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It’s Your Neighbourhood

Introduction

It’s Your Neighbourhood, a flagship programme of Keep Scotland Beautiful, is a
community environmental improvement campaign managed in partnership with the
Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) under the Britain in Bloom campaign.
In partnership with

CHARITY

It’s Your Neighbourhood is designed to attract volunteer-led community groups which are cleaning and beautifying their
neighbourhoods, whether through community allotments, after school wildlife clubs, school eco-groups, Friends of Park groups,
or adopting pieces of derelict land. Keep Scotland Beautiful supports and encourages participating groups from across Scotland,
and rewards them through a series of certificates to acknowledge the good work being done on behalf of their communities.
It runs alongside the Beautiful Scotland campaign but is non-competitive and is based on the three pillars of community
participation, environmental responsibility and gardening achievement.

Many It’s Your Neighbourhood groups now work with Beautiful Scotland groups to add value to enhancement initiatives in
villages, towns and cities all over Scotland.
There are five levels of achievement to encourage groups to progress. These are:

E
 stablishing

Improving

Advancing

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/iyn
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Thriving

Outstanding

Results Brochure 2017

2017 Certificates of Distinction
We are delighted to award 32 of this year’s It’s Your Neighbourhood groups with a 2017
Certificate of Distinction. The certificates recognise groups which have consistently
grown and improved over the years of taking part in the campaign. To be eligible for a
Certificate of Distinction, a group must have participated in the campaign for at least
four years and achieved the ‘Outstanding’ level in the current year, or moved up at
least two levels since first entering.
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2017 Entrants and Achievements
Cummings Park Community Garden
Establishing
This group works in one of the least advantaged areas
within Aberdeen, where there are concerns for the health
and wellbeing of residents. It was formed last year, to
turn a disused and unkempt piece of land adjacent to the
community centre into a community garden. The group is
trying to work closely with the local school – Bramblebrae
Primary – to the benefit of the children, particularly during
school holidays and after school hours.

Aberdeen City
Airyhall School
Outstanding
Airyhall School has a strong commitment to the school
grounds and the local area. Airyhall continues to grow
flowers, fruit and vegetables and encourages a diverse
range of wildlife to visit the school garden. Working closely
with the volunteers at Slopefield Allotments to maintain its
own school based allotment, a wide range of seeds and
edibles are grown.

Denburn Court Tenants & Residents Association
Thriving
Denburn Court is an urban multi story block of flats which
is surrounded by concrete buildings, many in disrepair. The
group is active in carrying out improvement works to brighten
up the area, by planting up planters around the block, within
the magnificent herb garden in the drying green area, and in
the small garden and play area.

Bainbridge Gardens
Advancing
The main goal of the group is to build an environment, by
recycling and reusing as much as it can, to attract wildlife
back into the local area. The group has managed to build
a small flower bed/rockery, its first wild flower bed and a
hedgehog house, with more wildlife habitats planned.

Donside Village Community
Outstanding
Donside Village has a good track record of communal
growing and carbon reduction activities. In 2016 the group
commenced its most ambitious project to date when it
created the Donside Hydro. This is Scotland’s first urban
community owned hydro power turbine. The creation of the
hydro has brought back into public use an area of industrial
waste land - 500 trees were planted during the landscaping
of the area.

Castlewood Gardens
Improving
The group is creating a garden in this sheltered housing
complex, with the help of Aberdeen City Council and Skipton
Building Society staff. It will make a difference for the
tenants, as it will give them a place to enjoy sitting outside
and will hopefully encourage them to join in with gardening
activities.
Clifton Court Gardening Group
Establishing
The group is working to improve the look of Clifton Court
Sheltered Housing and the area around it. A secluded
garden area with seating is being developed for the use of
residents and friends. The hope it that this will make new
tenants feel they can come down and meet fellow residents,
chat, and have a cuppa, and also do a little gardening in
raised planters and hanging baskets.

Fittie Community Development Trust
Thriving
Volunteers are working to refurbish the historic Gospel Hall
and garden for community use. Designs are being developed
to transform the garden into a sustainable wildlife haven.
The group also maintains flower tubs in the village and
undertakes other tasks to improve the local environment.
Friends of Duthie Park
Outstanding
The organisation supports a significant part of some 39 acres
and undertakes various projects with a view to enhancing
the facilities and encouraging the public to use the park.

Cummings Park Community Flat
Thriving

Friends of Hazlehead
Outstanding
The Friends of Hazlehead was formed to facilitate a
voice for the community in association with regeneration,
environmental enhancements and attracting improvements
to the park. All funds and resources raised are directly
assigned to park improvements or further attractions.
Friends of Johnston Gardens
Thriving
Volunteer work parties have taken part in bulb planting,
trimming, painting and now open and close the public toilets
at weekends.

A flourishing community group at work at the flat and in the
wider community. The flat supplies fresh fruit and vegetables
in season to the community. The front garden is used by local
families, passers-by and flat participants. The group hopes
that the beauty of the well-kept garden helps to motivate and
inspire local people to duplicate the process.
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Friends of Seaton Park
Outstanding

Garthdee Field Allotments Association
Outstanding
Garthdee Field Allotments has 110 allotments and a
community garden which comprises of an orchard,
herbaceous borders, a wild flower area, toilet facilities,
communal compost bins, a polytunnel and internal paths.
The group’s current priorities include promoting green and
sustainable garden practices, food security, spreading the
advantages of allotment holding into the wider community,
improving horticultural practice on site and coordinating
volunteer visits to the community garden.
Gerrard Street Baptist Church
Advancing
Much to the delight of local residents, the group has been
developing a ‘cottage garden’ style raised bed close to
the nearby high rise flats. The group also maintains seven
planters established over the last couple of years, as well as
a new flower bed next to Gerrard Street.

