
On Friday 1st June, the Gardening Scotland event took place at Ingliston, Edinburgh. The festival 

takes place over a three-day period, and I had the opportunity to attend the opening day. The 

festival was originally set up by a group of volunteers back in 2000 who are passionate about 

plants, and is now accepted as a charity.  Keep Scotland Beautiful have collaborated with The 

Garden for Life to deliver the One Planet Picnic Pocket Garden which is a competition open to all 

Scottish schools and nurseries. 

Pocket Gardens have 5 main responsibilities and aims: a reminder of social heritage and 

innovation, encourage new, energetic planting ideas, promote new ways to reuse materials, 

ensure that there are plants to eat, and provide different ways to garden for wildlife. Pupils from 

schools and nurseries across the country were asked to create a small garden – one palette worth 

– and the garden had to incorporate an element of the United Nations Global Goals also known as 

the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG’s).  The SDG’s aim to protect our planet and to try and 

improve the quality of life people live internationally by bringing an end to extreme poverty, fighting inequality and injustice, 

and tackling climate change. Some of the main goals which pupils chose to focus on within their Pocket Gardens included 

zero hungry, gender equality, life below water and many more.  

As well as all the exciting pocket garden displays, in attendance at the event was 

Roseanna Cunningham, Cabinet Secretary for Environment, Climate Change and 

Land Reform.  There were also pupils attending from two schools, Beaconhust 

School and Grove Academy in a Young Reporters Scotland capacity.  They had 

the wonderful opportunity as young reporters to interview the Cabinet 

Secretary. The questions which the young reporters’ decided upon themselves, 

were suited to her position, therefore her answers were full and knowledgeable. 

Some of the areas they chose to focus on included recycling, the SGDs and ways 

to help the environment. As I was in attendance at the event in a YRS capacity, I 

also had the opportunity to interview the cabinet Secretary. 

The event is estimated to have seen around 30,000 enthusiastic visitors across the weekend. 

It provided visitors with the chance to admire the grounds which were jam-packed with 

flower displays.  Exhibitors were bursting with knowledge in different areas to talk to public 

about and visitors had beautiful grounds to roam about on and enjoy a bite to eat. 
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