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Introduction

Beautiful Scotland, a flagship programme of Keep Scotland Beautiful, is a
long-established community environmental improvement campaign managed in
partnership with the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS). The programme supports
community groups across Scotland as they seek to improve and enhance their local
environment through the three core pillars of horticultural achievement, environmental
responsibility and community participation.
In partnership with

CHARITY

In 2017, the campaign in Scotland reaches its 51st year. We are delighted, once again, to celebrate and reward
the dedication and achievements of volunteers across the country who create places that are good for our health,
wealth and happiness.
Beautiful Scotland provides the Scottish entrants to the UK Britain in Bloom finals, which is run by the RHS. The
competition takes place between the regional and national winners in 18 areas across the UK. Each year Beautiful
Scotland winners are entered into the UK event for the following year. Winners of Britain in Bloom can progress to
the international Entente Florale competition.

In its current and previous incarnations, Beautiful Scotland has been running for over 50 years. At its launch in
1967, ‘In Bloom’ was run by the then Scottish Tourist Board and supported by the Scottish Women’s Rural Institute,
and provided a platform for beautification of villages, towns and cities. The initial focus of the campaign was on
horticulture, and, while that remains a key theme, there is now also a focus on environmental responsibility and
community participation.
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/beautifulscotland
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Premier Award – the Rosebowl
North Berwick in Bloom
East Lothian

Image credit: Derek Braid

This is the fourth-time North Berwick in Bloom (NBiB)
has won the Rosebowl. It has never been beaten in the
Beautiful Scotland coastal category, and has also won
several UK Britain in Bloom Gold medals, including in the
Champion of Champions category – an exemplar group!
NBiB was started 24 years ago by a group of local traders to brighten up
the streets. Responding to council spending cuts, the group took on the
local baskets and planters and the emphasis shifted to perennial planting.
NBiB worked with the council to obtain a heritage lottery grant to restore
the Lodge - the Edwardian arts and crafts town park. This park now has an
exceptionally wide range of plants.
Every year the group works with council colleagues to design a carpet bed,
such as the one commemorating 50 years of Beautiful Scotland in 2016,
and also plants a million spring bulbs. The groups’ approach to conservation
is based on the work of local enthusiasts, who have so far recorded 1,200
species of wildlife and plants in the area. This is the basis for management
plans drawn up with the council ranger service for all the open spaces.
The group works with nursery, primary and high school children, providing
a spring bulb competition and later taking pallet gardens to Gardening
Scotland, the national gardening show.
Local businesses comment that visitors stay longer and spend more as the
town looks so good, and local residents say that it improves their quality of
life. NBiB is always happy to welcome visitors.
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Medals
Gold
Medal

Wee Village

Silver Gilt
Medal

Silver
Medal

Bronze
Medal

Best Wee Village: Beautiful Kilconquhar - Fife
One of the smallest villages in the East Neuk,
this immaculately presented wee gem is
enhanced by an enthusiastic and dedicated
group of volunteers who work tirelessly to
sustain its heritage and natural attractions.
Working with the Church and the Scottish
Wildlife Trust, activities include planting tubs
with herbs and vegetables, a community
orchard, a Quiet Garden near the cemetery,
developing a small wild flower meadow, bee
keeping and providing historical information.
Low Valleyfield Improvement Group (Wee Village)
Fife
On the shores of the Firth of Forth, near the site of the Longannet Power
Station, the wee village of Low Valleyfield is looked after by the Improvement
Group. The group brightens up the mile-long street with many varied and
colourful planters, has started to plant climbers beside the railway fence and
continues to negotiate with agencies to ensure that the Ash Lagoon Nature
Reserve is maintained into the future. The willow feature at the bus stop is a
wonderful and innovative initiative and is enhanced with wildflower planting.

Small Village
Best Small Village: Kinnesswood in Bloom - Perth & Kinross
In July 2005, inspired by the efforts and
achievements in a neighbouring village, a few
locals decided it was time to do something
to enhance Kinnesswood. The group started
slowly by leafleting the community, which
produced welcome suggestions, generous
donations and offers of help, and it wasn’t
long before a list of projects was created. The
group makes determined efforts to engage
all ages and to have fun.
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Brighten up Kirkconnel (Small Village)
Dumfries & Galloway
The volunteers in this small village have continued to sustain their creditable
efforts to brighten up Kirkconnel. Each year the group has gone from strength
to strength and this year is no exception with major regeneration of the mining
and war memorials.

