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Beautiful Scotland 2018

“East Lothian is very proud of its continued participation in Beautiful Scotland
and its resounding success so far. Our groups of volunteers, who are supported
by the council’s amenity teams, work tirelessly all year round, cultivating,
nurturing and planting displays within some of our towns and villages to provide
welcome splashes of colour appreciated by both local residents and visitors.

“We are very pleased to be hosting these celebrations and look forward to
welcoming Keep Scotland Beautiful, and all of the Beautiful Scotland 2018
entrants, to Haddington for the annual awards ceremony. We are grateful to
the kirk session at St Mary’s for allowing us to use their historic kirk during
Haddington’s 700th year of celebration.”
East Lothian Provost, John McMillan
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Beautiful Scotland, a flagship programme of Keep Scotland Beautiful, is a long-established community
environmental improvement campaign managed in partnership with the Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS). The programme supports groups across Scotland as they seek to improve and enhance their local
environment through the three pillars of horticultural achievement, environmental responsibility and
community participation.

In 2018, the campaign reaches its 52nd year. We are delighted, once again, to celebrate and reward the
dedication and achievements of volunteers, local authorities, staff and businesses across the country who
create places that are good for our health, wealth and happiness.
Beautiful Scotland provides the Scottish entrants to the UK Britain in Bloom finals, which is run by the
RHS. The competition takes place between the regional and national winners in 18 areas across the UK.
Each year, Beautiful Scotland winners are entered into the UK event for the following year.

In partnership with

CHARITY

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Premier Award: the Rosebowl
St Andrews in Bloom
Fife
St Andrews in Bloom states it is ‘one proud community with one shared goal – a clean, green and
stunning town.’ The group last won the Rosebowl in 2013, when it was shared between four groups, and
the group was a Britain in Bloom finalist in 2014.
In a town where tourism is a way of life and people from all over the world visit throughout the year, there
can be great pressure to keep the standard of planting, local environmental cleanliness and greenspace
at a high quality all year round – and St Andrews in Bloom doesn’t disappoint.
St Andrews in Bloom shows innovation in its planting choices which complement the local heritage,
while a long-term policy of investing in beautiful bespoke art metalwork planters over the years has
paid dividends. The secret of their success lies in a strong network of local partnerships, with mutual
support and co-operation at the heart. St Andrews in Bloom, the University, botanic garden, golf clubs,
local charities, community groups and local businesses all work together sharing space, workforce and
resources to great effect. Their shared goal is to make the town as clean and green as it can be, for locals
and visitors alike.

4

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

Beautiful Scotland Results Brochure 2018

Category Awards

Gold
Medal

Silver Gilt
Medal

Silver
Medal

Bronze
Medal

Wee Village
Best Wee Village
Beautiful Kilconquhar
Fife
Beautiful Kilconquhar could not maintain the herb tubs,
floral planting and wildflower meadow with its f ruit trees
without the help and support of all of the community. The
small, lochside Quiet Garden continues to provide a place of
quiet reflection and is popular with bird watchers. There is a
community bee hive, and Beautiful Kilconquhar continues to
work with several organisations in the village, most notably the
Wildlife Trust, to maintain the marsh area. There is no village
school and few resident children, but the group encourages
activities with visiting grandchildren at every opportunity.

Dalserf Village Garden Club
South Lanarkshire

A new entrant this year, Dalserf Village Garden Club has
flourished since its formation in August 2013. There is a
community garden with bountiful harvests of f resh organic
vegetables. The flowers, which are grown in a polytunnel and
displayed in the village, are admired by all who visit and attend
the local church, enhancing their experience and further
adding to the local environment.

New Luce Gardening Group
Dumfries & Galloway

New Luce Gardening Group entered Scotland in Bloom in the
1980s and 1990s, but since then, many of the public areas have
become run-down and some completely neglected. This first
time entrant certainly knows how to gather a small crowd to
welcome the judges on their visit. The progress the group has
made since it started in March is highly commendable.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Small Village
Best Small Village
Kinnesswood in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Kinnesswood in Bloom works tirelessly to cherish the locality
and the three pillars of Beautiful Scotland. The population
may be small but the range of ages who are engaged is vast.
There are numerous attractive and colourful floral displays
throughout the village and imaginative examples of writing,
art and craft work which reflect the close networking by the
school, local groups and Kinnesswood in Bloom.

