
Pocket Garden Stories 2025

P o c k e t Garden Stor ies 2025

Winners : 2025 Pub l i c Vote
Joint 1st Place: Kilmaurs ECC
Joint 1st Place: Auchinleck ECC
2nd Place:LinnvalePrimary
3rd Place: KeillsPrimary

Winner : 2025 F o o d  f o r  P e o p l e  T h e m e
Grandtul ly Pr imary

Winner : 2025 Our  Her i tage T h e me
Sacred Heart ELC

Winner : 2025 Wi ld l i fe  Garden ing T h e me
Dunscore Pr imary

Have you been inspired by these a m a z i n g Pocket Gardens?
You can create your own Pocke t Garden at h o m e or take part in next year's

competit ion.

These amazing gardens were inspired by the 2025 Pocket 
Garden themes of Our Heritage, Food for People and Wildl i fe 

Gardening.
Pocket Garden is delivered in partnership with the Garden 

for Life Forum.

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/


Tab le of  con ten ts

Auchinleck ECC, East Ayrshire joint 1st place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Busy Bees Glasgow Oakwood, South Lanarkshire

Castle Douglas Primary, 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ ϧ Dŀƭƭƻǿŀȅ ϥ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ CƻƻŘΩ

Castle Douglas PrimaryΣ 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ ϧ Dŀƭƭƻǿŀȅ ϥ¢ƘǊŜŀǾŜ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩ

Dunblane High School, Stirling

Dunscore Primary School, Dumfries & Galloway 2025 Wildlife Gardening theme winner

GrandtullyPrimary School, Perth & Kinross 'Story Garden'

GrandtullyPrimary SchoolΣ tŜǊǘƘ ϧ YƛƴǊƻǎǎ ϥ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜŜŘǎΩ 2025 Food for People theme 
winner

Greenbank Pre School, Edinburgh City

Houston Primary School, Renfrewshire

Isobel Mair School, East Renfrewshire

Isobel Mair school (Barra class), East Renfrewshire

KeillsPrimary, Argyll & Bute 3rd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Kilmaurs ECC, East Ayrshire joint 1st place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

LinnvalePrimary, West Dunbartonshire 2nd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Loudoun Academy Communication Centre, East Ayrshire

Meldrum Academy, Aberdeenshire

Meldrum Primary School, Aberdeenshire

Moorpark Early Years Class, North Ayrshire

Oakwood Primary School, Glasgow City

Perth Grammar School, Perth & Kinross

Redwell Primary, Clackmannanshire judges' commendation

Rephad Primary School, Dumfries & Galloway

Royal School of Dunkeld, Perth & Kinross

Sacred Heart ELC, Falkirk 2025 Our Heritage theme winner

St David's ELC, Midlothian

St Machar Academy, Aberdeenshire

St Matthew's Academy, North Ayrshire judges' commendation

St. Andrew's Primary, Midlothian judges' commendation



Auchin leck ECC 

Jo in t  1s t p lace pub l ic  vo te

hǳǊ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ƛǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨhǳǊ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ tƭŀŎŜΩ ŀǎ 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ IƻǳǎŜ Ǉƭŀȅǎ ŀ ǎƛƎƴƛŦƛŎŀƴǘ 
part  in  our her i tage here. I t  provides many happy memories for  our chi ldren 
and fami l ies that  v is i t  there.  Some chi ldren were talking about  how the king 
vis i ts Dumfr ies House so they helped to create a king to watch over the 
garden.

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜŀƭ ǘƻƻƭǎ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭǎ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƛƴ ΨƧǳƴƛƻǊ 
ƧƻƛƴŜǊȅΩ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǿƻƻŘŜƴ 5ǳƳŦǊƛŜǎ IƻǳǎŜ ŀƴŘ ōǳƎ ƘƻǘŜƭ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜ 
centre of  our garden.

We have not iced many di f ferent bugs and minibeasts vis i t ing our f lowers 
and bug hotel .  

I t  was evident  that  chi ldren loved to use the real  tools to create an end 
product .  



Our favor i te parts-

ΨǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ōŜŜǎ ŀƴŘ ōǳƎǎΩΤ ΨǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎŀǿ ǘƻ 
ƳŀƪŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΩ ΨǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƎǊƻǿΩ ΨǿŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōƻǘǘƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǘŜǊ ǘƻ 
Ŧŀƭƭ ŘƻǿƴΩ ΨǘƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎΩ

The staf f 's favor i te part  was seeing the chi ldren so engaged in a d i f ferent 
exper iences such as using the tools and get t ing fu l ly involved in p lant ing and 
looking af ter  the garden. This has encouraged chi ldren who do not  engage in 
outdoor learning which is amazing to see. The pocket  garden is now the start  of  
our garden journey and has inspired staf f  and chi ldren to fur ther develop the 
natural  space.

We held a p lant ing day where al l  chi ldren planted f lowers,  f ru i ts and vegetables 
and learned al l  about  how to look af ter  our p lants.   Part  of  our eco journey is to 
develop our f ront  garden area to be a natural  garden area for the chi ldren to 
explore. The pocket  garden is a great  start  for  th is p lan and i t  wi l l  remain 
with in the f ront  garden to develop and evolve.

