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“This is all wrong. I shouldn’t be up here. 

“I should be back in school on the other side of the ocean, yet you all 

come to us young people for hope. How dare you!

“You have stolen my dreams and my childhood with your empty words, 

yet I am one of the lucky ones. People are dying, entire ecosystems are 

collapsing.

“We are in the beginning of a mass extinction and all you can talk about 

is money and fairy tales of eternal economic growth. How dare you!”

Greta Thunberg, UN Climate Action Summit New York. 

23 September 2019

How did we get here? How does this relate to communities? First, some 
background…
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Many people think about polar bears as the poster boy/girl for climate change. This 
bear here has to swim further distances each year as ice retreats. Bears are starving. 
And drowning. 
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But climate change isn’t just about polar bears. These animals are huge, but it’s more 
than that. It’s about our whole planet. As Greta said, people are dying and whole eco-
systems are collapsing. 
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It’s us, people, that are causing our planet to warm by the vast amounts of 
greenhouse gases we’ve pumped, and continue to pump into our atmosphere. 
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The way we travel
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And the things we buy and waste 
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Credit: NASA's Scientific Visualization Studio.
Data provided by Robert B. Schmunk (NASA/GSFC GISS).

As levels of carbon dioxide and other greenhouse gases rise, more heat gets trapped 
by this ‘duvet’ of gasses in our atmosphere and our planet is warming.
This animation courtesy of Nasa provide a graphical representation. 
Indeed, the 20 World Meteological organisation report that warmest years on record 
have occurred in the past 22 years
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Why is it necessary and even vital to maintain 
the global temperature increase below 1.5°C 
versus higher levels? 

“Adaptation will be less difficult. Our world will suffer fewer 

negative impacts on intensity and frequency of extreme 

events, on resources, ecosystems, biodiversity, food 

security, cities, tourism and carbon removal”.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 

Source: https://www.ipcc.ch/sr15/chapter/chapter-3/

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change don’t mince their words when 

it comes to the importance of ensuring that temperatures don’t exceed an 

maximum rise of 1.5c. 
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And what does a heating world mean? It means rising sea levels as seawater and ice 
sheets melt
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In Edinburgh, sea level rise could be as much as 90cms if we don’t get a handle of 
carbon emissions…
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We’re surround almost entirely by sea in Scotland and have a massive coastline. So 
that rise in sea level matters.
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Some places are more vulnerable than others – the Western Isles, for example, where 
the land is still sinking as it wasn’t covered by ice in the last ice age.
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The heating of our world is also causing our climate to change. 

And scientists are clear that climate change also makes severe weather events more 
likely to happen. And severe weather events have impacts. 
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Dirty sewage filled water from severe rainfall events is not pleasant. 

15



And lots of our homes and businesses in Scotland are located by water.  
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2018 and 2019 were record breaking summers. 

Heatwaves like these are more likely to happen due to climate change. 

Heat related speed restrictions on trains can prove hugely disruptive, even for one 
day.
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You may have heard that California is again suffering forest fires. 

Increasing episodes of extreme heat and dry weather are two of the factors that 
make fires more likely. 
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And of course, drought. 
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And we can even get dry conditions and drought in Scotland. 

Believe it or not, we can collect and use just one percent of the water that falls from 
the sky.

20



The speed of this human caused warming and climate change is frightening. 

Here Okjokull glacier, Iceland in 1986.
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And here in 2019. The glacier is dead. 

People had a funeral for it. 

The European Alps could lose up to 90% of their glaciers with huge impacts, including 
water supply. 
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In Scotland we’re losing snowcover. 

Our semi-perennial snowpatches in places like Garb Coire Mor in the Cairngorms and 
the North face of Ben Nevis are disappearing more often. 
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Animals like our puffins are under threat as changes to sea temperatures impact their 
food sources.
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In summary, we’re experiencing climate change right now.

But this is the tip of the iceberg. We’re at an ever increasing risk at getting 

caught out. And that counts for animals, humans, infrastructure and eco-

systems. We have to get a handle of our carbon emissions.
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I think a lot of this is captured in an edit of An Drasta. An Drasta means right now. 

Filmed and edited by young people during the summer of 2019, An-Dràsta! examines 
how the climate emergency is affecting the Western Isles. 

An-Dràsta! was produced as part of the Community LED by Energy Champions 
project. This initiative is run by Urras Oighreachd Ghabhsainn and Urras Oighreachd
Chàrlabhaigh and funded by the Scottish Government’s Climate Challenge Fund, with 
additional support from Bòrd na Gàidhlig and Highlands & Islands Enterprise.

Find out more:

• Watch the film at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/andrasta
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You may have seen the Climate Strikes in the An Drasta film. 

