
Bothwell achieved GOLD—again! 
At the 2018 Beautiful Scotland Awards 

Ceremony in Haddington, Bothwell 

was awarded a Gold Medal and also 

the trophy for the best Small Town. In 

addition, a new discretionary award, 

the Haddington 700 Award, was given 

to Brighter Bothwell for Bothwell Hor-

ticultural Society. The description of 

the award is: ‘A new award for 2018, 

supported by East Lothian, presented 

to the entrant that has developed or 

restored a feature or initiative that 

celebrates local history or community 

traditions through horticulture’. 

George Anderson of the Beechgrove 

Garden holds the Haddington 700 

Award alongside Wendy Lund, the 

artist who designed and made the 

glass trophy. All of the awards can 

be seen in Bothwell Library. 

Brighter Bothwell would like to thank all our volunteers 

and those who support us, including our excellent South 

Lanarkshire Council team. Such success does not come 

easily and we could not have achieved it without your 

help. As always, we need the support of our whole com-

munity to keep Bothwell bright and maintain these high 

standards. If you would like to help us, please see the 

contact information later in this newsletter. 

  A big ‘thank you’ to everyone 

who helped with Bothwell’s 

Spring Clean on 23 March! 

Look  out for our 

Craft Bomb displays 

later this year. 



 Bothwell Remembered — November 2018 

Brighter Bothwell in partner-

ship with Bothwell Historical 

Society created a cascade of 

poppies at the Jubilee Garden, 

Hamilton Road, Bothwell, to 

commemorate the centenary 

of the ending of the First World 

War. Around 130 people from 

the local and wider area helped 

to knit and crochet around 

5,000 poppies for this project, which was a year in the planning and preparation. The giant wooden poppy held 

111 knitted poppies to remember the 111 men of Bothwell who died in that war. Their names were on display in 

the Garden. Children representing Bothwell’s two primary schools added the final poppies when Provost Ian 

McAllan of South Lanarkshire Council unveiled the display on Thursday 8 November 2018.  

They gave their tomorrow for our today. We will remember them. 

These three photographs are included by kind permission of Hamilton Advertiser. 

Bothwell Library hosted a related exhibition. It included pupils’ project work, a slide  show about the preparation 

and installation of the project, and the names of all those who helped to create the poppy display. We were very 

grateful for a range of support from South Lanarkshire Council, including for the floodlights at Jubilee Garden.  



The Eco Committee at 

Bothwell Primary 

School continues to 

work towards its 

‘Sustainable Develop-

ment Goal’ of ‘Life on 

Land’.  Over the years 

we have brightened 

our grounds, enjoyed 

learning opportunities in our outdoor spaces and created an environment 

where wildlife can flourish.  Parents helped prepare the ground so that we 

could plant daffodil bulbs last November.  Brighter Bothwell gave us bulbs 

to recycle after they removed them from last spring’s display on the Main 

Street.  We were delighted to see the bulbs beginning to bloom in March. 

We would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who helped us 

and ask for your continued support in maintaining our work and aim to 

keep Bothwell bright.  Remember ‘One planet, one choice, go Eco!’ 

News from our Schools 

Senior pupils from Uddingston Grammar helped young pupils from 

Bothwell Primary to tidy their vegetable bed in the Community Garden 

at the start of the session in August. Smiling faces despite the rain! 

Once again, Brighter Bothwell appreciated their support to help with 

bulb planting in the mangers at Bothwell Evangelical Church. Different 

age groups benefit from working together on such activities. 

Bothwell young people had starring roles at the Beautiful Scotland Seminar in Stirling last October.   

Presentations 

by P6 pupils of 

St Bride’s PS 

and a P7 pupil 

of Bothwell PS, 

now in S1 at 

Uddingston GS, 

were filmed in 

St Bride’s PS. 

The young people then appeared on the big screen in the Albert Halls, Stirling in front of an audience of around 

200 people. The P6 pupils from St Bride’s talked about their topical eco-themed projects, while Ellis described his 

‘Last Straw’ campaign. Last year’s newsletter alerted you to their initial ideas, which led to successful outcomes! 



Bothwell Community Garden 
Keeps On Growing 

Bothwell Scarecrow Festival will return in 2019! 

Join in the fun between 7 and 15 September. 

 

Thanks to lovely summer weather the Organic Growers had 

bumper crops, though the watering cans were seldom at rest!  

Bothwell Horticultural Society’s Master Gardener trophy was 

won by a member for the second year running – a great reward 

for producing beautiful vegetables.  
 

Thanks to Bothwell Art Club the dreary metal doors have been 

transformed with their beautiful paintings – we love them!   
 

Address — 30 Blantyre Road, Bothwell, G71 8PJ.  
 

