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CUMBERNAULD’S BLOOMIN’ WILD
Cumbernauld Living Landscape

Cumbernauld Living Landscape is improving Cumbernauld’s greenspaces for both people and wildlife, while helping 
everyone in the community connect with the nature on their doorstep.
The initiative is a partnership between the Scottish Wildlife Trust, North Lanarkshire Council, Sanctuary Scotland, the 
James Hutton Institute and TCV, and is supported by the National Lottery Heritage Fund.

Cumbernauld is incredibly green— more than 50% of the land is greenspace, and we believe that everyone in 
Cumbernauld should benefit from this now and in the future. However, these areas are often disconnected from one 
another and many are not as good for people – or wildlife – as they should be. Without good quality, healthy places 
people and wildlife cannot flourish. Working closely with the local community, we need to ensure that healthy places 
are at the heart of the town’s future. 

This is the second entry with CLL acting as the umbrella organisation for the Beautiful Scotland entry after having a year 
break to develop the new Creating Natural Connections project.  Cumbernauld’s Bloomin’ Wild organisations, groups 
and schools include: 

Watch Us Grow Hope Community Garden Greenfaulds High School

Carbrain and Hillcrest Community Council St Maurice’s High school Seafar and Ravenswood Community Council

Carbrain Primary Cumbernauld YMCA Whitelees Primary 

Condorrat Primary St Margaret of Scotland Primary Cumbernauld Academy



CUMBERNAULD’S BLOOMIN’ WILD
Cumbernauld Living Landscape

Creating Natural Connections (CNC)
We are now 1 year into this programme that is creating positive change in our environment and communities.  Following a 
year of consultation with the people of Cumbernauld we gained funding through National Lottery Heritage Fund to deliver 4 
workstreams over 4 years. Each of these workstreams will contribute to 3 core objectives of:

• People helping people
• People helping nature
• Nature helping people

St Margaret of Scotland’s garden © Fiona McGrevey



CUMBERNAULD’S BLOOMIN’ WILD
Cumbernauld Living Landscape
The four workstreams at a glance

Improving habitats 
and access

To create the foundations of a 
resilient network of 

greenspaces

Connecting young 
people to nature
To nurture their skills and 

celebrate their achievements

Green health and 
wellbeing

To create  opportunities for 
people to benefit from nature

Unlocking 
Community Capacity
To develop a network of people 

and organisations who can 
deliver change

© Barrie Williams © Tracy Lambert © Paul Barclay © Ian McKenzie



CUMBERNAULD’S BLOOMIN’ WILD
Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Improving Habitats and Access
Habitats and access works 2019-2020

• 5625 trees planted
• 1431m2 path/boardwalk upgraded
• 81.8 Ha woodland brought into active management
• 46.02 Ha woodland improved by removing non-native trees
• 35.82 Ha woodland improved by thinning
• 0.5 Ha meadow created
• Invasive dog wood removed to encourage understory growth 

of native wildflower and tree species 
• Planting of hedgerows for biodiversity

Sites include: 
• Cumbernauld Glen wildlife reserve
• Glencryan Wood wildlife reserve
• Luggiebank Wood wildlife reserve
• Whitelees Meadow
• Broadwood Loch
• Netherwood Way – clearing back overgrown vegetations and 

path works
• St Maurice’s Pond – traditional meadow management, new 

boardwalk and path works

Removing dogwood in Cumbernauld Glen© Scottish Wildlife Trust

Wildflower meadow planting at Broadwood Loch © Paul Barclay
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Connecting young people to nature

Discovering nature
• Early connections – primary school workshops designed directly with the 

habitat and access works, for children to see what is going on in their 
town and local greenspace and have a say in how it is developed. For 
example the rain garden workshops encourages children to think about 
the native planting they want in their school ground and what wildlife it 
will bring. We also have a project that would have started this year (2020) 
to plant a meadow of unharvested oat and meadows of wildflowers with 
schools being actively involved this is now on hold until after the Covid19 
crisis is over.

The Wild About series include:
• Wild About – Rain Gardens, Peat bogs, Birds, Nectar Networks, 

Pollinators, Woodlands, Ponds, Wildlife, Habitats

• A parent and child’s group at Carbrain Primary School have helped to 
plant 115 native trees in an area fenced off for the school, this is a very 
difficult are to work in, due to it being an old play park, there is a lot of 
hard standing under the surface.  

• Working with YMCA and North Lanarkshire Council Education 
department we are trying to get a polytunnel which will allow the school 
and community to grow vegetables and plants for the local area.

Planting native trees in Carbrain Primary School © Tracy Lambert



CUMBERNAULD’S BLOOMIN’ WILD
Rain garden examples – Whitelees Primary School

A sample of the raingarden work from Whitelees primary school© Tracy Lambert
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Connecting young people to nature
Discovering nature
• Natural Connections – High school students connect through learning 

about their local reserves, helping to conserve them, and have fun in 
them responsibly while practicing Leave No Trace. Students have:

• Helped remove non-native trees from woodlands, 
• Make safe a small strip of woodlands for nursery school children by 

cutting back vegetation.
• Cleared litter from the Banter Bench area
• Learned how to have fun in the reserves while respecting them 
• Students will also gain the John Muir Award for Discover through 

their work in the community.