I t  was evident  that  chi ldren loved to use the real  tools to create an end 
product .  



Busy Bees G lasgow Oakwood

When planning the garden the chi ldren learned about  The Glasgow Coat of  
Arms as part  of  stor ies,  myths and legends. 

The Tree that  never grew-The Bel l  ςThe Bird that  never f lew ςThe Fish that  
never swam. 



The chi ldren love moss and wanted to use i t  in  their  pocket  garden to at t ract  
minibeasts.  The chi ldren learned that  moss needs a shaded area to grow. As 
our garden is in fu l l  sun i t  was not  a good environment for  the moss to thr ive. 
The chi ldren decided to br ing logs and st icks f rom forest  school to at t ract  the 
bugs and minibeasts instead.

We planted chives and thyme, kindly donated by a parent .  Not  only do they 
taste good the f lowers at t ract  the bees.  A grandparent  donated chocolate 
mint  cut t ings for  the chi ldren to p lant  and taste.

When the plants grow we wi l l  p lant  them into our back garden.

Working on the pocket  garden project  opened up so many learning 
opportuni t ies for  the chi ldren. They learned about  the importance of  taking 
care of  our immediate environment,  the oceans and our ent i re p lanet .



/ŀǎǘƭŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ϥ¢ǊŀŘƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ {ŎƻǘǘƛǎƘ CƻƻŘΩ

Our garden is a representat ion of  t radi t ional  Scot t ish food as part  of  our 
her i tage. 

We reused an old teapot  and teacup to represent the very popular Scot t ish 
t radi t ion of  a wee cuppa tea. Lemon balm was p lanted in the teapot .  I t  can be 
used to make tea. Vis i tors in  Scot land are usual ly of fered a cuppa accompanied 
by a sweet  t reat .  We reused ¢ǳƴƴƻŎƪΩǎteacake wrappers wrapped around 
stones.  We also put  shortbread steps leading up to the teapot  made f rom old 
b i ts of  wood.

The t radi t ional  Scot t ish d ish of  haggis,  neeps and tat t ies is represented by 
Mar igolds (orange for  the neeps),  Diascia (whi te for  the mashed tat t ies) and 
we also created a p i le of  bark (  brown for  the haggis).  The bark p i le is a good 
habi tat  for  invertebrates and we watched beet les use i t  a lmost  immediately

We painted the 
backdrop in tar tan 
as th is is of ten 
found on food 
packaging of  
Scot t ish foods. We 
chose an Irn Bru 
tar tan! We planted 
a mixture of  
orange and b lue 
f lowers to t ie in  
wi th th is tar tan:  
Mar igolds for  
orange; 
Cornf lowers,  
Lobel ia and Nigel la 
because their  
f lowers are b lue. 
Al l  these f lowers 
are great  for  
at t ract ing bees,  
but terf l ies and 
hoverf l ies.  



Fishing has been a vi ta l  part  of  Scot t ish l i fe for  centur ies so we planted 
Nemesia and Salmon Petunias to represent  salmon f ishing. We reused an old 
lobster creel  f rom a local  d isused harbour to grow radishes. The radish colour 
represents prawns, lobsters and crabs that  used to be the catch inside.

The chi ldren learned a lot  dur ing their  research of  t radi t ional  Scot t ish foods. 
Then they learned to p lant  seeds and t ransplant the seedl ings into larger 
containers to al low the roots to spread. We were very lucky dur ing the process 
as a lot  of  resources were donated f rom the community.  Dalbeat t ie Garden 
Centre and Cast le Douglas Ald i  donated compost  for  our garden. 



/ŀǎǘƭŜ 5ƻǳƎƭŀǎ tǊƛƳŀǊȅ ϥ¢ƘǊŜŀǾŜ 9ǎǘŀǘŜΩ

Our local  her i tage has Threave Gardens, Threave Cast le and Threave Nature 
Reserve. Most  of  the P4 pupi ls have vis i ted some or al l  of  these areas.  The 
chi ldren were keen to celebrate nature in the area as part  of  our her i tage too.

The chi ldren love Threave Cast le as i t  is on a smal l  is land on the River Dee. To 
get  there you have to t ravel  in  a rowing boat .  We f i l led old bot t les with stones 
to achieve the grey colour of  the cast le and to provide a home for smal l  bugs. 
We  put  compost  inside the cast le and planted a fern,  Selaginel la,  on top. This 
fern represents the nest  of  a peregr ine falcon pair  that  have nested on top of  
the cast le for  the past  few years.

We also made a model t ree using an old post  wi th an old green horse food 
bucket  at tached to the top and planted let tuces in i t .  The let tuces represent 
the osprey nest  in Threave Nature Reserve.



Pelargoniums and Salvias represent  the formal gardens.  Bees and but terf l ies 
l ike the Salvias and Bul l f inches l ike the seeds of  the Pelargoniums. 

We planted parsley and sage around the cast le to form the is land. These herbs 
wi l l  be harvested and used in cooking. We  also p lanted radishes, leeks and 
beans. These are al l  edib le and wi l l  be harvested when they are ready.

