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Bothwell among the Brightest and Best 
Bothwell was one of eight Beautiful Scotland groups who 
represented Scotland in the RHS Britain in Bloom national 
finals in 2017. Our Brighter Bothwell representatives at 
the Britain in Bloom awards ceremony, held in Llandudno 
at the end of October, returned laden with accolades. 
We were awarded a Silver Gilt medal, which is what we 
had hoped for. This is a substantial achievement, as Britain 
in Bloom is a UK-wide campaign. We were compared 
against finalist communities throughout  the country and 
the judging standards are commensurately  higher. 
But that’s not all. We won two (of the six!) discretionary 
awards. These are special awards  presented to finalists 
who demonstrate genuine excellence in a particular area 
of the judging criteria. They were given to the best overall 
among the 79 finalists. We were judged to excel  in the 
following two categories. 

Involving Children and Young People 
Recognising efforts in engaging with, supporting and inspiring younger members of the community. 
Gardening in a Changing Climate 
Recognising sustainable environmental practices in horticulture, incorporating the key recommendations from the 
RHS Gardening in a Changing Climate report. This award was for Bothwell Community Garden. 

 

All of the awards can be seen in Bothwell 
Library, where you can also read the judges’ 
detailed comments on our achievements. 
 

So well done Bothwell. And well done and 
thank you to everyone who has contributed 
to and supported our efforts.  A special 
‘thank you’ to our local South Lanarkshire 
Council staff for all their help and support. 

Now when is the next work party …… ? !   

2018 will see Bothwell once again entering the Beautiful Scotland campaign, in the Small 
Town category. As always, we need the support of our whole community to keep Bothwell 
looking bright and maintain the high standards already achieved. Please help us. 

  A big ‘thank you’ to everyone 
who helped with Bothwell’s 
Spring Clean on 24 March! 

Look  out for our 
Craft Bomb displays 

later this year. 

Keeping Scotland Beautiful, Keeping Bothwell Bright 

You can help! 
‘We live in an inspiring country, with a rich mix of rural beauty and urban chic, an intriguing history, a vibrant 
culture, passion and style. Our country is small, but we’ve given much more to the world than we’ve taken back. 
We have so much to be proud of. 
But we have a problem. Scotland could be even better if it wasn’t scarred by environmental issues such as: 

Littering Dog fouling        Flyposting and graffiti         Flytipping.’ 
 

These words were taken from the website of Keep Scotland Beautiful (KSB), the charity whose aims underpin the 
work that we do to keep Bothwell bright. Sadly, analysis undertaken by KSB confirms a steady increase in recent 
years of these  blights on our  environment. This is despite the best efforts of councils, public bodies, local commu-
nities and groups like Brighter Bothwell. Go to Clean Up Scotland’s website to read more. 

Bin Your Butt — to reduce cigarette litter 
 
 20 million cigarette butts  
are thrown away by smokers  
every day in Scotland. 
 Cigarette filters take 12  
years to degrade. 
 It costs £34 million to  
clear smoking-related litter  
from Scottish streets each  
year. 

How you can help  —  Support our campaigns 

Bag It and Bin It — our anti dog fouling campaign 
Dog owners/walkers should know to 
pick up after their dogs. However, 
Bobby Bothwell has provided boxes 
of bags around Bothwell which can  
be used if you forget to carry a bag. 

 

Don’t Drop Litter 
Cigarette butts, fast 
food packaging, crisp 
bags, cans, cartons, 

newspapers, ATM slips, chewing gum. You name it, it's on 
our streets and motorways, in our parks and our lochs, up 
our mountains and on our beaches.   

We hope that such campaigns will 
change behaviour over time. Litter does 
not jump on to roads, pavements and 
other areas. It is dropped or thrown by 

people who should know better! In the meantime, 
people who care about our environment will do what 
they can to help us clean up, and we thank them all. 

 
 
If you are able to help keep 
Bothwell bright, even with a  

#2MinuteCleanUp, 
please contact us. 

 
 

brighter@visitbothwell.com 

Brighter Bothwell’s main aim is to make the environment of Bothwell an attractive 
and sustainable place in which people can enjoy living, working and relaxing. A 
good quality environment can enhance people’s lives and their health and wellbeing. 
It attracts visitors to a location. Local businesses have a key role to play in keeping 
Bothwell bright. We rely on the support of those in the centre of the village so that 
we can provide an attractive floral display on the Main Street. We thank those who 
donated to the summer floral displays which helped to enhance our Main Street 
and to gain success for Bothwell in Beautiful Scotland and Britain in Bloom. 
This year we are featuring a few examples of ways in which local businesses have supported us, and we hope to 
make this a regular feature of future newsletters. 

 

Keeping Bothwell Bright — Thanks to Local Businesses 

Support for our Bin Your Butt campaign, and 
providing hanging baskets all year. 

Providing a location for the 
Christmas Craft Bomb. 

Providing display space to 
publicise our activities. 

Bright and Smiley! 

If you  have any ideas or proposals about support that you could offer to help 
keep Bothwell bright, contact us on brighter@visitbothwell.com 

Floral welly boots at Green 
Street Play Park. Thanks to the 

Babies’ & Toddlers’ Group 
Duke of Edinburgh Award volunteers painted 

the wheelbarrow for a floral display. 

Helping to deliver 
newsletters 

Get in touch if you would  like  to volunteer with us for your DoE Award. 

Coffee Morning for 
Brighter Bothwell on 
Saturday 5 May from 

10am to 12 noon. 

Visit Bothwell Library from the 
middle of May to see the magic 
of metamorphosis. Caterpillars 
will turn into 
butterflies! 

Coming Soon! 



