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Eco-Schools is the largest sustainable schools programme in the 
world and is operated internationally by the Foundation for 
Environmental Education (FEE).  It connects 15 million children, 
young people and educators through sustainable development 
education and is the biggest learning network in the world. 

 Eco-Schools is an international initiative designed to  encourage 
whole-school community action on Learning for Sustainability.  It is an 
environmental management tool, a learning resource and a 

recognised award scheme which empowers children and young people to take 
action towards an economically, socially and environmentally just world. 
 

The initiative provides a framework for learning and action which affords a wealth 
of  opportunities for linking sustainable development education, global citizenship 
and outdoor learning. Eco-Schools weaves these elements together through the 
everyday curricular work undertaken by schools and encourages closer links 
between schools and the communities around them. 
 

The UN Conference on Environment  and Development (Rio Earth Summit) in 1992 
highlighted the need to involve young people in finding solutions to sustainable 
development challenges.  The Eco-Schools programme was developed in 1994 by 
the Foundation for Environmental Education (FEE) and introduced to the UK in 
1995.   
 

There are now 63 countries on all five continents participating in the Eco-Schools 
programme.  The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) is very 
supportive of the programme and is an institutional partner of FEE, as is the 
Scottish Government.   
 

The Eco-Schools programme is managed in Scotland by Keep Scotland Beautiful.  
Keep Scotland Beautiful is the leading provider of sustainable development 
education initiatives in schools, encouraging action and behavioural change by 
young people which will leave an enduring legacy for Scotland; it is part of its work 
to help make Scotland clean and green, today and tomorrow. 

About Eco-Schools 
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What do the Sustainable Development goals have to do with my school’s Green 
Flag Journey? 

Eco-Schools is changing. You will be asked to focus on one of the goals for your 
Eco-Schools Green Flag journey. You will record all your fantastic ideas and work 
on our new online application. 
 

Why the change? 

We are inviting you to join with the rest of the world in working towards achieving 
the 17 Sustainable Development Goals by 2030 and we know that young people in 
Scottish schools can help this happen! 
 

This guide will help you to understand what the goals are about.  Whilst we have 
expanded on each goal to explain the action points for each one, they are not set 
out as a list of targets.  Schools should read them as giving the flavour of the 
overall objective of the goal. The question for each school is, “What contribution 
can we make?” 

 

• Who decided on the goals 

 

• What the 17 Sustainable Development Goals are 

 

• Why the goals are important to everyone in the world 

 

• How you and your school community can help achieve these goals 

Sustainable Development Goals for Schools 
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Who decided on the goals? 

In 2000 the UN agreed eight Millennium Development Goals with the aim to work 
towards tackling issues of the time –extreme poverty, education, gender equality, 
child mortality, maternal health, AIDS /HIV and other diseases, environmental 
issues and global partnerships. 
 

Some of the goals were met, like to halve the proportion of people living on less 
than $1 a day but to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger is far from being 
achieved.800 million people still live in extreme poverty! Therefore, new goals were 
developed. 
 

In 2015 after consulting millions of people and organisations across the world the 
final decision about what the goals would be was made by the governments of the 
United Nations. 
 

Why are the goals important? 

The goals aim to end poverty, protect the planet and try to make sure that everyone 
around the world is living comfortably.  All very important and worthwhile goals to 
work towards! 
 

Each goal has specific targets for governments to achieve over the next 14 years. 
In schools, we can help to support the meeting of these targets. 
 

How can you play your part in achieving these goals? 

In your school we know you already do lots of excellent work to make the world 
clean, green and more sustainable! 
 

We are going to ask you to match your hard work to the Sustainable Development 
Goals so you will be able to record, monitor and evaluate your progress in helping 
achieve these Goals.  
 

What shall we do now? 

 

Explore the Sustainable Development Goals. 
 

Decide which goal most suits the work you will be doing in your school and identify 
the areas that you will be working on. This will provide a theme for the whole school 
to contribute towards. 
 

Take Action! Start working on your theme from the Global Goal your school has 
decided on, to help make Scotland and the world a fairer, just and sustainable 
place. 
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Goal 1: No Poverty 

 

• End extreme poverty for all people everywhere. 
• Cut by at least half the number of people living in poverty. 
• Make sure everyone has use of basic services and technology. 
• Help the poor so they are able to cope better with climate related 

extreme events like floods, hurricanes, droughts etc. 
• Make sure the people in charge of countries make it easy for 

people to know where and how to find help if they need it. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Discuss what the word ‘poverty’ means, sensitively examining poverty within the school’s 
own community and across the world. 

 

• Invite local charities into school who work with people living in poverty to learn more about 
why people need help and what can be done to help.  

 

• Write an assembly/poster/lesson to educate others in the school about local /global poverty 
issues. 

 

• Prepare and deliver an assembly on key issues of poverty in Scotland/worldwide. 
 

• Explore events and projects in the local community that make a positive difference and get 
involved in supporting them. 

 

• Explore the difference between needs and wants discussing how and why these may differ 
from country to country. 

 

• Research natural disasters and examine the impact they can have on poorer people in 
these countries. 

 

• Create a fundraising or awareness raising campaign to help local or global charities tackle 
issues of poverty (perhaps hold a coffee morning, fashion show, talent show etc. to either 
raise money or awareness for chosen charity) 

 

• Study how different countries respond to natural disasters looking at why and how these 
responses differ. 

