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Young Reporters | Beach Edition 

This year’s My Beach – Your Beach campaign is all about learning, appreciating and celebrating our local 

beaches. As part of this, we’re inviting young people to take part in a special beach edition of our Young 

Reporters programme:  

▪ Are you aged 11-25?  

▪ Do you consider yourself a local of one of the following beaches: Ayr, Troon, Irvine, Kinghorn, 

Portobello or Fisherrow Sands? 

▪ Do you want to develop your solutions-oriented reporting skills? 

▪ Are you keen to learn more, research and report on a topic relating to your local beach? 

▪ Do you want a chance to enter into the national and internationall Young Reporters for the 

Environment competition? 

If you answered yes to all these questions, then this activity is for you. To take part, simply pick a topic to 

investigate and report on using the guidance below and submit your entry to 

beaches@keepscotlandbeautiful.org  by Thursday, 10 Sep. 

All valid entries will be featured on our website as part of ‘My Beach, Your Beach’ for summer 2020. In 

addition, you can opt to enter your submission into next year’s national Young Reporters Scotland 

competition and the global Young Reporters for the Environment competition, which close in the Spring 

2021. 

Find out more about the Young Reporters programme, including entry specifications, support resources and 

submissions process here: www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/youngreporters/yourstory 

If you have any questions, please contact Georgina.Massouraki@keepscotlandbeautiful.org  

Young Reporters | Beach Edition | Topics 

We are looking for entries in the areas described on the next page We’ve included some prompts to help 

you pick your topic, but you are equally welcome to interpret these in any way you like. You can also visit 

your beach’s web page to find some more information and inspiration: 

Ayr | Troon | Irvine | Kinghorn Harbour | Portobello | Fisherrow Sands 

 

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/mybeachyourbeach
mailto:beaches@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/youngreporters/yourstory
mailto:Georgina.Massouraki@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/ayr-beach/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/troon-beach/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/irvine-beach/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/kinghorn-harbour-beach/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/portobello-beach/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/local-environmental-quality/my-beach-your-beach/fisherrow-sands/fisherrow-sands-quiz/
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Environment and Place 

The beach is a place, that people interact with in many different ways, directly and indirectly. What does 

your local beach mean to people? How do humans interact with the environment here -whether negatively 

or positively? What impact do their activities have? What are some of the opportunities and barriers for 

ensuring that the sand and sea are clean for everyone to enjoy?  

Wildlife and Landscape 

Looking beyond humans, the beach is part of the natural world, a living tapestry shaped by the forces of 

nature, like weather, geology, ecology and evolution. What do you see when you look at your beach 

through this lens? What habitats exist in the water and on the shore and what are the plants, animals and 

other life that live there? In what ways do they interact with their environment -and it with them? 

History and Heritage 

Your local beach has been there throughout the ages, witnessing different stages of human history and the 

stories that these tell. What can you uncover about the beach’s past and what lessons does it teach us 

about how the beach is used today? Please note that if you choose to focus on this area and would also 

like to submit your entry into the Young Reporter Scotland and Young Reporters for the Environment 

competitions, you will have to ensure that your report includes an environmental or sustainability angle.  

If you’d like to discuss your topic before getting started, please don’t hesitate to get in touch! 

 

National and international competitions  

If you want your entry to be submitted to the Young Reporters Scotland (YRS)  and Young Reporters for the 

Environment (YRE) competitions, make sure you read the guidance online and ensure that your report:  

- Relates to an environmental topic 

- Relates to one of the Sustainable Development Goals 

- Highlights a solution for any environmental challenges explored 

- Has been shared at least three places (eg online, social media, at school etc) 

 

Key dates 

17 Aug  Young Reporters Beach opens for submissions. 

10 Sep  Submission deadline. Send submissions to beaches@keepscotlandbeautiful.org   

The Young Reporters Scotland and Young Reporters for the Environment competitions open in early 

2021. 

 

mailto:beaches@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
http://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/youngreporters/yourstory
mailto:beaches@keepscotlandbeautiful.org
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/sustainable-development-education/young-reporters-scotland/previous-entries/previous-entries-written/