Friends of Seaton Park works in partnership with Aberdeen
City Council to ensure the park is a rewarding place for
everyone to visit. The group has worked hard on several
projects, for example, formalising naturally occurring
wetlands, encouraging diversity of wildlife; re-establishing
paths to create walking and cycling routes; and refurbishing
the much-loved ex-Gas Board steam engine, named
Mr Therm, for children to play on. This year is the 70th
anniversary of the park coming into public ownership.

Granitehill House Tenants Association
Improving
A small association which has improved gardens with
plants, flowers and shrubs so the housing complex looks
nice during the summer months and the tenants can sit out
and admire them.

Friends of Sunnybank Park
Advancing
The Friends of Sunnybank Park was set up in 2010 to run
the park and keep it open, saving it from the threat of being
closed. The group took on the lease of the area and the task
of turning a derelict space into a local green oasis. Activities
now include maintenance of the paths, gardening, pruning,
care and maintenance of the allotments within the park and
litter picking.

Gwen’s Garden
Improving
The garden is in memory of Gwen Robertson who was an
inspiring member of the community. The group is creating a
beautiful space that will represent her beautiful outlook on
life, will provide a community garden for the local people
of Garthdee and help contribute to the 2020 Challenge for
Scotland’s Biodiversity Initiative.

Friends of the Denburn
Thriving
The Denburn, a peaceful natural area of waterway and
woodland, originates to the west of Aberdeen at Kingswells,
and meanders into the city centre. The group provides
stewardship for a stretch of the Denburn in the west end.

Hazlehead Primary School – Community Group
Outstanding
The group is making improvements to its school garden and
has a parent volunteer who visits weekly to plant with pupils
and take care of general maintenance. The group has also
successfully hosted a parent-volunteer event. The benches
in the school garden and in Hazlehead Park have been
painted with motivational messages, and, in partnership
with the Friends of Hazlehead Park, pupils designed a new
flower bed for the park.

Friends of Union Terrace Gardens
Outstanding
A group of likeminded citizens who feel passionately
about their city centre green space. The group’s aims
and objectives are to campaign for the conservation and
improvement of Union Terrace Gardens; to campaign for
improved public facilities such as public toilets and improved
disabled access; and to work together with any other body in
order to further these objectives.

Kittybrewster Nursery
Establishing
A local council run nursery which caters for 60 children in the
three-five age group. It is aiming to improve the nursery’s
outdoor area, extending its use for play and learning
opportunities.

Friends of Victoria and Westburn Parks
Outstanding
The group was formed in 2015 with the aim of helping the
local authority to bring a tired park back up to a standard that
would be an asset for the community, and to allow the park
to be used by the community and others.
Friends of Walker Dam
Advancing
The aim of the group is to maintain and enhance an historic
dam, pond and woodland areas. The dam has its roots in
the city’s textile industry, when it provided clean water for
bleaching greens downstream.

Knowing no Bounds
Advancing
Knowing no Bounds is run by an enthusiastic band of council
employees engaging with the diverse elements of the local
community to provide a pleasant and safe landscaped
pocket park area for all to enjoy and to watch the world go
by.
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Lord Hays Court gardeners
Improving
The project is working to improve the lives of the residents
in this sheltered housing block, by giving them an avenue to
socialise and interact through gardening.

Aberdeenshire
Brighter Bervie
Thriving
The group’s flagship project is the Voyage of Life Garden
which is a reflective pocket park in the heart of Bervie. The
group has successfully installed a public art project and
produced a beautiful sculpture trail around Bervie. The
group aims to encourage people with mixed mental and
physical abilities to participate in activities and benefit from
therapeutic gardening.

Nether Loirston Growers Association
Outstanding
The allotmenteers are keen, and the group has a hardworking
Allotment Management Committee which is always looking
for a new challenge. A wide variety of vegetables are grown
and there is a well-used polytunnel. The group members
are always optimistic that this year the weather will look
favourably on them!

Kincardine O’Neil in Bloom
Outstanding
Each year, the main focus is the planting of 60 flower tubs to
brighten up the historic village. In addition, the group takes
on other projects to improve the local environment including
litter pick days, dog waste campaigns and tree planting.

Permaculture Garden Project
Improving
Given that permaculture is now a sprouting concept, the
group’s aim is to bring the local community together and
create a food forest, dedicating an area for wildlife habitat
enrichment, a forage garden, community recreation area,
and a flower garden, free for the general public to enjoy.

Angus

Recovery Garden Project - Alcohol and Drugs Action
Thriving

Arbirlot Community Trust
Advancing
The Trust was set up to improve the local environment which
includes woodland walks, a lovely waterfall and a nature
trail. It works in partnership with the local primary school and
the church, with the support of the local authority.
Colourful Carnoustie
Advancing
The group decided to smarten up the Carnoustie end of the
local cycle path from East Haven and has created a short dry
stone dyke on one side, with wall planting and sustainable
planting on the other. Directly opposite there is a small
area of untended ground which the group has seeded with
wildflowers. It is felt that these two areas will enhance one
of the entrances to the town for residents and visitors alike.

The group, which consists of members who are in recovery
from either alcohol or drugs misuse, meets weekly at
Hazledene Nurseries and has the use of a polytunnel and
some outside cold frames. The group grows vegetables,
fruit and flowers, with the produce grown divided among the
group and any surplus used at a cooking group.

Fairlie Good Gardeners
Thriving
The group was established in 2010 to improve the grounds
around Fairlie House, a local authority facility in Kirriemuir.
The group has undertaken extensive work to transform the
neglected area into an attractive welcoming space.

Slopefield Allotment Association
Outstanding
Slopefield Allotment Association works to promote and share
gardening expertise and knowledge, encourage the use of
sustainable gardening methods and develop partnerships
with the local community and the local primary school.

