
Sunnyside Primary School - Nae Straw At Aw 

 
The whole school played a part in researching the problem of li�er by carrying out many local Clean 

Ups.  The pupils were par�cularly concerned with milk cartons and plas�c straws, as they es�mated a 

staggering 30,000 cartons and straws are used in Glasgow schools each day.  Their sculpture is a gannet, 

an iconic seabird, made from milk cartons and papier mache with a transparent stomach showing the 

contents to include mul�ple pieces of plas�c as well as fish.  They have also created a campaign, 

#NaeStrawAtAw, in partnership with Ullapool Primary, encouraging individuals and businesses to reduce 

their use of plas�c straws. 

For further information see www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools 

Pupils from schools in Glasgow and surrounding 

authorities were invited to take part in a competition to 

challenge young people to investigate why drinks 

packaging such as bottles, cans, coffee cups and juice 

cartons presents such a litter problem, and to explore 

potential solutions.  The competition asked entrants to 

consider the global impacts of single use drinks 

packaging.   

Each entry consisted of a collaborative piece of 

artwork, accompanied by a short report which 

explained their concerns and details findings and 

solutions they found.   

Out of 24 entries, twelve schools made the final judging 

panel and five were selected as finalists to have their 

work displayed in an exhibit at the Gallery of Modern 

Art in Glasgow in October 2017. 



Sunnyside Primary School: Nae Straw At Aw 

Sunnyside Primary is a School of Conservation. We 

are always looking for ways to protect our wildlife and 

environment from the dangers of plastic. It’s a big 

problem!  The children kept our playground clean with 

regular ‘litter picks’. 

We clean up our Local Nature Reserve, We clean up 

beaches , We always find plastic!  How does this fit in 

with Single-use Drinks Containers?  We’ve recognised 

that litter caused by single–use drinks containers and 

straws has been a problem for a while now.   

They discovered that plastic was our biggest 

problem!  P1/2 have been litter picking in the 

playground and learned about Beach Cleans 

with Katie Morag.  Pupils were shocked to 

see the plastic & litter on the Isle of Struay! 

Poor sea creatures .  When the After School 

Nature Club were out exploring our local 

environment, pupils were saddened to see so 

much plastic – particularly bottles in with the 

swans.  They were trying to eat it! 

Primary 7 pupils, aka Sunnyside Ocean Defenders, decided to take more direct action. They went on the 

Campaign Trail, visiting Ullapool to work jointly with Ullapool Primary. Their aim was to try to persuade local 

businesses to swap plastic straws for alternatives.  The children made ‘sample bags’ to allow the businesses to 

try alternatives.  Our mission in Ullapool is to encourage business owners to ditch plastic straws. We made up 

trial packs of paper & PLA straws & info cards.  They hope to target our local Shopping Area – Glasgow Fort - 

and will continue to spread their message about not using plastic straws. Ullapool Primary will return the visit in 

March and the children will again campaign together. 



Why Milk Cartons? We use milk cartons every day in our 

School Dinner Hall, so it’s something that we are a part of. 

The milk cartons have plastic straws.  P4/3 looked into the 

possibility of recycling the cartons and discovered that they 

can be recycled but they are not currently picked up by 

Glasgow City Council.   

P3 and P7 created our Gannet with a 

Sore Tummy. The model shows that 

the gannet has eaten mackerel and 

plastic straws.  Milk cartons have been 

used as feathers on the wings.  Food 

chain links demonstrate that plastic is 

now an integral part of the food chain.  

We hope to promote awareness that 

plastic straws and single use cartons 

are a real problem. 

Why a Gannet?  Primary 3/2 learned about gannets 

and puffins   Primary 3 remembered: ‘They dive in the 

water so fast it makes a big splash!  We measured 

wings of different birds. The gannet had really big 

wings’– Amber    

 

‘Gannets eat litter. Plastic gets stuck in the gannets 

tummy. If it’s sharp it can infect the gannet.’ – Olivia 

 

P2/3 decided that gannets needed help so they made 

posters to ask for that help. 

Primary 7 looked at the numbers: In our school 

we receive 120 cartons per day. That makes 600 

per week and 23,400 in a school year. 

 

Glasgow Schools receive 30,000 cartons per 

day. That makes 150,000 per week and 

5,850,000 per school year.  What a lot of waste 

going to Landfill! 
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Sustainable Development Education: 

We provide education initiatives for children, young people and educators 

which focus on environmental issues to improve understanding and 

encourage positive action. Our work includes the Eco-Schools Scotland 

programme, teacher professional learning programmes connected to 

Learning for Sustainability, One Planet Picnic, Food and the Environment, 

Wrigley Litter Less and Young Reporters Scotland. 

Sustainability and Climate Change: 

We work with organisations and communities to help people to reduce 

carbon emissions, improve local areas and adapt to the impacts of climate 

change. We manage and develop the Sustainable Scotland Network, which 

works to improve the Scottish public sector's performance on sustainability 

and climate change and we administer the Government’s Climate 

Challenge Fund which provides support, resources, training and events to 

support communities taking action on climate change. 

Local Environmental Quality: 

We provide advice and support to help create and maintain cleaner, safer 

and healthier local environments where people and communities can thrive. 

We run programmes to award quality beaches and parks, two beautification 

campaigns - Beautiful Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood, the Clean Up 

Scotland campaign to build community pride, and a range of other 

community based projects for those wanting to improve their local 

environments. 

Environmental Services: 

We provide a range of environmental services including audits, Local 

Environmental Audit and Management System (LEAMS), carbon 

management measures, training, our National Award for Environmental 

Excellence®, corporate social responsibility support and a range of options 

and opportunities for conformity with the Procurement Reform Act. Through 

our work we aim to help people to change the way they think about the 

environment and encourage them to take action to improve and protect it.  


