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Welcome to Winchburgh! 

Home of the amazing Winchburgh Community Growing Group and Winchburgh Wombles! 

Please read below our 2025 pillars towards our success… 
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Did you know our logo has the shale bings in the background and was designed in 2018 from a pupil at Winchburgh Primary school?   

Two years later our logo was redesigned when we launched the Winchburgh Wombles during lockdown in 2020! Both groups work side by side to keep the 

community looking it’s best – This year we are celebrating the Wombles turning 5 and the growers 7 years old and both going strong. 

https://www.winchburghdevelopments.com/news/community-spirit-in-full-bloom-as-local-groups-celebrate-milestone-anniversaries/ 

1) Introduction 

Winchburgh Community Growing group formed in 2018 and has benefited the community in several ways: 

• Bringing the community together through the love and food and growing in general 

• Build, planted and maintain over 50 planters in local streets, businesses and church’s 

• Planters also located at Niddry Castle golf club, Winchburgh Nursery and two primary schools 

• Three orchards are located at next to the Nursery, Barrats Park and Auldcathie Park which is Scotland’s largest placemaking projects when phase 

two is completed will make up 85 acres of park, café, park4run, cycle tracks, dog park and the award winning home of the Winchburgh Community 

Growing group. 

• Supporting and introducing existing members of Winchburgh with people who have moved here 

• Have several planters sponsored by local businesses / developers 

• Sub partner group – Winchburgh Wombles who have collected thousands of bags of rubbish and are about to launch a live dashboard portal so 

everyone can see the bags and hours collected – The community is looking cleaner than ever and has been noticed by everyone.  We share our stats 

with West Lothian Litter Pickers and monthly stats are available as sent to our community.  Each 6 months rewards are given for every star (from 

our logo)  

WCGG have received several grants/support to date from: 

• Winchburgh Developments LTD    

• West Lothian Council 

• Cala Homes 

• Scotmid 

• Sainsburys 

• The Orchard Project 

• Tesco Bags for Help 

https://www.winchburghdevelopments.com/news/community-spirit-in-full-bloom-as-local-groups-celebrate-milestone-anniversaries/
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• Taylor Wimpey 

• National Lottery 

• I&H Brown 

• Winchburgh Development Trust 

• Lovell Homes 

• Wheatley Group 
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          Auldcathie blank canvas – March 2022… 
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2) Horticultural Achievement  
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3) Environmental Responsibility  
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Christmas trees recycled to use as mulch in park…     Old wooden furniture transformed with new lease of life... 
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4) Community Participation  
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Annual Winchburgh gala day parade for Wombles and Growers 
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Gala day float 1 of 3 
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Hundreds of free Gala Apples for the community on route around the parade 
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5) Future events and plans for 2025 

WCGG & Wombles will continue to grow the park and keep our community area clean. 

Many mini projects are growing including further partnerships with the church garden, more bee and bug hotels, willow workshops, on site food making 

with more use of our community cabin as we continue to bring the community together with free events at Halloween and Christmas with our Winchburgh 

Wonderland.  The ideas on the table are endless and WCGG will ensure everyone is involved to make this one of the biggest and best community projects in 

Scotland. Our Easter event attracted almost 3,000 people to visit the park, our biggest event number to date. 

 

Our main focus this year is purchasing more sleepers to build up the no dig beds in a step style, 1, 2 and 3 tier heights which will look good, provide seating 

and allow the kids to paint them as they become sponsored by local businesses/house builders. Year 3 is our big year for growing now that a large section 

of the garden has been transformed to be able to grow more food.  We continue to work with our community in a big way holding workshops, events and 

having a relaxed vibe as we welcome more volunteers us. We are on 17th June launching the Winchburgh Builders Den or “Men’s Shed” working in 

partnership with Winchburgh Community Development Trust. 

We also have support from park maintenance company BDS who are able to transport items to the growing area in a fully electric transit van and part 

funded the willow cathedral. Alongside this we are working with West Lothian Council CJ team to help deliver some of the labour intensive items such as 

path building, digging trenches for willow and any ad-hoc requests we must help transform the area faster than volunteers ever could. 
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6) Longer Term 

Auldcathie continues to attract residents who have lived in Winchburgh all their life and people who have just moved to the area – We continue to strive to 

keep bringing people together over the love of growing no matter what skills they have. 

