
Eco-Schools is the largest sustainable schools programme in the world, operated internationally 
by the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) and managed in Scotland by Keep 
Scotland Beautiful.  The programme connects 15 million children, young people and educators 
through sustainable development education with 64 countries on all five continents 
participating. 

Eco-Schools is designed to encourage whole-school community action on Learning for Sustainability. The programme 
encourages young people to engage in their environment by allowing them the opportunity to actively protect it. It starts 
in the classroom and expands to the whole school, eventually fostering change in the community at large.

Eco-Schools is flexible, designed to be accessible to every pupil 
and to fit every establishment. To earn a Green Flag Award, 
schools follow the Seven Elements, ensuring that Eco-Schools is 
pupil-led, linked to the curriculum and involves the whole school 
and wider community.
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We support the ambitions of the United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals

Eco-Schools Scotland offers schools Ten Topics to choose from. Schools should focus on Litter plus two topics of 
their choice which are appropriate for their own context which they can link with their chosen Global Goal: 

We have a new online application system for Eco-
Schools Scotland, which will allow schools to input 
information throughout their two year Green Flag 
journey. As schools are assessed on their current Green 
Flag journey they will be transitioned onto the new 
online application system. 

 
The new online application system has been developed 
to:

Provide support when schools need it the most, 
rather than only at the end of the Green Flag 
journey.

Enable schools to upload stories, photos, and 
documents in real time as evidence of their work 
towards Green Flag status. 

Give schools a means of keeping track of progress 
should circumstances change during their 
assessment period.

United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals

In September 2015, world leaders agreed 17 goals that 
will mean an end to extreme poverty, hunger, and action 
on climate change by 2030.  You might know them as 
the Global Goals.  

In Scotland, we have linked the Eco-Schools Scotland 
programme to the Global Goals, and schools will be asked to 
select a goal to work on linked to their three topics.

To find out more about Eco-Schools, the Sustainable Development Goals and other activities we offer 

which support Learning for Sustainability, please visit wwww.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools
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