 

• Discuss what basic services and technologies people should be able to access. Explore 
why these services and technologies are necessary and the impact when they are not 
available. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

I can describe the physical processes of a natural disaster and discuss its impact on people and 
the landscape. SOC 2-07b 

 

I can identify the possible consequences of an environmental issue and make informed 
suggestions about ways to manage the impact. SOC 3-08a 

 

I can contribute to a discussion of the difference between my needs and wants and those of 
others around me. SOC   1-16a 

 

I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. SOC 2-16a 

 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in 
which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the 
needs of my local community. SOC 1-20a 

 

Through exploring ethical trading, I can understand how people’s basic needs are the same 
around the world, discussing why some societies are more able to meet these needs than 
others. SOC 2-20a 

 

When participating in an enterprise activity, I can explore ethical issues relating to business 
practice and gain an understanding of how businesses can help to satisfy needs. SOC 3-20a 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 1: No Poverty 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 1 Teaching Resources 

Oxfam Education 

Save the Children 

Action Aid 

Edutopia – Poverty Education Lessons 

Kids Can Make a Difference 

BBC News - What Children Think and Feel About Growing Up Poor 
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Goal 2: Zero Hunger 
 

• End hunger for all and make sure everyone can get enough 
healthy food to eat all year round. 

• Stop people getting seriously ill from eating the wrong kind or 
not enough food. 

• Double how much food small scale food producers make, 
especially women, family farmers, and  people who earn money 
by looking after herds of animals and fishermen and women. 

• Make sure we keep a wide variety of plants and animals on the 
earth by making use of scientific and traditional knowledge of plants and animals.  

• Increase the amount of money spent on farming technology. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Contact local supermarkets. Many of the large supermarkets have teaching resources on 
sustainable, local and seasonal food and offer visits to schools to share resources and cook 
with pupils. 

 

• Explore healthy living with pupils looking at food journeys and examining what we eat in 
Scotland and where our food comes from 

 

• Invite in local food producers. 
 

• Research the causes and effects of malnutrition. 
 

• Supermarket Scavenge: contact local supermarkets and ask to visit so pupils can explore 
products for sale locally.  How many products are produced in the local area? Why do food 
miles matter? 

 

• Source, taste and cook with seasonal Scottish products exploring the benefits for 
consumers, farmers and the environment. 

 

• Alternative food sources- Invite pupils to think about how they would react if food was in 
short supply would they try things they would not normally try? Maybe even some bugs for 
protein? 

 

• Host a One Planet Picnic. 
 

• Explore food marketing. Pupils create marketing campaigns to promote the eating of local 
products, sustainable food choices and maybe even the eating of bugs! 

 

• Explore advances in technology surrounding food production and the impact this has had on 
not only what we eat but the cost and quality of the food we eat. 

 

• Watch the film FOOD, INC. In the film how ‘You can change the world with every bite’ is 
explored. After watching the film discuss how food in our modern world is produced and how 
this production is affecting our health, farmers’ and workers’ rights, animal welfare and the 
environment as a whole. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Sciences 

I can explore examples of food chains and show an appreciation of how animals and plants depend on 
each other for food. SCN 1-02a 

By investigating the life cycles of plants and animals, I can recognise the different stages of their 
development. SCN 2-14a 

 

Social Studies 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in which 
this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

I can consider ways of looking after my school or community and can encourage others to care for their 
environment. SOC 1-08 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the needs of 
my local community. SOC 1-20a 

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live in a more 
environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love. RME 1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, sharing 
and human rights. RME 2-05b 

I can explain why different people think that values such as honesty, respect and compassion are 
important, and I show respect for others. RME 2-09c 

I can demonstrate my developing understanding of moral values through participating in events and 
projects which make a positive difference to others. RME 3-05b 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

When preparing and cooking a variety of foods, I am aware of the journeys which foods make from source 
to consumer, their seasonality, their local availability and their sustainability. HWB 1-35a 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in my 
school and wider community. HWB 2-13a 

Through exploration and discussion, I can understand that food practices and preferences are influenced 
by factors such as food sources, finance, culture and religion. HWB 2-34a 

Through exploration and discussion, I can understand that food practices and preferences are influenced 
by factors such as food sources, finance, culture and religion. HWB 2-34a 

Having explored a range of issues which may affect food choice, I can discuss how this could impact on 
the individual’s’ health. B 3-34a/HWB 4-34a 

When preparing and cooking a variety of foods, I am aware of the journeys which foods make from source 

to consumer, their seasonality, their local availability and their sustainability.  HWB 2-35a 

Resources 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 2 Teaching Resources        

Keep Scotland Beautiful - One Planet Picnic        

Climate Challenge Fund - Case studies on Food         

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Food and the Environment 

Food: A Fact of Life  

Grow Your Own Working Group - Resources 

Scottish Government - Good Food Nation 
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Goal 3: Good Health and Well-Being 

• Reduce the number of mothers who die during childbirth (mainly 

a problem in developing countries.) 

• Stop babies and young children dying when things can be done 

to help them (access to medicine, healthcare etc.) 

• End the spread of diseases that can kill people - AIDS, malaria, 

tropical diseases and diseases carried in water. 

• Promote mental health and well-being. 

