Cumbernauld’s
Bloomin’
Wild
The partnership of Cumbernauld Living landscape co-ordinates local groups for the
Cumbernauld’s Bloomin’ Wild Beautiful Scotland entry, this is the first year that we
have entered in this way as we used to be participant but now organise it.
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Encourage children to take part, family volunteering is encouraged as well as running
children sessions during school holidays. Get them involved at an early age and we
will have an older generation interested in their environment for years to come.
Teach them the value of native species and wildlife, they tend to get right into it.
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Include teenagers, it is amazing the work that a group of teenagers can do, here they
are clearing rhododendron from a local park. Most found this therapeutic and
enjoyed the aspect of cutting something down but not getting into trouble for it.
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Encourage your groups to go native! It is difficult to change peoples attitudes where
planting is concerned, most think they are helping out by planting garden plants for a
spot of colour. Educate them! This is not a good idea and causes it’s own problems
especially if they unknowingly introduce an invasive non-native species (INNS).
While trying to help they are breaking the law and causing problems for the
landowner who then has the expense of trying to eradicate the problem. Scottish
government has to spend £250 million per year for INNS that is just the tip of the
iceberg.
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Local community groups have skills, knowledge and possibly more volunteers, tap
into that. What we all achieve together for the environment and people is much
greater than the sum of our parts. Our communities are rich with people and they
all have different skills and abilities, get to know them.
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Countryside Rangers are essential to your local community, if you have one fight for
them. Budget cuts are always hitting environmental services first, but the rangers
service provides much more than a guided walk. The image here is a mental health
and wellbeing group Branching Out – look what these folk have achieved, the
outdoor space can be used by everyone due to a project which is ranger led.
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Think about your local Authority, how much land do they have to manage? In
Cumbernauld it is over half of the town (56-60%). That is the equivalent of over
5600 international football pitches of greenspace, think about it that is very costly.
How can you work with the local authority to raise funding streams or volunteer?
This is the new Badger trail around the picturesque Palacerigg Country Park.
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Back to invasive non-native species INNS. This is New Zealand flatworm, dark brown
to purple on the top with a light beige edge. Underneath is pale brown/pink, these
are surface dwellers and can leave 14-20+ worms in each egg casing. They are
predators of our earthworms and their life cycle matches that of the earthworms to
gain the maximum food intake. NZ Flatworms will them become cannibals. To kill
them off place an old bit of carpet on the ground to attract them and then scrap
them off into a bowl or tub, then pour boiling water over them.
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Try something different! And don’t be scared of scale ☺ We wanted a large feature
to skirt around the new outdoor classroom area to create a barrier for local
residents, we also planted a hedge behind it for birds and have had an amazing
amount of wildlife using it already, including newts and toads. There is even a wee
hedgehog house built into it. If you build a bug hotel use it and record the insects ☺
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This is why we do it. Look at the variety of species here from mammals to insects,
our world is a fascinating place and will be much poorer if we lose it.
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What can you do for
biodiversity?

Nuff said
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