
Calderwood Primary School - How Our Sea Could Look 

 
P2 pupils at Calderwood Primary school linked their concern of drinks li�er with the impact that this has 

on marine wildlife.  One pupil commented: “If all the fish are sick from ea�ng plas�c bo�les and we eat 

the fish then we will have sore tummies”.  To raise awareness of this issue, the pupils collected 239 

bo�le caps from the whole school and created a mosaic of how the sea could look without plas�c drinks 

container waste.  The children are sharing their plas�c recycling message with the community, and have 

decided to refill their own water bo�les instead of buying single use ones. 

For further information see www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/ecoschools 

Pupils from schools in Glasgow and surrounding 

authorities were invited to take part in a competition to 

challenge young people to investigate why drinks 

packaging such as bottles, cans, coffee cups and 

juice cartons presents such a litter problem, and to 

explore potential solutions.  The competition asked 

entrants to consider the global impacts of single use 

drinks packaging.   

Each entry consisted of a collaborative piece of 

artwork, accompanied by a short report which 

explained their concerns and details findings and 

solutions they found.   

Out of 24 entries, twelve schools made the final 

judging panel and five were selected as finalists to 

have their work displayed in an exhibit at the Gallery 

of Modern Art in Glasgow in October 2017. 



We decided as a class to use bottle caps to make our piece of art as they are small and colourful and 

could be mistaken for food by most fish .  The children decided that they wanted to make a picture to show 

how they sea should look without harmful plastic bottles. We decided as a class to use bottle caps to 

make our piece of art as they are small and colourful and could be mistaken for food by most fish.  

We discovered that the plastic bottles that are dumped in the sea everyday are collected into at least 22 

plastic garbage patches in the water all over the world. We as a class will be informing people at home 

and within school about why we need to dispose of these containers properly and we will also be 

collecting plastic litter in the playground and recycling it properly. 

Our class have the responsibility of being the schools litter bugs and we have been discussing the types of 

rubbish pupils throw away in the playground and the different affects it has on the environment. When this 

project was introduced to the children they were keen to link it to their class theme of sea life after 

investigating different ways in which plastic bottles are disposed of. The class watched different videos 

explaining how single use beverage containers can harm sea life and how these containers can harm 

ourselves also when we eat fish which have toxins in them from eating harmful plastic in the sea mistaking 

it for food. As a result of their investigations the children engaged in great discussions on how to prevent 

plastic beverage containers from being dumped in the sea and how we as a class can play a part in 

reducing how much plastic bottles we waste by using one water bottle in class and refilling them and 

reusing them.  

“My mum says we need to use any plastic bottles we waste as plant pots in the garden to grow stuff” 

“If all the fish are sick from eating plastic bottles and we eat the fish then we will have sore tummies”  

As a class of 29 (including Miss Gorman) we managed to collect a staggering 239 bottle caps over three 

weeks. As well as this, pupils from other classes also contributed 187 bottle caps to our collection. We 

sorted out our bottle caps into colour groups and then we all contributed to the design of our image. We 

decided on which animals should be on our piece of art as well as which colours we should use. After we 

collected enough bottle caps we started to piece our image together. We used a large white board as our 

canvas and were supervised when gluing the bottle caps to the board with a glue gun.  

““If we do use a plastic bottle don’t throw it away, we can recycle it and it can be made into other things like umbrellas 

and clothes” 

Calderwood Primary School: How our sea would look without harmful plastic bottles 
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Find out more at www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

Sustainable Development Education: 

We provide education initiatives for children, young people and educators 

which focus on environmental issues to improve understanding and 

encourage positive action. Our work includes the Eco-Schools Scotland 

programme, teacher professional learning programmes connected to 

Learning for Sustainability, One Planet Picnic, Food and the Environment, 

Wrigley Litter Less and Young Reporters Scotland. 

Sustainability and Climate Change: 

We work with organisations and communities to help people to reduce 

carbon emissions, improve local areas and adapt to the impacts of climate 

change. We manage and develop the Sustainable Scotland Network, which 

works to improve the Scottish public sector's performance on sustainability 

and climate change and we administer the Government’s Climate 

Challenge Fund which provides support, resources, training and events to 

support communities taking action on climate change. 

Local Environmental Quality: 

We provide advice and support to help create and maintain cleaner, safer 

and healthier local environments where people and communities can thrive. 

We run programmes to award quality beaches and parks, two beautification 

campaigns - Beautiful Scotland and It’s Your Neighbourhood, the Clean Up 

Scotland campaign to build community pride, and a range of other 

community based projects for those wanting to improve their local 

environments. 

Environmental Services: 

We provide a range of environmental services including audits, Local 

Environmental Audit and Management System (LEAMS), carbon 

management measures, training, our National Award for Environmental 

Excellence®, corporate social responsibility support and a range of options 

and opportunities for conformity with the Procurement Reform Act. Through 

our work we aim to help people to change the way they think about the 

environment and encourage them to take action to improve and protect it.  


