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At a time when areas impacted significantly by litter in Scotland are increasing, and 
general environmental quality is in decline, it is essential that everyone comes together 
to make the places we care for cleaner and greener.  

Poor local environmental quality has a negative impact on people, businesses and communities. 

But across Scotland people are stepping up and volunteering to tackle the growing problem of 
litter impacting our parks, streets, beaches and open spaces. 

Clean Up Scotland is Keep Scotland Beautiful’s national campaign to support people to take 
action to remove litter from the places they live in and care for, to build community pride, and to 
reward individuals for their actions. 

Every year, during April and May we run our Spring Clean – a focus for schools, businesses, local 
authorities and communities to get involved in cleaning up Scotland. Under the campaign of 
Spring Clean 19 we set out to make 2019 the biggest and best ever. 

Working with our principal supporters Scotmid Co-operative, Greggs and Helping Hand 
Environmental we exceeded all objectives, built on the success of past Spring Cleans and 
reached more communities and businesses across Scotland. 

We supported a higher number of schools to engage with litter cleaning activities. We saw an 
increase in participation in our most deprived communities. We engaged with a higher 
number of businesses than ever, thanks to the leadership shown by Scotmid. And, as a result, 
across the country, we saw an amazing 45,000 people get involved in a clean up.  

Together we significantly expanded our reach and impact right across Scotland – leaving a 
legacy of cleaner, greener communities.

“Spring Clean 19 was a massive success thanks to all our supporters. This year we‘ve been able to 
support and reward even more communities and individuals across the length and breadth of 
Scotland as they work to clean up the places that matter to them. We look forward to developing 
an ongoing partnership to ensure we make an even bigger difference next year.” 
 
Derek A. Robertson, Chief Executive, Keep Scotland Beautiful

Our goal for Spring Clean 19 was to build on the success of previous years by reaching more 
communities and businesses across Scotland. We set out five key objectives:

 Objectives

 Have a registered event in every local authority across Scotland.

 Increase the total number of events across Scotland by 10%. 

 Increase the total number of participants by 10%.

 Increase our business engagement by 10%.

 Maintain the successful school engagement from 2018.

check

check

check

check

check
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Difference calculated from 2018

Impact

65% 

65% increase in events

39% of clean ups in low 
(deciles 1-3) SIMD areas

�                 
28% increase in school 

clean ups

71% increase in business-
led clean up events

Over 700 events across 
all 32 local authorities

392 tonnes of 
litter collected 

30% 

30% increase in participants  

�    
90% increase in 

marine clean ups

45,000 people including
26,500 young people
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Launching the campaign
In February 2019 we announced Scotmid’s support of Clean Up 
Scotland and Spring Clean 19. 

As part of the launch we supported Scotmid to organise a local Clean Up 
with their Uddingston store. We invited our active community groups in 
the area: Uddingston Pride, Brighter Bothwell and Bonnie Blantyre and 
also local schools to maximise impact. Our Corporate Services Director and 
Scotmid’s West Regional Committee Members were also present. 

In March we kicked off Spring Clean 19 off at Dundee Law, with Environment 
Secretary Roseanna Cunningham MSP and special Dundonian guests 
including Dennis and Gnasher, local school pupils, Clean Up Scotland heroes 
and representatives from Scotmid.  

From 19 – 21 March we hosted an exhibition in the Members’ Lobby of the 
Scottish Parliament, raising the profile of Clean Up Scotland and its key asks 
with 50 MSPs, including Gillian Martin MSP, Convenor of the Environment, 
Climate Change and Land Reform Committee. 
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Active Travel Week  
20 to 26 April

In partnership with Sustrans Scotland, 
jogScotland and Paths for All, 400 jogging 

groups and 150 Health Walk Groups were 
encouraged to get involved in litter picking. 

A total of 78 clean ups with 2,404 
participants were registered that week.

Spring Clean 19 highlights 

Hubbub’s Plastic Fishing Punt 
6 to 10 May

During Source to Sea Week we took 85 
people ‘plastic fishing’ on a punt made of 

recycled plastic litter. They collected 52 large 
tubs, including almost 700 plastic bottles.