• Help prevent people becoming addicted to drugs and alcohol.  

• Improve the treatment of those addicted to harmful substances (drugs and alcohol.) 

• By 2020 halve the number of deaths from road traffic accidents. 

• Make sure everyone is informed about and has access to family planning services and 

information. 

• Make sure everyone can get treated who needs it. 

• Reduce the number of deaths from chemicals in the air, water and soil. 

• Make sure all countries have good education and controls on smoking. 

• Help all countries to act on early warning signs when there are big health and global 

health risks. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Look at vaccinations children receive in Scotland. Explore how these help to keep children 

healthy. Compare and contrast this to a country where these vaccinations are not routinely 

given looking at reason why and the possible consequences of this. 

• Research diseases and how they spread. 

• Explore what mental health is and look at how pupils can look after their own mental health 

to contribute to their general well-being. 

• Drugs and alcohol – discuss the physical and mental effects of drugs and alcohol on the 

body. Examine the consequences of alcohol and drugs misuse on people’s lives. 

• Sign up to the Junior Road Safety Officer Programme (JRSO) so pupils can take the lead in 

highlighting road safety issues in their local area.  

• Investigate how chemicals get in to the air, water and soil and how we can protect ourselves 

against the damaging effects.  

• Pupils can write/perform/present an informative assembly on smoking presenting their 

peers with the facts about smoking and the possible risks to health. 

• Examine a local or global topical health issue. Explore how the issue was dealt with and the 
impact it has on people and place considering if anything could have been done to prevent 
the issue or treat it more effectively.  
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Curricular Links 

Health and Wellbeing 

I understand the importance of mental wellbeing and that this can be fostered and strengthened 

through personal coping skills and positive relationships. I know that it is not always possible to 

enjoy good mental health and if this happens there is support available. HWB 1-06a/HWB 2-06a/

HWB3-06a 

I know that there are some medicines and some other substances that can be used in a safe way 

to improve health and I am becoming aware of how choices I make can affect my health and 

wellbeing. HWB 1-38a 

I understand the effect that a range of substances including tobacco and alcohol can have on the 

body. HWB 2-38a 

I understand the positive effects that some substances can have on the mind and the body but I 

am also aware of the negative and serious physical, mental, emotional, social and legal 

consequences of the misuse of substances. HWB 3-38a/ HWB4-38a 

I know that the use of alcohol and drugs can affect behaviour and the decisions that people make 

about relationships and sexual health. HWB 3-41b/HWB 4-41b 

 

Social Studies 

Having considered responses to a recent international crisis, I can contribute to a discussion of 

the effectiveness of the responses. SOC 3-19a  

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 3 Good Health & Well-being 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 3 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Report: Scotland’s Local Environmental Quality In Decline 

OPAL - Air Quality Survey 

Scottish Association for Mental Health 

Childhood Vaccination Schedule - NHS Scotland    

Junior Road Safety Officers    

Road Safety Scotland   

Brake: The Road Safety Charity 

Health Scotland - Smoking Factsheets  

Ash Scotland - Children, Young People and Tobacco   
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Goal 4: Quality Educa�on 
• Make sure all boys and girls have free, equal and a good quality of 

education in primary and secondary school. 

• Make sure all boys and girls have good quality early years care so 

they are ready for school life. 

• Make sure all young people can follow their dreams by having 

different options for what they do when they leave secondary 

school (go to university, do an apprenticeship, start work etc.) 

• All boys and girls should have the same access to education. 

• Try to increase the number of men and women around the world who can read and write. 

• Make sure all learners know about sustainable development issues such as- human 

rights, gender equality, promotion of peace and non-violence, global citizenship and the 

benefits of cultural diversity. 

• Make more scholarships available for developing countries. 

• Increase the number of qualified teachers especially in the least developed countries and 

small islands. 

Possible Learning Activities   

• Research how people are educated across the globe - comparing and contrasting 

education systems.  

• Explore why education is significant in helping to improve people’s quality of life. 

• Investigate factors that might prevent young people following their dreams when they leave 

secondary education. 

• Compare and contrast the daily life and education of a pupil in Scotland with a pupil in a 

developing country. 

• Ask pupils to reflect on and define what a ‘quality education’ means to them. 

• Reflect upon cultural diversity within your own school community considering the benefits 

this brings to your community. Celebrate both the similarities and differences between the 

different cultures. 

• Discuss topical issues involving human rights, gender equality, promotion of peace and non

-violence, global citizenship and cultural diversity. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

I recognise that each individual has a unique blend of abilities and needs. I contribute to making 

my school community one which values individuals equally and is a welcoming place for all. HWB 

1-10a/HWB 2-10a/HWB 3-10a/HWB 4-10a 

 

Social Studies 

By comparing the lifestyle and culture of citizens in another country with those of Scotland, I can 

discuss the similarities and differences. SOC 2-19 a 

I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. SOC 2-16a 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in 

which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love.  RME 

1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 4: Quality Education 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 4 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Young Reporters Scotland 

UNICEF - Girls’ Education and Gender Equality 

IDEAS - Signposts for Global Citizenship  

United Nations - Goal 4: Education for All   

UNESCO - Global Education First Initiative   

UNICEF - Rights Respecting Schools Teaching Resources   

2050 Climate Group Scotland 

Foundation for Environmental Education 

Teach SDGs 
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Goal 5: Gender Equality 
• Stop discrimination against all women and girls. 