Brighten up Kirkconnel
Dumfries & Galloway

Brighten up Kirkconnel continues to enhance the village
in every way possible, encouraging as many residents and
community groups to join in. The main project for 2018 has
been the Mavisbank Riverside walk, which has already had a
path upgrade carried out by the Heritage Society. Brighten up
Kirkconnel has worked on various biodiversity projects with the
village youth groups to encourage wildlife.

Large Village
Best Large Village
Brig in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Brig in Bloom has rallied to the challenge after the passing of
their past chair and friend, George Smith. The group’s efforts
to continue what ‘Mr Bloom’ had started would do him proud
as the village is vibrant with colour and activity. There’s more
than just a nod to the village’s agricultural background, with
young and old being passionate about promoting Brig’s
heritage.
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Abernethy in Bloom
Perth & Kinross
Abernethy in Bloom is a newcomer to Beautiful Scotland,
having only been formed three years ago, and the group
undertakes volunteering opportunities throughout the
village. It’s major achievement has been the design, build and
restoration of ‘Nurse Peattie’s Garden’. The group takes part in
Scotland’s Gardens Scheme and works alongside the Beavers
and Cubs.

Brighter Bervie
Aberdeenshire

Brighter Bervie was set up in 2013 to enhance the local coastal
environment. In 2015, the group started working on the
Voyage of Life initiative, transforming the neglected Mearns
Manse into a thriving community garden which provides an
unexpected haven of sustainable planting and encourages
community spirit. Brighter Bervie and residents are rightly
proud of their coastal heritage, with significant links to King
David II of Scotland in 1341 and links to the Cutty Sark.

Coupar Angus Pride of Place
Perth & Kinross

Coupar Angus Pride of Place works to improve the general
appearance of the town and park through floral displays and
litter picks. Working with the council, the local school and
local groups, it seeks to raise environmental awareness and
the general status of the village. A £2 million Heritage Lottery
Fund bid involving the Coupar Angus Regeneration Trust has
seen much regeneration in the village centre.

Crook and Drum Growing Together
Perth & Kinross

A new entrant this year, Crook and Drum Growing Together
was set up in 2016 and prides itself on moving away from
traditional ‘showy’ colour schemes, instead opting for more
sustainable planting and recycling of plants. Work with young
people includes a school competition to design a logo for the
group, and two teenage members volunteer with the group as
part of their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Flourishing Forth
South Lanarkshire

Flourishing Forth stands out in what it gives back to the
community; the visitor cannot help but be inspired by the
efforts of Billy Watt and the group. Being 1,000ft above sea
level brings its challenges, but the group brings together many
sections of the community to the benefit of the residents. One
of its key achievements is the community growing area, with
polytunnels and community food growing being a primary
function.

Lauder in Bloom
Scottish Borders

Lauder in Bloom prides itself on the village’s cleanliness and
community participation. Year-round involvement is apparent
and perennial planting is a key feature for the village. The
Scouts’ ‘Waste Warriors’ are a clean-up team that has received
recognition f rom the Scottish Parliament for their theme
Weapons of Mess Destruction!

Plains Community Futures
North Lanarkshire

Returning to Beautiful Scotland after a long break, Plains
Community Futures is passionate about improving the village.
The allotment area is different to many other sites, with
recycling being the key feature, as well as education on food
growing. Plains Community Futures has a positive relationship
with the council to tackle anti-social issues such as dog
fouling, littering and flytipping.

Seasons of Ceres
Fife

Seasons of Ceres is an enhancement group that preserves the
past and looks to the future of this attractive village. Taking
responsibility for unloved areas in the village, volunteers look
after borders and tubs and have progressed on to a topiary
horse called Luna. The horse was named by the primary school
pupils and has become a much-loved feature, decorated
seasonally by local children and volunteers.
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Coastal Village
Best Coastal Village
Blairmore Village Trust
Argyll & Bute
Blairmore Village Trust continues to bring its enthusiasm
and creativity to an impressive number of projects. There
is a clear sense of bringing the wider community together
and of looking after people. This is done through innovative
long-term strategic projects, weekly social sessions, and by
developing new initiatives to connect with, support and inspire
other communities in the area. Blairmore Village Trust’s caring
attitude is what really makes it stand out.

