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Premier Award: the Rosebowl
North Berwick in Bloom
East Lothian 

This is the fifth time North Berwick in Bloom (NBiB) has won the Rosebowl. They have also won several UK 
Britain in Bloom Gold medals, including in the Champion of Champions category – an exemplar group!

North Berwick is exceedingly fortunate to have its bloom group. NBiB works on so many levels to keep the 
town looking good. From the more overt projects such as planters and hanging baskets, to assisting East 
Lothian Council in the local parks, working with council rangers and the Scottish Seabird Centre, holding 
wild flower walks and working with local school children with the pallet gardens. NBiB has consistently 
been at the top of its Beautiful Scotland game and this year certainly didn’t disappoint. 

2019 Results 
In 2019, our Beautiful Scotland initiative reaches its 53rd year. We are delighted, once again, to celebrate 
and reward the dedication and achievements of volunteers, businesses and local authorities who are 
working in partnerships across the country to create places that are good for our health, wealth and 
happiness through the three core pillars of horticultural achievement, environmental responsibility and 
community participation. 

Beautiful Scotland is one of our flagship initiatives which we manage in partnership with the Royal 
Horticultural Society (RHS). We provide the Scottish entrants to the UK Britain in Bloom finals, which are 
run by the RHS. The competition takes place between the regional and national winners in 16 areas across 
the UK. Each year, Beautiful Scotland winners are entered into the UK event for the following year.

Find out more about Beautiful Scotland here: www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/beautifulscotland

CHARITY

In partnership with
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Wee Village

Best Wee Village 
New Luce Gardening Group
Dumfries & Galloway

This peaceful Galloway village, rich in history, has a riot of 
colour on doorsteps, edibles on corners and a playpark the 
envy of any community. A few horticultural highlights are the 
swathes of montbretia amid old horse drawn ploughs, the 
Victorian seed drill subtly filled with ivies and calendulas, and 
the old iron bath with numerous trailing plants.

Beautiful Kilconquhar
Fife

The group is proud of past achievements and could not 
maintain the herb tubs, floral planting and wildflower meadow 
with its fruit trees without the help and support of all. The 
loch-side Quiet Garden provides a place of quiet reflection and 
is a useful position for bird watchers. The group is working with 
a number of organisations in the village, notably the Wildlife 
Trust, to maintain the marsh.

Category Awards
Gold 

Medal
Silver Gilt 

Medal
Silver 
Medal

Bronze
 Medal

Small Village

Best Small Village
Brighten up Kirkconnel
Dumfries & Galloway

Kirkconnel is a joy to visit and this group has addressed the 
issue of sustainability by incorporating a wide spectrum 
of colours and types of plants. The overall impression is of 
a village community that works with all, addressing issues 
relating to its mining and agricultural heritage, working 
with youth groups on biodiversity projects and encouraging 
everyone to keep the village clean and tidy by holding regular 
litter picks.

Kinnesswood in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Kinnesswood in Bloom has been going for 14 years and is 
a group of mixed ages. Its main aim is to make the village 
a clean and nice place for everyone. The group meets on 
a regular basis and has very good support from the local 
community, both financial and working with the main group 
to look after the village. It also has a very good relationship 
with the local primary – a few group members go into the 
school during term-time and work with the children.

Muthill in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Muthill in Bloom was formed in 1993 by a small group of 
enthusiastic volunteers and now, more than a quarter of a 
century later, their vision continues to thrive. The aim of the 
group to “improve the appearance of the village” has helped 
create an environmentally friendly place to stay and visit, and 
a desirable place to live and work. The group has progressed 
from back garden displays to the creation of eye-catching 
floral displays, never afraid to try something different or use 
a “crazy” colour scheme. Throughout the summer months, 
colourful village displays are maintained and watered by a very 
dedicated team, ensuring everything is in tip top condition.
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Lauder in Bloom
Scottish Borders
The group began by adopting the handful of neglected 
planters and existing council beds in the centre of town. It 
expanded outwards, adopting various unloved areas, regularly 
working with other community groups as well as holding 
various community events and workdays throughout the year. 
Lauder in Bloom is a small core group of ‘have-a-go-gardeners’ 
who work hard throughout the year to make their home town 
greener, cleaner and more floral.

Melrose in Bloom
Scottish Borders
The group’s principal aim is to keep the town looking beautiful 
throughout the year, with floral displays for locals and tourists 
alike. A large group of volunteers plant, weed, clean and water, 
the latter using “Rosie”, the group’s much-admired watering 
vehicle. This year the group helped the Beavers with their 
gardening badge and encouraged a local toddlers’ nursery to 
plant and look after planters.

Plains Community Futures
North Lanarkshire
This group strives to make Plains a more pleasant place to 
live and visit. It aims to bring people together to maintain and 
enhance the village through projects including wooden flower 
tubs throughout the main street, a newly created woodland 
park with a bespoke climbing boulder and a new community 
garden. The group also carries out regular litter picks and 
welcomes new volunteers, young and old.

