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Gardening for bugs

Providing food and shelter for invert: xr b
gardens are perfect pl aces to do thiszs of t e
habitats that form an i mportant net we UK.
gardens act as a refuge for a whole R C
mind is one way that everyone can do | dl

This flyer has information on how you gardenforlife ga

Pl ant native wildfl owers : .

\*., z H

It is a wel/ known f act t hat many of e (]

planting native wildflowers into your E§ be

food source for a variety of pol l inat d wi

bugs, e. g. |l adybirds and | acewings t n a

pests of garden plants.

When creating a wildflower area:

T Pl ant wildflowers pdidpghant asdisreedt loy g ed
or , if you have | imited space, into @y s
can be used as long as it has draina.4 boli
use {Peate compost ).

T Pl ant wil dfl owers in an area wher e e ent
is shaded, there are plenty of shade tolerant species
Red campion

T Wil dfl ower seeds can be sown in spr Pl ea
wil dfl ower seeds need a frost to bre cy.
your seed packet when sowing seed.

1T When choosing your seed, make sure n a-t
these provide the best benefits to yand

T Why not pl ant herbs including Rosem rt|
good for pollinators and can be used
I f your wildflower area | ooks crowde e of
Cut back the plants at the end of a e th
benefit the wildflowers the foll owi

T Enjoy!
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Make a bee or bug hot el

Solitary bee hotel

Bees are hugely important polllnators.
Gol ibamd yddohi ve in big social hives and
Many of our solitary bees nest in hoIIo
a solitary bee hotel you wi || need:= hol tems
2cm in width), string and a saw or knif

T Cut holl o w plant stemf20amd/l®omgbamlztdad ?garden forhfe

saw or knife (please take care when

T Tie bundles2@0fsabiobiuond5toget her wi't r st
f Hang the bee hotel in a sunny but s bou:
grounde side of a shed or on a trel

Ot her materials can be wused to make Wh
sized smal/l h &6l ensm (ibne tdrveaemme t2er ) i nto T
can be placed alongside the bamboo c:¢ b | an;
really interesting home for bees and er e
designs so have a |l ook on the interne

Bug hotel for spiders, beetles and mo

I n autumn and winter as the nights start getting col der
spider s, beetles and snails need a safe and dry place to
A bug hot el is an ideal way to provide this. To make a |
plastic mesh (or chicken wire) about I1m by 1m, string (
wood or plastic, sticks, dead | eaves, and a wire coat ha
T Curl mesh or chicken wire into a tube and tie it in pleé

T Put some sticks through the bottom of the mesh tube to

ground base to stop the hotel getting damp.

T Fill the tube with dead | eaves and give the bug hotel
tight, by placing a flat piece of wood or plastic over
T Add more | eaves over time as the old | eaves dry out anc
T Pl ace the bug hot el in a quiet corner of the garden, p

some shade.

T To secure the bug hotel from high winds you may wish t
hanger to-shrapatde pa&agvin the ground.

Ot her wildlife gardening tips:

Il nvertebrates really | ike heaps of dead wood and |l eave
pl ace, this can be a source of food for some species and
Compost heaps wild/l al so attr aatl | woddlIwhciech mi Il |l i pedes an
are essential for breaking down organic and garden refus
Remember to monitor your bug homes and wildflowers for t
them and record your findings through i Record.

There i s mor e i nformati on on gardening for invertebr at

websiwwav. bugl i fe. of eyrowk/ /wagladildid friei regs
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https://www.buglife.org.uk/activities-for-you/wildlife-gardeningC:/Users/suzanne.burgess/Documents/OneNote%20Notebooks