Envirokirn Action Group
Argyll & Bute

Envirokirn Action Group has become more and more involved
with neighbouring communities, participating in the Cowal
bus route initiative and joining with other community groups
for networking events. It’s great to see the involvement with
the local Men’s Shed initiative: a programme to recycle the
existing benches has started, with the first one completed and
looking better than new. In addition, new benches along the
seafront have been purchased with grant funding and marked
with Envirokirn plaques.

Inspiring Innellan
Argyll & Bute

This is Inspiring Innellan’s first year in the Beautiful Scotland
campaign, but it has already achieved great things with its
volunteers making a splash in their local area. Imaginative
use of planters, appropriate planting for a challenging
coastal setting and numerous public spaces have already
been improved. The group has a very creative focus which is
reflected in its recycling activities. For example, a local artist
has recycled some items into lovely lamps which will be sold to
raise money for local initiatives.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Coastal Town
Best Coastal Town
St Andrews in Bloom
Fife
St Andrews in Bloom aims to make the Royal Burgh a great
place to live and visit. The group works well with other local
organisations and strives to be environmentally f riendly. It
wishes to help St Andrews stay beautiful and to encourage
good stewardship of the town’s wonderful natural and
built environment, so that future generations of residents
and visitors will be able to enjoy being here as much as the
members of St Andrews in Bloom do.

Broughty Ferry in Bloom
Dundee City
Broughty Ferry in Bloom demonstrates good horticultural
achievement over a number of diverse projects: the dolphin
bed with its evergreen planting; sea shore planters showing
good use of wind and salt tolerant planting; the Scottish
Association for Mental Health (SAMH) garden; Barnhill shops
with perennial and herb planting; and the Holocaust Memorial
Garden with colourful annual planting celebrating the Grow
for Gold theme.

Bute in Bloom
Argyll and Bute
Bute in Bloom has worked to improve the rose beds, with eight
new beds providing a lovely new focus on colour and scent,
with complementary standard roses and planting. Slate signs
highlight plant names and inform the public that the rose
beds have been planted and are maintained by Bute in Bloom
and sponsored by For Bute.
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Colourful Carnoustie
Angus
This seaside town saw around 200,000 visitors for the 2018
Open. Colourful Carnoustie is at the heart of creating a
thoroughly warm welcome for all visitors to the town. A
staggering number of tubs and planters, new planting on
the cycleway and pockets of annual wildflowers all achieved a
sense of real enjoyment and pride of place by the group.

Dunbar in Bloom
East Lothian
Dunbar in Bloom has woven its activity around the wealth
of heritage features in Dunbar. New planting in the Battery,
and a hidden haven behind the High Street at The Ridge,
complement the town’s beautiful parks with perennial
planting, outstanding traditional carpet bedding and a range
of tubs and baskets around the town. All of this is bordered by
John Muir’s coastal landscape and heritage, making Dunbar a
wonderful experience for lovers of local and natural heritage
alike.

Monifieth Eco Force
Angus
Monifieth Eco Force is carrying out some great work to ensure
that the business premises in the town centre look good,
with a lovely coordinated colour scheme and plans to engage
more businesses with hanging baskets and/or planters. The
wildflower meadow is continuing to develop, and involving
the local school in planting this area is a great idea that could
undoubtedly be repeated in future years.

North Berwick in Bloom
East Lothian
Winners of last year’s Rosebowl, North Berwick in Bloom
continues to go f rom strength to strength. The town embraces
changing tourism and initiatives such as Fringe by the Sea,
Beach Wheelchairs, Lobster Conservation and Beach Huts
keep the town f resh and interesting. North Berwick in Bloom’s
activities complement all of this, making North Berwick a
vibrant and appealing destination for tourists and a haven for
residents.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Small Town
Best Small Town
Brighter Bothwell
South Lanarkshire
Brighter Bothwell’s catchphrase is ‘let’s just do it!’ and the
group has been doing that very successfully for 18 years. There
are colourful floral displays along the main street and a good
variety of well cared for public open green spaces. Brighter
Bothwell works effectively with other sections of the community
throughout the year, and the organic community garden and
their work with young people are especially noteworthy.