Sandbank Community Council
Argyll & Bute
This new entrant works hard to keep the village looking it’s 
best, with help from other volunteers. Work includes taking 
care of planters situated around the village and looking after 
a small nature reserve and a seating area in the centre of the 
village. 

Large Village

Best Large Village
Coupar Angus Pride of Place
Perth & Kinross

Pride of Place was founded in 2006 to enhance the environment 
and raise the self-esteem of the town. Floral displays are the 
most obvious activity, but the group works in public areas with 
the local community and especially the school. The group aims 
to advance environmental education through sustainable 
environmental projects within the community, such as its 
pollinators bed and recent work along the burn running 
through the town. It also works closely with the local authority.

Dunkeld & Birnam in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
The group works to improve and enhance the local 
environment with use of sustainable, wildlife friendly planting, 
recycling and seasonal displays. It encourages local children 
and visitors to respect, understand and love the countryside. 
To achieve this, it carries out occasional litter picks, involving 
youth groups or the school. It also plants and maintains 
established areas and tubs, interacting with other groups and 
businesses to promote civic pride.

Flourishing Forth
South Lanarkshire
The group works alongside local groups, local authorities, 
volunteers and various other groups in and around Forth, 
creating a great sense of belonging and community. The ‘Eco-
Site’, which is situated at Hailstone Green Park, has community 
organic growing beds and three polytunnels. The site 
generates its own power through solar panels and harvests its 
own rainwater. The group primarily uses the site for organic 
vegetable growing, flowers for the street displays and to hold 
group workshops. 

Glenfarg & Duncrieve in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
From its beginning in 2005, there has been great emphasis 
on youth involvement through creation of school gardens and 
Duke of Edinburgh Award candidates. The group has created 
several horticultural displays, many linked to the history of 
Glenfarg. The volunteers also maintain the central feature, the 
Glenfarg Green, with its collection of over 100 different species 
of tree, and a village pond.



8 9www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

Keep Scotland Beautiful Beautiful Scotland Results Brochure 2019

Coastal Village 

Best Coastal Village
Inspiring Innellan
Argyll & Bute

Inspiring Innellan aims to continue tidying the village and 
to create areas of colour and interest for all ages to enjoy. 
Running regular events such as work parties, quizzes and 
coffee mornings helps to gel the community and encourages a 
sense of pride in the village, highlighting the amazing natural 
and social heritage benefits to all ages and visitors alike. 
Innellan is a great place in which to live and the group wants 
everyone to be aware of that!

Coastal Town 

Best Coastal Town
North Berwick in Bloom
East Lothian

An enthusiastic team of volunteers work all year round on 
various projects around the town. The group wants to ensure 
that not only is the local environment improved by a wide 
range of imaginative planting, but that awareness is raised on 
issues such as recycling, sustainability and littering. Over the 
years the group has developed a great working relationship 
with East Lothian Council and also developed links with a wide 
cross section of local groups, residents, schools and businesses.

Bute in Bloom
Argyll and Bute
Bute in Bloom is a hard-working group that aims to improve 
the overall environment of Rothesay. The group works closely 
with Argyll & Bute Council and Caledonian McBrayne to 
improve the sea front gardens and surrounding infrastructure 
around the ferry terminal and beyond. Other groups include 
Bute Bite who have instigated community growing spaces 
which educate local residents and special needs groups in 
vegetable growing. In addition to its superb location, Rothesay 
has many fine attributes, with the Winter Gardens, Ardencraig 
Garden and the school garden being exemplars.

Dunbar in Bloom
East Lothian
The group works with its coastal landscape and local heritage 
features around the town. The Ridge Backlands Garden, 
Belhaven Community Garden and the Battery complement 
the town’s beautiful parks, the John Muir Way, carpet 
bedding display and the tubs and planters in the High Street. 
Sustainable planting is used in projects and any future 
designs. Intergenerational working within the town can be 
seen at the Dementia Carers group.

Small Town

Best Small Town 
Brighter Bothwell
South Lanarkshire

Brighter Bothwell is a team effort and, from its outset, has 
sought to involve local people, businesses, schools, churches, 
other community groups, local authority staff and others 
who share its aspirations. The group organises litter picks, 
provides colourful floral displays, plants bulbs, weeds, prunes 
and plants. It encourages dog owners to pick up poo and 
raises awareness of cigarette litter. The group also encourages 
schools to include planting and biodiversity when working on 
their Eco-Schools award.

Meldrum Amenities Improvement Group
Aberdeenshire
This new entrant group was established 18 years ago and aims 
to co-ordinate, facilitate, introduce and raise funds for additional 
amenities in the town of Oldmeldrum. This involves an extensive 
floral display throughout the summer months and, to a lesser 
extent, during autumn, winter and spring. During the festive 
season the group also displays Christmas illuminations. 

