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The Living Garden: One Planet Picnic pocket
gardens
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Living Garden Elements
The Living Garden
had three elements:
21 One Planet
Picnic pocket
gardens and a
polytunnel to house
the smallest pocket
gardens
Workshops
A colonnade of 16
exhibitors

The polytunnel
The polytunnel was available as a walk-through feature, where people could view the miniature pocket
gardens.

Partnership working
In 2017, the Garden for Life Forum again worked with
Keep Scotland Beautiful's Food & Environment
programme, which ran a competition for Eco-Schools
throughout Scotland to design a One Planet Picnic pocket
garden. 21 schools and nurseries won the competition to
come and build their pocket picnics in the show ground.
The pocket gardens formed the central focus of the Living
Garden area of the show, around which were 16
exhibitors who were members of the forum or businesses
which were promoting wildlife friendly gardening through
their products and ethos.

Ben Darvill, British Trust for Ornithology: “The pallet gardens
designed and built by children are a highlight and an annual
reminder to those of us who mostly work with adults of 'what it's
all about'. It's so refreshing to see the next generation enthused
about the natural world and I really hope that this initiative can
continue.”

One Planet Picnic pocket gardens

The Living Garden was filled with 21 pocket gardens and a polytunnel to house the miniature pocket gardens.
These pocket gardens were to be no more than 1m x 1m, and had to illustrate the theme of providing food for
humans and wildlife. As 2017 is the ‘Year of History, Heritage and Archaeology, entrants to the competition were
also asked to incorporate those ideas into their designs.
Visitor numbers to the show in 2017 were 35,000.
Show organisers received many compliments about the Living Garden area.

The competition
The gardens on display were selected via a national
competition. In January 2017, Eco-Schools across
Scotland were invited to design a One Planet Picnic
pocket garden. All entries were judged by a Garden for
Life panel. The prize for winning entries was the
opportunity to build and display their garden at the
show. A small bursary was offered to assist schools with
travel costs.

The Living Garden competition received over 300 entries
from schools right across Scotland – triple the number of
entries received in 2016!

One Planet Picnic pocket gardens
For the 2017 competition there were three
interlinked themes: One Planet Picnic;
Wildlife Gardening; and the Year of History,
Heritage and Archaeology.
Schools from Orkney to Dumfries, and from
Moray to Islay entered; and children from
three to 16 years old got involved. For a full
list of entrants, see Appendix.

Carluke High School said: “We loved taking part. It
was exciting to win, and gave our Eco group pupils a
boost that their design was so successful. The group
has now won ‘group of the year’ at the school prize
giving ceremony next week. The pupils loved getting
the garden organised. A parent even built platforms
for us to paint and that was amazing too.”

Chair of Garden for Life Forum, Anthony
McCluskey: “The schools have again shown how
creative and talented their students and staff are.
The designs were brilliant, and it was great to see
them turned into real, beautiful gardens.”

Setting up the gardens on site

Finished gardens

Award-winning gardens
This year it was decided to present three of the gardens
with special awards to acknowledge excellence in one of
three themes. The winners were selected by Anthony
McCluskey, Chair of the Garden for Life Forum (Wildlife
Gardening Award), Eve Keepax from Keep Scotland
Beautiful (One Planet Picnic Award), and Ewan Hyslop
from Historic Environment Scotland (Year of History,
Heritage and Archaeology Award).
The winners of these awards were:
One Planet Picnic - Douglas Academy
Wildlife Gardening - Dunoon Grammar School
Year of History, Heritage, and Archaeology - Arnhall Day Nursery

Award-winning gardens
Many of the gardens which weren’t chosen
for the awards were excellent for other
reasons, such as having a brilliant or
ambitious design. It was decided to
recognise these gardens through the
presentation of three ‘commendation’
awards from the judges.
Commendations were received by Staffin
Primary School, Grove Academy and
Williamwood High School.
In addition to those, the public were asked
to vote for their favourite garden for a
public choice award, which was won by
Gigha Primary School.

Living Garden brochure
In 2017, a brochure was produced for visitors to show the background to these gardens. 'Our Pocket Garden
stories' were contributed by the winning schools, which featured in the brochure and on the Keep Scotland
Beautiful website. These were a sample, showing the huge contribution of the whole school community in
their creation. The full brochure can be viewed online at:
www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/media/1559017/pocket-garden-guide-2017-final-low-res-230517.pdf
Ardvreck Primary School: “One of the grandfathers of a pupil helped us
design our structure to support the tyres. It was then assembled at the
school, ready for planting. We began planting into our mountain
structure including our Bere barley which dates back to 8th century
Scotland and can only be sourced from Orkney. We were thrilled when
the college there offered to provide us with some seeds. We worked
with local enterprise Remake who supplied us with scrap materials for
our planting and bumblebees.”
Grove Academy: “The lovely
people at our local Costa and
Dobbies supplied us with cups and
plants! We originally intended it
to be larger with different sizes of
cups. But it didn’t work out, due
to awkward cup sizes. So we
made a simpler, smaller version Plan B.”