Muthill in Bloom (Small Village)
Perth & Kinross
Muthill in Bloom was formed in 1993 to improve the appearance of the village
and to help create a more attractive and environmentally friendly place to
stay and visit. With a small committee and a band of enthusiastic volunteers,
the group has progressed from a back-garden display to the creation of eye
catching floral displays throughout the village. Other community groups
assisting Muthill in Bloom include the Womens Rural Institute, Brownies and
the local school, as well as members of the community.

Large Village
Best Large Village: Lauder in Bloom - Scottish Borders
Moving up from It’s Your Neighbourhood this
year, Lauder in Bloom was initially formed
to address the lack of colour and greenery
in Lauder. The group works with local
businesses and other community groups to
transform unloved areas, as well as providing
planters and hanging baskets along the main
street. The group also organises various
community events throughout the year,
including workshops, litter picks, willow
pruning, a garden competition and tree and
bulb planting, as well as decorating the main
street with festive greenery at Christmas.
Brig in Bloom (Large Village)
Perth & Kinross
Brig in Bloom’s Chair, George Smith has been a stalwart in the group’s
endeavours to improve the village. A new project, ‘Bridging the Past’,
involving school children, ensures that the group is helping to preserve and
celebrate the village’s farming heritage.
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Brighten Up Sanquhar (Large Village)
Scottish Borders
The Brighten Up Sanquhar group is making a difference to the appearance
of the Royal Burgh for visitors and for those who live there. The efforts of
the group have resulted in lots of positive feedback and cheery comments.
Brighten Up Sanquhar finances its efforts by raising plants, filling hanging
baskets and selling them at an annual plant sale.

Comrie in Colour (Large Village)
Perth & Kinross
Comrie in Colour has been keeping the village colourful for the past 25 years.
Installing over 100 baskets around the village, maintaining numerous barrels
and flower boxes and helping the school with its raised beds are all regular
activities. Volunteers are joined by a group of young adults each week,
who help to maintain, grow and plant seeds in several raised beds at the
polytunnel. This is increasing the young people’s knowledge of all aspects of
horticultural education.
Dufftown in Bloom (Large Village)
Moray
Dufftown in Bloom is a group of determined individuals set to overcome the
council budget cuts to keep the village a major tourist and floral attraction.
The town clock, being one of these areas, is an information hub and a floral
area for displaying local group’s key milestones.

Dunkeld and Birnam in Bloom (Large Village)
Perth & Kinross
Dunkeld and Birnam in Bloom was started in 1995 to add colour and to
enhance the local community. The primary school was involved from the
beginning, and continues to play an important role, keeping the area free
from litter, planting, and understanding the importance of pollinators. The
areas the group cares for have increased, allowing it to interact with many
other local groups and individuals.
Flourishing Forth (Large Village)
South Lanarkshire
Flourishing Forth has many ongoing projects within the village, and the drive
and determination of the group’s members can be seen in particular at the
eco hub. It is an impressive site, with seed beds heated, and water harvested
and pumped, using solar power. The community initiatives at the eco site are,
without doubt, assisting the community of Forth to come together.

Visit Falkland (Large Village)
Fife
A welcome back to Falkland this year. First impressions of a young
management team lead you to quickly understand that the future of Falkland
is in good hands. Recycling is a key priority for the group, as well as bringing
the community together, promoting the features and activities the village has
to offer to both residents and visitors, and increasing the biodiversity of the
village and surrounding area.
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Coastal Village
Best Coastal Village: East Haven Together - Angus
East Haven Together is committed to
developing a strong and sustainable
community. People of all ages and abilities
are encouraged to work together on a
range of activities aimed at protecting and
conserving the local and natural heritage.
Community gardening sessions are held
every week, providing opportunities to
build friendships, share skills and enjoy the
outdoors. Increasing biodiversity, protecting
local wildlife and maintaining a litter free
environment is at the heart of everything the
group does.

Blairmore Village Trust (Coastal Village)
Argyll & Bute
Blairmore Village Trust celebrated its 10th anniversary by entering the Beautiful
Scotland competition. The judges felt that there were many examples of good
practice which could be shared with others, and, above all else, there was
a keen sense of enjoyment and pride in everything that has been achieved.
A new community garden, started this year, is a fantastic achievement,
especially in such a short space of time. This includes a number of newly
planted beds cut into the hillside which have been planted with a wide variety
of shrubs and perennials, many donated by local residents.