Milngavie in Bloom
East Dunbartonshire
Milngavie in Bloom has just celebrated 10 successful years. The 
group began at the station and then tackled the pedestrian 
precinct. It adopted the Antonine Garden that was relocated 
from the Glasgow Garden Festival and supports a small 
group which tends the flower beds at the Town Hall and Lillie 
Art Gallery. For the past five years, assisted by Bearsden and 
Milngavie Ramblers, the group has replanted the start of the 
West Highland Way. 
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Medium Town

Best Medium Town
Forres in Bloom
Moray

‘We Love Where We Live’ is the motto of Forres in Bloom (FIB), 
a group which has been in existence since 1990. Over the years 
the town has won gold medals in Britain in Bloom, Champion 
of Champions and Beautiful Scotland. In 2013, the local council 
reduced support to local groups, and FIB has maintained its 
high standards by working with local partners and young 
people to enhance the quality of life and create better and 
sustainable environments in the historic Royal Burgh. This year 
the group was honoured with the Queen’s Award for Voluntary 
Service, the highest accolade a voluntary group can receive in 
the UK.

Blairgowrie & Rattray in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Now in its 41st year, ‘Blair in Bloom’ was the first bloom group 
in Perth & Kinross. A hard-working committee and team 
of volunteers has ensured many successes over the years. 
The group makes up and maintains 105 hanging baskets 
throughout the town, with costs covered by local business 
sponsorship.

Bonnie Blantyre
South Lanarkshire
This town is all about community and family involvement. 
A recognisable logo with a bee and a caption of celebrating 
all that is bonnie in Blantyre sums up how the community 
pulls together to get things done. Projects include a 
intergenerational sunflower growing competition, TACT 
Healthy Park and Friends of the Calder, a group working on a 
woodland gorge that will form part of a network of inter-linked 
green-spaces on the Clyde valley.

Eyemouth Community Council
Scottish Borders
Eyemouth Community Council’s Enhancement Group works 
with a variety of age groups, the youngest being three (the 
group teaches nursery children about the outdoors) and the 
oldest being 72. The group grows its own flowers for the town 
and works to bring all age groups together in a positive way. 
Making the town look better is only part of what the group 
does; it endeavours to make the community better and 
enhance the lives of the towns’ people.

Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group (IEI)
Aberdeenshire
IEI promotes horticulture for the benefit of the public by 
providing floral displays and landscapes in visible places. It 
also runs the annual Inverurie Best Garden competition. IEI 
has provided horticultural assistance to the ‘Beginning Garden 
Group’ of young Syrian Scots to help the residents of Urybank 
Sheltered Housing maintain their gardens, and is also involved 
in the development of environmental programmes such as the 
creation of the Ury Riverside Biodiversity Park.

Lanark in Bloom
South Lanarkshire
Lanark in Bloom has a positive focus on its community – from 
involving Corner Carers, a group of residents in Castlegate, 
to students from Clydesdale Community Initiatives as well as 
from Motherwell College, all sectors of the town’s community 
are involved. This year Lanark in Bloom and the volunteers 
at Castlebank Horticultural Centre were presented with the 
Queen’s Award for Voluntary Service, the highest accolade a 
voluntary group can receive in the UK.

The Blooming Belters – Tranent
East Lothian
A new entrant this year, the group was set up in 2017 and, at 
the presentation given to the judges, it was explained how 
A Place of No Importance – APONI – had turned into A Place 
of Great Importance – APOGI. Barrier and hanging baskets 
through the town have a good mix of plants, with thought 
given to colour schemes and impact. The red phone box 
planting was quirky and unique, and there is permanent and 
seasonal planting throughout.
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Large Town 

City

Best Large Town
The People’s Project – Dumfries
Dumfries & Galloway

The People’s Project is a local group rekindling the meaning 
of community, now in its twelfth year. It was instrumental 
in bringing success to Dumfries in the Beautiful Scotland 
competition and is delighted to be teaming up this year 
with Dumfries & Galloway Council. Working with the council, 
the community group aims to reach out further, helping 
to transform the entire town into a precious gem everyone 
can be proud of. This includes developing a rare tree 
planting scheme where school children come together with 
horticulturists from the council to assist with the planting of, 
and learning about, the importance of these special trees.

Best City
Aberdeen Communities Together
Aberdeen City

The horticulture evident in Aberdeen was considered 
outstanding by the judges. From the Winter Garden’s 
indoor collections, formal planting and herbaceous borders 
in the parks, to wetland features, community gardening 
and roadside verge beds designed by children, the variety 
on display was impressive, all beautifully presented and 
immaculately maintained. This is complemented by a strong 
overall environmental approach and impressive partnership 
working with communities and local groups to improve their 
greenspaces, and the provision of spaces dedicated to health 
and wellbeing. In an era where all local authorities are affected 
by budget cuts, high standards are not compromised and 
there is no doubt that both council and communities go the 
extra mile to make sure their city is a place to be proud of.