Keptie Friends
Advancing
Keptie Friends formed in September 2015 to look after
Keptie Pond and the surrounding park in Arbroath. The
group organises a Clean Up on the last Sunday of every
month and has had up to 50 volunteers join in for various
duties designed to improve the pond and the park.
.
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Friends of Granton Castle Garden Group
Establishing
The group campaigns to safeguard and restore a derelict
late-medieval walled garden. The group aims to share the
wonderful history of the garden and to encourage people to
take part in gardening and environmental activities.

Argyll and Bute
Ardentinny Conservation & Heritage Group
Outstanding
Coronation Wood is a small area in the village which was
planted in 1953 by the children of the village to commemorate
the Queen’s Coronation. Over the years’ the wood had
become neglected and inaccessible, so the group decided
to regenerate the area. A record of all the trees and plants
was taken and any subsequent plantings have been with
native species. Other projects include reinstating a nature
trail, beach cleans and planting tubs throughout the village
with edible flowers and herbs.

Friends of Pilrig Park
Thriving
The group works with the local community, local businesses,
the City of Edinburgh Council and other partners to make
positive changes that benefit the park, the local environment
and local communities. The aim is to make Pilrig Park a
great green space in the city for all to enjoy.

Benmore and Kilmun Community Trust
Thriving
The Trust supports other local groups and projects within
the community including ‘The Shore Sweepers’, a clean up
group, and the improvement of a large green space called
Graham’s Point at the waterfront in Kilmun.

Friends of Seven Acre Park
Thriving
The volunteers help with a range of projects including
fundraising, wildflower seeding, fence painting, installing
bird boxes and helping create a woodland walk, as well as
contributing to the management of the park.

Innellan Wildlife Watch Group
Outstanding
The group has a school garden which is formed of two parts:
a raised bed area, growing a large variety of edibles and
pollinators; and a wildlife area based on a reclaimed area
of land at the back of the playground to encourage wildlife.
Innellan Wildlife Watch has also constructed a pond and
installed squirrel and nest boxes in the hope of attracting
further wildlife.

Friends of Starbank Park
Outstanding
The park is at the centre of a very active and caring
neighbourhood. The Friends group has developed into a
strong, friendly team, with two volunteer garden sessions
on Wednesdays and Saturdays. Engaging with the local
community, the group is currently restoring the herbaceous
border, and bee and butterfly friendly plants are prioritised.
Lochend Community Growing Project
Outstanding

City of Edinburgh
Dalkeith Road Community Garden
Improving
The group has utilised some of the unused corporate land at
this Scottish Widows site and developed 10 raised beds, a
seating area and a shed. The local school is engaged and is
building an environmentally friendly greenhouse.
Edinburgh Student Housing Co-op
Establishing
An autonomous community of 106 committed to creating
better student housing. As part of this, the Co-op is
embarking on a project not many students in Edinburgh
have the privilege of - a garden! It is also working with the
Friends of the Meadows and Bruntsfield Links to maintain
common spaces.

Lochend Community Growing Project was created by
the charity Carr Gomm which wished to develop derelict
greenspaces in the area to encourage people to lead
healthier lives. Lochend Secret Garden was the first project
developed. There are 52 individual growing beds and
outreach beds for use by groups, a large shed, polytunnel
and a pizza oven. Workshops and social events are held
throughout the year which are open to all in the community.

Friends of Figgate Park
Advancing
A group of volunteers who are involved in enhancing the
value of the park for wildlife and for the enjoyment of the
community. The park, which is inland of Portobello, is owned
and managed by the City of Edinburgh Council. It has a
diverse range of habitats including woodland, a pond, a
burn, meadow and hedges.
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Newhaven Heritage Community Garden
Thriving

Dundee City
Ardler Environment Group
Thriving
The members are all volunteers, ranging from 20 year olds
to over 70s, and include three wheelchair volunteers, one
coming four miles from the other side of Dundee every
Wednesday morning. Many of the plants are kept in the
greenhouses at the council’s Camperdown Park, where they
are cared for with watering and helpful advice.
Attic Community Garden & Orchard
Thriving
Supported by local volunteers, the Attic Community Garden
aims to develop and maintain the garden and orchard spaces
to improve the local environment, develop sustainability by
producing flowers, fruit and vegetables, building biodiversity,
and providing an attractive outdoor meeting venue for young
and old alike to enjoy.

The group is currently looking after an old fishermen’s burial
ground and adding fish shaped borders and planters with
herbs and trees. Members have created stepping stones in
the garden and added fruit bushes in another corner, as well
as spreading wild flowers and seeds to entice wildlife and
butterflies.

Bonnie Dundee
Outstanding
Bonnie Dundee is a group of independent volunteers of
all ages, working in partnership with Dundee City Council,
dedicated to improving the local environment. In 2016, the
group was awarded a Tesco ‘Bags of Help’ Grant for £12,000
which it used to build a community garden in the new Slessor
Gardens, which is part of the multimillion Waterfront Project.

The Grove Community Garden
Thriving
Community garden consisting of over 200 members,
gardening in upcycled collars and pallets on a brownfield
site in the centre of Edinburgh.
Westburn CAN
Thriving
Westburn CAN is an innovative community-led partnership
project that aims to reduce carbon through delivery of a
range of distinct but integrated interventions. The group
has developed a community garden and horticulture food
growing hub, delivered a series of Eco arts workshops,
commissions and community events around food growing
and recycling, and built a bike container from materials
diverted from landfill. This year it has developed a series of
community harvesting and cooking events.