Coastal Town
Best Coastal Town: North Berwick in Bloom - East Lothian
North Berwick in Bloom’s enthusiastic team
of volunteers work all year round on various
projects around the town. The group wants
to ensure that not only the local environment
is improved by a wide range of imaginative
planting, but that awareness is raised on
issues such as recycling, sustainability and
littering. Over the years’ it has developed a
great working relationship with East Lothian
Council and also developed links with a
wide cross section of various local groups,
residents and businesses.
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Broughty Ferry in Bloom (Coastal Town)
Dundee City
Broughty Ferry in Bloom is made up of volunteers from throughout the
community. The group has taken responsibility for providing hanging baskets
and planters in and around the centre of Broughty Ferry, and works with local
schools, nurseries, churches and traders. It also arranges litter picks and
other events to engage with the local community.

Bute in Bloom (Coastal Town)
Argyll & Bute
Bute in Bloom is a voluntary umbrella group which promotes co-operation
between publicly funded and voluntary organisations involved in horticulture
and the environment, such as the allotment groups and the Horticultural
Society. Current projects include a Stalled Spaces gap site, seed bank,
heritage potatoes, biodiversity, litter strategies, tree planting, litter picking and
beach cleaning.
Dunbar in Bloom (Coastal Town)
East Lothian
Dunbar in Bloom works hard to promote the town and all it has to offer. The
group is supported by youth groups, local business, the local council and
groups promoting sustainable living, recycling and food growing. The local
community has worked together over the past years to brighten up the streets
of Dunbar and to support groups of volunteers with various projects promoting
the health benefits of being active outdoors.
Monifieth Eco Force (Coastal Town)
Angus
Monifieth Eco Force leads on a wide range of environmental improvement
and conservation activities throughout the town and surrounding areas.
These include monthly beach cleans, developing a community orchard
and wildflower meadow, tree planting on the Dighty Burn greenspace and
producing marvellous floral displays in the town centre and at the Blue
Seaway garden.

Small Town
Best Small Town: Inverflora - Fife
Inverkeithing is a small and pleasant town
with an obvious rich cultural past seen in
various medieval buildings and the Friary. It
has an impressive view over the Forth towards
Edinburgh. Inverflora has worked hard to
complement this setting with both seasonal
and sustainable planting, as well as taking
forward the challenge of Keep Scotland
Beautiful’s 2017 ‘birds, bees and trees’ theme.
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Medium Town
Best Medium Town: Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow - West Lothian
A welcome return to Burgh Beautiful. The
group aims to encourage civic pride and make
Linlithgow more attractive to visitors. Taking
a ‘whole town’ and ‘whole year’ approach
providing most floral displays year-round, the
group has adopted nearly every floral feature
formerly maintained by the local council,
thanks to tremendous financial and voluntary
support from the local community. Over 90
volunteers, along with community partners,
maintain 120 hanging baskets, 95 planters
and barrels, and 35 flowerbeds. Creative
gardening as the fore around the town centre
flats, and the group works with local schools
creating activities to help wildlife, promote
heritage, sustainable materials, combat litter
and to raise funds.

Blooming Haddington (Medium Town)
East Lothian
Blooming Haddington is a collection of enthusiastic volunteers and groups
keen to make Haddington a more beautiful place to live. In just over three
years, Blooming Haddington has achieved great success by winning best
Medium Town in Beautiful Scotland 2015 and then going on to win the best
Town in the UK RHS Britain in Bloom finals in 2016. The groups’ story now
inspires other community groups which want to take part in the prestigious
competition.
Cupar in Bloom (Medium Town)
Fife
Cupar in Bloom is an enthusiastic and active voluntary group which was
formed in 2004. Its aim is to make the town pleasant and clean for residents,
visitors and businesses, increasing civic pride. Plant choice and colour
schemes suit the architecture, including sustainable planting and wild flora.
The Tarvit Pond illustrated story walk, bird feeding sanctuary and bat project
create interest and are utilised as a learning hub for local schools.
Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group (Medium Town)
Aberdeenshire
Inverurie Environmental Improvement Group moved up from It’s Your
Neighbourhood this year and promotes horticulture for the benefit of the public
by providing or encouraging the provision of displays of flowers, shrubs, trees
and landscapes, and advances the education of the public concerning the
natural environment through the development of environmental programmes.
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Birds, bees and trees
In 2017, the theme of ‘birds, bees and trees’ was chosen as a focus for groups. To get
them started, every group received a free packet of native wildflower seeds for bees,
and was asked to share their projects and stories of everything they did to celebrate
this theme.
Here are some examples of what the groups got up to:

Averil Stewart, Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow: “We have been
delighted with this peatland bed and the judges seemed
equally impressed. It was good team work between
Transition Linlithgow, Burgh Beautiful volunteers and
Scottish Wildlife Trust sponsorship.”

Lorraine Douglas, Alloa Town centre BID: “Your ‘Busy Bee’
trail engaged with families to work together (easy and fun) to
solve clues, collect numbered stickers from traders
(highlighting their business), complete details and enter into
a free prize draw. The inside of our flyer is full of interesting
facts about birds, bees and trees (wee bit of education
thrown in for good measure). All the bees were supplied by
four generations of one family living in Alloa, from the
three-year-old granddaughter to the 81 year old Great Gran.”

Beautiful Perth - the bee demonstration shows young pupils
from Perth College Nursery, entranced by the story told by
one of the groups’ volunteers who is also a beekeeper.

Dunfermline Delivers – peacock bed to reflect heritage of
local park.
10
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Comrie in Colour - ‘birds, bees and trees’ bird bath.

Beautiful Perth - one of the local apple trees which have
been planted at the annual display at Perth Leisure Pool.

Norma Smith, Kinnesswood in Bloom: “For the last few
years we have had a quiz trail round the garden areas of the
village. This year we made birds and bees the subject of our
quiz, and it was given out in the village shop with small
prizes for all participants. During the winter months, an
appeal went out to villagers who could help to make knitted
or crochet birds for the quiz trail. One new lady in the village
offered to make a flock of birds, an older lady really
appreciated being involved, someone offered to crochet
birds and bees, and another lady made a lovely bird and bee
out of glass. It was lovely seeing children and parents, or
grandparents going round the village and doing the quiz.

Thelma Will, Milngavie in Bloom: “We created a BEE-Line
trail, as a fun way to educate children about bees during our
Milngavie Week celebrations. The children were given a
question sheet and had to find the answers on little signs
strategically placed in the planters and gardens, winding
their way through the village to the Mill. Volunteer Diane
Black also knitted lots of tiny little bees which were given to
passers-by for a small donation.”

Growing Smarter, Granite City Aberdeen – planting for bees.

Dunkeld & Birnam in Bloom - sharing the honey!
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Lanark in Bloom (Medium Town)
South Lanarkshire
Lanark in Bloom supplies and maintains 50 hanging baskets and 60 containers
all year, around the town of Lanark. Most of the plants are bought in as plugs,
and are cared for in a polytunnel at Castlebank. Castlebank Park, along with
South Lanarkshire Council, supports the group with the upkeep of the park
gardens.

Milngavie in Bloom (Medium Town)
East Dunbartonshire
Milngavie in Bloom aims to promote, through the participation of the
community, the advancement of environmental protection and improvement
in the area. Providing and encouraging displays of flowers, shrubs, trees
and landscapes in areas which are visible to the public, the group aims to
educate the public about the natural environment through the development
of environmental programmes.

Large Town
Best Large Town: Beautiful Perth - Perth & Kinross
Beautiful Perth continues to support several
projects, including the ongoing maintenance
of the award-winning Riverside Heather
Collection. Perth’s floral displays are stunning
and set off this attractive town, making a
visit truly memorable. The high quality of the
local environment adds to this experience.
Beautiful Perth’s partnership working and
enthusiastic volunteers are exemplary.