• Stop all violence against women. 

• Stop all harmful practices against women such as child, early and 

forced marriage and FGM. 

• Recognise and value unpaid care and domestic work. 

• Allow women equal opportunities to be leaders. 

• All women should have access to healthcare. 

• Use technology to help empower women. 

• Make sure governments have laws to make sure women and girls have the same rights 

as boys and men. 

Possible learning Activities 

• Explore what equality means to pupils in your school. 

• Investigate different forms of discrimination looking at why and how people are 

discriminated against. 

• Discuss why there might be inequality between boys and girls and what can be done about 

it. 

• Debate –There is equality between boys and girls in my school. 

• Create fact files on successful female leaders around the world. 

• Research the laws that we have in the UK to ensure gender equality. Compare and contrast 

with other countries. 

• Examine factors that might contribute to gender inequalities and explore ways these can be 

overcome. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

I recognise that each individual has a unique blend of abilities and needs. I contribute to making 

my school community one which values individuals equally and is a welcoming place for all. HWB 

1-10a/HWB 2-10a/HWB 3-10a/HWB 4-10a 

 

Social Studies 

I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. SOC 2-16a 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in 

which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

By comparing the lifestyle and culture of citizens in another country with those of Scotland, I can 

discuss the similarities and differences. SOC 2-19 a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love.RME 

1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 5: Gender Equality   

The World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 5 Teaching Resources 

The World’s Largest Lesson - From Where I Stand Project  

Scottish Government - One Scotland   

UNICEF - Gender Equality   

Educate A Child - Gender   

Noodle: How to Teach Your Child About Gender Equality & Sexism  
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Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanita�on 

• Make sure everyone has access to safe and affordable drinking 

water. 

• Ensure everyone has access to sanitation. 

• Improve water quality by reducing pollution and stopping dumping. 

• Protect and restore water related ecosystems, including 

mountains, forests, wetlands and lakes. 

• Make sure all countries work together to ensure clean water 

supply and good sanitation around the world. 

• Get local communities involved in improving water and sanitation. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Investigate the importance of water to ensure general health and wellbeing. 

• Invite in a local charity who works in a country where there is a limited water supply. 

Explore the impact this has on daily life. 

• Research the link between poor sanitation and the spread of disease. Look at countries 

where poor sanitation has impacted on the health of its people. 

• Test water quality in your local area –invite in Scottish water to explain how water 

companies in Scotland ensure water quality. 

• Pupils can create a model of an ecosystem of their choosing perhaps mountains, forests, 

wetlands or lake lands and share their acquired knowledge about their particular ecosystem 

with their peers. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Sciences 

I have investigated different water sample from the environment and explored methods that can 

be used to clean and conserve water and I am aware of the properties and uses of water. SCN 2-

18a 

I can monitor the environment by collecting and analysing samples. I can interpret the results to 

inform others about levels of pollution and express a considered opinion on how science can help 

to protect our environment. SCN 4-18a 

 

Social Studies 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the 

needs of my local community. SOC 1-20a 

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live 

in a more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 6: Water and Sanitation   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 6 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - European Bathing Water Directive 

United Nations - UN Water  

WaterAid  

Scottish Water - Education Resources   

Great Nurdle Hunt 

Marine Conservation Society - CSI: The Unflushables  

OPAL - Water Quality Survey 
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Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy 

• Make sure everyone has access to affordable, reliable and mod-

ern energy services. 

• Increase the amount of renewable energy used around the world. 

• Make sure all countries work together to improve energy use 

around the world. 

• Upgrade technology so it is easy for everyone to access energy.  

Possible Learning Activities   

• Identify different non renewable energy sources doing practical activities to gain an 

understanding of how energy is transferred. 

• Keep an energy diary at home for a week noting down everything that uses energy. 

Evaluate results with class to identify actions and behaviour changes necessary to reduce 

energy waste within the home/school. 

• Explore the benefits of renewable energy and the impact on everyday life in a country with 

limited access to electricity. 

• Join the Pod- great interactive resources for teachers and pupils. 

• Watch advantages/disadvantages of renewable energy clips and express informed opinion 

on the issues surrounding energy. Present and justify opinion to class. 

• Analyse a current topical science story relating to energy and present information to peers 
using multimedia tools.  
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Curricular Links 

 

Sciences 

By considering examples where energy is conserved, I can identify the energy source, how it is 

transferred and ways of reducing wasted energy. SCN 2-04a 

By investigating renewable energy resources and taking part in practical activities to harness 

them I can discuss their benefits and potential problems. SCN 3-04 b 

Through exploring non-renewable energy sources, I can describe how they are used in Scotland 

today and express an informed view on the implications for their future use. SCN 2-04b 

Through research and discussion, I have contributed to evaluations of media items with regard to 

scientific content and ethical implications. SCN 3-20b 

 

Technologies 

Having analysed how lifestyle can impact on the environment and Earth’s resources, I can make 

suggestions about how to live in a more sustainable way. TCH 2-02a 

From my studies of sustainable development, I can reflect on the implications and ethical issues 

arising from technological developments for individuals and societies. TCH 3-02a 

I can investigate the use and development of renewable and sustainable energy to gain an 

awareness of their growing importance in Scotland and beyond. TCH 2-02b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 7: Affordable and Clean Energy   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 7 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Scotland Lights Up Malawi   

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Climate Challenge Fund Case Studies on Energy Efficiency 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - E3 Energy Enterprise & Environment Professional Learning 

EDF Energy - The Pod   

SolarAid  

TES - Renewable Energy Resources   

Powerwise   
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Goal 8: Decent Work and Economic Growth 

• Promote opportunities for creative and innovative jobs. 