Eyemouth Enhancement Group
Scottish Borders
Eyemouth Enhancement Group is a new entrant to Beautiful
Scotland this year and has built effective links with a range of
community groups which have resulted in colourful displays in
the town centre. The group is involving an impressive number
of young people in its activities.

Inverkeithing
Fife
A small but enthusiastic group of volunteers work hard to
enhance their town with floral displays, as well as promoting a
range of environmental issues and celebrating Inverkeithing’s
considerable local heritage. There is a good allotment site,
with evidence of the group’s commitment to recycling, reusing
plants such as Polyanthus and interesting experiments with
organic pest control.
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Medium Town
Best Medium Town
Blooming Haddington
East Lothian
A visit to Haddington is seeing a jewel in East Lothian’s heritage.
The shops in the High Street are decorated with hanging
baskets, there are numerous tiered planters throughout the town
and there are various open gardens of horticultural excellence.
All elements of the community are involved and projects are
designed to be sustainable into the future. The judges were
delighted to meet children from Pear Tree Nursery who showed
their gardening skills, to read and learn how the pupils from Knox
Academy are involved in planting crocuses and litter picking and
to hear how Haddington Rotary supports ongoing planting and
numerous winter events.

Blairgowrie & Rattray in Bloom
Perth & Kinross

The colour splash at Wellmeadow welcomes both residents
and visitors to the town. A range of attractive and well-grown
sustainable plantings also enhance the area, along with the
colourful use of an old berry cart as a planter. The links with
schools and designers to redesign a well-known flower bed is
exciting and will give much potential for Blairgowrie & Rattray
in Bloom in future years.

Blooming Lovely Dalgety Bay
Fife

This first-time entrant has ensured that on every corner of
Dalgety Bay there are splashes of colour. The woodland walk,
which is under the care of Dalgety Bay Community Woodlands
Group, was one of the highlights of the judges visit. The quality
of the signage and the effective renewal of footpaths makes
the work of this group worthy of sharing within the wider
ecological community.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Forres in Bloom
Moray

‘We love where we live’ is the motto of Forres in Bloom, a
group which has been in existence since 1990. In 2013, the local
council reduced support to local groups and Forres in Bloom
has maintained its high standards by working with local
partners and young people to enhance the quality of life in the
town and create better and sustainable environments.

Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group
Aberdeenshire

Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group promotes
the environmental qualities of Inverurie for the benefit and
wellbeing of its residents, visitors and the local business
community. Activities include floral displays in the town centre,
a best garden competition and helping residents of sheltered
housing maintain and enhance their outdoor environment.

Keep Gorebridge Beautiful
Midlothian

This first-time entrant brings together much of the
environmental activities that take place in this former mining
community. In recent years, the community has driven forward
various initiatives such as upgrading of Auld Gala Park.
Sponsored planters at the railway station help to brighten
up the platform. The community council acts as a positive
catalyst, and, through its partners, numerous events are
arranged such as litter picks and dog poo counts with school
children.

Lanark in Bloom
South Lanarkshire

It is clear that Lanark in Bloom, whose mission statement is
‘putting a little colour in our town’, underestimates its input.
Numerous hanging baskets and tubs decorate the town and
displays brighten up the local park. Lanark in Bloom has a
positive focus on its community — from involving Corner
Carers, to students f rom Clydesdale Community Initiatives and
Motherwell College, all sectors of the town’s community are
involved.

14

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

Beautiful Scotland Results Brochure 2018

Large Town
Best Large Town
The People’s Project — Dumfries
Dumfries & Galloway
The People’s Project – Dumf ries acts as a catalyst for
other organisations within Dumfries and it’s links with the
local council are very strong. The network of interlinking
organisations, whether voluntary or statutory, makes for a
successful and strong community partnership across the
town. This is evidenced by some outstanding horticulture and
environmental quality.

Bonnie Blantyre
South Lanarkshire

Bonnie Blantyre works with other organisations within
Blantyre to enhance the local environment and get people
working together. The effective use of digital media to give
out information allows locals to help with projects. The local
heritage, environment and community all benefit f rom the
input of Bonnie Blantyre and the local organisations work
together to great effect and the benefit of all.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Small City
Best Small City
Growing Kirkcaldy
Fife
The ‘lang toun o Fife’ gives a most enjoyable judging
experience. A range of parks, open spaces and some fine floral
displays were seen, all resulting from an effective partnership
between enthusiastic volunteers and local authority staff
who clearly understand the ethos of the Beautiful Scotland
campaign.