Bonnie Dundee
Dundee City
Bonnie Dundee is a partnership of community groups, Dundee 
City Council, businesses, organisations and individuals who 
collectively aim to make Dundee a cleaner, greener and brighter 
place. Dundee has a great sense of community and enthusiasm, 
with projects ranging from community allotments which provide 
a growing space for local residents, to promoting the health 
benefits of using the city’s fantastic parks and greenspaces. 
Enthusiastic volunteers are involved in a range of activities each 
year including tending planters, helping to maintain their local 
park, litter picks and improving biodiversity.

Residential Community 

Best Residential Community 
Powis Residents Group
Aberdeen City

This is a unique community where the environment, culture 
and outdoor shared space has been transformed. This has 
been achieved in a truly organic way, and a way which reflects 
the wishes and ideas of the whole community and where 
children are valued and involved as much as the adults. The 
approach is infectious and, bit by bit, the extent of the changes 
have expanded to encompass more of the area and to involve 
even the most reluctant of gardeners. The benefits to everyone 
are evident to see.

Ardler Environment Group
Dundee City
The group was formed after the regeneration of Ardler 17 years 
ago, to give the local environs a little life and colour. In the 
following years the group planted hundreds of daffodil bulbs 
and some rose bushes around the area, most of which are still 
going. In 2006, the first of the three gardens was designed 
and built in front of the Ardler Complex and in later years 
the group was awarded the Queens Voluntary Certificate for 
its work around Ardler. The group has recently increased its 
membership with adults and a weekly class from the local 
Primary School at St. Fergus.

Crichton Lang Court Residents Group
Perth & Kinross
The group was started in 2016, with an aim to bring some 
colour to its court yard. The group pulled together ideas of 
different kinds of plants and growing techniques. It carries out 
seed saving, teaching the young children about growing from 
seed and plant care, it upcycles wood for planters and tables, 
and helps people with different issues in life, getting them out 
into the court yard to help with depression.
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Intergenerational Working: 
all ages working together 

 
In 2019, we chose to link in with the growing popularity of intergenerational projects, working with the 
charity Generations Working Together and using this as the theme for groups taking part in Beautiful 
Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood.
Intergenerational working is something that connects two groups of ages (normally younger and older 
people together, at least 20 years apart) in a mutually purposeful way and as a result has both benefits for 
the participants and for the community. The projects are normally grassroots and can take place in any 
community setting. Most of the projects have volunteer involvement in some way, but the key is that they 
can be adapted to a community or group. 

Here are a few examples of what some of our groups did to celebrate the theme:

Bonnie Blantyre
Bonnie Blantyre held a sunflower growing competition.
Over 2,500 free sunflower growing kits were given out to 
all Blantyre primary schools, nurseries and care homes for 
the ‘Sunny Blantyre’ sunflower growing competition.

Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group (IEI)
In 2018, IEI formed a gardening group of Syrian teenagers 
from Inverurie Academy to provide support to the 
residents of Urybank Sheltered Home who are no longer 
able to maintain their garden. The teenagers named their 
group The Beginning Garden Group because ‘planting 
a seed or sapling is the beginning of life for that plant or 
tree’. The group has completed Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 
Awards and IEI provided testimony for volunteering based 
on their work at Urybank. 

The group works under the guidance of residents Jim Duff 
and Marjory Benjamin – keen gardeners who pass on their 
horticultural knowledge. As well as learning new skills, the 
teenagers are expanding their command of English with a 
new vocabulary in horticulture.

Kinnesswood in Bloom
Beautiful Scotland themes have been followed by the 
school over the last few years and related artwork and 
writing is produced and displayed at the Portmoak 
Festival, then in the bus shelter. This year, with the help 
of funding, the school took the idea a step further by 
involving the whole school in making an intergenerational 
film about the Parish of Portmoak. The film was launched 
in the festival week. More than two dozen people, 
including some members of local in bloom groups, were 
interviewed by primary 1 to 5 children. The older children 
planned the film and acted as film crew, directors and 
editors. The oldest person interviewed was 92.

Lauder in Bloom
Last autumn the group established a new ‘Lauder in 
Bloom Juniors & Seniors’ group. Attendees span three 
generations ranging from five to 79 years. The group 
meets roughly once a month at the local sheltered 
housing complex, doing gardening related crafts and 
creating gardening features for display around the 
town including sensory seaside-themed town centre 
planters. The seaside theme connected the generations 
as everyone has fond memories of trips to the beach. The 
planters included grasses sown by the group to represent 
the waves, strawberries and chocolate peppermint to 
represent ice cream flavours along with a curry plant for 
the curry sauce with chips!