Knightswood Secondary: “We grew
flowers from seed and built an armature
from recycled materials to create the
base for our garden. The colourful plants
are integrated into the Kelpies
themselves. Our garden is bold, vibrant
and inspiring, we hope you enjoy it.”

St Joseph’s Primary: “We began planting
our seeds in trays. We kept our seedlings
moist and once the seedlings had a few
true leaves we transplanted them into
bigger pots. It was still really cold outside
so we couldn’t risk putting them out yet.
Brainwave! Why don’t we make the hat
into a hanging basket? This was much
harder than it looked; the pupils worked
together using their problem solving skills
to create a basket that would be strong
enough to hold our plants.”

Living Garden workshops
Every year the Garden for
Life Forum members run a
series of workshops
throughout the day to
engage people directly in
sustainable gardening.
In 2017, Forum members
ran 14 workshops over the
three show days, with over
120 members of the public
attending the workshops.
This year, the workshops
were presented by Plantlife
Scotland, Butterfly
Conservation Scotland,
Froglife, Royal Horticultural
Society (RHS) Scotland, and
Trellis.

Workshops

Wildlife Gardeners’ question time
The Forum, with RHS Scotland,
staged a lunch time Wildlife
Gardener’s Question time. Hosted by
David Mitchell, it attracted an
audience of over 120 people, with
questions ranging from the best way
to make a pond for wildlife, to how to
help hedgehogs and bees in the
garden.
This year’s panel had representatives
from Scottish Allotments and
Gardens Society, Froglife and
Butterfly Conservation Scotland.

Living Garden stands

Jenny Mollison, Scottish Allotments and Gardens Society: “For the Scottish
Allotments and Gardens Society, the Living Garden presents us with a unique
opportunity for reaching out to plotholders and aspiring plotholders throughout
Scotland (and beyond). Every day, our volunteers from allotment sites looking
after our stand note their conversations with visitors and we gather some
invaluable information about allotments. It's a pleasure to meet so many people
and our stall is always busy.”

Social media and promotion
Members of the Garden for Life Forum were encouraged to use #Garden4life when
tweeting about the show and Living Garden activities.

Visitors to the Living Garden

Catherine Leatherland, Scottish Wildlife Trust “We were busy over the course of the
three days at Gardening Scotland – especially the weekend. Visitors were engaged
and keen to talk about our conservation work as well as participate in the activities
offered. It was a wonderful platform to launch the Edinburgh Living Landscapes
Pollinator Pledge, with many people enthusiastic to sign up. A fun event and an
enjoyable weekend for the team!”
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Living Garden 2018
In 2018, The Garden for Life Forum will be
working with partners to continue to
promote gardening to sustain human
health and biodiversity.
The Living Garden will continue to be a
place where we can encourage seasoned
gardeners to adopt more sustainable
principles, as well as inspire a new
generation of green-fingered young people
to take up gardening – for life!

Anthony McCluskey
Chair, Garden for Life Forum

List of One Planet Picnic pocket
garden winners
Allanton Primary School and Nursery Class
Ardvreck Primary School
Arnhall Day Nursery
Bervie Primary School
Carluke High School
Douglas Academy
Dunoon Grammar School
Focus School, Caledonia Campus
Gigha Primary School
Grove Academy
Harmeny School
Knightswood Secondary School
Laurieston Day Nursery
Leuchars Primary School
Pinewood School
Plockton Primary / BunSgoil a' Phluic
St Joseph's Primary School
Staffin Primary School
Tarradale Primary School
Ullapool Primary School
Williamwood High School

Garden for Life Forum members
British Dragonfly Society
British Trust for Ornithology Scotland
Buglife
Bumblebee Conservation Trust
Butterfly Conservation Scotland
Central Scotland Green Network Trust
Community Food & Health Scotland
Federation of City Farms & Community
Gardens
Froglife
Gardening Scotland Rural Projects
greenspace gcotland
Grounds for Learning
Horticultural Trades Association
Keep Scotland Beautiful
National Trust for Scotland
Plantlife Scotland
Royal Botanic Garden Edinburgh

Royal Horticultural Society Scotland
RSPB Scotland
Scottish Allotments & Gardens Society
Scottish Government
Scottish Natural heritage
Scottish Wild Harvests Association
Scottish Wildlife Trust
Soil Association
The Caley
The Conservation Volunteers
Trellis