Lobel ia,  Nigel la,  Cornf lowers,  Violas,  Corydal is and Dianthus fo l iage represent  
the River Dee. Bees and but terf l ies  l ike them and cornf lowers are also edib le 
for  people. We are hoping to t ry them in salad.



The P4 pupi ls enjoyed al l  aspects f rom plant ing to learning to use wi l low to 
make models.  The greatest  exci tement came as they watched their  design turn 
into a real i ty.  They are very proud of  their  creat ion. We are looking forward to 
watching the garden improve even more over the next  few weeks as al l  of  the 
f lowers b loom.

We also owe a huge thank you to Threave Gardens who helped us to grow 
some of  our p lants in their  greenhouses. We have been supported throughout 
the process by one of  their  gardeners with advice, gardening t ips and school 
v is i ts to keepuson t rack..



Dunblane H igh School

hǳǊ {м ŀƴŘ {н ƎŀǊŘŜƴƛƴƎ ƎǊƻǳǇ ƛƴǾƛǘŜ  ȅƻǳ ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ 5ǳƴōƭŀƴŜ IƛƎƘ {ŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ 
50th Bir thday! The bunt ing made f rom repurposed school uni form from our 
school and i ts feeder pr imaries.  The DHS school motto takes central  p lace, 
ProspiceUlt ra Montes ςlook beyond the mountains ςencouraging us to be 
ambit ious and meet new chal lenges.  We have made three mountains in the 
garden: Ben Ledi,  Ben Vor l ich and Ben Venue, part  of  our natural  her i tage that  
we are lucky enough to be able to see f rom school.

Bruce the Spruce, our resident  Chr istmas t ree is working overt ime supervis ing 
ǘƘŜ ŎŜƛƭƛŘƘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ŘŀƴŎŜŦƭƻƻǊ ƻŦ ǊŜǳǎŜŘ ǘƛƭŜǎΦ  .ǊǳŎŜΩǎ ǎƻƭŀǊ ǇƻǿŜǊŜŘ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
twinkl ing as the wi ld l i fe (both real  and mythical)  st ruts i ts stuf f  ςcan you spot  
Nessie,  a unicorn and a haggis? 

Two tennis rackets,  represent  the Murray brothers,  an important  part  of  our 
ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀǎ ƻǳǊ Ƙŀƭƭ ƛǎ ƴŀƳŜŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ WŀƳƛŜΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǊŀŎƪŜǘǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǎŜǊǾŜ ŀǎ 
fest ive bal loons.  In f ront  of  Bruce, we have made the River Tei th,  a valuable 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ 5ǳƴōƭŀƴŜΩǎ ƴŀǘǳǊŀƭ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƻǳǎ 5ǳŎƪ wŀŎŜ ƛƴ 
the Dunblane Fl ing.



Our buf fet table area is wel l-stocked with edib le p lants such as chives, tat t ies,  
st rawberr ies,  raspberr ies and lavender.   There are p laces to rest  there i f  the 
party gets too much, wi th a hedgehog house, sweet pea covered story-te l l ing 
tent  and a bug hotel  nest l ing under the buf fet table.  

Never too far  f rom the snacks, our cress-headed school choir  are nearby, 
s inging t radi t ional  songs and wearing ki l ts.

Geoff rey is our resident  f ie ldmouse.  Lots of  our new plants were nibbled up 
by Geoff rey and his f r iends, which was a b i t  of  a chal lenge, but  he is so cute 
ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƳƛƴŘΗ

The DHS gardening group is run by volunteers f rom the community and our 
local  zero waste shop, Weigh Ahead, has provided us wi th grant  money to help 
create our garden. 

²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ƎǊŜŀǘ Ŧǳƴ ŜȄǇƭƻǊƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΩǎ ƘŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƘƻǇŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ 
enjoyed the party!





Dunscore Pr imary

W i n n e r  Wi l d l i f e G ar d en i n g  T h eme

Our landscape is our her i tage, the b lossom tree we see f rom our classroom 
window, that  we celebrate each spr ing and the wider landscape that  surrounds 
ǳǎΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎǊŜŀǘŜŘ ŀ ΨŦƻǊŜǎǘΩ ǘƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ ŀƭƭ ƪƛƴŘǎ ƻŦ 
insects and animals.

Using wood that  was fe l led by Storm Eowyn we have created height  in the 
garden, extra space = more l i fe.  Towers of  insect  homes, dr i l led dead wood, 
perches for b irds,  a habi tat  wigwam, p lant  labels and even the woodchip 
mulching our soi l .

We have f i l led the 
garden with 
f lowers and edib le 
p lants to 
encourage as much 
wi ld l i fe as 
possib le.  These 
have al l  been 
grown f rom our 
col lected seeds or 
propagated f rom 
larger p lants.  

Not  al l  our seeds 
germinated, and 
some plants have 
been eaten by al l  
the creatures we 
have welcomed 
into the 
garden.. . .and to 
celebrate KSB's 
25th anniversary 
LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ 
snai l  or  2 to weave 
a si lver t ra i l  
around our garden.



We have loved watching the garden grow, not ic ing the smal l  changes each week. 
We loved ly ing under our b lossom tree as the petals fe l l  on us,  water ing our 
seedl ings and shaking 1000 seeds f rom 1 poppy head.