Brighter Bothwell’s volunteers work throughout the year to keep Bothwell looking bright for visitors as well as 
residents. We are always happy to welcome new helpers. Why not come along and join us. Our activities offer 
exercise in the fresh air and pleasant company  — all good contributions to health and wellbeing. 

October and November saw us removing the Main 
Street summer floral display and planting bulbs for spring 
flowers, which provide an early source of nectar.  

Bobby Bothwell helped to sort the many bulbs into 
packs ready for planting. You will see that following a 
planting plan is always fun! Our spring floral display 
shows that a great job was done at the Green Gym . 

Brighter Bothwell’s ‘Green Gym’ Activities 

In 1918, following years of bitter struggle, 
(some) women finally gained the right to 
vote. Marion Gilchrist (1864-1952), who 
was born in Bothwell, worked all her life 
to advance women’s rights and was an 
active suffragette. She was the  first fe-
male to graduate in medicine from any 
Scottish university. In this centenary year, 
we should think about her work as we 

relax in the gar-
den that she 
gave to us in 
1940 — Gilchrist 
Garden. Visit our 
library to pick up 
a leaflet about 
Marion’s life and 
her Garden, pic-
tured on page 1.  

A Woman to Remember Other key areas were brightened for Bothwell to give colour in 
autumn and winter as well as spring. We 
also planted more wildflowers on Bothwell 
Nature Trail. Look out for them in spring 
and summer. 

Look out too for posters advertising news 
of our activities. You can also follow us on 
Facebook.  
 
 

 

It has been a great year so far for Bothwell Primary 
School. Eco Committee members have been working 
with the Pupil Council to improve the school grounds 
and work towards our ‘Sustainable Development Goal’ 
of ‘Life on Land’.  We have brightened our grounds and 
created many learning opportunities and also spaces 
for wildlife.  The Eco Committee is excited at the pro-
spect of spring on the horizon and seeing our bulbs 
bloom.  Members have worked hard to motivate their 
peers and spread the importance of being Eco friend-
ly.  Remember ‘One planet, one choice, go Eco!’  

News from our Schools 
A lot has happened at St Bride's Primary and Nursery 
School in recent months. Activities have included 
planting daffodil bulbs, Clean Up events, sowing seeds 
and planting for our vegetable crop. Through their Clyde 
in the Classroom project, our P6 pupils focused on a 
range of eco activities. On 14 March, they visited Strath-
clyde Park to release the young brown trout (fry) that 
they had raised. While the children were sad to see the 
fish go, they felt positive about having given them a 
good start in life. They enjoyed learning about the im-
portance of keeping our rivers healthy and unpolluted. 

Keep Scotland Beautiful has chosen to 
use the Scottish Government’s 2018 
theme of Year of Young People  (YoYP) as 
a focus for groups taking part in Beautiful 

Scotland. The aim of YoYP is to inspire Scotland through its young people 
(up to the age of 26), celebrating their achievements, valuing their contri-
bution to communities and creating new opportunities for them to shine 
locally, nationally and globally. 
 
Young people in our primary schools show commitment to conserving  our precious environment. Inspired by 
reports of how plastic waste is polluting our rivers and oceans, they have proposed ideas for action within our com-
munity, which Brighter Bothwell will support. Look out for ‘The Last Straw’ and other campaigns in which our 
young people are leading the way forward! 

Here we are in November after planting bulbs near the 
school gate. Thanks to the parents who helped prepare 
the ground, and to Brighter Bothwell who gave us 
daffodil bulbs recycled from the Main Street tubs. 

Uddingston Grammar’s Eco Committee and senior pupils con-
tinue to work with Brighter Bothwell on projects to improve the 
local environment.  Senior pupils planted bulbs and pansies in 
mangers at Bothwell Evangelical Church, to provide an attrac-
tive spring display.  S6 pupils visited Bothwell Primary School to 
support an outdoor learning activity with P1, to sow wild flower 
seeds and tidy a flower bed.  The two schools jointly organised 
an ‘Earth Day’ event in March to raise awareness of local and 
global environmental issues.  The Eco Committee is grateful for 
the support it receives from Brighter Bothwell, for example dur-
ing the yearly litter pick in the school grounds and local area.    

Releasing the fish 

It’s Buzzing in Bothwell Community Garden 

Bothwell Scarecrow Festival will return in 2018! 
Join in the fun between 8 and 16 September. 

The Festival helps to  
 highlight all that is good about Bothwell  
   as a place to live, work and visit 
 promote community cohesion  
 make people smile! 
www.bothwellscarecrowfestival.co.uk 

We were delighted to receive the RHS Britain in Bloom Award for Gardening in a Changing Climate. Judges singled 
us out for our sustainability in use of renewable energy, water conservation and re-use of materials. 
 

Our members grew lots of tasty vegetables with potatoes, onions, courgettes and broad beans doing particularly 
well when entered in the ‘Horti’ Show. 
 

The Beekeepers have been busy nurturing their bees. They promoted Bee-friendly Bothwell by giving away packs 
of seeds which are particularly good for pollinators.   Delicious honey and hand-crafted beeswax candles were very 
popular on Garden open days. 
 

It was great to have corporate volunteers helping at the garden. Groups from Lloyds Bank spent a day working with 
us in July and then Scottish Water/Alliance joined us in February, just before the snow arrived! 
 

We will be very pleased to see you at our Open Days.  
Gates will be open on Sunday 20 May  from 10am to 4pm 
and again on 15 and 16 September during the Scarecrow 
Festival. On 20 May, the Garden will also host Brighter 
Bothwell’s sale of bedding plants. 
 

If you would like more information about corporate volun-
teering or wish to join our waiting list for a raised bed, 
contact us at info@bothwellcommunitygarden.org.uk  
 

We hope you’ll come to visit too.   30 Blantyre Road 
      Bothwell 
      G71 8PJ 
   