•  Make sure by 2030 there is full and productive work for all 

including for young people and people with disabilities. 

• End forced labour and child labour.  

• Increase the number of youth in employment. 

• Improve opportunities for young people through training, 

employment and education. 

• Make sure everyone has safe and secure working environments. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Explore what creativity is. 

• Set a design challenge encouraging pupils to use their enterprise skills to create an 

innovative design- perhaps asking pupils to reuse materials that are usually discarded. 

• Invite in parents who have creative and innovative jobs to share with pupils what they do in 

their day to day job and how they followed that career path. 

• Barriers to work- research possible barriers to people being fully productive at work and 

how these can be overcome. 

• Analyse the possible challenges for disabled young people in the workplace. Identify how 

these challenges can be overcome. 

• Investigate suitable jobs for young people – analyse the kinds of jobs young people do 

around the globe examining how appropriate they are and the reasons why they are done. 

• Explore forced and child labour across the globe.  

• Expose pupils to a large number of different jobs so they begin to think about what kind of 

career they might be interested in and the necessary skills and qualifications that would be 

needed   to do the job. 

• Discuss who is responsible for ensuring a Safe and secure working environment. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

By experiencing the setting up and running of business, I can collaborate in making choices relat-

ing to different roles and responsibilities and have evaluated its success. SOC 2-22a 

When participating in an enterprise activity I can explore ethical issues relating to business prac-

tice and gain an understanding of how businesses help to satisfy needs. SOC 3-20a 

By comparing the lifestyle and culture of citizens in another country with those of Scotland, I can 

discuss the similarities and differences. SOC 2-19 a 

I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. SOC 2-16a 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in 

which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 8: Decent Work & Economic Growth 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 8 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Low Carbon Skills 

The Scottish Government - Developing the Young Workforce  

EAUC - Sustainability Careers Guide 

Thinking Classroom - Creativity   

My World of Work   

UNICEF - Child Labour   

Capability Scotland   
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Goal 9: Industry, Innova�on & Infrastructure 

• Develop good quality, reliable and sustainable buildings, roads 

and power supplies making sure they are affordable and can be 

reached by all people in every country. 

• Encourage the manufacturing of goods (more people working on 

making things rather than relying on farming) particularly in 

developing countries. 

• Increase the number of small industries and support small 

enterprises. 

• Make sure buildings are sustainable and are kind to the environment. 

• Improve scientific research in industry in all countries. 

• Give money and technical support to help countries like Africa, and other developing 

countries to develop their buildings, roads and power supplies. 

• Make sure people can learn about technologies in their own countries. 

• Increase access to the internet and try to make sure all people around the world can afford 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Ask pupils to design a sustainable school. 

• Investigate the possible challenges for developing countries that are reliant on farming as 

their sole source of income. 

• Challenge pupils to set up a sustainable enterprise activity exploring how businesses are 

run and the factors that result in a successful business. 

• Invite in the councils energy advisor to help pupils understand what a sustainable building 

is. 

• Case Study- Pupils choose a developing country and explore why reliable buildings, roads 

and power supplies are essential in their development. 

• Research internet access in Scotland. Compare and contrast it to other countries in the 

world. Examine what effect poor internet access can have on education, jobs etc. 



 

 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org       22 

Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

I can explain how the physical environment influences the ways in which people use land by 

comparing my local area with a contrasting area. SOC 2-13 a 

 

Technologies 

Having analysed how lifestyle can impact on the environment and Earth’s resources, I can make 

suggestions about how to live in a more sustainable way. TCH 2-02a 

From my studies of sustainable development, I can reflect on the implications and ethical issues 

arising from technological developments for individuals and societies. TCH 3-02a 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 9: Infrastructure, Industry & Innovation   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 9 Teaching Resources 

Architecture & Design Scotland - Design & Construction of Sustainable Schools   
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Goal 10: Reduced Inequali�es 
• Make sure by 2030 the people currently earning the least in the 

world are earning more. 

• Empower and promote the social, economic and political inclusion 

of all people. It does not matter what age, sex, race or disability a 

person has everyone should be supported and equal. 

• Make sure laws and policies give everyone an equal say. 

• All countries should have a chance to decide on global issues. 

• Make sure the movement of people from country to country is safe. 

• Help developing countries get the support they need. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Compare and contrast average wages in Scotland with those in developing countries. Why 

are they different? Is it Fair? 

• Look at minimum wage in Scotland, why it was introduced etc. 

• Explore what equality is and how laws try to insure equality for all. 

• Research if all countries have an equal say in global issues exploring why some countries 

might have more of a say than others. 