Community orchard
Babcock International and South Lanarkshire Council 
supported Friends of the Calder to create a community 
orchard in Blantyre. People of all ages from across the 
community gathered on several work days to plant fruit 
trees and bushes, scatter wildflower seeds, plant saplings, 
weed and dig.

TACT Healthy Park – learning from a legend!
Regardless of age, if you visit the TACT Healthy Park and 
meet ‘Oor Mary’, she’ll help you learn more about growing. 
Young and old alike get given jobs and get stuck in! TACT 
Healthy Park volunteers have a long history of working 
with schools. This last year has seen them working with 
Kear Campus, a school for children with additional support 
needs. Mary has touched the heart of one of the young 
girls, who affectionately calls her ‘Auntie Mary’. Anyone 
who meets Mary loves her and she inspires people of all 
ages to get growing.



16 17www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

Keep Scotland Beautiful Beautiful Scotland Results Brochure 2019

Urban Community 

Best Urban Community 
Uddingston Pride
South Lanarkshire

Uddingston Pride was founded in 2000, with the aim of 
improving the appearance of the community of Uddingston 
by decorating its streets with attractive floral displays and by 
maintaining a tidy and litter-free environment. In addition, 
Uddingston Pride acts as a community focus group, in 
cooperation with local councils, to improve the experience 
of those who live in the community, giving them a sense of 
belonging and a pride in the area.

Brighter Bucksburn
Aberdeen City
The group aims to improve the local environment and 
provide additional green spaces for the enjoyment of the 
local population. Projects include hanging baskets, planters, 
bedding areas (including an alpine bed), herb garden and 
a small orchard. The group is enhancing woodland areas 
including a one-kilometre nature walk, and plants trees and 
bulbs in other green areas.

Cove in Bloom
Aberdeen City
Cove in Bloom’s ongoing programme of planting, maintenance 
and development of sites includes floral displays, tree planting 
and heritage areas, enhancing the visual appearance of the 
community spaces and making them useable for interesting 
walks, picnics and play. This promotes a sense of wellbeing 
for residents whilst also offsetting the carbon footprint of the 
community and providing additional habitats for wildlife. The 
group works with local schools and youth groups on projects 
including planting trees or bulbs, making bird boxes and 
creating bug habitats. Local children learn about ecology and 
gain an appreciation of how living things grow.

BID

Best BID 
BID St Andrews
Fife

BID St Andrews aims to improve the aesthetic and economical 
environment of St Andrews town centre for the benefit of local 
business, local community and all visitors to the town. Its Clean 
& Green Project supports St Andrews in Bloom and carries out 
a huge programme of works to ensure St Andrews remains 
beautiful all year round.

Falkirk Delivers
Falkirk
Since the BID’s inception in 2008, Falkirk Delivers has worked 
closely with partners and the local community to create 
positive images and promote local engagement. Falkirk 
Delivers develops projects and initiatives in the town centre, 
with the aim of reinforcing the cleanliness, attractiveness, 
safety, security and vitality of the town centre.
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Discretionary Awards

Community Horticulture Award
North Berwick in Bloom
East Lothian

NBiB maintains over one hundred planters with 
seasonal bedding throughout the year, along with 
ninety hanging baskets in summer in the town 
centre. Thirty permanent beds have been created 
which are all maintained by volunteers. NBiB also 
has responsibility for several distinct areas within 
the town park: an historic rock garden, fernery, 
stumpery, daffodil display with 33 varieties, a shade 
bed, a subtropical bed and a dry semi desert bed. 
NBiB organises a tulip festival, uses annual mixes 
for low cost, insect friendly displays in spaces 
around town, maintains a bed of biblical plants at a 
church and provides floral displays for the golf club.  
With council colleagues, NBiB designs a carpet 
bed each year – 2019’s is based on the Solheim Cup 
as the European team captain lives in the town. 
NBiB works very closely with East Lothian Council 
gardeners to mitigate the effect of financial 
cutbacks and helps the local gardening club, the 
day centre for elderly people and local schools with 
their gardening activities.     

Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society Award
Aberdeen City Council

In a time when all local authorities are affected by 
budget cuts and lack of resources, the quality of 
Aberdeen’s open spaces is not compromised, and 
the standard of horticulture displayed through the 
city is consistently high. Seaton Park’s formal garden 
with circular bedding schemes bordered by two 
long herbaceous borders are beautifully planted and 
maintained, and packed with colour and interest. 
Duthie Park’s double herbaceous border at the 
entrance to the park is spectacular, bursting with 
colour and it’s very unusual to see this scale and 
standard of planting in a public park these days. 
Following its restoration a few years ago, the rock 
garden is coming into its own, with an interesting 
selection of alpines. The David Welch Winter Gardens 
are undoubtedly the jewel in the crown of the park, 
with wonderful collections of plants for different 
climates, two national collections and all beautifully 
maintained with obvious pride and skill, all weed 
free, vibrant and healthy. The display corridor 
in the Winter Gardens has year-round displays 
including geranium and begonia, with cyclamen 
in the autumn and winter – the cycle of displays 
accommodating the spring and autumn shows of 
the Royal Horticultural Society of Aberdeen. Again, 
the council’s team shows great skill in the year-
round propagation, overwintering and growing on 
of thousands of plants to create wonderful displays. 
These parks and gardens are very well used by the 
public, with everyone obviously enjoying all that the 
city’s greenspaces have to offer.