Young people provided the impetus for these for their Fridays For Future strikes. Led 
by Greta and others.
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And I was really proud to work for an organisation that gave staff time to attend a 
Climate Strike or continue our daily work to help make Scotland clean, green and 
sustainable. Here’s staff stewarding at the Edinburgh Climate Strike. 

A lot of things I’ve talked about sound pretty scary and negative, but many of us who 
attended the Climate Strikes felt a real sense of positivity.
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Climate Emergency

Which brings us to the term ‘Climate Emergency’ 

April 2019: First Minister Nicola Sturgeon declared a climate emergency at 
SNP conference. The SNP leader told delegates in Edinburgh she was inspired after 
meeting young climate campaigners who had gone on strike from school.

Scotland has world leading climate policy. And on 25 September 2019,  Scotland’s 

news Climate Change Bill commited Scotland to a target of net-zero emissions 

of all greenhouse gases by 2045. The Scottish Government will also introduce 

a new target to reduce emissions by 75% by 2030.

Glasgow City Council and Stirling Council are just two of many that have 

declared Climate Emergencies.

2020: Glasgow to host United Nations Climate Change Summit (COP26)

So, lots going on in Scotland!
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Keep Scotland Beautiful has managed the 

Climate Challenge Fund on behalf of the Scottish 

Government since 2008.

Since its launch in 2008 total funding for the CCF 

exceeds £104 million. The Fund has supported in excess 

of 1,000 projects. 

But what’s going on at a community level? 

Lots through the Climate Challenge Fund! And other communities. 
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James from the Gate Church Carbon Saving Climate Challenge Fund project gives a 
good summary here. 

I think that Climate Challenge Fund projects are proving the importance of taking a 
community-led approach to tackling climate change.  Being embedded in their 
communities means that they can engage effectively at a local level and provide 
practical activities that people actual want.  This is one of the true strengths of 
community-led action on climate change. 

And there are Climate Challenge Fund projects like this across Scotland, that are 
tackling local carbon emissions and providing a host of other benefits.  This is positive 
stuff. 
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There are projects improving energy efficiency in buildings and building community 
cohesion as people come together locally 
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Projects are helping people to save energy in the home and tackle fuel poverty, 
creating happier, healthier homes
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Projects are helping people to swap their cars for more sustainable travel alternatives 
improving air quality. Active travel is improving fitness and mental health.

Waste

R:evolve Recycle, run by Lightburn Elderly Association Project (LEAP), Cambuslang 
and Rutherglen

Lightburn Elderly Association Project (LEAP) has been awarded CCF grants to run the 
R:evolve Recycle project in Cambuslang and Rutherglen. This intergenerational 
project has involved the older generation sharing skills to help the community repair, 
upcycle or swap clothes to reduce the amount of textiles landfilled. 

The project won the waste category at the CCF Awards in 2017 and 2018.

The project has developed ‘off the peg’ resources/training sessions which are 
available at a cost for those wishing to run a similar project.  One-to-one advice and a 
tailored package of support is also available at a cost from The project manager, 
Wendy Russell, who is also a CCF mentor.
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Find out more:  

• CCF website waste case studies - www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccfinaction 
• R:evolve Recycle website - http://www.revolve-recycle.co.uk/
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Projects are helping people to grow more local food and learn about food miles.
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Projects are helping people to learn how to cook locally produced food and leftovers. 
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Image credit: Paul Reid

And projects are helping to tackle food waste and food poverty through initiatives 
such as this community fridge

Community-owned buildings 

Gate Church Carbon Saving project, run by Gate Church International,  Dundee

Gate Church International has made a series of energy efficiency improvements to 
Gate Church in Dundee involving insulation, new windows and doors, plus LED 
lighting and innovative destratification fans. 

Further initiatives include a community fridge (pictured) to share unwanted food 
items and workshops where the community can learn more about carbon emissions 
and climate change.

Image credit: Paul Reid

Find out more:  
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• CCF website community-owned buildings case studies -
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccfinaction

• Gate Church Carbon Saving project website -
http://www.gatechurch.co.uk/aboutcarbonsavingsproject
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Projects are teaching the value of stuff and clothes through clothing exchange 
schemes.

Waste

R:evolve Recycle, run by Lightburn Elderly Association Project (LEAP), Cambuslang 
and Rutherglen

Lightburn Elderly Association Project (LEAP) has been awarded CCF grants to run the 
R:evolve Recycle project in Cambuslang and Rutherglen. This intergenerational 
project has involved the older generation sharing skills to help the community repair, 
upcycle or swap clothes to reduce the amount of textiles landfilled. 