Douglas Community Garden
Thriving

Clackmannanshire
HMP Glenochil
Advancing
The grounds/gardens department looks to offer offenders
the chance to learn new skills relating to horticulture and
gardening, enabling them to have a good understanding
of what it takes to grow fruit, vegetables and flowers
successfully. There are three large and two smaller
polytunnels, producing fruit and vegetables which are used
in the kitchen as well as donated to local food banks.

Situated within an area of social housing, the Douglas Open
Spaces Group established a garden and community orchard
two years ago. The group has continued developing these,
as well as a community park, all of which gives a focus for
all ages.
Dundee Miley Group
Thriving
The Miley is a hidden gem, tucked in behind businesses,
houses and schools. It is an urban wildlife site, following the
line of the old Dundee to Newtyle railway. Recovered from
what was described as a ‘dump’, the hard work of the group
has transformed the site into a haven for wildlife.

Sauchie Community Group
Improving
The group carries out four litter picks a year, and encourages
the beautification of Sauchie with clean green spaces and
flowers.
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Friends of the Barnhill Rock Garden
Outstanding
The Friends’ Garden Team helps maintain the Snowdrop
Wood, Scree Bed, the Heather Bed and the beds in the
Geddes Glasshouse compound. It has recently refurbished
one of the larger beds and a raised bed. The group works
closely with the council and its gardener Michael Laird to
help maintain this important local space.

Tayview Community Garden
Thriving
The purpose of this garden is to bring the community together,
develop skills and confidence for vulnerable and isolated
individuals and create a sense of belonging. The food grown
is shared amongst the members and organisations, as well
as donated to causes in need.
The Maxwell Centre - Every1’s Garden
Outstanding
The community garden project has rejuvenated a derelict
builder’s yard into a fertile garden. The garden offers people
from this severely deprived area the opportunity to grow
their own vegetables in a safe, nurturing environment,
and encourages exercise, healthy eating and community
participation.

Green Growers
Advancing
The Green Growers, a group of pupils from Grove Academy,
look after an area of wasteland next to a nursery school. The
group’s projects have included making a path and planting
bulbs, and planting sunflowers with the nursery children.
Menzieshill Gardening Group
Thriving
The group is developing a lovely space at Menzieshill
Community Centre, growing vegetables and flowers and
trying to have as many flowering plants as possible to
encourage bees and insects and to provide a colourful
oasis. Children are involved as much as possible in the
planting and growing of the vegetables.

The Unicorn Gardeners
Advancing
The Unicorn Gardeners is a group of volunteers, community
groups such as Dundee Inclusion Group and residents who
assist with the maintenance and ongoing seasonal planting
of the 19 planters in front of the historic ship, the HM Frigate
Unicorn.

Ninewells Community Garden
Outstanding

Whorterbank Tattie Patch
Outstanding

Ninewells Community Garden aims to promote physical
activity and good health through community gardening; in an
environment where horticulture supports wellbeing, therapy
and rehabilitation. The garden is open for visitors every day
and the group works with a wide range of volunteers and
partner organisations to offer sessions throughout the week.

The Tattie Patch was just a rough, weedy space in a severely
deprived part of Dundee. Supported by the council, a group
of local residents turned it into a community garden and the
children now grow tatties, peas, carrots, onions, beans and
oats. The project has expanded into the play park, with fruit
trees and bushes.

Queen Street Community Garden
Outstanding
Once an abandoned strip of land, this well-established
wildflower garden is maintained by Grove Academy pupils,
the Nature Nutters and some adult volunteers. The group
aims to encourage biodiversity whilst creating a small oasis
of beauty in an urban area.
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Birds, bees and trees
In 2017, the theme of ‘birds, bees and trees’ was chosen as a focus for groups. To get them started,
every group received a free packet of native wildflower seeds for bees, and was asked to share their
projects and stories of everything they did to celebrate this theme.
Here are some examples of what the groups got up to:

Sheila Gordon, Friends of Seaton Park: “In February we
planted a community orchard. Whilst working on the
planting, a group of schoolchildren who were in the park on
a welly walk, came along. They asked if they could join in
and help us plant the trees. We all had an excellent time
planting the trees. It is great to think that when the trees are
fully mature, there will be some young people who will
remember the day they planted the trees which they are
picking fruit from. We also had a weeding expedition to the
trees in July. It was just the committee who came along to
dig out around the bases of the trees to aerate the ground
and allow water to disperse. We were joined by two birds
rather than children on that occasion!”.

Bonnie Dundee – container garden project: “We have a
tarmac area with 13 tubs planted with bee friendly annuals
such as cosmos, ageratum and Dahlia Mignon Series and
also planted with herbs such as thyme, oregano and lemon
balm. Additionally, we have 14 tubs forming an Urban
Orchard underplanted with wildflowers.
“This year we worked with the Overgate Shopping Centre
(they had the money!) and Rockwell Learning Centre (for
children with social, emotional and behavioural needs) and
turned a grey unused area into a wildflower garden
(especially Borage for bees), and also turned a neglected
space into a garden with birdfeeders, bird bath and table and
bee friendly year-round plants such as an apple tree, hebes
and dahlias.”

Nancy MacQueen, Organic Growers of Fairlie: “The
photo is of one of our young members installing a bird box in
a tree. We also had a tree trail where the youngsters had to
find trees and we had fairies in the wood for the wee ones.”

Wellington Allotment Gardens Association: Poppies for
bees.
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Friends of Holmhills Park: The group took part in the
RSPB ‘Big Garden Bird Watch’ in January and also held a
‘Dawn Chorus’ event in May when it recorded birdsong.
There were a lot of waxwings around Christmas and since
the start of year the group has entered bird data on Birdtrack
- a national bird census that can be viewed by the public.
Volunteers donated birdfeeders which have been installed in
the woodland and have also planted wildflowers for
pollinators.

Recovery Garden Project - Alcohol and Drugs Action:
growing on apple trees.

Craigneuk Allotment Association: healthy apple trees.