Jim Murdie Trophy for Sustainability
Forres in Bloom
Moray

Forres in Bloom celebrated its 30th anniversary 
this year and was honoured with the Queen’s 
Award for Voluntary Service which recognises the 
sustainability of the group. Over the years, the 
group has faced adversity and, with the support 
of the community, has continued to thrive. Since 
2013 Moray Council has given the group the use of 
a rundown former depot which it has regenerated 
to create a professional standard nursery which 
allows it to grow all the plants required for displays 
throughout the town. The financial support from 
residents and businesses allows the group to 
demonstrate its motto of ‘we love where we live’. 

Wright Sustainability Award
Dundee City Council

Dundee City Council is leading on a number of 
innovative initiatives which demonstrate best 
practice in sustainability, with a particular focus 
on the ‘environmental responsibility’ theme. 
Measures to support sustainable transport in the 
city are evident, with a strong focus on cycling. 
New cycleways leading into the heart of the city 
provide a cycle friendly network and secure bike 
parking at the station, along with the Bike & Go 
scheme, all encourage residents to explore active 
travel options. Plans to extend this further with 
an e-bike hire scheme are also being considered. 
New electric car charging hubs have been installed 
in the city, again near the city’s stations. As well 
as using recycled materials in their construction, 
these are piloting solar panels on their roofs (with 
battery storage on site) which have the potential to 
generate enough power to charge cars for free. The 
natural restoration of the dunes at Broughty Ferry 
is a sympathetic solution to coastal erosion and 
already seems to be showing improvements in the 
stability of the dunes. Nearby, the management 
of the land alongside the railway has created a 
local nature reserve where wildflowers are being 
allowed to regenerate naturally and the area is 
now a haven for walkers and wildlife. Elsewhere, 
the sowing of annual wildflower panels around 
the city has not only enhanced visual appearance 
for residents and visitors, but has evidenced 
significant increases in pollinator numbers, as 
reported by local community volunteers.
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Haddington 700 Award 
Lanark in Bloom – Castlebank Park
South Lanarkshire 

Since 2012, Lanark Community Development Trust 
has been working to restore the jewel in Lanark’s 
crown – Castlebank Park. Formerly an iconic park 
in the Clyde Valley, the park fell into disrepair and 
the development trust, in partnership with many 
local organisations, has taken up the mantle to 
restore the park to its former glory and develop it 
for a sustainable future. Castlebank Park is now 
one of Scotland’s 71 Green Flag Award for parks 
and, as well as welcoming visitors all year round, 
plays host to large-scale community events such as 
FlowerFest and celebrations during Lanimer Week. 
Castlebank Horticultural Centre was completed 
in November 2018, and is now a rural hub for 
horticultural training, education and volunteering 
opportunities. On 28 June this year, HRH The 
Duke of Rothesay visited Castlebank Park and 
met with around 100 people involved in the park’s 
development including volunteers, young people, 
project funders and partners. Following the visit, 
The Prince’s charities gave a generous donation 
towards the ongoing development of the park, 
and the group is going to consult with the local 
community on the type of project or new feature 
they would like to see. The park is free to enter all 
year except for Lanimer Day, when the park is used 
by Lanark’s Lanimer Committee to host several 
games and activities.

Community Involvement Award
Inspiring Innellan
Argyll & Bute

The community of Innellan has risen to the 
Beautiful Scotland ‘challenge’ for the second year. 
Plants, planters and compost have been donated 
and the ‘Sponsor a Planter for £10’ campaign 
enthusiastically supported. Villagers have adopted 
planters for watering whilst others showed off their 
beautiful gardens at the Open Garden weekend. 
Council spending cuts have been counteracted 
by the input of several volunteers who have spent 
hours cutting and strimming grass verges. Close 
to 3,000 volunteering hours have been chalked up. 
Work parties have averaged 16 people every Sunday 
and volunteers also work individually on tasks such 
as fixing steps, clearing leaves, litter picking and 
even painting landscapes to sell for funds. Special 
family events have fostered good relations with 
younger community members. Sunday work parties 
have helped to integrate many newcomers into 
the area. Volunteer ages range from seven to 84. 
Following each work party, a lunch is organised 
by volunteers with food donated by villagers on a 
rota basis. A regular feature of the lunches is the 
appearance of several older/less mobile members of 
the community who come along on a social basis. 
Support for fund raising events such as quizzes and 
coffee mornings has been excellent, and volunteers 
helped with the annual Remembrance Day and 
Christmas Lights too. Donations in kind have been 
a feature, this year with Inspiring Innellan being 
offered everything from a box of chocolates to a 
caravan! A yard to work in, a shed, concrete slabs, 
tables, picnic benches, hand and petrol driven tools, 
boats and much, much more have all been donated 
by villagers. Innellan is definitely a community with 
a heart and at its heart is its community.