• Investigate what global organisations there are that help all countries have their say. Dis-

cuss how the Sustainable Development Goals came about their aims. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Health and Wellbeing 

I recognise that each individual has a unique blend of abilities and needs. I contribute to making 

my school community one which values individuals equally and is a welcoming place for all. HWB 

1-10a/HWB 2-10a/HWB 3-10a/HWB 4-10a 

 

Social Studies 

I can explain how the needs of a group in my local community are supported. SOC 2-16a 

I can explain why a group I have identified might experience inequality and can suggest ways in 

which this inequality might be addressed. SOC 3-16a 

By comparing the lifestyle and culture of citizens in another country with those of Scotland, I can 

discuss the similarities and differences. SOC 2-19 a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love.RME 

1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 10: Reduced Inequalities   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 10 Teaching Resources 

Scottish Government - One Scotland   

Scottish Government - Equality   

UN Sustainable Development Knowledge Platform - The World We Want: A Future for All   

UNICEF  
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Goal 11: Sustainable Ci�es and Communi�es 
• All people should have safe and affordable housing and basic 

services.  

• Everyone should have access to safe, affordable and sustainable 

transport. 

• Improve road safety and expand public transport particularly for 

women, children, disabled people and the elderly. 

• Protect and look after cultures and natural heritage around the 

world. 

• Reduce the number of deaths caused by disasters focusing on looking after the poor and 

those who particularly need help and support. 

• Improve air quality and the management of waste. 

• Make sure everyone can access safe, green public spaces. 

• Ensure good links between planners in the city and those in rural areas. 

• Support least developed countries by giving money and technical support to help them build 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Investigate the different kinds of housing across the world looking at what makes a house 

safe and the basic services that we need to live a reasonable life. 

• Research sustainable transport in Britain and around the world. 

• Invite in the community policeman to talk to pupils about road safety.  

• Draw a map of land use in the local area. 

• Look at recent natural disasters and the impact that they have on buildings in least devel-

oped countries  analysing the impact on people and place. 
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Resources 

United Nations - Goal 11: Sustainable Cities & Communities   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 11 Teaching Resources 

BBC Bitesize - Sustainable Living   

Sustainable Cities Collective - Green Cities Cartoon   

Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

By exploring my community and the groups within it, I can identify and consider different types of 

housing and how they meet needs. SOC 1-11a 

I can compare the social and economic differences between more and less economically –

developed countries and can discuss the possibilities for reducing these differences. SOC 3-11a 

Having explored the landscape of my local area, I can describe the various ways in which land 

has been used. SOC 1-13a 

I can explain how the physical environment influences the ways in which people use land by 

comparing my local area with a contrasting area. SOC 2-13a 

By comparing settlement and economic activity in two contrasting landscapes, I can reach 

conclusions about how landscapes influence human activity. I can explain my findings clearly to 

others. SOC 3-13a  

Having explored the ways journeys can be made, I can consider the advantages and 

disadvantages of different forms of transport, discussing their impact on the environment. SOC 2-

09a 
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Goal 12: Responsible Consumption & 

Production 

• Make sure everyone makes good use of natural resources. 

• By 2030 halve the global food waste. 

• Make sure chemicals are used safely to protect human health and 

the environment. 

• Decrease the amount of waste we produce through reducing, 

recycling and reusing. 

• Encourage companies to be sustainable. 

• Make sure national policies support sustainable approaches. 

• Educate people so they know how to live in harmony with nature. 

• Support developing countries so they can start having more sustainable consumption and 

production. 

• Monitor how sustainable tourism can create jobs and promote local cultures and products  

Possible Learning Activities 

• Ask pupils to monitor food waste in their own homes.  How could food waste be reduced in 

their homes/in school/in people’s place of work? 

• Ask pupils to plan a week of shopping /meals with the aim to have zero food waste. 

• Explore different farming methods. How can chemicals affect our health and environment? 

• Invite in local organic farmers to discuss how they operate without chemicals. 

• Visit a local recycling centre to see what happens to materials we recycle. 

• Upcycling challenge- challenge pupils to upcycle an item they own and set up an upcycled 

stall. 

• Invite in a local company to talk to pupils about sustainable choices in business. 

• Ask pupils to plan an event in school that will teach people how to live in harmony with the 

environment. Invite in local environmental groups to help! 

• Research different types of sustainable tourism. Explore what kind of jobs it creates and 

how it can promote local cultures and products.  
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

I can consider ways of looking after my school or community and can encourage others to care 

for their environment. SOC 1-08a 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the 

needs of my local community. SOC 1-20a 

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live 

in a more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can explain why different people think that values such as honesty, respect and compassion are 

important, and I show respect for others. RME 2-09c 

I can demonstrate my developing understanding of moral values through participating in events 

and projects which make a positive difference to others. RME 3-05b 

 

Health and Wellbeing  

When preparing and cooking a variety of foods, I am aware of the journeys which foods make 

from source to consumer, their seasonality, their local availability and their sustainability. HWB 1-

35a 

Through contributing my views, time and talents, I play a part in bringing about positive change in 

my school and wider community. HWB 2-13a 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 12: Sustainable Production & Consumption   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 12 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Food and the Environment   

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Climate Challenge Fund Case Studies on Waste 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Eco-Schools Waste Minimisation Topic 

ScotDec - Active Global Citizens Resources 

Zero Waste Scotland   

BBC Bitesize - Farming in Rural Areas   

Don’t Waste Our Future 
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Goal 13: Climate Ac�on 

• Support countries so they are more able to cope with climate related 

hazards and natural disasters. 

• Improve education on climate change. 