Lomond Community Garden and Allotments: Bee
keeping.

Dundasvale Community Garden: lavender for bees.

Jean Stewart, Keptie Friends - Dougal the doddery duck
– campaign to educate people not to feed bread to
birds: “All our young people in Keptie Friends are so much
more aware of the environment and they regularly teach us
a thing or two on our Sunday Clean Ups. They ‘lecture’ us
adults, especially about not feeding bread to the ducks and
will often be seen giving bags of bird seed in exchange for
bread to adults, who now know better!”.

Getting Better Together Ltd: school children made and
decorated ‘bee’ pots to brighten up the area around the bug
hotel.
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Glebe Greenspace (Athelstaneford)
Thriving
Within a two-acre field on the edge of the village, the
group is transforming an area into a greenspace suitable
for community use. It has developed the land to grow fruit,
vegetables and flowers, for the parish community to enjoy,
and is ensuring the area still attracts a wide range of wildlife.

East Ayrshire

The Ridge
Outstanding
The Ridge garden is a community-based project in a
backland area behind the High Street in Dunbar. The site
is currently on a five year lease from East Lothian Council.
The garden is cared for by a few part-time staff, by clients
referred by local doctors or social workers and by volunteers.
Netherthird Community Development Group
Thriving
The group has developed a community garden, a community
nature walk and a community hub in the village, as well as
planting trees, shrubs, plants and flowers.

Wingate Tenants & Residents Association
Advancing
A small group of volunteers who care for three planters,
donated by East Lothian Council, and plant bulbs with
support from Dunbar in Bloom.

East Dunbartonshire

Falkirk

Milngavie Community Council
Establishing
Volunteers from Milngavie in Bloom and the local council
are working to improve a previously neglected space for
community use. The project is in its second year, having
received Stalled Spaced funding last year.

Communities Along the Carron
Outstanding
A volunteer community group regenerating the River Carron
and 16 communities it runs through. The group does
this via education, community engagement, connecting
communities and through physical transformation.
Community Green Initiative
Outstanding
A volunteer group working for the environmental clean-up
and enhancement of the greenspaces of Dunipace and
Denny. It is the originator of the Green Dog Walkers Project
(GDW), and runs litter picks, highlighting whenever possible
the issue of dog fouling and promoting GDW. The group’s
Wildlife Monitoring Project is proving really interesting.

East Lothian
Amisfield Preservation Trust
Outstanding
The Trust aims to restore and develop the historic Amisfield
Walled Garden for the enjoyment and benefit of the public
and, in particular, for the health, wellbeing and education of
the local community. There are over 40 volunteers working
on a regular weekly basis, together with one primary school
class and a group of secondary school pupils studying for a
qualification in Rural Skills. The volunteer group includes 11
adults with learning difficulties.

Friends of the Earth Falkirk
Outstanding
The group started community gardening as a response to
the litter issue in Falkirk. It’s initial two gardens were a direct
response to litter blackspots in the town centre. The more
substantial of the town centre gardens is the Bean Row
Vegetable Garden, where planting and harvest is geared
towards the group’s now annual ‘Soup and Stovies’ event,
which celebrates local food and community volunteering.

Gilmerton House Kitchen Garden
Improving
The project was formed to increase learning and knowledge
through the facilitating of horticultural courses and the sharing
of traditional skills. It seeks to maintain and protect physical
and mental health by encouraging volunteering amongst
groups vulnerable to poor mental health. Produce from the
garden will be supplied to a range of outlets, including local
farmers’ markets to help sustain the enterprise beyond initial
grant investment.

Hamilton Street Residents
Outstanding
The amount of work undertaken to enhance the communal
space for the residents at Hamilton Street has been fantastic
– resulting in beautiful seating areas with raised beds. The
residents are all so delighted and proud of what they have
now – with a responsibility to keep the area nice for each
other to enjoy.
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Halbeath Environmental Improvement Group
Thriving
The group is improving the area through creative use of
old wheelbarrows as planters, planting and keeping tidy
marginal areas by the roadside and imaginative sustainable
planting of containers and planters. The group also assists
Fife Council in weeding the council planters at the entrance
to the village.

Fife
‘Bloomin’ lovely Comrie Community Centre
Thriving
The group strives to make the village brighter by planting
trees, flowers and bulbs to enhance the neighbourhood and
encourage wildlife and works with a diverse age group.
Blooming Dairsie
Thriving

Hayfield Community Centre Management
Outstanding
The community centre is located on the north side of
Kirkcaldy and is used regularly by numerous groups, from
parent and toddlers to a dominoes club. One of the assets
is the gardening space, in which there are raised beds, a
maze, wild flower beds and ample colour.
Kinghorn Harbour Residents and Environmental Group
Thriving

The group aims to put some colour into the village, for its
inhabitants and all the traffic passing through, by planting
wild native flowers and cottage garden plants. This year the
group supported the village school to make a community
garden.
CLEAR Buckhaven
Outstanding
In addition to community gardening, the group has planted
a 2,000 tree woodland, another 400 fruit trees in public
spaces, completely replanted shrub-beds in two parks and
roadsides, planted around 45,000 spring bulbs, restored a
section of lost tree avenue by planting extra-heavy standard,
as well as the usual planters and hanging baskets. The work
is carried out almost entirely by volunteers.

The group maintains and improves planting throughout
Kinghorn harbour alongside the Fife Coastal Path. In
recent years, the group has facilitated the erection of new
seating, provided a children’s litter bin in the play park and
constructed a new feature shipwreck planter. The group also
undertakes quarterly beach surveys and litter picks for the
Marine Conservation Society and DEFRA.

Crombie Village
Advancing
Crombie is a small village on the outskirts of Dunfermline.
The village has worked together to fundraise and create an
improved environment for all, with planters being placed
and villagers now taking an interest. The group has also
successfully fundraised for a community garden.