Some quotes f rom pupi ls about  their  favour i te part  of  creat ing our garden:

άtǳǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƻƛƭΣ ǿŜ Ǝƻǘ ƳŜǎǎȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŦǳƴΗέ

άLǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƻǘǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦέ

ά²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƳŀŘŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǘŀƎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΣ ƛǘ ƭŜǘ ǳǎ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ 
ǿŀǎΦέ

άL ƭƻǾŜŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōǳƎ ƘƻǘŜƭǎΣ ǘƘŜ ōƛǊŘ ōŀǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻǳǎŜ ƘƻǳǎŜΗέ



Grandtu l ly tǊƛƳŀǊȅΣ Ψ{ǘƻǊȅ DŀǊŘŜƴΩ

Our her i tage is about  passing on and shar ing stor ies.  Our garden has books 
chosen by the chi ldren;  some they have taken f rom our school l ibrary where 
over the years chi ldren have enjoyed reading them. Some are f rom the local  
thr i f t  shop where a group of  chi ldren chose a few books that  re lated to their  
chi ldhood and where they l ive.

We put  an old chair  in  our garden to represent  someone si t t ing reading stor ies. 
We have used an old sui tcase and a box to p lant  in,  th is represents the stor ing 
of  o ld books and toys in the at t ic.



Our garden is wi ld l i fe f r iendly because we have used wi ldf lowers that  at t ract  
but terf l ies and bees. We l ike that  the grass is becoming wi ld and there are 
p laces for  bugs and insects to l ive and h ide.

We have p lanted edib le p lants l ike chives,  nasturt iums, borage, dandel ions and 
marigolds.  We can use these when we cook at  Forest  School .  We l ike to make 
tea and f latbreads wi th chives.

We have learnt  to use p lants that  a l ready exist  in  our environment and also that  
we maybe planned for  too many p lants!



Our favour i te parts were working together.  We enjoyed laying turf .  We enjoyed 
plant ing al l  the p lants.  We loved being outside and being in nature. We l iked 
f igur ing out  how to make the rain chain work!

/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƭŀƴǘƛƴƎ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜΗ !ƭǎƻ 
when i t  was real ly dry and hot ,  i t  was a chal lenge to keep the turf  watered and 
growing.

We were supported by a The Health iest  Town volunteer,  Susie and she real ly 
helped us with the growing of  some of  the p lants and gave us great  advice.

hǳǊ tƻŎƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǘŀȅ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ƎǊƻǳƴŘǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƛǘ ƎǊƻǿ ŀƴŘ 
change through the seasons.



Grandtu l ly tǊƛƳŀǊȅΣ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜŜŘǎΩ

W i n n e r  F o o d  f o r  Peo p l e  T h eme

²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ²ƻƴŘŜǊ ƻŦ ²ŜŜŘǎΩ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻǘǎ ƻŦ ƎŀǊŘŜƴŜǊǎ 
over look or remove.  We aimed to celebrate these of ten-unloved plants and 
enjoy what they can br ing to both us and local  wi ld l i fe.  

¢ƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ YŜŜǇ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘ .ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΩǎ нр ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƘŀǊƛǘȅ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
beaut i ful  s i lver b irch to our handmade bird bath.

We real ly value ski l ls and knowledge passed down to us f rom others,  th is is our 
her i tage.  Over th is last  year through our Forest  School and other projects we 
have worked with our local  community and learned how to weave wi l low, make 
pot tery,  create cordage and ID local  p lants,  we understand what p lants we can 
eat  and what other uses they might  have. 



The parts of  our garden that  are edib le to us are chives, net t les,  dandel ions, 
borage, nasturt iums, kale.   We have chosen plants that  are also edib le to lots of  
invertebrates and that  can also provide valuable habi tat .

We love shar ing our space with wi ld l i fe.  We use our camera t raps to monitor 
what   v is i ts the larger part  of  our garden and are looking forward to doing th is 
wi th our pocket  garden. We used local ly grown plants and sowed our own seeds 
that  we know wi l l  at t ract  a range of  insects.  We are very keen to at t ract  moths 
and are looking forward to using a moth t rap to see what moths are vis i t ing our 
pocket  garden.

We worked with our local  community group, Health iest  Town Aberfeldy,  who 
kindly donated water ing cans and helped us f ix our tap so we could water the 
garden.  One of  their  volunteers Susie came to help us every week, she helped 
us sow seeds, pot  up donated plants and advised us on how to make the most  of  
each space.

Our favour i te part  of  creat ing the garden was seeing i t  grow and progress, i t  was 
exci t ing watching the plants take root  and grow. 



Greenbank Pre-School

Our garden was inspired by our her i tage of  Cel t ic heal ing r i tuals in Scot land. We 
ǳǎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ōƻƻƪ ΨIŜŀƭƛƴƎ tƭŀƴǘǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭǘƛŎ 5ǊǳƛŘǎΩ ōȅ !ƴƎŜƭŀ tŀƛƴŜ ŀǎ ŀ ƎǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ 
which plants are nat ive to Scot land. Al l  the p lants are edib le and have a 
wel lbeing aspect .