• Make sure planning for climate change is effective. 

•  Make sure developed countries fulfil the promises they made to help 

developing countries in The United Nations Framework Convention 

on Climate Change. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Identify and discuss causes and effects of climate change. 

• Examine the different ways people are affected by extreme weather around the world. Look 

at why the poorest in society are the most vulnerable when natural disasters hit. 

• Identify threats facing main climate zones and analyse how these threats impact on the way 

of life. 

• Compare and contrast a developed countries response to a natural disaster with that of a 

developing country. Why are the responses different? Is it fair? 

• Plot on a map the areas most likely to be affected by climate change in the next 50 years. 

What will be the impact on the land, people and animals that reside there? 

• Discuss what is being done around the world to try to address the issues arising from cli-

mate change. How will it affect people in Scotland? 

• Pupils present their ideas to their peers on how they can take action in their own lives to live 

in a more sustainable way. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

I can describe the physical processes of natural disaster and discuss its impact on people and 

the landscape. SOC 2-07b  

 I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live 

in a more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

I can identify the possible consequences of an environmental issue and make informed sugges-

tions about ways to manage the impact. SOC 3-08a 

By comparing my local area with a contrasting area out with Britain, I can investigate the main 

features of weather and climate, discussing the impact on living things. SOC 2-12a 

I can investigate the relationship between climate and weather to be able to understand the 

causes of weather patterns within a selected climate zone. SOC 3-12a 

 

Technologies 

Having analysed how lifestyle can impact on the environment and Earth’s resources, I can make 

suggestions about how to live in a more sustainable way. TCH 2-02a 

I can investigate the use and development of renewable and sustainable energy to gain an 

awareness of their growing importance in Scotland and beyond. TCH 2-02b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 13: Climate Action   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 13 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Climate Challenge Fund 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - A 10 Minute Guide to COP21 

NASA - Climate Change   

National Geographic - What is Climate Change?   

WWF - Inspirational Women Working on Climate Change   

Stop Climate Chaos 
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Goal 14: Life Below Water 
• By 2025 reduce all kinds of marine pollution. 

• By 2020 manage and protect marine and coastal ecosystems 

taking action to achieve healthy and productive oceans. 

• End overfishing, illegal and harmful fishing so fish stocks can be 

maintained. 

• Conserve coastal and marine areas. 

• Increase scientific knowledge and research into life below the 

water. 

• Make sure fishing laws are followed by all countries. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Organise a beach clean-up with members of the local community. 

• Create a campaign to reduce the amount of rubbish in your local community highlighting 

how a large percentage of marine rubbish comes from the land so by reducing rubbish on 

land this will have a positive impact on marine pollution. 

• Invite in local fishermen to discuss the fish stocks and how the fishing laws have affected 

them. 

• Examine how fishing laws are enforced across the globe. 

• Celebrate local beaches by hosting a beach party. 

• Research the affect pollution has on the animals and plants in the sea. 

• Draw a diagram of the journey from the drain to the sea. 
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Resources 

United Nations - Goal 14: Life Below Water   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 14 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Clean Up Scotland 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Beach Awards 

Marine Conservation Society Scotland - BeachWatch   

RSPB - Welcome to RSPB Kids   

Scottish Seashell Survey 

Marine Conservation Society - Jellyfish Survey 

Great Nurdle Hunt 

Curricular Links 

 

Sciences 

I have investigated different water sample from the environment and explored methods that can 

be used to clean and conserve water and I am aware of the properties and uses of water. SCN 2-

18a 

I can monitor the environment by collecting and analysing samples. I can interpret the results to 

inform others about levels of pollution and express a considered opinion on how science can help 

to protect our environment. SCN 4-18a 

 

Social Studies 

I have developed an understanding of the importance of local organisations in providing for the 

needs of my local community. SOC 1-20a 

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live 

in a more environmentally-responsible way. SOC 2-08a 

I can identify the possible consequences of an environmental issue and make informed sugges-

tions about ways to manage the impact. SOC 3-08a 
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Goal 15: Life On Land 
• Conserve forests, wetlands, mountains and drylands. 

• Encourage the sustainable management of forests by stopping 

deforestation, restoring forests and increasing the number of 

forests around the world. 

• Try to prevent against desertification. 

• Conserve mountain ecosystems. 

• Protect natural habitats, preserves biodiversity and try to prevent 

the extinction of threatened species. 

• End poaching and trafficking of plants and animals- look at the demand and supply of 

illegal wildlife products. 

• Make sure ecosystem and biodiversity values are seen in national and local planning. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Investigate a natural habitat exploring threats to the habitat and the biodiversity within it. 

• Invite in local forestry commission to talk about how forests are managed in Scotland. 

• Research the animals poached and trafficked around the globe. What is done to try to stop 

these practices and how effective are these measures? 

• Explore biodiversity in the school community. What can be done to preserves and enhance 

it? 
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Resources 

United Nations - Goal 15: Life on Land   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 15 Teaching Resources 

Keep Scotland Beautiful - Biodiversity Projects 

Forestry Commission Scotland   

IDEAS - Signposts for Global Citizenship   

National Geographic - Biodiversity   

Garden For Life Forum Resources 

OPAL Explore Nature - Citizen Science Resources on Biodiversity 

The Pod - What’s Under Your Feet? 

