
Carbon Literacy Project Ideas

Doing it differently: Waste and resources

Encouraging recycling

‘Doing it differently’ for Resources means getting rid of the stuff we don’t need or want, without throwing them in the bin.

Project Aims

  Households recycle more of their waste.

How does that save carbon? What’s the measurable outcome?

Part of the embodied emissions of products we buy comes from extracting the raw materials needed.  By separating waste, 
it can be recycled into these raw materials, thus avoiding these emissions.  Also, when we dispose of our waste into landfill 
this creates carbon emissions that result in materials decomposing in an environment with no oxygen – methane is the main 
greenhouse gas that results.   Recycling also avoids these emissions.

Measurable outcome: Reduce household waste to landfill or incineration. 

The CCF reporting tool and data collection guidance explains how you can monitor and evaluate how much your project has 
saved. 

What are the co-benefits ? What are the potential ‘community outcomes’?

Where projects seek to introduce recycling facilities where none are provided this could provide local employment.
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Visit our website to view a selection of case studies from past CCF projects: 
 
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ccf

How do we demonstrate the co-benefits?

Improved Skills, Confidence and Employability: There are a variety of methods you could use to monitor changes in skills, 
confidence and employability of participants in your project.  Evaluation Support Scotland have a range of resources, guides 
and tools to help you monitor your project’s impact.   
http://www.evaluationsupportscotland.org.uk/resources/

What are the risks?

If waste that is separated for recycling is contaminated this can mean it cannot be processed into a new raw material and 
will have to be disposed of.  Contamination may come in the form of incorrect sorting of materials (e.g. plastics in the paper 
recycling) or from food containers not being properly rinsed/cleaned.  

Recycling is often seen as an ‘easy win’ in terms of action on climate change, however the carbon savings are not very 
great.  People often over-estimate the impact of recycling and think that they’re doing ‘their bit’ by separating their waste. It’s 
important to encourage recycling, but also to spread awareness of more impactful actions people can take.  

How do you increase the amount of recycling in your community? 

Designing your project: If you wish to develop a project to increase recycling, you should investigate what are the most 
important barriers and opportunities in your community.  Your consultation could look into:

1. What items do people currently recycle/landfill.
2. How likely people are to take part in your proposed activities.
3. The real or perceived barriers to people recycling.
4. What assets are there in the community, or wider opportunities, that could support your project aims?  

Example project activities

Below are some examples of typical activities that CCF projects run in order to increase recycling rates in the community.  

Local Recycling Services: Local Authorities are obliged to provide recycling services and infrastructure to households and 
organisations – the exemptions for this are often in remote, rural locations.  Projects provide local recycling services, such as 
food waste collection to create compost, or collecting glass or cardboard to be processed locally.

Improve waste separation at home: Projects run waste awareness campaigns to improve use of existing recycling services 
and infrastructure in households.

Improve waste separation in community buildings: Projects aim to improve use of existing recycling services at a 
community building. This could involve installing separate bins and educating centre users.  Some projects have tackled 
recycling in multi-occupancy buildings, where opportunities for waste separation are limited, by working with building 
managers to find innovative solutions.


