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A glittering, golden result for Inspiring Innellan 
The euphoria of that special 

September evening in Haddington 

when we realised we’d won gold 

for our first entry into Beautiful 

Scotland is still with us several 

months later.  
 

Winning a second gold award for the ‘best 

new entrant’ and finding that we were the 

first entrant to achieve gold at the first time 

of asking added to our thrilling evening. 

Now reality is setting in with 2019 – we 

want to do it all again! 

 

We are immensely proud of our awards and 

the special Innellan community effort they 

represent. 

A truly fantastic community spirit that has 

been evident from day one. 

 

Can we add to 2018’s great golden 

achievement and win gold for a second 

year running? Yes! We think we can! 

There’s lots to do but, with your help, 

we’re sure we can secure gold for a 

second year running!  

 

We have made a start with our Sunday 

work parties already. Enthusiastic 

volunteers have been clearing, lopping, 

chopping and more and so far over 500 

hours of work has been done.  

 

We’d love you to join us on a Sunday 

morning, anytime from 10 am to 1 pm! 
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Go to facebook.com/inspiringinnellan for our latest news 

It’s 2019 and we’re already off to a great start 
 

We have made a great 
start to the year, with 
several work parties 
involved burning rubbish, 
raking up leaves for leaf 
mould (bags and bags and 
bags of them!), planting 
bulbs, tidying pots, cutting 
back vegetation and, of 
course, munching through 
the lovely lunches donated 
by villagers and prepared 
by our wonderful catering 
team. Our youngest 
volunteer, aged 7, rates 
lunches as the best activity!!  
 

There’s lots of ways to get involved with Inspiring Innellan, whether helping in the kitchen or hands on 
outside, feel free to come along and join us on a Sunday morning, anytime from 10 am to 1 pm!  

We have held three events in recent months and there’s more to come. 

Event one – WW1 Remembrance  

The day before Remembrance Sunday the Cadets came 

back to talk to us about their trip to the Battlefields of 

France and Belgium.  

 

We had helped to raise some of the money needed for 

this trip and it was good to see that it had had a profound 

effect on the young people.  

 

Margaret Hubbard helped (again) with this event which 

included a sing-along, displays, a lovely supper and the 

very moving ceremony with the poppies floating down on 

to the Cadets during the two-minute silence. The 

donations received on the night went to a charity for ex-

servicemen locally.  

 
 

 
 



Event two – Christmas celebrations 

It was in December when the jolly, fat man himself made 
an appearance at our Christmas light switch on event 
which raised over £400 for local charity, Ollie’s Wee 
Bothy.  

We combined forces with the Village Hall Trustees for 
this event which saw about 80 people filling the hall and 
enjoying mulled wine and other goodies.  

In place of the usual large, real but throwaway Christmas 
tree we had three smaller rooted ones with two lovely 
reindeer (donated by villagers) around them.  

One tree has been planted in situ for next year, and for 
many years to come, whilst the other two have been 
transferred to large pots for future use.  

Our intrepid volunteers mounted Christmas lights around 
the outside of the hall which brought a sparkle to the 
village on the dull winter nights!  

Event three – January beach clean 

The beginning of January saw a gathering of over 40 men, 
women, children and dogs for our first beach clean of 2019.  
After the winter storms we had anticipated mountains of 
rubbish to be on the beach but were pleasantly surprised to 
find that this part of the shore line was comparatively clean.  
This could be due in part to the work of several local 
residents who scour the beach regularly for litter. Well done 
to all of them!  
 
Home-made soup and crusty bread made a good ending to 
the morning’s work.  

 

A golden ‘hello’ 
After receiving our Gold Award we had a surprise 
request from our local MP, Brendan O’Hara, who 
asked if he could meet up with us as he was amazed 
at how much we had done for the area!  
 
Along with Blairmore in Bloom and Envirokirn we 
have done a lot to put Cowal on the map and were 
collectively referred to as the Gold Coast at the 
Awards Ceremony. The Route 489 entry into It’s 
Your Neighbourhood highlighted the collective effort 
to promote Cowal and Brendan was delighted with 
this. He has offered to help in any way he can, so 
we’ll be approaching him for help with funding 
sources for projects this year.  
 

Great efforts all! 
Most of our volunteers help with Sunday work parties but we know others work away on their own 

projects such as clearing steps at the old Royal Hotel, planting up containers, clearing leaves and 

working around their own properties among other things. If you have been ‘doing your bit’, tell us 

what you have been up to so that we can thank you, all efforts will make an impact with the judges. 



Bruan lights shine on for Insiring Innellan 
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Every year for the past ten years there has been an absolutely fantastic display of Christmas lights in 

Innellan at a house called Bruan on Shore Road. They have become famous over the years and a lot 

of money has been raised for charity.  
 

This year Janet and Dianne, who organise the display, chose Inspiring Innellan to be the beneficiary 

of the fund raising. A staggering £1651 was raised and Inspiring Innellan’s steering group cannot 

thank the two ladies enough for the wonderful work they do. This was the greatest amount they have 

ever raised and the display was the best they have done too!  
 

February quiz night 
Join us for a quiz night Friday 15th February. 7pm for 7.30pm start. Teams of 4 

people, £12 per team. If you don't have a ready-made team it's £3 per person and 

you can join a team on the night. Bring your own snacks and drinks. 

 

Snowdrop coffee morning 
A Coffee Morning with snowdrops ‘in the green’ for sale is in the village Hall on Saturday 16th 

February, 11am-1pm. Soup, home baking, cards, bric a brac will also be for sale at this event.  
 

Next steps 
Everyone is welcome to come along to the public meeting on Friday 8th March, 7.15pm in the 

Village Hall. This is an opportunity to hear about the plans for the village and see if there is any way 

in which you can help. We are not short of ideas but could do with more help with specific projects. 

There are lots of ways to get involved, come along and chat on the night and see what’s right for you. 
 

Go to facebook.com/inspiringinnellan for our latest news 
 