Kirkcaldy Old Kirk Trust
Outstanding
Kirkcaldy Old Kirk Trust maintains the oldest building in
Kirkcaldy: the historic Old Kirk at the heart of the town. The
group also maintains the flower borders at the approach
to the historic graveyard, with kestrel, hedgehog and
tortoiseshell butterflies being frequent visitors.

East March Street, Kirkcaldy, community gardens and
allotments
Thriving
The group runs allotments and a community garden on
waste ground sites previously managed by Fife Council. The
areas are utilised by the community for growing, and there is
seating and flowers for anyone in the local area to use. The
food grown on the allotment is distributed to local people
and given to a care home.

Links Road Leven Neighbourhood Watch
Thriving
The group maintains floral displays along the road and
liaises with local community groups including Take a Pride
in Levenmouth, the community council and the Community
Police.
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Muchty in Bloom
Outstanding
The small group of volunteers cares for 43 planters in 20
locations and has transformed a shrub bed into a flower
bed. For spring, the group planted 1,500 crocus bulbs which
were donated by the Rotary Club to mark the world-wide
eradication of polio.

Dundasvale Community Garden
Improving

Ravenscraig Walled Gardens
Thriving
The plots and polytunnels on site are utilised by a number
of community groups – several nurseries, the Sinclair group
(ASN adults), Nourish Scotland and there is also input from
the community payback team. Greener Kirkcaldy sublets an
area of the site and also delivers a range of training sessions.
There are externally managed beehives and a willow bed.

This garden is a ‘wee sun trap’ and certainly everything that
is planted flourishes, in what indeed feels like one of the
brightest spots in the city! Banter is exchanged over the
fence between growers and bowlers, and produce is used
to make soup for local residents on winter evenings.

Urquhart & Berrylaw Community Garden Delights
Thriving
The group aims to get the community active and to enjoy
the semi-rural area they live in. Being the Western Gateway
into Dunfermline, the ongoing aims are to ensure visitors
driving into Dunfermline are met with welcoming, dazzling
floral displays with well-maintained floral bedding.

Friends of Kelvindale Railway Station
Advancing
Official adopters for Kelvindale Railway Station, the group
has created an open air public art gallery and wonderful
wildflower, pollinator friendly gardens from what had been a
very utilitarian space.

Wellwood Community Council
Thriving
Wellwood Community Council is facing some challenges
over the next year, as the village expands. The group aims
to dig and rake large areas which have recently been under
development, plant grass seeds and new bulbs for the year
ahead.

G3 Growers
Thriving
The garden is managed communally, with produce shared
amongst members. There are regular drop in sessions
facilitated by group members and Anderston Primary school
has been involved with the garden via planting sessions.
There are information and resources available to growers in
the communal shed.

Glasgow City
Cook Grow Sew and Change
Outstanding
Cook Grow Sew and Change is a well-established and
successful community gardening project, one of the many
community-focused projects delivered by the West of
Scotland Regional Equality Council. The people accessing
the garden are of a diverse demographic and clearly benefit
a great deal in different ways from the project. The garden is
a pleasant, open and welcoming place to be.

Gateway Residents Association
Outstanding

Croftburn Allotment Association
Thriving
A small allotment association based in Croftfoot in Glasgow.
A pond has been completed, and a wild flower area sown to
encourage greater diversity. There has been a Community
Learning Exchange involving other allotment groups, and a
MacMillan Cancer event and an Open Day.

This year, the group has erected commemoration railings to
the Victoria Infirmary, which closed in 2015 after 125 years
of service to the south side of Glasgow. Once the area has
been redeveloped, the group aims to keep the memory of
the hospital alive.
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Kingsway Community Garden
Thriving
This well-established group adopted an old football field
which is surrounded by multi-storey flats. It has created a
colourful garden which undoubtedly improves the look and
feel of the area.

The Courtyard Community Garden
Advancing
The gardeners grow herbs and vegetables that can be
freshly harvested and handed straight to the café kitchen for
production. The café has begun composting its food waste
to be used on the raised beds and more local people have
started to take notice of the garden as a place of interest.

OUR LANE Project - how to improve your neighbourhood
in simple steps
Advancing
This is an ambitious project to develop the common lane
between Ledard Road and Cartvale Road. The group is
endeavouring to create a place where neighbours can
meet for a BBQ, sit on a bench, plant and grow herbs
and vegetables, all in an environment where children are
welcome and can play safely.

The Urban Roots Initiative
Outstanding
Urban Roots is a community led organisation working
across the Southside of Glasgow. The group is committed
to working with local people to improve the environment and
health of the area, through a range of activities including
community gardening, conservation and biodiversity and
planet friendly living.

Pacitti Community Garden Project
Outstanding

Turning Point Scotland Glasgow Homelessness Service
Thriving
The service provides 24-hour support for rough sleepers
in Glasgow. The group’s handy man and the service users
have worked tirelessly to transform the garden space
through landscaping, planting bulbs, growing seeds, making
planters from wood, using old furniture for planters, bird
boxes, bug hotel, wildlife garden, vegetable garden and a
vast array of flowers.
Whiteinch Centre
Establishing
The centre has recently started running a local streets
clean up, and there is a small garden which is maintained
by individual centre users and also by children in the after
school and summer programmes.

Through support of local businesses, groups, grants and
fundraising, unused backcourts were transformed into an
area for use as a garden for the community. All ages and
abilities now use the resource for art, photography, music,
and flora and fauna, plus some vegetable projects.

Woodside Community Garden
Thriving
The growers are passionate about maximising the potential
of their growing space, encouraging more residents to
venture through the gate and enjoy the precious commodity
of greenery peeking between the high-rise flats. Since
its construction, the garden has not only been host to an
impressive array of edible produce and flowers, but also a
site for creative arts activities and strengthening community
cohesion.

