

to make small changes that we will then see big changes (even within our own school / community).” 

 

Pupils of Primary 7c  

 Research 

 Aims and objectives  Outcomes 

Based on the information we collated as a class from each of our audits, we were 

able to conclude that the pupils within our school need to be better educated on 

the correct use of the bins and ways in which they can identify recyclable materials 

from non recyclable. We now have in place litter monitors who help children 

identify the best place to dispose of their waste. Primary 7 are meeting with the 

Eco Committee to help drive forward the focus on the Sustainable Goals 11 &12 

based on the information they have gathered.  

 Sharing and next steps 

Due to the high number of food waste 

recorded in our bins during the audit we 

are currently looking into the possibility of 

having food waste bins within the 

playground.  

We hope to have each of our pupils acting 

through the 7R’s. In doing so we are going 

to reach out to parents with alternative 

suggestions to single use plastic for 

snacks/lunches and encourage waste free 

lunches.  
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