We col lected pebbles f rom Portobel lo Beach. The slate comes f rom Greenbank 
tŀǊƛǎƘ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ {ƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŜōōƭŜǎ ŀǊŜ ΨǿƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻƴŜǎΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ 
the chi ldren can cup them in their  hands and make a wish.

As the plants grew we talked a lot  about  what  powers they have. Feedback f rom 
parents was great  dur ing th is t ime- many said that  their  chi ld had commented on 
a part icular p lant  and what i t  can do to make us feel  bet ter . .  



We made a smal l  p lant  nursery and grew everyth ing f rom seeds. Dur ing the 
Easter hol iday the plants were taken home to cont inue to water them.  We had 
our community BIG DIG DAY on May 10th and al l  our fami l ies came to help 
upcycle our outdoor spaces and assemble our Pocket  Garden.

The whole project  has absorbed the chi ldren and when they are in the garden 
playing, they are able to ident i fy the p lants and talk about  them.

Our garden wi l l  remain for  as long as possib le and unt i l  we create our next  
one! . .  





Houston Pr imary

Our Garden represents some of  the Cast les,  Homes, History,  Industry,  Myths and 
Heri tage of  Scot land.

We sourced a var iety of  p lants and learned about  Scot t ish h istory,  myths and 
her i tage.

Our garden is designed to at t ract  mini  beasts and al low funghi networks to 
grow. Parts of  our garden are edib le for  minibeasts and al low them to stay 
safely.  We used natural  stones, recycled wood for bui ld ings, rot t ing wood for 
funghi,  recycled Irn Bru cans (with holes cut  and dr i l led) to hold water and for 
some to al low mini  beasts to stay. We bui l t  a bug hotel  and a shel ter  for  a 
hedgehog. 



Our favour i te part  was when we bui l t  the garden, watered and looked af ter  i t .

We found i t  chal lenging dur ing the hot  weather recent ly.  Some of  our p lants and 
vegetables d id not  survive af ter  a week of  intense heat .  We sourced plants 
which could withstand the heat  to replace them and later covered the garden 
with stones and bark to retain moisture and protect  the soi l .

Our gardening club pupi ls and local  volunteers donated soi l  and compost  and we 
were able to use the polytunnel to grow plants.

We wi l l  keep looking af ter  our garden for the rest  of  the term and make i t  part  
of  our larger school garden.



I sobe l  Mai r  School

Our garden was inspired by pupi l  in terest  in Minecraf t  and strawberr ies so is a 
real  hybr id of  a design!  Using plast ic I rn Bru bot t les has been a nod to our 
Scot t ish her i tage to represent the famous dr ink as wel l  as the good old wel l ie 
boot  as a reminder of  the p lent i ful  Scot t ish rain!  

Flower choice was inspired by a sword that  appears in Minecraf t  so we planted 
delphiniums to repl icate the long structure and colours of  the sword, alongside 
var ious other seeds and bulbs to represent  colours and elements of  Minecraf t .  
The colour choice of  p lants was also to chosen to at t ract  insects as we learned 
that  some insects are at t racted to purple and blue f lowers. 

We also p lanted strawberry seeds in p last ic bot t les t ied to our fence to create a 
st rawberry wal l .   These, alongside var ious herbs are the edib le parts of  our 
design. 



/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ǿŜƭƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿŀƭƭ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ƻǳǊ Ψ²ŜƭƭƛŜ 
²ŀƭƭΩ ςwe overcame th is by adapt ing our design and now have our wel l ies 
standing guard around our tyre p lant  pots,  ready to warm of f  and stamp out  any 
unwelcome intruders!  

We have enjoyed plant ing and water ing our p lants and love to see the leaves 
growing and f lowers appear ing.  We are wait ing on some f lowers to appear but  
we can st i l l  see that  they are growing wel l .  

We wi l l  recycle or re-use any parts that  we can. We have real ly enjoyed th is 
process and th is is def in i te ly something we would take part  in  again.



LǎƻōŜƭ aŀƛǊ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ό.ŀǊǊŀ Ŏƭŀǎǎύ ΨaƛŎƪȅ aƻǳǎŜΩ

We planted a var iety of  heather as i t  is a deeply rooted symbol of  Scot land and 
ƛǎ ŎƻƳƳƻƴƭȅ ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƻǊǎ ŀƴŘ ƘƛƎƘƭŀƴŘǎΦ IŜŀǘƘŜǊ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘǎ {ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ 
natural  beauty and cul tural  s igni f icance.  The plan of  the garden is inspired by 
the 3 circ les that  make the shape of  Mickey Mouse's face, a wel l-loved 
character.

We have grown mint ,  basi l  and lavender in  our garden which our pupi ls 
enjoy touching,  smel l ing and tast ing.

We have a var iety of  p lants and st ructures to at t ract  var ious wi ld l i fe to v is i t  
our garden including a bug hotel .  We have wi tnessed spiders,  ladybirds,  
but terf l ies and bees vis i t  our garden.



²Ŝ ǳǎŜŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭŜŘ ǘȅǊŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊΩǎ ŎŀǊΣ ǊŜǳǎŜŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ Ǉƻǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻǳǊ 
houses, col lected bot t les that  our school  f r iends were going to recycle.