The benefits to growing and eating local are well published and WCGG was formed to allow food to be grown literally right up your street! The pandemic, 

Brexit and continuing war in Ukraine further highlighted the need and benefits to being self-sufficient.  Low food miles mean anyone can pick some fresh 

mint and potatoes and walk home to make a delicious dish picking from a recipe featured on www.WinchburghCGG.co.uk  

"Taste the difference" is a slogan Sainsbury's use for some of their products, WCGG supporters who pick from the planters know that taste the of locally 

grown and eaten food can't be beaten – From Park to Plate! 

WCGG was formed as a response to the community of Winchburgh growing and ensuring cohesion.  It's important to bring people together and sowing, 
growing and eating is a passion shared by the community new to growing and residents with years of knowledge and experience.   
The local council have supported the efforts allowing planters to be placed on council land along with developer's land ensuring food is fresh and accessible 

to all.  WCGG attended soup and a chat hosted by WLC in 2018 which has helped them develop best practice and create a picture of growing group in West 

Lothian, soon to be published is a report.  Working with local businesses, churches, schools and residents to being everyone together over the love of 

growing.  During covid and 1st lock down WCGG supported people at home, delivering 100s of free tomatoes, strawberries, seeds, potatoes and trees for 

the community to adopt which have been planted in Auldcathie park. Elizebeth Borthwick looks back in this book to 1982 when Winchburgh had an active 

flower show giving out prizes to residents and schools. In 2025 we expect WCGG and the Wombles to reach new heights and look forward to welcoming 

everyone along to share the success of our amazing community based in Winchburgh.  

 

 
 
 

 
 

http://www.winchburghcgg.co.uk/
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7) Finance 
 

Winchburgh Community Growing Group actively seeks for funding from various sources and reports back our achievements. Lovell are another new house 

builder we met with May 2025 and are building a new relationship with them to get funding, free wood from building site and volunteers hours from them. 

 

WCGG currently have raised over £67,000 over the past 7 years and have £1,393 in accounts. 
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7) Press Releases 
 
 
 
Wind turbines / solar - https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/winchburgh-sows-seeds-more-sustainable-34935451 
 
Cala Support - https://www.falkirkherald.co.uk/business/consumer/calas-community-pledge-for-the-people-of-winchburgh-5099811 
 
Taylor Wimpey Support - https://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/articles/taylor-wimpey-east-scotland-volunteers-plant-550-trees-in-winchburgh 
 
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/housebuilder-donates-defibrillator-winchburgh-community-34860957 
 
Willow Cathedral - https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25123790.new-york-inspired-cathedral-built-scotlands-fastest-growing-town/ 
 
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/new-york-city-inspired-willow-35158001 
 
Growers and Wombles previous Birthday party - https://www.winchburghdevelopments.com/news/community-spirit-in-full-bloom-as-local-groups-

celebrate-milestone-anniversaries/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/winchburgh-sows-seeds-more-sustainable-34935451
https://www.falkirkherald.co.uk/business/consumer/calas-community-pledge-for-the-people-of-winchburgh-5099811
https://www.scottishconstructionnow.com/articles/taylor-wimpey-east-scotland-volunteers-plant-550-trees-in-winchburgh
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/housebuilder-donates-defibrillator-winchburgh-community-34860957
https://www.heraldscotland.com/news/25123790.new-york-inspired-cathedral-built-scotlands-fastest-growing-town/
https://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/local-news/new-york-city-inspired-willow-35158001
https://www.winchburghdevelopments.com/news/community-spirit-in-full-bloom-as-local-groups-celebrate-milestone-anniversaries/
https://www.winchburghdevelopments.com/news/community-spirit-in-full-bloom-as-local-groups-celebrate-milestone-anniversaries/
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   8) Videos 

 

Drone from Easter Event - https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19oPR9qa1Z/ 

Lookback video 2024 - https://www.facebook.com/WinchburghCGG/videos/1601316044096322 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/19oPR9qa1Z/
https://www.facebook.com/WinchburghCGG/videos/1601316044096322