Garden for Life Biodiversity Award
Lauder in Bloom
Scottish Borders

Four years ago, Lauder in Bloom adopted three 
un-loved spaces next to the play park and football 
field and has gradually transformed them into 
‘Pollinators Patches @ The Park’. These beds have 
been primarily filled with pollinator-friendly plants 
and have something beneficial in bloom over a 
long season, from snowdrops to buddleia. Stems 
of herbaceous perennials are left over winter to 
provide valuable teasel seeds for the goldfinches 
and shelter for small animals. Many locals were 
interested in wildlife being attracted to these areas, 
in particular bees and butterflies, so the group 
acquired signs which highlight which types and 
colours of flowers are best for attracting different 
insects. It has also recently put up several other 
signs including a Friends of the Earth ‘Bee Spotter 
Guide’ encouraging locals to take part in the 
Great British Bee Count (run several times with 
the local Brownies) and has worked with Butterfly 
Conservation Scotland to create a butterfly ID sign 
showing the 12 most likely found species in the 
area and where locals can record their sightings. 
The local school gardening club helped the group 
to build a big bug hotel in the middle of one of the 
beds and it ran a workshop on basic pond-building, 
highlighting that even small inexpensive ponds 
can be beneficial to wildlife along with a log pile. 
Within these beds the group has also created ‘Bee 
Towers’ for solitary bees, with varying sizes of holes 
to accommodate different species of bee. The 
towers have an accompanying sign so that locals 
know what they are for, how they are used and 
what to look out for if there are any resident bees.

RHS Scotland Award for Overcoming Adversity
Veteran’s Garden
Dumfries and Galloway

Following the loss of its previous garden when 
the property was sold, the group of ex-service 
personnel were given access to the old nursery 
garden at the Crichton Estate in Dumfries in 2018. 
The community gardening project had already 
proved a successful way of reintroducing veterans, 
some with conditions such as PTSD, to society.  
Work on this project has both physical and mental 
health benefits. A monthly breakfast club and 
a drop-in centre are run, providing information 
and advice, with support from the NHS and the 
Crichton Trust. It is now a registered charity. The 
group has enjoyed considerable support from the 
local community, ranging from donations of tools 
and plants to specialist construction skills which 
helped make an old building habitable for indoor 
activities. It has already created an impressive 
number of raised beds which are now in full 
production. The group is also working on plans to 
replace the derelict B listed glasshouse. 
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Young People Award
Powis Residents Group
Aberdeen City

This is a unique community, where the 
environment, culture and outdoor shared space 
has been transformed. This has been achieved in 
a truly organic way, and a way which reflects the 
wishes and ideas of the whole community – where 
children are valued and involved as much as the 
adults. Young people are at the heart of everything 
in this residential community: they mow the grass, 
pick the crops and select what plants to grow 
as well as being involved in litter picks. They are 
welcomed into the permaculture forest allotment 
where they learn about ‘garden to plate’ in a very 
real way, and a way which engages their interest 
and learning. The many children in the community 
followed the judges throughout the tour, keen to 
chat and show things they had created or grown. 
Through the children it has been possible to 
engage with and involve ‘harder to reach’ adults, 
for example, some of the men and the women 
from different ethnic backgrounds. In return 
the children and young people enjoy safe and 
friendly spaces to play and to congregate. Young 
people learn in an informal way about horticulture, 
about wildlife and about biodiversity. So much 
enthusiasm has been generated that the school, St 
Machar Academy, is considering the development 
of a foundation apprenticeship in horticulture. 
Powis Residents are not only cultivating flowers 
and crops but also a healthy community where 
things are shared, people are respected and there 
is a responsible approach to the environment, both 
on a very local level and also in the broadest global 
sense. 