As a class we had lots of  fun p laying in the soi l  as we were p lant ing,  and taking 
on the responsib i l i ty of  water ing our p lants every day. We have enjoyed 
watching our p lants grow in our green house.

We learned how to care for  our p lants and what  p lants need to grow.

After  the compet i t ion the Pocket  Garden wi l l  remain in  our school  sensory 
garden on d isplay for  everyone to enjoy.  We wi l l  cont inue to care for  our 
garden..



Kei l ls Pr imary

3 r d p l a c e  Ψaȅ CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ tƻŎƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ tǳōƭƛŎ p u b l i c  v o t e

We wanted our garden to represent  l i fe on our is land home of  Is lay. We put  
beach pebbles around i t  to represent the shorel ine. We used empty oyster shel ls 
in between plants to help to stop weeds growing up and also because there is an 
oyster farm on Is lay. We have used scal lop shel ls to cover the plant ing pockets 
in  the vert ical  part  of  the garden. We have included an old lobster and crab 
creel  to represent  our f ish ing her i tage and i t  can also be a h i l l  in  the garden to 
represent  the heathery h i l ls and moorlands on Is lay. The bird feeder uses deer 
horns. We have included a pair  of  o ld yel low wel l ies to represent the RNLI and 
Lǎƭŀȅ [ƛŦŜōƻŀǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŦƛǎƘŜǊƳŜƴΩǎ ōƻƻǘǎ ŀǊŜ ȅŜƭƭƻǿΦΦ

We have lots for  wi ld l i fe in our garden design including a real ly good 
minibeast  hotel  in  the back base bui l t  f rom old slates,  br icks,  st icks and pots.    
We had the idea of  put t ing si lver,  solar fa i ry l ights around the garden, to 
at t ract  moths to the garden but  also to represent  25 years of  Keep Scot land 
.ŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭΦ ¢ƘŜ ƭƛƎƘǘǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ǘƻƻƪ ǘƘŜ 
photos in dayl ight ,  but  they do show up when i t  gets dark. We are al l  in  bed, 
but  the moths wi l l  hopeful ly be out  and about .



Al l  our p lants have come f rom Is lay.  We did not  buy any p lants.  The nasturt iums 
ǿŜǊŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŜŜŘ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇƭŀƴǘǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘǎ 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƴ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ΨǊǳƴƴŜǊǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŎŀƳŜ ŦǊƻƳ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ 
by spl i t t ing clumps of  perennials.

The slugs LOVE our st rawberr ies so i t  is  a lways a race to get  to them f i rst !  We 
never use pest ic ides at  school  because we want  to be environmental ly f r iendly 
and they are not  safe for  chi ldren or good for  wi ld l i fe.  Slugs are the greediest  
animals in  our school  garden so we hope i f  we grow the st rawberr ies h igher up 
ǿŜ ǿƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎƘŀǊŜ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǎƭǳƎǎΗ

Our school  is  in  a real ly windy p lace and al though the low down plants were ok,   
the st rawberry p lants which were at  the top of  the pal let  got  real ly bashed.  Our 
f r iendly RSPB assistant  warden came to the rescue. She bui l t  a sort  of  min i  
f leece tunnel  that  f i ts  over the st rawberry p lants.   We can take the f leece cover 
of f  when i t  is  not  windy,  but  put  i t  on when i t  is  windy and i t  has worked real ly 
wel l  to protect  the st rawberry p lants and they have set  some f ru i t .



The chi ldren wi l l  cont inue to look af ter the garden. We are going to put  up some 
windbreak mater ia l  on a fence nearby to help to protect  i t  f rom strong winds in 
the winter.  Al l  the p lants in the base of  the garden we are p lant ing straight  into 
the ground, rather than pots,  so they should just  keep growing.

We l ike the garden so much and i t  has been so successful  and fun making i t  that  
we want to make another pocket  garden next  to i t  next  year.



YƛƭƳŀǳǊǎ 9[/ ΨYŀƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ YƛƭƳŀǳǊǎΩ

J o i n t  1s t p l a c e  Ψaȅ CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ tƻŎƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴΩ tǳōƭƛŎ ǾƻǘŜ

hǳǊ άYŀƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ YƛƭƳŀǳǊǎέ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǇǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ 
kale. The chi ldren tasted kale and  decided they wanted di f ferent  var iet ies of  
ƪŀƭŜ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ άȅǳƳƳȅΗέ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘ ƘŀŘ άǊŜŀƭƭȅ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ƴŀƳŜǎέΦ ! ŦŜǿ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
chi ldren were worr ied that  the kale might  get  lonely being the only leafy green, 
so let tuce, spinach, courget tes and tomatoes were also added to the garden 
which the chi ldren are al l  very exci ted to t ry!



In honour of  John Boyd Orr the chi ldren have reused mi lk cartons to make 
planters,  garden scoops and water ing cans.  In 1927 John Boyd Orr proved how 
important mi lk was for chi ldren, which led to f ree school mi lk.  He was born in 
Ki lmaurs in 1880.  Today the chi ldren at  Ki lmaurs ECC st i l l  get  to enjoy their  f ree 
mi lk,  thanks to John Boyd Orr!

