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Our journey with begonias began in 2010
when Fife Council offered us the tubers from
their flower beds at the end of the season,
having no facility of their own to re-cycle
them. We borrowed a greenhouse at the
council’s Craigtoun Park nursery. Some group
members were familiar with the process of re-
cycling them while others had to learn. First
we clean the earth off without damaging the
skin. The tubers are then spaced out on trays
in the dark in a frost free atmosphere. It is
important to check their condition. Any
showing any sign of rot are discarded before
they infect others. A local electrician installed
blower heaters for us which did not prove
successful as they blew from the top down.
Any heating should come from the bottom.
Heat is needed to start tubers into growth in
February. We use Levington M3 compost and
grow them on at approximately 65�F. The
greenhouse was insulated with bubble wrap.
We only water lightly until the plants are in

vigorous growth and flourishing. Watering is
done in the evening when the sun goes down
to ensure no scorching of the leaves. Mid-
May sees them removed from the
greenhouse to harden off.

Lack of greenhouse and tunnel space was
always going to be an issue since the group
possessed neither. However travelling from
Cupar to near St Andrews three times a week
was not ideal and the council needed their
greenhouse again in spring for their own
bedding plants. Our own tunnel and conser-
vatory were quickly put into use and other
areas were kindly given to us at Elmwood
College and Weston House, a day care centre.
Rotas for tending and watering were drawn up
but there is nothing like living on the spot with
the begonias and tending ‘your babies’. We had
quite a few years of success with them, some
large heating bills, but our reputation for
begonias spread far and wide.

Cupar’s love affair with begonias

Mary & Ronnie Law

Fibrous rooted semperflorens begonias at the centre of one of Cupar’s floral displays. © Andrew Hogarth. 
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In 2012 we had so many healthy plants; where
would we market them? Ronnie took a stall at
an event in Stirling organised by the Scottish
Association of Flower Arrangement Societies
to raise money for their display at Chelsea
Flower Show. He was inundated with buyers
and now ‘our’ begonias are being grown all
over Scotland from Troon to Stonehaven.

Cupar gained a reputation for its planters and
hanging baskets and in time colour schemes
were planned to suit the architecture of the
buildings. All was well until Christmas Day
2013 when an overnight frost took its toll and
we lost all our 2,200 tubers. What a Christmas
present! Thinking by the gardeners in the
group resulted in us switching to purchasing
plugs. This has proved most successful. There
is still much work to do but the benefits are
that work begins later in the year, in early
April, with a reduced fuel bill. We can have a
greater variety of plants and colours. We buy
enough plugs for our needs with some extra in
case we need spares; the excess plants are sold
for group funds. We bring on 1475 plugs and
use 950 selling the excess for our funds. We
use our plants in our 130 planters and tubs.
Cupar in Bloom also has 200 hanging baskets
which we do not fill ourselves.

Our current favourite varieties are the trailing
Illumination Series:‘Golden Picotee’, ‘Salmon
Pink’ and ‘Apricot Shades’ and the Non-Stop
‘Mocca Deep Orange’.

The team has come a long way with the
begonia trail, learned from each other and
gained great satisfaction each summer.

Mary & Ronnie Law, Muirfield House,
Cupar Road, Cupar, KY15 5RH.

Mary was a primary school teacher but
captivated by flower arranging she became a
demonstrator, teacher and judge. From 1989–91
she was National Chairman of the National
Association of Flower Arrangement Societies and
its President from 2006–2008. For some 27 years
along with husband Ronnie their garden was open
to the public one day each year raising approxi-
mately £40,000 for charities. This coupled with
other fund raising led to Mary being given an

MBE in 2004. Ronnie started his own firm RM
Law (Cupar) Ltd specialising in pallets in 1967
until retirement in 2000. He was Chairman of
Cupar Businesses Association for many years, and
is an honorary member of Cupar Rotary Club
and a Paul Harris Fellow. Both have been
Chieftains of Cupar Highland Games. They
joined Cupar in Bloom when it was formed in
2004. Both received the RHS Britain in Bloom
Community Champion Awards in 2010.
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All  photos © Mary Law/Cupar in Bloom.
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Cupar in Bloom.

Planter. © David Scott /Links Media Cupar.

Cupar in Bloom.