South Seeds Croft
Outstanding

South Seeds Croft is an urban haven built on a disused tennis
court in Queen’s Park recreation grounds. It’s a community
growing space where local residents are allocated a plot for
one growing season. With support, guidance and access to
tools and equipment, residents learn to grow their own food.
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Moray

Highland
Raasay Walled Garden
Thriving
After many years of neglect, the community decided to get
Raasay Walled Garden back into production and have spent
the last few years clearing the site and planning the garden.
Having secured a Climate Challenge Fund grant, this year
the group has provided employment and the opportunity to
start growing, promoting and selling local, seasonal produce.

Strategic Partnership for Improving the City of Elgin SPICE
Thriving

Watten Community Council
Outstanding
The group is continuing to develop a previously neglected
area of woodland, planting species of trees and shrubs to
provide a source of food and shelter for wildlife. It is also
involved in the primary and nursery school’s project to
create habitats for pollinating insects and, with the help of
volunteers, it is creating small, insect friendly areas around
the village.

SPICE is a multi partner group working to make Elgin a
welcoming place, by dealing with litter, dog fouling and by
enhancing green spaces within the town.

Inverclyde

North Ayrshire

Colourful Kilmacolm
Thriving
The group’s aim is to promote, for the benefit of residents
and the surrounding area, the enhancement of the village
of Kilmacolm by the provision of floral displays and planters.

Beith Orr Park Neighbourhood Watch
Advancing
The group holds an annual litter pick along with other
community events. Following a recent clean up event, the
group cleared a derelict piece of ground and transformed it
into a community garden which is well used and respected.

Wellington Allotment Gardens Association
Outstanding
A 105 year old allotment site with 34 plots. The allotmenteers
range in age from students at a local college to a 90-year-old
lady. There have been many improvements over the years,
including a members’ cabin with loo and electricity, secure
fencing and gates, a polytunnel and the group has started a
communal composting scheme.

Largs Organic Gardens
Advancing
The group has started to create a Viking themed community
garden within an area adjacent to the main platform at Largs
railway station. As the garden site is on an old railway track
bed, the group is growing predominately in raised beds
and whiskey barrels. The group is working on increasing
biodiversity in the area and including local people in growing
their own organic food.

Midlothian
Midlothian Growing Together
Thriving
The project has a community garden in Dalkeith Country
Park, a growing space at Vogrie Country Park and the use
of a greenhouse at Fairfield house. The group hosts regular
workshops and open days for families. Volunteers can
learn all aspects of landscaping and horticulture, including
fence building, raised bed construction, fruit and vegetable
growing and wildlife promotion.
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Organic Growers of Fairlie
Outstanding

Friends of Centenary and West End Parks Airdrie
Outstanding
The group has created provisions for a wide range of
visitors, including historic information walks, an evening light
trail, sensory garden, jogging track, wildlife pond, art works
and three play areas which provide facilities for all ages and
abilities.
Getting Better Together Ltd
Outstanding
This health improvement organisation operates across
many sectors of the local and regional community, striving
to be inclusive and empowering to all. The garden offers
something that people can get involved with, use and enjoy.
Every year there are new projects, continually expanding
the way that the garden can be of benefit to people in the
community.

Organic Growers of Fairlie is a sustainable, organic
community garden growing vegetables and fruit, with
extended season growing in three large polytunnels
catering for up to 200 local members. The group involves
the community with events, and its forest nature walk with
a pond allows visitors a chance to enjoy the site. There are
trails and hunts for children and school visitors, and the
group has adopted its local station.

Glenboig Neighbourhood House
Outstanding
The group delivers an environmental project within the
community, tending to the gardens of older and vulnerable
people. It is in the process of developing community
allotments, and funding has been secured to kick-start the
project which will be developed in partnership with the Seven
Lochs Project, TCV, local groups and volunteers within the
community.

North Lanarkshire
Beverley Park Residents Association
Advancing

Greenhead Moss Community Group
Outstanding
Work carried out within the local nature reserve includes
litter picks, woodland and meadow management, path
construction and repairs, and painting boardwalk, bollards
and structures within the reserve. The group also holds
community events which wouldn’t be a success without
the help from local businesses which provide charitable
donations.
Hope Community Garden Project
Thriving
The group aims to educate the residents of Cumbernauld
on how to grow their own vegetables and salad. The group
also hosts Easter parties and coffee mornings, and garden
courses with the elderly. The group involves a wide range of
volunteers including those facing mental health issues, and
has achieved a Sensory Garden Award.

Formed in August 2016, this community group in Plains
represents around 130 properties and has an active
committee of 14 people. The group works together to make
the open spaces and common grounds of Beverley Park
Housing brighter and more beautiful.

Pride in Carbrain
Thriving
The group plants up and maintains neglected green spaces
within the community, working with residents and local
schools. The group adopted two local stations and has
plans to extend the planting. It works in partnership with
Cumbernauld Living Landscape to improve the environment,
not just of Carbrain but that of Cumbernauld.

Craigneuk Allotment Association
Outstanding
Built in the middle of a housing scheme, the allotments
are the hub of the community and involve everyone. The
group works in partnership with the local primary school’s
mainstream and autistic units to teach children about the
importance of plants, wildlife, healthy eating and looking
after the environment. As stated by a group member: ‘Our
allotments don’t just grow fruit and vegetables, they grow
our future.’
17

It’s Your Neighbourhood

2017 Entrants and Achievements
Watch US Grow
Outstanding
Watch US Grow offers a unique environment where adults
with a range of support needs and volunteers, some of
whom experience mental health challenges, can grow and
develop through horticulture, working with others and being
part of a supportive and encouraging ethos. Everyone works
very hard and enjoy the tasty fruit and vegetables which
they have helped grow.