They also loved being very creat ive and made fantast ic s i lver cut lery sculptures 
after f inding out  that  David and Alexander Biggart  made cut lery in Ki lmaurs. This 
was our s i lver thread to the design to celebrate Keep Scot land Beaut i fu l 25 years 
as a Scot t ish char i ty.

Every vegetable and f lower had been carefu l ly grown f rom seed.  We explored 
seeds in depth,  looking at  them closely.  The chi ldren learned that  seeds need 
soi l ,  water,  and sun!  And boy d id we get  a lot  of  sun! ! ! ! !  Which was a good 
job as our greenhouse had been destroyed in the storm.

The chi ldren have shown great  pat ience, perseverance, and worked incredib ly 
hard car ing for  the Pocket  Garden. Every day they have carefu l ly watered their  
p lants wi th their  mi lk cartons which make the best  water ing cans. We had 
fami l ies volunteer to care for  our seeds over the Easter hol idays. They al l  d id 
a fantast ic job. The chi ldren made their  own fer t i l izer f rom banana peels 
which real ly helped the vegetables and f lowers grow.



¢ƘŜ άYŀƭŜ ǘǊŀƛƭ ǘƻ YƛƭƳŀǳǊǎέ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǇƛǊƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǾŀƭǳŀōƭŜ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ŦƻǊ 
the chi ldren, staf f  and fami l ies.  I t  has fostered a sense of  responsib i l i ty,  
promoted heal thy eat ing habi ts and deepened our connect ion with nature and 
the proud history of  our local  community.

The whole exper ience of  designing, creat ing and growing the Pocket  Garden has 
been fantast ic!  My personal favor i te part  is when the chi ldren rol l  over some 
logs and si t  in  f ront  of  the Pocket  Garden and watch the bumble bees go about 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΦ ¢ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅΣ άL ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜ tƻŎƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴΗέ



Linnvale Pr imary

2nd tƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ Ψaȅ CŀǾƻǳǊƛǘŜ tƻŎƪŜǘ DŀǊŘŜƴ tǳōƭƛŎ ǾƻǘŜ

Clydebank has a proud history of  being an industr ia l  town. I t  is famous for being 
ƘƻƳŜ ǘƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ǎƘƛǇȅŀǊŘǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ {ƛƴƎŜǊ ŦŀŎǘƻǊȅ ǘƻƻΦ aŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
greatest  ocean-going ships were bui l t  in  Clydebank such as the RMS Lusi tania,  
Queen Mary,  Queen El izabeth and the QE2.

hƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŜǿ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ǎƛƎƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƻǿƴΩǎ ƛƴŘǳǎǘǊƛŀƭ Ǉŀǎǘ ǊŜƳŀƛƴǎΥ ǘƘŜ ¢ƛǘŀƴ 
Crane.  Our garden has a repl ica model of  the crane forming the centrepoint of  
our garden. We adapted the or iginal  design to bui ld i t  f rom reclaimed t imber 
donated by one of  our staf f  members. The chi ldren worked with members of  
staf f  to design and bui ld the crane.



Our plants were chosen with wi ld l i fe in mind. The pupi ls researched which 
plants were pol l inator f r iendly and chose to grow sunf lowers and cosmos as the 
main f lowering plants to compl iment the lavender and dianthus which are 
popular wi th pol l inators.

One of  the favour i te parts was construct ing the crane and get t ing to use the 
ŘǊƛƭƭ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊ ǘƻƻƭǎΗ ¦ƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴŎŜ ƻŦ ΨƳŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƻ Ŏǳǘ 
ƻƴŎŜΩ ƛǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǳǎŜŦǳƭ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘΗ

The most  chal lenging part  was adapt ing the or iginal  design when i t  became 
apparent  that  p lant  pots were not  going to be strong enough to create the crane 
and that  an al ternat ive idea was needed. The chi ldren spoke to staf f  at  an 
assembly and asked for any ideas and help.  As a resul t  other staf f  volunteered 
mater ia ls and their  handy ski l ls!

Our school jani tor  donated solar powered l ights as the real  Ti tan Crane is 
i l luminated at  n ight .



We reached out  to one of  the mentors,  Wendy, f rom the l ist  g iven to us f rom 
KSB and she has been a huge help. She brought  us some strawberry seedl ings in 
March which we have been water ing and pot t ing on and she also was kind 
enough to br ing a mass of  seeds!

We planted pumpkins, French beans, peas, cosmos, sweet peas, nasturt ium, 
radish and sunf lowers with Wendy and many of  these seedl ings grew so wel l  
thanks to the good weather that  we held a p lant  sale to raise funds for our Eco 
fund!  Some plants were put  aside, and we planted beans, cosmos and a 
sunf lower in our garden. She was a fantast ic help and support to us!



Loudon Academy

The garden represents Loudoun Cast le,  which is an ancient  cast le r ight  next  to 
our school.  The cast le was constructed in 1804 and has a long history including a 
br ief  spel l  as a theme park in the 90s. Now the Cast le is derel ict ,  and nature has 
started to take over.