Dunfermline Greenspace Forum
Fife

Dunfermline Greenspace Forum is building on previous
years’ experience and, by engaging with a wide variety of
community groups, has achieved a higher level of award this
year. Dunfermline’s historic streetscape is truly atmospheric.
The creation of a Business Improvement District has made a
positive impact, with its floral displays in the centre adding to
those of Fife Council at key sites.

City
Best City
Bonnie Dundee
Dundee City
Bonnie Dundee is a partnership between community groups,
the council, businesses, organisations and individuals f rom
across the city. Enthusiastic volunteers are involved in a wide
range of projects and activities each year including tending
planters, litter picks, encouraging biodiversity and community
gardening.

16

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

Beautiful Scotland Results Brochure 2018

Year of Young
People
Keep Scotland Beautiful is linking to the Scottish
Government’s 2018 theme of ‘Year of Young
People’ across all areas of work and activities this
year. We have also chosen it as a focus for groups
taking part in Beautiful Scotland.

BID in Bloom — Dunfermline Delivers

Blairmore work party

Blooming Lovely Dalgety Bay

Bonnie Blantyre

Bonnie Dundee

Bothwell Horti Show 2017

Brighten up Kirkconnel
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Brighter Bervie

Brighter Bothwell

Colourful Carnousite

Cove in Bloom

Dunbar in Bloom

Envirokirn Action Group

Growing Kirkcaldy

Keep Gorebridge Beautiful
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Keep Gorebridge Beautiful

Kinnesswood in Bloom

Lanark in Bloom

Lauder in Bloom

New Luce Gardening Group

North Berwick in Bloom

Powis Gardeners
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Residential Community
Best Residential Community
Powis Gardeners
Aberdeen City
The members of this group have created raised beds and
compost bays, and, through having fun and involving young
people, are transforming their environment one garden at a time.
The group has become adept at finding resources, and links with
other gardening groups have been formed including one with
the university wildlife garden.

Argyle Court — St Andrews
Fife
Several residents maintain their individual garden space,
creating a colourful environment. One excellent growing
feature is the ‘pick your own’ herb garden, close to the main
door which means there are ample f resh additions to salads
as well as a wide assortment of herbs. Although there is use
of annual bedding items to give colour, the predominance is
clearly towards sustainable planting.

Crichton Lang Court Residents Group
Perth & Kinross
Crichton Lang Court Residents Group holds weekend
barbecues where residents get together to share ideas,
children plant flower seeds and vegetables and paint planters.
The group has introduced seed saving and sharing and tries its
best to upcycle and recycle, to help with low carbon issues and
to teach the younger generation about living sustainably.
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Urban Community
Best Urban Community
Uddingston Pride
South Lanarkshire
Uddingston Pride was founded in 2000, with the aim of
improving the appearance of the community of Uddingston
by decorating its streets with attractive floral displays and by
maintaining a tidy and litter-free environment. Uddingston
Pride acts as a community focus group to improve the
experience of those who live in the community, giving them a
sense of belonging and a pride in the area.

Brighter Bucksburn
Aberdeen City
Brighter Bucksburn works with schools and local businesses
to plant trees and bulbs, add planters to neglected corners
and enhance a nature walk. The group is particularly proud of
its alpine bed and small orchard. A community herb garden
provides herbs for all and hanging baskets are partly funded
by producing a local calendar.

Cove in Bloom
Aberdeen City
Cove in Bloom works hard to improve the area with both hard
and soft landscaping. Activities include sculptures made from
oil industry parts, horse-drawn ploughs and a pony cart for
the farming industry, three standing stones for quarrying and
a statue of Isie Caie (the last fishwife in Cove). Cove in Bloom
is working alongside the Cove Woodland Trust to maintain a
stretch of land for the benefit of residents, visitors and wildlife.

