Blackburn Primary School - Measuring

Measuring is important element of your Eco-Schools activities. How you choose
to measure progress will depend on which topics you are focusing on and the
pupils involved. Pupils at Blackburn Primary School use a number of creative
ways to Measure their projects and share the results.
The Eco-Committee at Blackburn Primary School created a rota for each class to get involved in daily litter
picking. It was hoped that involving every class in tidying up litter would discourage littering and ultimately
reduce the amount of litter found in and around the school. In order to see if this approach worked, the
amount of litter collected during each playtime was weighed and a chart was created to track the drop in
weight of litter over the duration of a term. The Eco-Committee knew they were doing a good job when they
saw a reduction in litter collected over the course of the term. In total the school saw a reduction of litter by
nearly 2.5kg a week.
Next, the Eco-Committee created Waste Monitors for each classroom
and added a Class Dojo point to help promote good Waste
Minimisation practice. Alongside their continual practice of recycling
paper and waste food products, the Eco-Committee wished to promote
understanding of other recycling. To this end they set up an interactive
display that had participants sorting various waste products into
categories. During Book Week pupils ran a book swap stand where the
whole school could swap books to aid in recycling paper and
knowledge.
The school vegetable garden was a huge success, and pupils
monitored the growth of the plants on a weekly basis. Growth was
tracked through regular observation. The children then enjoyed tasting their vegetables with plenty of
spinach, peas and potatoes. The Nurture group and pupils in ASD resources used the produce to make
dishes such as soup, quiches, salads, stovies and apple crumble.
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