• Winter leavers – working with Culture and leisure NL a group of 12 
young people came out to help clearing overgrown vegetation in a 
walking route in Westfield, the young people cut back turf growing over 
the path transforming a 6 inch path to a 1.2m wide path and cleared 
hedging allowing free movement along the path.

• Local resident Iain said:
“Thanks you and the guys for opening that pathway up it has been 
difficult to get past and now that it is open I see more people using it 
and going for a walk in the park” Clearing the way at Westfield © Tracy Lambert

Cumbernauld Academy Discover Cumbernauld Glen © Tracy Lambert
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Natural Connections - High school helping the community.. 
And having fun in nature

Leave no trace at Ravenswood LNR © Tracy Lambert Well earned rest for the team© Tracy Lambert

Tidying up the school wood © Tracy LambertWell prepared for St Maurice’s Pond © Tracy Lambert A VERY Well earned rest for teacher © Tracy Lambert
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Green health and wellbeing
Wild Ways Well
The Wild Ways Well project demonstrates what most of us already know
instinctively. Spending time outdoors, amongst nature, makes people feel 
better
about themselves and their lives.

Wild Ways Well is structured around the Five Ways to Wellbeing, a 
framework for
promoting good mental health in use by organisations all over the world 
including
the NHS and the major UK mental health charities. The Five Ways to 
Wellbeing are a simple way of thinking about our mental health, they 
suggest five easy actions which we can all take to improve our happiness 
in our daily lives. We have taken the five ways and adapted them to an 
outdoor environment.

In the Cumbernauld Community we are connecting people to nature as a 
tool to manage their wellbeing, from sitting in a dark woodland enjoying 
a cuppa and hot plums over a fire to learning simple foraging skills and 
understanding the subtleties of nature helping us.

Foraging course in Cumbernauld Glen © Claire Bailey

Tea in the dark at Forest Wood © Tracy Lambert
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Green health and wellbeing

Clearing vegetation© Paul Barclay Creating a living willow hedge © Paul Barclay

Wild Ways Well

The WWW open groups have planted a living willow 
fence around the giant bug hotel at Ravenswood LNR, 
the group planned to renovate the classroom area and 
with native planting in the crescent opposite, however 
this has been put on hold until after CV19. Working in 
this area will give the group a feeling of ownership and 
achievement, both great for improving wellbeing.
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Unlocking Community Capacity
Nature Ninja volunteering
• Our mid week and weekend volunteering days are where the majority 

of working with the environment occur. The Ninja's have helped
• Removed 0.14ha of invasive dogwood and created dead hedge 

habitat in Cumbernauld Glen and Luggiebank wildlife reserves
• Mowed 0.13ha of wildflower meadow at Broadwood Loch
• Scythed 0.5ha of wildflower meadow at St Maurices Pond and 

Cumbernauld Glen 
• Removed over 2000 old tree guards from Glencryan wildlife 

reserve
• Placed 200 mulch mats for young hedging in Cumbernauld Glen 

wildlife reserve
• Regular litter picks at St Maurices Pond, Ravenswood LNR, 

Cumbernauld Glen and Seafar wildlife reserves 
• Removed 0.2ha of invasive beech from Cumbernauld Glen 

wildlife reserve
• Cleared non-native Sitka spruce at Glencryan wildlife reserve
• Planted over 1500 broadleaf trees to reinforce our woodlands at 

Glencryan wildlife reserve.
• Planted a willow tunnel at Condorrat Primary school for pupils to 

enjoy
• Removed shrubs from an area if 1.1ha from Ravenswood LNR 

and Abronhill St Margaret of Scotland’s Big garden clean up © Fiona McGrevey

Hay raking in Cumbernauld Glen © David Walsh

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hi Grant you can type here and I think that won’t cause any problems :D  Oh mulch matting too where was that added to ?
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Unlocking Community Capacity

Training
• While some volunteers have gained their first aid and Lantra 

Brushcutters certificate others have learned the old skill of 
scything meadows.  This traditional method have given an 
insight to the management of wildflower meadows and have 
demonstrated that there is much more to looking after and 
nurturing wildflower meadows in the town.  

Learning the importance of maintenance © Tracy Lambert Putting training into practice at St Maurice’s Pond © Tracy Lambert
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Cumbernauld Living Landscape
Unlocking Community Capacity

St Margaret of Scotland’s garden – After © Fiona McGrevey

Community working
• Two of our best achievements this year have been with helping 

local schools with their gardens with nearly 70 people coming 
out in quite dreech weather, we managed to:
• Clear paths, 
• Plant new flowers, 
• Cut back brambles and trees and 
• Create bug friendly habitat
• Add a willow tunnel thanks to the Nature Ninja’s
• Clear out raised beds and build new ones

There are plans to go back to support the school and communities 
and to continue building interest in connecting with nature 
through the school gardens.

You can see a video of St Margaret of Scotland's Big Garden Clean 
Up here on our YouTube Channel

St Margaret of Scotland’s garden – Before © Fiona McGrevey

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=w6eE-rruBRc
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