RSPB Big Schools Birdwatch 

Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

I can discuss the environmental impact of human activity and suggest ways in which we can live 

in a more environmentally-responsible way.SOC 2-08a 

I can identify the possible consequences of an environmental issue and make informed sugges-

tions about ways to manage the impact. SOC 3-08a 

Having explored my local area, I can present information on different places to live, work and re-

lax and interesting places to visit. SOC 2-10a 

I can investigate the climate, physical features and living things of a natural environment different 

from my own and explain their interrelationship. SOC3-10a 
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Goal 16: Peace, Jus�ce and Strong Ins�tu�ons 
• Reduce all forms of violence everywhere. 

• End abuse of children.  

• Make sure laws protect all people. 

• Reduce corruption and bribery in all forms. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Discuss the impact of violence on people’s life exploring the causes of violent behaviour 

and how violence around the globe can be reduced. 

• Explore the UN Rights of the Child examining the rights and responsibilities that all children 

have. 

• Examine what a Fair school is? Why is it important to have open and honest organisations? 

Investigate what happens when organisations are not transparent. 

• Research countries where legal identity is not provided for all.  Why is legal identity im-

portant?  

• Pupils can investigate how laws and policies are passed in Scotland. Compare and contrast 

this to a developing country exploring similarities and differences. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

By exploring the ways in which we use and need rules, I can consider the meaning of rights and 

responsibilities and discuss those relevant to me. SOC 1-17a 

I can describe the main features of a democracy and discuss the rights and responsibilities of citi-

zens in Scotland. SOC 2-17 a 

I have compared the rights and responsibilities of citizens in Scotland with a contrasting society 

and can describe and begin to understand reasons for differences. SOC 3-17a 

I have participated in decision making and have considered the different options available in order 

to make decisions. SOC 1-18a 

I can investigate the features of and election and the work of representatives at a local, national 

or European level to begin to develop my understanding of how democracy works. SOC 2-18a 

I understand the arrangements for political decision making at different levels and the factors 

which shape these arrangements. SOC 3-18a 

 

Religious and Moral Education 

I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love. RME 

1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

I can explain why different people think that values such as honesty, respect and compassion are 

important, and I show respect for others. RME 2-09c 

I can demonstrate my developing understanding of moral values through participating in events 

and projects which make a positive difference to others. RME 3-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 16: Peace, Justice & Strong Institutions   

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 16 Teaching Resources 

United Nations - Convention on the Rights of the Child   

United Nations - Peacekeeping   

Humanium - Children’s Fundamental Right to Identity   

Shelter Scotland - How Scots Law is Made   
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Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals 
• All countries must work together to meet these goals by 2030. 

• Each country must plan and decide how they will achieve the 

goals in their own country. 

• Each country must do what it can to achieve the goals. 

•  Developed countries must support less developed countries in 

working towards achieving the goals. 

• Each country must respect one another and make sure policies 

are fair. 

• Make sure trade is fair. 

• Share expertise and resources with all people around the world. 

• Monitor and evaluate data to make sure progress is being made towards achieving the 

Goals. 

Possible Learning Activities 

• Examine the relationship between different countries around the globe exploring why some 

countries have good relations and others have antagonistic relations. What impact do these 

relations have on the people of the world? 

• Invite in a local councillor to discuss how Scotland is contributing to make the Goals 

achievable. 

• Create a campaign to support less developed countries to work to achieve the goals. 

• Examine what unfair trade is and why it is an issue around the globe. 
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Curricular Links 

 

Social Studies 

By exploring the ways in which we use and need rules, I can consider the meaning of rights and 

responsibilities and discuss those relevant to me. SOC 1-17a 

I can describe the main features of a democracy and discuss the rights and responsibilities of citi-

zens in Scotland. SOC 2-17a 

I have compared he rights and responsibilities of citizens in Scotland with a contrasting society 

and can describe and begin to understand reasons for differences. SOC 3-17a 

I have participated in decision making and have considered the different options available in or-

der to make decisions. SOC 1-18a 

I can investigate the features of and election and the work of representatives at a local, national 

or European level to begin to develop my understanding of how democracy works. SOC 2-18a 

I understand the arrangements for political decision making at different levels and the factors 

which shape these arrangements. SOC 3-18a   

 

Religious and Moral Education 

 I can show my understanding of values such as caring, sharing, fairness, equality and love. 

RME 1-09b 

I can share my developing views about values such as fairness and equality and loving, caring, 

sharing and human rights. RME 2-05b 

I can explain why different people think that values such as honesty, respect and compassion are 

important, and I show respect for others. RME 2-09c 

I can demonstrate my developing understanding of moral values through participating in events 

and projects which make a positive difference to others. RME 3-05b 

Resources 

United Nations - Goal 17: Partnerships for the Goals 

World’s Largest Lesson - Goal 17 Teaching Resources 

United Nations   

Fairtrade Foundation   

United Nations - Global Action Plan on Education for Sustainable Development 
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Together we can work to make Scotland and the world clean, 

green and more sustainable! 



 

T: 01786 471333     E: info@keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

 

facebook.com/KSBScotland      @KSBScotland 

www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org 

Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that provides 
education initiatives for children, young people and 
educators which focus on environmental issues to 
improve understanding and encourage positive 
action. It's part of our work to make Scotland clean, 
green and more sustainable. 