Email — info@bothwellcommunitygarden.org.uk 

 
At the Community Garden, Bothwell Beekeepers launched their 

Bee Friendly Bothwell campaign, asking local residents to pro-

vide bees around Bothwell with Food-To-Go throughout the 

village.  
 

Did you know that bees are one of the top three food-producing ani-

mals in Western Europe? Those tiny creatures fill our supermarket 

shelves with the delicious fruit and vegetables that put colour on our 

plates every single day. But they’re in trouble throughout the world  

and need help.  Bothwell’s BB Company knows about this problem 

and has become a special friend of the bees.  Brighter Bothwell sup-

ports our bees and uses pollinator-friendly flowers, shrubs and bulbs in 

its planting around the village.   

You can help to Keep Bothwell Buzzing!  

Look for this sign when buying plants and 

seeds. 

Collect your free pack of nectar- and pollen-

rich flower seeds from April onwards in the 

Co-op and from Bothwell Community Garden.  Sow your seeds. 

Watch them grow and look out for honey bees, bumble bees and 

other pollinators visiting your flowers. 
Thank you from Bothwell Beekeepers and a big thank you from 

Bothwell’s bees. 

Meet Beekeepers and bees at Bothwell Community Garden Open Day on Saturday 18 May 

from 10am to 4pm. The Garden will also host Brighter Bothwell’s sale of bedding plants. 

mailto:info@bothwellcommunitygarden.org.uk


Brighter Bothwell’s ‘Green Gym’ Activities 
Brighter Bothwell volunteers have fun on Green Gym activities throughout the year and enjoy helping to keep 

Bothwell bright. We hope that you have been enjoying the results of bulb-planting activities in various places in 

Bothwell in the autumn, especially on the Main Street. Bulbs from the tubs are dried off over winter and recycled.  

Get in touch if you would like to  

volunteer with us for your  

DoE Award. 

Planting wild flowers, grown from  

seed in the Community Garden,  

on Bothwell  Nature Trail. 
 

We love to see generations working 

together, exchanging knowledge 

and skills as well as sharing experi-

ence. Chloe helped with weeding in 

July.  In October, she and her gran 

helped to plant spring bulbs and 

pansies in the tubs on Bothwell 

Main Street . 

Look out for posters advertising news 

of our activities. To be added to our 

mailing list, please send an email to  

brighterbothwell@talktalk.net or  

telephone 07801 348162. 

 

You can also follow us on 

‘Mr C’ — Super ‘Jannie’ and Pride of St Bride’s 

In his time at St Bride’s Primary, Maurice Collins has excelled 

in his commitment to the school and community. Working 

with all pupils from nursery to primary, he has been tireless in 

what he has done to create an attractive, biodiverse environ-

ment in which children and young people can learn and develop skills and knowledge to enhance their future lives.  

Maurice’s enthusiasm and caring approach are exceptional and he is respected and loved by all. Brighter Bothwell  

was delighted when Maurice received  a Certificate of Merit from the Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society.  

Thank you, Maurice, for all your work and for helping Bothwell gain Beautiful Scotland Gold Medals! 

      Clive Davies © 



Keeping Scotland Beautiful, Keeping Bothwell Bright 

You can help by supporting our campaigns. 

By the time you 

read this article, 

the litter that was found in February on verges and woodland paths 

on Castle Avenue will have been cleared during Brighter Bothwell’s 

Spring Clean. In Bothwell, we are lucky to have such an attractive 

environment to enjoy and we  ask everyone to help us to keep it 

litter-free.  Please take your litter home or put it in a bin. 

 

Message from  

Bobby Bothwell 

After you’ve bagged 

it please remember 

to BIN IT! 

Why?! 

There’s always something to smile about! 

Reporting instances of dog fouling 

You can do this online through South 

Lanarkshire Council’s website or by 

telephoning 0303 123 1015. 

Keep Scotland Beautiful 

chose Ellis McNeil as 

Hero of the Month last 

September, for excep-

tional efforts to improve 

Scotland’s environment.  

As well as a certificate, 

Ellis was given a high-viz 

vest, gloves and litter-

picking equipment by 

Helping Hand Environ-

mental. 

We awarded Bill Deans, of Castle Court, Honorary Membership of  

Brighter Bothwell. His stunning horticultural displays are always  

praised by Beautiful Scotland judges. Thank you, Bill. 

Visit Bothwell 

Library in June 

to see the magic 

of metamorpho-

sis. Caterpillars 

will turn into 

butterflies! 

We are working, with 

support from SLC and 

Bothwell Scarecrow Fes-

tival to brighten another 

area in Bothwell, at the 

corner of Fallside Road 

and Main Street. Follow 

the developments over 

the coming months and 

enjoy the results. 