The People’s Project - Dumfries (Large Town)
Dumfries & Galloway
The People’s Project, in partnership with Dumfries & Galloway Council,
appointed a Town Centre Ambassador in October 2016. Lorraine Wilson
has been working with local businesses, community groups and educational
groups to help improve the appearance of the town for the coming tourist
season, with her philosophy being “first impressions are lasting impressions”.
The rich cultural heritage and riverside setting of Dumfries have been used
very effectively by the People’s Project. This, added to the fabulous floral
displays, unique initiatives and obvious community involvement, has made
this a very strong re-entry into Beautiful Scotland.
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Small City
Best Small City: Growing Kirkcaldy - Fife
Kirkcaldy has a fantastic setting on the banks
of the Forth and, with glimpses across the
river towards Edinburgh, is a memorable
place to visit. Kirkcaldy is fortunate to be able
to boast three Green Flag parks, two beach
developments, many green spaces, walks
and floral displays including roundabouts.
A wide, enthusiastic and active partnership,
supported by Growing Kirkcaldy, enables
the sustainability and growth of this ‘bloom’
initiative.

Cumbernauld’s Bloomin’ Wild (Small City)
North Lanarkshire
Cumbernauld has a rich mosaic of natural and managed habitats which
are cared for by a wonderful mosaic of people. Cumbernauld community,
organisations and the local authority help to improve greenspaces through
a range of activities, for example, having fun, tree planting, orchard and
wildflower meadow creation, management of pollinators, horticulture, removal
of non-native invasive species, building homes for wildlife, litter picking, seed
bombing, pond creation, education, path maintenance, wildlife surveys, pond
dipping, and practicing ‘Leave No Trace’.
Dunfermline in Bloom (Small City)
Fife
Dunfermline, the ancient capital of Scotland, is a city steeped in history.
The city has used this to successfully extend the Carnegie Library with a
modern approach, which complements the ancient buildings surrounding
it. Pittencrieff Park is a jewel of the City’s greenspace, and the emerging
Greenspace Forum will be important to the future success of the Dunfermline
in Bloom initiative.
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City
Best City: Growing Smarter, Granite City Aberdeen - Aberdeen City

2017 marks the start of Aberdeen’s second half century as the only ever entrant present in
all the 51 years of Beautiful Scotland. The groups’ greatest strength is its diversity – nowhere
was the same, but everywhere the judges encountered new features of interest. Traditional
displays of first class horticulture still attract very high numbers of visitors into the many parks,
and visitors can also see and participate in an expanding range of environmentally friendly
activities. The council has forged effective partnerships with a very wide range of community
groups. The city has an excellent balance between seasonal colour and permanent planting,
while good quality green space can be seen throughout. The downturn in the oil industry means
less money coming into the city, but Aberdeen is moving forward with an even greater emphasis
on community gardening.

Bonnie Dundee (City)
Dundee City
Partnerships are the key to Dundee’s successful participation in Beautiful
Scotland. The city council has a fine record of working with a wide range of
community groups and organisations, many under the ‘Take a Pride in Your
City’ banner. The city has a very high proportion of green space and trees
are a significant part of the natural heritage. The very large scale waterfront
redevelopment continues to take shape and adds a modern dimension to
more historic areas.
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Residential Community
Best Residential Community: Powis Residents Group - Aberdeen City

The Powis Residents Group strives to drive and implement improvements for the local community,
with a focus on enhancing the greenspace. Now in its third year in Beautiful Scotland, the group
performs beyond expectation. The enthusiasm of all involved is clear to everyone - from forest
gardening to protecting urban wildlife, and from painted tree stumps to zombie gardens.