Renfrewshire
Bee Happy
Advancing
The group hopes to provide a real sense of community
pride, cohesion and spirit. In the first few months, Bee
Happy volunteers tidied up neglected areas in Houston.
Planting has also taken place across the village, brightening
up corners and greenspaces. Many more small projects are
planned over the next couple of years to make Houston even
more beautiful. Bee Happy uses the Houston Community
Facebook page to advertise its work and to get feedback.

Perth & Kinross
Blooming Balbegie
Thriving

Grow in Glenburn
Outstanding
Grow in Glenburn is a community garden in south Paisley,
set in Gleniffer Braes Country Park. The group maintains
the area which was formerly the kitchen garden of a country
manor house, and is mindful of this heritage as it develops
a growing area. Last year, solar powered lighting and a
composting toilet improved the facilities further.
The Friends of Barshaw Park
Advancing

The group plants bulbs for spring, plants up half barrel
planters and wooden troughs and has planted some trees.
It has also tidied the village and has joined in with the local
primary school to grow some flowers.
Luncarty & Redgorton in Bloom
Improving
This year has been the group’s first serious attempt at
getting the local area looking blooming fantastic! The group
has lots of local support and has started by planting out 20
planters with the hope to expand further.

An enthusiastic group determined to see the park well
maintained and developed. The committee represents the
work of the Paisley Model Engineers, which runs a miniature
railway in the park, the Paisley Model Yacht Club which sails
and competes on the pond, and a small team of gardening
volunteers who are rejuvenating the Edwardian Walled
Peace Garden.

Take a Pride in North Muirton
Improving
The group is focussed on community members reinvigorating
public spaces with planting and landscaping projects.
It was set up in 2016 to improve two large beds, with the
Community Payback Scheme carrying out the foundation
work and a group of six volunteers taking on planting and
maintenance.

Scottish Borders
Ancrum Biodiversity Group
Advancing
Ancrum Biodiversity Group currently maintains a small
number of old and new projects which support a wildlife
friendly environment, for example, the group creates areas
which become ‘natural’ habitats for bugs, birds and small
mammals.
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Whitsome Enhancement Group
Advancing
The group was formed to enhance the village by providing
and maintaining planters, and to look after the garden area
around the village hall known as The Ark. A secondary duty is
to erect the Christmas lights along the High Street each year.

West Dunbartonshire
Alexandria Community Growing Space
Thriving
The growing space is a new project set up by the Blue Triangle
Housing Association and the Leamy Foundation, which aims
to create opportunities for local residents to connect with each
other and grow food sustainably. The project has converted
an underused back green into a community space with raised
beds and a greenhouse. More growing spaces stretch out into
the surrounding housing areas and offer people opportunities
to grow food on their doorsteps.

South Lanarkshire
East Mains Community Council
Improving
The community council for East Mains, East Kilbride runs a
‘Village in Bloom’, a local environmental project. It currently
has 22 tubs located throughout the conservation village,
which it plants for the summer season with a variety of plants
and flowers.

Clyde Shopping Centre
Thriving
The staff of Clyde Shopping Centre are engaging with their
local community, inviting school children to learn about and
participate in their environmental initiatives. The staff educate
the children about a variety of sustainable practices, from
recycling and composting to growing their own food. The
centre has its own beehives, wildlife eco trail, hens, raised
beds and a polytunnel.

Forth Eco Project
Outstanding
Forth is a former mining village and, in 2004, Forth Initiative
was set up to help make the community beautiful and
green. The initiative has secured grant funding for many
environmental projects - one of which is the Forth Eco-site.
The site has three polytunnels and indoor and outdoor raised
beds for growing produce and flowers for the community. The
site also runs eco workshops, from crafts through to making
comfrey feed, and is an invaluable meeting place for local
residents.

Faifley Community Allotment Society
Thriving
The community allotments are at the centre of Faifley in
Clydebank. The site was previously a dilapidated garden and
has now been turned into allotments and gardens. The plots
vary in size and have a wide range of uses from food growing
to ornamental gardening.

Friends of Holmhills Wood Community Park
Improving
Holmhills Wood Community Park is an important part of the
greenspace for Cambuslang. It includes Holmhills Wood,
wildflower meadows, a pond, sports pitches and is the site for
Cathkin High School and Rutherglen High School. Improving
the state of the park and engaging with the local community is
an important project which is being led by this group.

Lomond Community Gardens & Allotments
Outstanding
The community garden and allotments were established in
a previously disused greenspace. The site is surrounded by
residential properties in the Loch Lomond and Trossachs
National Park. Volunteers have used their skills to develop
the area into a very well maintained mix of small allotments,
gardens and an orchard. 19 people now have allotments, and
there are four beehives and a polytunnel.

Friends of the Calder
Improving
Friends of the Calder is a small group of volunteers who give
time and effort to try to enhance and beautify the green spaces
around Blantyre and principally at Greenhall and Milheugh.
Meetings are also attended by South Lanarkshire Council.
The group discusses a range of topics from preserving or
improving the existing nature trails and woodland, to the
pursuit of additional bridges across the River Calder and
protection of the eroding riverbanks including looking out for
the natural wildlife.

West Lothian
Ecclesmachan & Threemiletown Community Council
Thriving
Ecclesmachan & Threemiletown Community Council
An active group that has delivered projects that benefit the
community and make the surrounding countryside more
accessible. It has secured funding to create floral beds and
planters, making attractive entrances to the villages.

Stirling
Greener Cambusbarron
Outstanding
The group is actively working with other organisations to
improve and develop the look of the local environment through
planting and regeneration projects – making the village a nice
place to live, work and visit.
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