Culter in Bloom
Aberdeen City
Culter in Bloom’s motto is ‘planting pride in the community’.
By working in close partnership with the council it does this
through planting flowers, bulbs and shrubs in public areas,
encouraging and helping residents and local businesses
to do the same on their property, and by making other
environmental improvements to the area.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Business Improvement District (BID)
Best BID
BID in Bloom, Dunfermline Delivers
Fife
Dunfermline Delivers is a very active organisation, and its
BID in Bloom project has been very successful in improving
Dunfermline’s centre. The ongoing and fruitful partnership
with Lady Helen Nursery lets the horticultural expertise of the
nurseryman drive the plant mix in all the hanging baskets and
containers that Dunfermline Delivers has input to. Another
highlight are the clean-up squads which are enhancing unloved
areas. These include Police Scotland volunteers and local shop
owners.

Aberdeen Inspired
Aberdeen City
Aberdeen Inspired lives up to its name in its innovative
approach. As well as traditional ways of making the city centre
attractive it also explores solutions to areas off the beaten
track. The partnership working between Alcohol and Drugs
Action and Aberdeen Inspired, through the Urban Bee Project,
is wonderful.

Kirkcaldy 4 All
Fife
Kirkcaldy 4 All is working tirelessly to improve the city centre,
which has gone through some challenging times over the
past few years. Evidence of the BID’s influence is clear to
see throughout the BID area, and, with a very small but
enthusiastic staff, much has been achieved.
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Discretionary Awards
Community Horticulture Award
Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group
Aberdeenshire

Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group involves the
whole of its community in numerous aspects of gardening.
For example, in one sheltered housing complex, the 80 plus
year old residents plant a wide palette of bedding plants.
In another housing complex, the residents have teamed up
with two Syrian young men and, together, are tending the
garden space with care and precision. The Pitscurry Project
plants up the baskets which give a continuous ribbon of
colour through the town.

Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society Award
Dumfries & Galloway Council
Dumfries & Galloway

Experienced and committed grounds officers produce
tens of thousands of bedding plants every year to brighten
up this community with stunning and vibrant displays.
The carpet bedding produced to celebrate both local and
national events is outstanding. The care and attention given
to the annual displays is continued and evident in other
council maintained areas, for example in the traditional
Victorian Park. Dumf ries & Galloway Council is to be
congratulated on its commitment to the community and
the horticultural impact it has on the local environment.

Jim Murdie Trophy for Sustainability
Uddingston Pride — Viewpark Allotments and Gardens
South Lanarkshire
Viewpark Allotments and Gardens is a thriving community
of contemporary allotments. The plot holders include
families, young people, people with disabilities and other
illnesses, school children and older people. Inspiration can
be found everywhere, from planting combinations and
irrigation methods, to the use of small spaces and unusual
crops, providing plenty of habitat for the birds and bees.
Environmental awareness is high on the agenda, with a
stunning wildflower meadow, hedgehog houses, bug hotels,
group orchard and the use of recyclable materials.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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Wright Sustainability Award
East Lothian Council — sustainable planting displays
East Lothian

East Lothian Council is well known for its extensive use of
hardy perennials. All the county’s green waste is processed
locally into a weed and disease-free mulch. Nearly 1,000
young trees have been planted in the last six years, all
mulched with wood chip f rom older trees they replaced.
Recycled plastic is used for edging and hand rails on paths,
while rechargeable electric machinery is gradually replacing
petrol and diesel.

Garden for Life Biodiversity Award
Cove in Bloom — woodland walk
Aberdeen City

Work on the one-mile woodland walk began four years ago.
Mike Duncan and members of the Cove in Bloom group
opened up the route by clearing out undergrowth which had
become unruly over time. Children f rom two local primary
schools routinely spend time on the walk, doing project work
including painting benches and building bird boxes. All the
materials used for benches, bird boxes and raised planting
beds are either recycled or have been donated by local
companies. The area is well used by the community and will
eventually form part of the coastal path network.

