Bishopton Primary School

Pupils at Bishopton Primary School in Renfrewshire told us all about their EcoCommittee as part of their first Green Flag application in November 2017.

At the beginning of each year pupils are asked if they would like to be a member of the Eco-Committee. Staff
are also approached by Eco-Schools Co-ordinators Miss Cruickshank and Mrs McKay.
Everyone who wants to join is allowed as the school tries to promote a whole school approach. The EcoCommittee holds a welcome meeting for new members, takes a register and explains its aims for the year
ahead.
Throughout the year, the Eco-Committee discusses, consults, and reaches decisions as a group, that then
make changes across the school. Pupils take turns at leading the sessions and taking minutes.
One story in particular that shows their success as an Eco-Committee is organising and holding a whole
school Eco Week. Throughout the week pupils organised a range of different Eco themed activities
including: propagation, making Mother’s Day cards from reused materials, planting a variety of vegetables, a
performance of an Eco drama called ‘Bag Lady’, an Active Schools archery session and assault course, an
Eco Fair led by the Eco-Committee, a no paper day, and an Eco homework grid. The Eco-Committee put on
an assembly and invited a range of visitors to the school throughout the week including RSPB, Taylor
Wimpey and Scottish Water. Pupils were fortunate that the Big Pedal was held at the same time as Eco
Week. This tied into their Health and Wellbeing topic and allowed everyone to be very active throughout the
week.
Pupils shared ideas about what they wanted to achieve and made a list of possible activities. The Primary 7s
then worked together with staff to organise it. Mrs McKay contacted lots of local businesses and
organisations to ask if they could help throughout the week. The Eco-Committee then helped teachers to
create a timetable for visitors which was quite tricky but they were very happy when they finally got it right.

For further information see www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools

Sustainable Development Education:
We provide education initiatives for children, young people and educators
which focus on environmental issues to improve understanding and
encourage positive action. Our work includes the Eco-Schools Scotland
programme, teacher professional learning programmes connected to
Learning for Sustainability, One Planet Picnic, Food and the Environment,
Wrigley Litter Less and Young Reporters Scotland.

Sustainability and Climate Change:
We work with organisations and communities to help people to reduce
carbon emissions, improve local areas and adapt to the impacts of climate
change. We manage and develop the Sustainable Scotland Network, which
works to improve the Scottish public sector's performance on sustainability
and climate change and we administer the Government’s Climate
Challenge Fund which provides support, resources, training and events to
support communities taking action on climate change.

Local Environmental Quality:
We provide advice and support to help create and maintain cleaner, safer
and healthier local environments where people and communities can thrive.
We run programmes to award quality beaches and parks, two beautification
campaigns - Beautiful Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood, the Clean Up
Scotland campaign to build community pride, and a range of other
community based projects for those wanting to improve their local
environments.

Environmental Services:
We provide a range of environmental services including audits, Local
Environmental Audit and Management System (LEAMS), carbon
management measures, training, our National Award for Environmental
Excellence®, corporate social responsibility support and a range of options
and opportunities for conformity with the Procurement Reform Act. Through
our work we aim to help people to change the way they think about the
environment and encourage them to take action to improve and protect it.

Find out more at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org
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