Crichton Lang Court Residents Group (Residential Community)
Perth & Kinross
A new entrant to Beautiful Scotland this year, moving up from It’s Your
Neighbourhood. The group started in May 2016, to bring a lot of joy and
happiness to the courtyard. Planters were made from reclaimed wooden
pallets and a picnic table was built from reclaimed wood from the local saw
mill. The group holds weekend barbeques and residents get together to
share ideas, children plant flower seeds and vegetables, paint planters, and
the group has also introduced seed saving and sharing.
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Urban Community
Best Urban Community: Dyce in Bloom - Aberdeen City
The Bloom group in Dyce works closely with
the local gardening club and Aberdeen City
Council to maintain a fine tradition of good
community horticulture. Steady progress,
building on last years’ experience, means the
group has reached the Gold level in Beautiful
Scotland. The ‘Ron Clark’ community garden
has matured into a very good garden, with
fine examples of perennial planting, a wildlife
friendly pond, as well as a striking sculpture
linked to the oil industry.
Brighter Bucksburn (Urban Community)
Aberdeen City
Brighter Bucksburn, a first time entrant, works with the council’s area
supervisor to improve the environment. The group works with schools and
local businesses to plant trees and bulbs, adds planters to neglected corners,
and enhance an exciting one kilometer nature walk. The group is particularly
proud of a recently established ‘alpine’ bed and a small orchard. A community
herb garden provides herbs for all. Hanging baskets are partly funded by
producing a local calendar. Volunteers tend planters and flower beds, help
with litter-picks as needed and repaint scruffy seats. The group has also
initiated a competition to encourage the use of redundant “black boxes” as
planters.
Cove in Bloom (Urban Community)
Aberdeen City
The group aims to make Cove and Altens an attractive and enjoyable
place to live, as well as celebrating the history of the area. There are three
historical industries: farming, fishing, and quarrying. In addition to the floral
enhancements, the group adds various displays to commemorate these
industries, the latest of which is a sculpture based around Isie Caie, who was
the last fishwife in Cove.
Uddingston Pride (Urban Community)
South Lanarkshire
Colourful displays of seasonal colour are immediately apparent as soon as
you enter Uddingston. They brighten up the main street and other key parts
of the community. The North and South Lanarkshire council boundary now
runs through Uddingston, and this well organised group has formed effective
partnerships with both local authorities. There is evidence of good, yearround work by this very experienced group, which clearly has excellent
relations with the community it serves.
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Business Improvement District
Best Business Improvement District: Falkirk Delivers - Falkirk
From ensuring the Tattie Kirk Graveyard is
preserved for posterity, to edible beds in the
High Street, and from a bee trail to reclaiming
a street close as a quiet spot, this Business
Improvement
District
community
has
embraced the three pillars of the Beautiful
Scotland campaign.

Aberdeen Inspired (Business Improvement District)
Aberdeen City
Aberdeen Inspired has over 700 busnesses based within the centre of
Aberdeen. Through strong partnership, volunteers of all ages from the
community have dedicated time to improve the city centre and improve civic
pride. Pioneered by Aberdeen Inspired, Aberdeen hosted Nuart Aberdeen,
a street art festival which attracted 11 international artists and resulted in a
number of outstanding artworks on the city centre walls.
Alloa in Bloom (Business Improvement District)
Clackmannanshire
The Alloa BID contributes to a very buoyant and lively town centre, with
numerous planters, hanging baskets and various planting schemes located
throughout the town. There is a very well supported summer entertainment
programme for children, which has resulted in an increase in footfall in the
town centre.