Source 2 Sea Week  
4 to 11 May

With support from Scottish Canals, 40 clean 
up events were held near canals, waterways 
and on beaches across Scotland with almost 
2,000 people involved.

Roadside Litter Week Of Action 
11 to 19 May 

We engaged individuals, communities and 
over 20 delivery partners to help raise 
awareness of the scale and impact of 
roadside litter, to campaign for responsible 
litter disposal when on the road and take 
direct action to clean up roadside litter from 
safe locations like walkways, laybys and car 
parks. With a total of 42 community 
campaign participations, 940 people took 
direct clean up action on roadside litter.
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Trends
Marine clean ups 

With the increased interest in marine litter and 
plastics due to the Blue Planet effect, we have noticed 
a continuing increase in marine clean ups. In 2018 we 
saw a rise of 22% and this year an amazing 90% 
increase. We know 80% of marine litter comes from 
land, so it is important that we tackle this problem 
from source to sea, focusing our efforts on rivers, 
streams and canals as well as beaches to tackle 
marine litter.

Business clean ups 

A key priority for Spring Clean 19 was to boost the 
number of businesses of all types taking part in clean 
ups. With the support provided by Scotmid we were 
able to engage over 82 businesses, ranging from 
high street banks to IT companies to electricity 
providers. 

Working Across 
 All Ages Award 

   Eco Warriors

Next Generation 
Hero Award

Marc O’Neil

30 Days of Spring 
Clean Award

Ewen Cameron

Transformational 
Award

Friends of Calder

Scotmid Clean Up 
Hero

David Patterson 

Spring Clean 19 Heroes
Celebrating the success of Clean Up Scotland volunteers is a key part of our campaign. 
This year, with support from Scotmid, we extended the regular monthly hero to 
recognise five Spring Clean 19 heroes who took action and supported our activity.  

We put a call out for hero nominations at the end of April and encouraged supporters to put forward 
friends or groups who they thought deserved the award. Each hero was presented with a £200 gift voucher 
to be redeemed for litter picking equipment to support future clean up activity. 
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In summary 
We would like to thank all the volunteers and supporters who took part in Spring 
Clean 19 this year, without whom our Spring Clean would not have been a 
success. All your contributions are helping us achieve our vision of a clean, green 
and sustainable Scotland.

The continuing increase in organised events and participants shows that the litter 
problem remains of paramount importance to communities, businesses and public 
bodies in Scotland and that we need to continue to support those who try to tackle it. 

We hope to partner with more businesses throughout 2019 and 2020 to help make Spring 
Clean 2020 an even greater success in our 20th year. We will also reach out to all local 
authorities and ask that they promote and engage with our campaign next year. 

If you’d like to get involved and support the Clean Up Scotland campaign have a look at 
our Clean Up Scotland map for events near you. Alternatively, use our toolkit to find out 
how to organise your own clean up. “
““Our team from Barclays joined Keep Scotland Beautiful and Scottish Canals for a clean up 

along the canals. It was motivating to join other businesses and volunteers from the wider 
community and we enjoyed seeing everyone collaborate and work together for something 
we are passionate about. We greatly appreciate the opportunity, and would like to thank 
everyone who helped arrange it!” 
 
Lewis Caldwell, Barclays Bank. “““Scotmid are proud to have supported Keep Scotland Beautiful’s Clean Up Scotland 
campaign – the initiative matched our core values and principles as a responsible 
community retailer.

“As a co-operative, our main purpose is to serve communities and improve people’s 
everyday lives and, by reducing the amount of litter, we can take a positive step towards 
achieving those goals.

“Scotmid will continue to be committed to helping achieve a cleaner and more beautiful 
Scotland and we were proud of the impact our partnership made in the communities we 
serve.” 
 
John Brodie, Scotmid Chief Executive.



Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that provides 
advice and support to help create and maintain 
cleaner, safer and healthier local environments  
where people and communities can thrive. It’s  
part of our work to make Scotland clean, green and 
sustainable.

We support the Sustainable Development Goals. 
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