RHS Scotland Award for Overcoming Adversity
Brighter Bervie — for work with invasive species
Aberdeenshire

Inverbervie, like many coastal and riverside communities in
Scotland, has witnessed the slow ingress of invasive species;
in this case, Japanese knotweed, Himalayan balsam and
American mink. To tackle this, the Scottish Invasive Species
Initiative was set up within Scottish National Heritage as a
four-year project. In Inverbervie, members of the community
are being trained and funded to formal qualification
standards. In addition, large work parties of volunteers are
removing the Himalayan balsam and success is already
being felt.
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Haddington 700 Award
Brighter Bothwell — Bothwell Horticultural Society
South Lanarkshire

Bothwell Horticultural Society was inaugurated and held
its first show in 1842 and the ‘Horti’ remains a key group in
Bothwell today. In 2017, the society’s Flower and Produce
Show celebrated 175 years since its inauguration. In 2000,
a group of members decided that Bothwell was in need of
some TLC and set up Brighter Bothwell as an action group.
The links between the Horti and Brighter Bothwell remain
strong.

Community Involvement Award
Forres in Bloom
Moray

Forres in Bloom has existed for 28 years and its strength
and longevity have been built on the unstinting support of
the community. The group’s core team of four is supported
by regular helpers who range in age from four to 91! Forres
in Bloom works with primary and secondary schools,
environmental groups, community groups, college students,
Community Payback, adults with additional support needs
and individuals who are looking for company and support
for wellbeing. The whole community supports the motto ‘we
love where we live’.

Young People Award
Dunbar in Bloom — The Ridge Backlands Garden
East Lothian

Backlands Garden is for all ages and there is strong focus on
provision for young people, addressing issues early to avoid
more serious future problems. Groups undertake RHS ‘Grow
To’ awards which gives valuable structure and a sense of
achievement, as well as something tangible for CVs. Postschool, there are paid work opportunities within the garden
for those struggling to find positive destinations. For those
struggling with wider issues (e.g. mental health, addictions
etc.) there are opportunities to volunteer and access the
mental and physical health benefits of gardening, as well
as learning practical skills, making social connections and
feeling part of something positive and worthwhile.

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org

25

Keep Scotland Beautiful

VisitScotland Award for Tourism
Dundee — for Slessor Gardens/Waterfront area
Dundee City

The City of Dundee is undergoing massive redevelopment,
particularly the waterfront area. There are new garden areas,
many of which have been designed and constructed by
community groups. The area is now heavily used by a wide
range of groups, from individuals sitting having their lunch in
the pocket gardens to large-scale concerts with thousands of
people attending. The area will soon have an urban beach and
a new children’s play area. Slessor Gardens was also awarded a
Green Flag for parks in its first year of use.

David Welch Memorial Award for Something Special
Aberdeen Inspired — Urban Bee Project
Aberdeen City

Working with the local Alcohol and Drugs Action group (ADA),
members have taken part in basic beekeeping training and,
from this, three hives have been procured using BID money. The
resulting care and maintenance of the beehives has helped two
ADA members start turning their lives around. So committed are
they, that they want to expand the initiative and involve others
by becoming mentors for new beekeepers. The intention is to
sell the honey to reinvest in more hives and bring more people
into the scheme.

New Entrant Award
Inspiring Innellan
Argyll & Bute

Inspiring Innellan has been an active It’s Your Neighbourhood
group for a number of years and burst onto the Beautiful
Scotland scene this year. Although the village has only 700
residents, this close-knit community has regular volunteers at
its weekly sessions that much bigger towns and cities would
be proud of. Inspiring Innellan makes great use of the skills and
interests of local volunteers, with artists and designers giving a
creative twist to the group’s activities. The past year has seen an
impressive amount of work as the group has been improving
the village, uncovering hidden features in the landscape and
creating new places of interest. What really shines through is the
sense of community, pride and overall sheer fun.

Keep Scotland Beautiful Award
Growing Kirkcaldy
Fife

Kirkcaldy’s range of parks, open spaces and some fine floral
displays all result f rom effective partnership working. The small
Growing Kirkcaldy group has developed an umbrella approach
to successfully cooperate with a wide range of other groups
within the community. Its excellent working relationship with
Fife Council is having a tangible effect on the ground, despite
more cuts to staff and budgets.
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We support the Sustainable Development Goals.

Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that
campaigns, acts and educates on a range of
local, national and global environmental issues
to change behaviour and improve the quality
of people’s lives and the places they care for.
We are committed to making Scotland clean,
green and sustainable.

In partnership with

T: 01786 471333

E: info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org

facebook.com/KSBScotland

@KSBScotland
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