Dunfermline Delivers (Business Improvement District)
Fife
Dunfermline Delivers continues to prove that Dunfermline is far from its
colloquial name of “Auld Grey Toun.” The town centre is extremely colourful,
with numerous tier planters, hanging baskets and bedding displays. The
town has an obvious vibrant and very supportive business community.
Tourists come from far and wide, including cruise ships, to visit the ancient
Royal Burgh and to explore its rich history. Numerous events are held in and
around the town.
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Discretionary Awards
Community Horticulture Award
Cupar in Bloom
Cupar in Bloom worked with Scotland’s Rural College Elmwood campus, with support from
Fife Council, to design and plant up a floral educational bed. Previously planted by the
council, and dedicated to a local organisation, the students recycled plants and dedicated
the 2017 bed to ‘60 years of the Cupar Floral Art Club’.
Jim Murdie Trophy for Sustainability
Brighten up Kirkconnel
In January 2017, the group was awarded £2,750 from Foundation Scotland to enhance the
village War Memorial with permanent, sustainable planting. Over 150 shrubs were planted,
finished with bark mulch to keep the beds weed free. The sustainable planting replaces
annual bedding and will now provide year-round appeal.
Garden for Life Biodiversity Award
Cumbernauld’s Bloomin’ Wild
An exemplary approach to biodiversity was demonstrated by this group in all three core
pillars of Beautiful Scotland’s campaign. Activities include the new, fully accessible Badger
Trail at Palacerigg Country Park, work to eradicate New Zealand Flatworm at Ravenswood
Local Nature Reserve, the attempt to build the world’s longest bug hotel and survey it to find
out the species using it, working with a local developer to create and enhance woodland
buffer strips, and the engagement, consultation and inclusion of local people in biodiversity
projects throughout the city.
VisitScotland Award for Tourism
Aberdeen Inspired
Pioneered by Aberdeen Inspired, funded jointly with Aberdeen City Council, the world
famous Nuart Street Art Festival took part in its first ever full scale collaboration and first
foray as a complete festival outside Norway, to become “Nuart Aberdeen”. Thanks to the
long persistence of staff at the BID, this collaboration arrived in the city for Easter 2017 to
change the face of local culture and, with a three-year deal signed, guarantees many more
large and small scale pieces of art, from major artists, to come.
Royal Caledonian Horticultural Society Award
Aberdeen City Council
Traditional displays of first class horticulture still catch the eye and attract very high numbers
of visitors into the parks. Children are encouraged in many imaginative ways, for example
‘design a flower bed’ competitions and the Groovy Growits club at Duthie Park. Some of the
glasshouses provide facilities for therapeutic horticulture for groups tackling issues such as
drug and alcohol addiction or mental health problems. The city now has an excellent balance
between seasonal colour and permanent planting, while good quality green space can be
seen city wide.
Wright Sustainability Award
East Lothian Council
There are exceptional examples of bold, creative and colourful perennial, sustainable
planting around East Lothian. A good example of this can be seen in Lauderdale Park in
Dunbar, which includes beautiful, prairie style planting. This sustainable approach is planted
with low maintenance in mind, planting densely to avoid weeding and choosing plants which
don’t require staking, as well as many varieties which are appealing to pollinators. The
relationship between East Lothian Council staff and the ‘In Bloom’ groups is very positive,
with a strong approach of mutual support.
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Community Involvement Award
Lanark in Bloom
In partnership with the Lanark Development Trust, the Castlebank Park Horticultural Unit has
developed over the past two years. The work benefits not only Lanark, but the wider area
around Lanark and further afield. Training is carried out by the Clydeside Training Initiative
at the unit, which helps special needs groups. Local schools benefit from classes, and a
number of workshops for the general public are held on specific gardening subjects. The unit
is run by a group of dedicated volunteers who are also benefitting by acquiring new skills.
David Welch Memorial Award for Something Special
Dundee City Council
The Dundee Flower Show goes back in various forms to the 1820s, and the modern three
day Flower and Food Festival is now one of the largest shows in Scotland. It regularly attracts
over 20,000 people and has 400 competitive classes. Organisation is shared between the
council and a range of local clubs including local allotment associations, chrysanthemum,
dahlia and cactus societies, floral art clubs, beekeepers, winemakers and others. The show
is very family friendly, with a marquee devoted to children’s exhibits.
New Entrant Trophy
Lauder in Bloom
A small core group of 11 ‘have-a-go’ gardeners works with various groups of all ages from
playgroups to sheltered housing residents. The group began by adopting a handful of council
beds and six unloved planters, and now gardens 32 baskets, 52 planters and 24 beds. It
has also created a Pollinators Patch at the park, a stumpery and a community herb garden,
and has a Wimbledon-inspired planter at the tennis club. In the last year the group ran five
community workdays including litter picks, tree planting, gorse clearing and willow harvesting.
RHS Scotland Award for Overcoming Adversity
Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow
In 2016, West Lothian Council stopped providing or maintaining summer bedding. All flower
beds were to be grassed over, and tubs/planters removed unless local groups took over
responsibility. Burgh Beautiful Linlithgow ran a ‘Bye Bye’ campaign, placing signs in the
flower beds and planters, saying that, without community support, these floral features would
disappear. The campaign was well publicised and, much to Burgh Beautiful’s delight and
relief, the response from individuals, groups and businesses was excellent – the number of
volunteers doubled to over 90, and financial sponsorship increased to a level likely to sustain
the floral operations for the foreseeable future.
Keep Scotland Beautiful Award
Blairmore Village Trust
This tiny rural coastal village has made its mark in a very short time. From a standing start
in March this year, the group has created a real buzz both in the village and surrounding
coastal communities. The work is already enhancing Blairmore’s appeal as a destination,
with visitors to the area from land and water being encouraged to stay longer and explore the
new developments. A real highlight is how the group has helped to build a plethora of new
relationships within and outwith the community, with a new social hub in the village and many
offers of support from further afield. The work is underpinned by a long standing, sustainable
development plan for the village, creating a strong foundation for activity this year and into
the future.
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Keep Scotland Beautiful is the charity that campaigns,
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global environmental issues to change behaviour and
improve the quality of people’s lives and the places
they care for. We are committed to making Scotland
clean, green and more sustainable.
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