VisitScotland Award for Tourism
Milngavie in Bloom
East Dunbartonshire

It is well known internationally that Milngavie 
is the starting point of the West Highland Way, 
Scotland’s first long distance walking route 
that was officially opened by Lord Mansfield at 
Balmaha on 6 October 1980. Each year since, tens 
of thousands of walkers complete the entire length 
of 96 miles from Milngavie to Fort William or tackle 
a section of the route. Until recently, apart from 
the granite obelisk in the pedestrian precinct, 
there was little else to signify the importance of 
the West Highland Way to Milngavie or recognise 
the contribution of the late Tom Hunter, who first 
proposed the route. Inspired by the statue erected 
at Balmaha to the late Tom Weir, climber, author 
and broadcaster, Milngavie in Bloom decided 
to rectify this situation. As a result of some very 
generous donations, the group commissioned 
a statue in the profile of a striding walker. East 
Dunbartonshire Council cleared the raised bed 
located on one of the main roads into Milngavie 
and the group contacted local companies who 
kindly donated a membrane, laid gravel and 
boulders, constructed a concrete base, installed 
the statue and planted the bed with a variety of 
plants and a slate path to symbolise the typical 
landscape of the West Highland Way. The group 
has also commissioned a plaque to inform 
residents and walkers about the statue and held a 
ceremony to dedicate the statue to the memory of 
Tom Hunter. 

David Welch Memorial Award for Something 
Special
Flourishing Forth – Eco Site 
South Lanarkshire

One of the key strengths of the Flourishing Forth 
group is the eco site where community food 
growing is a primary function. Food is provided 
to food banks, veg boxes for older residents and 
there are 32 raised beds in productive use. A variety 
of fruits are produced in the orchard including 
peach, plum, nectarine and pear. Several local 
charitable groups use the site and the group’s 
polytunnel provides barrels and hanging baskets 
for the village displays. There is an emphasis 
on environmental responsibility: solar panels, 
compost bins and a large watering system have 
been installed. Work is undergoing to create a 
Forth Development Trust to build on the strong 
community support from residents of all ages and 
businesses. Marie McGurk, Agnes Gallacher and 
team are to be commended for their significant 
efforts to meet the criteria of the three pillars of 
Beautiful Scotland.

New Entrant Award
Meldrum Amenities Improvement Group
Aberdeenshire

Situated at a high elevation, growing conditions 
in Oldmeldrum can at times be challenging. 
This does not stop the Meldrum Amenities 
Improvement Group from making the town a 
better place to live. The group is responsible for 
approximately 300 planters, hanging baskets and 
other container plantings throughout the town. 
It operates out of a piece of ground gifted by the 
local golf club, which contains polytunnels and a 
very useful new large shed. By utilising the tunnels 
and devising propagation benches, the group is 
now able to brighten up the town at least four 
weeks earlier than a few years ago, which is greatly 
appreciated by local people. Despite the dreary 
weather conditions on judging day, all of the 
planters, containers and hanging baskets shone 
out.
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Keep Scotland Beautiful Award
Bonnie Blantyre
South Lanarkshire

Bonnie Blantyre burst onto the Beautiful Scotland scene in 2018 
and has gone from strength to strength over the past year, led by 
the wonderful Susan Lindner Kelly. There is an array of wonderful 
voluntary groups and resources in Blantyre including two It’s Your 
Neighbourhood groups, TACT Healthy Park and Friends of the Calder, 
as well as the community council, the community committee, Blantyre 
Telegraph, Blantyre Heritage Group and the Blantyre Project. Local 
businesses, community police, schools and the council are also key 
partners, with everyone working together to create beautiful spaces 
that benefit the environment and the community. A few examples: 
all schools and nurseries take part in the ‘Sunny Blantyre’ sunflower 
growing competition – over 2,500 sunflower kits were distributed 
to the children and the campaign’s success was evidenced on 
Bonnie Blantyre social media, with parents regularly sending in 
growing progress updates. Many young people who participated in 
the competition last year were so inspired that they have now set 
about growing vegetables and flowers of their own. Friends of the 
Calder is one of our most proactive anchor groups for our Upstream 
Battle campaign, surveying and litter picking, and running with 
our behaviour change training to develop their catchy ‘glass litter’ 
prevention campaign. The group was also awarded our Spring Clean 
Hero award which recognised the most significant change in their 
community. Along with TACT Healthy Park, Bonnie Blantyre set about 
making Blantyre look ‘blooming bonnie’, including planting up ‘pit 
bogies’, planters with a nod to the town’s mining past. These planters 
are taken care of by people in the community. There is a wildflower 
bed surrounding a memorial for those that lost their life in a pit 
disaster and Blantyre Old Parish Church and Bonnie Blantyre are 
working with the council to see if a better alternative to the current 
wildflowers can be found. 

“““I would like to say a huge congratulations to everyone involved 
in this year’s Beautiful Scotland initiative. You are all amazing, 
giving so much of your time and energy to connecting everyone 
in your community and to ensuring your towns, cities and 
villages are beautiful places. You are inspirational to anyone who 
is wanting to improve their area. With ever declining local 
environmental quality, it is more important than ever that local 
authorities, business and community groups pull together and 
that Keep Scotland Beautiful can support, reward and celebrate 
your achievements.”

Juliette Camburn, Community Projects Officer, Keep Scotland Beautiful

If you would like to find out more about how to get involved or how you can support our Beautiful 
Scotland initiative, please visit our web pages at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/beautifulscotland 
or call 01786 477171.
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