The project won the waste category at the CCF Awards in 2017 and 2018.

The project has developed ‘off the peg’ resources/training sessions which are 
available at a cost for those wishing to run a similar project.  One-to-one advice and a 
tailored package of support is also available at a cost from The project manager, 
Wendy Russell, who is also a CCF mentor.
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Find out more:  

• CCF website waste case studies - www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccfinaction 
• R:evolve Recycle website - http://www.revolve-recycle.co.uk/
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And how to repair stuff rather than buying new. 
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This is all against a backdrop of increasing renewable energy, companies turning 
greener and a myriad of other environmental projects. 

For example, In addition to manging the Climate Challenge Fund on behalf of the 
Scottish Government, Keep Scotland Beautiful, provides change education in schools 
through Climate Ready Classrooms, is tackling litter from source to sea in the Clyde 
Valley through Upstream Battle and reducing single-use cup consumption through the 
Glasgow cup movement. 

And of course, there are projects like you have come here to represent today. 

I THINK ALL OF YOU HERE TODAY ARE HERE BECAUSE YOU WANT TO BUILD A BETTER 
WORLD THROUGH IMPROVING YOUR LOCAL ENVIRONMENT AND COMMUNITIES. 
You’re passionate, you’re hardworking, you’re selfless, you’re caring, you’re 
knowledgable. You’re embedded in your local areas. You know your local 
communities. And they know you. And you are carrying out many practical activities 
that benefit people and planet already. We need all of these positives and vision to 
tackle help tackle climate change.  
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As almost every action taken to tackle climate change has other benefits for people 
and planet it’s a win-win situation. And when combined with practical activities you 
are delivering already – from tree planting, to growing fruit and veg – including 
information as to why this matters from a climate change angle makes perfect sense.

Whether you know nothing about climate change or are already embedding it into 
daily decisions, I hope that we have a number of initiatives that can help you and 
your community make an even bigger difference.
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Help tackle the Climate 
Emergency

The Keep Scotland Beautiful 
website contains information 
on climate change and 
practical actions we can all 
take to help combat the 
Climate Emergency.

Find out more at
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/
climatechange

As a starter for ten, our website and Guide to Climate Change contains information 
on climate change and practical actions we can all take to help 
combat the Climate Emergency
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Get Carbon Literate 

Learn more about the 
science behind climate 
change and carbon 
emissions; how this links to 
your own life and positive 
action that you can take.

Find out more
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/
carbonliteracy

For those that want to learn more about the science behind climate 
change and carbon emissions; how this links to your own life and 
positive action that you can take, we are delighted to offer a variety of 
carbon literacy training. 
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Find your local CCF project 

We have an online map showing 
currently funded projects 

Find out more at
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/
ccfinaction

Why not find you local Climate Challenge Fund project and learn from each other? 
There’s a map on our CCF website. 
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Evening Community Gathering – Edinburgh, 6 November 
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccfevents

Why not network with the Climate Challenge Fund community and climate leaders 
from across Scotland at the Evening Community Climate Gathering in Edinburgh.

45



Apply for a Climate Challenge Fund Development Grant 

Development Grants are available in 2019/20 to help Scottish-
based community-led organisations to scope out a potential 
climate action project.

Find out more at
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf

Apply for a Climate Challenge Fund Development Grant. These 
grants are available in 2019/20 to help Scottish-based community-led 
organisations just like you to scope out a potential climate action 
project.

And I think that the exercise that my colleague Eve will be leading 
could be helpful in thinking about some first steps here.
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Register for the Climate Challenge Fund 
newsletter

The newsletter contains updates on 
funding and support available through 
the Scottish Government's Climate 
Challenge Fund, plus other sustainability 
and climate change news. 

Register at:
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf

We have a Climate Challenge Fund newsletter that outlines lots of opportunities. Sign 
up via the homepage of the CCF website. 
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I want to say thank you for all you are doing in you local areas. You’re achieving a lot 
already. For planet and people.
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Climate change has gone past the point where it can be tackled by just one sector of 
society. So, we all have to work together to build that better world that we all want to 
live in.

As communities embedded in your local areas you have a vital part to play in not only 
improving your environment, but engaging with people. 

I hope that we can support you and your community to make an even bigger 
difference when it comes to tackling and communicating climate change. Let’s get 
some of those positive messages out there.
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T: 01786 468245   E: tim.mullens@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

facebook.com/KSBScotland @KSBScotland

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climatechange

Keep Scotland Beautiful is a Scottish Charitable Incorporated Organisation (SCIO): Number SC030332. Copyright © Keep Scotland Beautiful 2018.  All rights reserved. 

Thank you 

50


