
St Monica’s Primary School - Litter is a Global Problem 

 

P6 pupils split into three teams to inves�gate the problem of drinks li�er: one team carried out a 

Clean Up, one team spoke with the local community and the final team interviewed local 

shopkeepers. They painted cans and made them into a sculpture of the world, as they felt that 

the issue of single use containers is a global problem. The pupils also plan on displaying posters in 

local shops. 

For further information see www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools 

Pupils from schools in Glasgow and surrounding 

authorities were invited to take part in a competition to 

challenge young people to investigate why drinks 

packaging such as bottles, cans, coffee cups and 

juice cartons presents such a litter problem, and to 

explore potential solutions.  The competition asked 

entrants to consider the global impacts of single use 

drinks packaging.   

Each entry consisted of a collaborative piece of 

artwork, accompanied by a short report which 

explained their concerns and details findings and 

solutions they found.   

Out of 24 entries, twelve schools made the final 

judging panel and five were selected as finalists to 

have their work displayed in an exhibit at the Gallery 

of Modern Art in Glasgow in October 2017. 



“I think it’s terrible and it looks horrible!” 

“Animals and children might cut themselves on litter outside or in parks” 

“it makes our community look messy” 

St Monica’s Primary School: Litter is a Global Problem 

At the start of our investigation, we talked in our groups about why drinks litter could be a problem in our 

local community.  The things we discussed were that animals and children might cut themselves when they 

are outside or in parks, and it makes our community look messy.  We decided that as a class we wanted to 

do something about the problem and we were excited to take part in the competition. 

We thought it would be a good idea to find out what types of drinks litter was in our local community.  This 

would help us to plan our art and design a solution to the problem.  We split the class into 3 groups: litter 

pickers, shop questions and community member questions.  We put on our high-vis vests and we were 

ready to go! 

More or less everyone in our class got to litter pick.  We litter picked on a big spot of grass.  We mostly 

found cans but we also found bottles.  A group of children went to shopkeepers to ask questions, and the 

third group stopped members of the community to ask them some questions.  They felt the same as we 

did about drinks litter.  One person said “I think it’s terrible and it looks horrible!”  All of the people we 

talked to that day said that they would like a solution to the problem and shopkeepers agreed to have 

posters in their shops.   

Since we mostly found cans on our community walk, we decided to use them in our artwork.  After a vote, 

we decided to make Earth from cans that we would collect.  We brought in as many cans as we could and 

painted them blue and green.  We decided to make Earth as it linked with our topic, The Solar System, and 

because this investigation was to try to save the planet.  Our teacher, Miss McDonald, used superglue to 

stick the blue cans to the background and we stuck the green and white cans on to form the countries.  

Then we used glitter and glue on the background to make the stars in our Solar System.  The next step 

was to design a solution to the problem since the shopkeepers all said that they would have these in their 

shops.  The solutions we came up with were bins made from recycled cans and a garden that used the 

cans as planters so that instead of dropping litter, people could donate their drinks litter to the garden  

Miss McDonald went with 4 pupils to investigate the drinks litter around Silverburn.  The shops were very 

busy, but we managed to speak to staff in Tesco, Greggs and Auntie Anne’s.  They all agreed that drinks 

litter looks dirty and that it’s bad for the environment.  They also said that they would have a solution or 

posters in their shop.  Sadly, the representative from Silverburn wasn’t available to speak to us, but Miss 

McDonald arranged for her to come to our school and we can ask her about drinks litter and if we can 

display our artwork in the shopping centre  
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Find out more at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

Sustainable Development Education: 

We provide education initiatives for children, young people and educators 

which focus on environmental issues to improve understanding and 

encourage positive action. Our work includes the Eco-Schools Scotland 

programme, teacher professional learning programmes connected to 

Learning for Sustainability, One Planet Picnic, Food and the Environment, 

Wrigley Litter Less and Young Reporters Scotland. 

Sustainability and Climate Change: 

We work with organisations and communities to help people to reduce 

carbon emissions, improve local areas and adapt to the impacts of climate 

change. We manage and develop the Sustainable Scotland Network, which 

works to improve the Scottish public sector's performance on sustainability 

and climate change and we administer the Government’s Climate 

Challenge Fund which provides support, resources, training and events to 

support communities taking action on climate change. 

Local Environmental Quality: 

We provide advice and support to help create and maintain cleaner, safer 

and healthier local environments where people and communities can thrive. 

We run programmes to award quality beaches and parks, two beautification 

campaigns - Beautiful Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood, the Clean Up 

Scotland campaign to build community pride, and a range of other 

community based projects for those wanting to improve their local 

environments. 

Environmental Services: 

We provide a range of environmental services including audits, Local 

Environmental Audit and Management System (LEAMS), carbon 

management measures, training, our National Award for Environmental 

Excellence®, corporate social responsibility support and a range of options 

and opportunities for conformity with the Procurement Reform Act. Through 

our work we aim to help people to change the way they think about the 

environment and encourage them to take action to improve and protect it.  