We are upcycl ing old toys to represent  the theme park at  Loudoun Cast le.  We 
reused cardboard to make our cast le and plan to compost  the whole cast le once 
i t  has gone al l  soggy, as we expect  i t  to do once nature takes over!

We have planted lots of  f lowering plants to make the garden wi ld l i fe f r iendly.  
We have planted peas, onions, potatoes and beetroot  in the raised bed at  the 
f ront  of  our garden which represents a wal led garden, common in 19th Century 
cast les.



We have fe l t  mot ivated by our design being chosen in the compet i t ion. Our 
garden space has been subjected to qui te a lot  of  vandal ism but  being chosen 
gave us mot ivat ion to get  out  and keep working despi te the chal lenges we have 
had.

We have learned about  designing th ings and planning a space that  we f i rst  
ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǿŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀ άǿŀǎǘŜ ƭŀƴŘέΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴŜŘ ŀ ƭƻǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ƻŦ 
Loudoun Cast le and the theme park,  which was interest ing to us,  as i t  is r ight  on 
ƻǳǊ ŘƻƻǊǎǘŜǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ

We are only 2 pupi ls,  we feel  real ly proud that  we can achieve th is wi th the 
ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ƻŦ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǘŜŀŎƘŜǊ όǘƘŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ƭŀŘȅΧŀǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ƘŜǊΗ WύΧƛǘΩǎ ŀƳŀȊƛƴƎ 
what we can achieve as a t r io of  people wi th s imi lar  out looks on l i fe,  and huge 
mot ivat ion to make the wor ld a bet ter  p lace.

We wi l l  leave the smal l ,  ra ised bed in p lace and pass i t  onto the new S1 pupi ls 
for  them to have a mini ,  more manageable veg growing p lot  to in t roduce them 
to Outdoor learn ing at  Loudoun Academy.



Meldrum Academy

Our garden shows our her i tage through language and farming. We are proud of  
speaking Doric and our North East  farming history.  We vis i ted the Garioch 
Heri tage Museum in Inverur ie and saw how people used to l ive and work. We 
learned about  "Nicky Tams",  which were straps farm workers wore to stop rats 
cl imbing up their  legs. We used that  idea in our garden by p lant ing potatoes in 
an old pair  of  jeans and tying Nicky Tams round the legs. We even l istened to a 
bothy bal lad about i t !

We learned about  farming and when to p lant  d i f ferent  th ings. We also learned 
how to use tools safely.  I t  was fun learning about  o ld farming ways and how 
farm workers used to make up songs to pass the t ime.

We I t  was fun working together to bui ld something f rom scratch and seeing i t  
come to l i fe.

We had some problems with t ime because i t  was hard to get  everyth ing to grow 
quickly.  To f ix th is,  we planted fast-growing wi ldf lowers. Some staf f  helped by 
ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǘǳǊƴƛǇǎ ƛƴ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜǎ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΦ !ƭǎƻΣ ƻǳǊ ǘȅǊŜǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŧƛǘ ǎƛŘŜ ōȅ ǎƛŘŜ ǎƻ 
we stacked them, which made i t  hard to p lant  onions, so we used smal ler  p lants 
instead. Because of  the dry weather,  our classmates helped with water ing. 



We f i rst ly thought that  we could get  the t rousers to stay open with a hoola hoop 
ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƻƭǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǊŜŎȅŎƭƛƴƎ ǎƻƳŜ 
old p lant  supports.   Can you spot  them?.



Meldrum Pr imary

Our her i tage is represented through our school houses. We wanted to show the 
school houses that  we are in;  Kei th,  Manson, Chrystal  and Forsyth. These houses 
are named af ter  famous former residents of  Oldmeldrum. Our school emblem is 
an ot ter  and we are exci ted that  we could make an ot ter  f rom old corks and 
have that  on the cast le.

ÅWil l iam Forsyth was a founding member of  the Royal  Hort icul tural  Society.

ÅPatr ick Manson was a founder of  the f ie ld of  t ropical  medicine which is why 
we have planted lavender.

ÅGeorge Chrystal  was a Scot t ish mathemat ic ian and we considered ways that  
pat tern and symmetry in math could be repl icated in our cast le of  p lants.

ÅWil l iam Keith was born in Oldmeldrum and became an art ist  famous for 
landscapes of  Cal i forn ia.  He inspired us to use our art ist ic ski l ls to paint  s lates 
to decorate the cast le of  p lants.

We had a t r icky chal lenge when we bui l t  the cast le st ructure in a classroom then 
ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜŘ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǘ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
plant  the f lowers. We had to unscrew some sect ions to be able to f i t  i t  through 
the door and carry i t  out  to the playground. We were then able to use the dr i l l  
again to screw the pieces back in.



Our garden has been put  in  a part  of  the school  grounds where everyone in 
school  can see i t  and where i t  is  protected. We wi l l  be able to watch the p lants 
grow and change and keep adding to the cast le as we maintain i t ,  and add to i t .  
hǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ tсΩǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƛǘΦ



Moorpark  Ear ly  Years  Cent re

We engaged with our fami l ies and the local  community to understand the 
bui ld ings, foods, and t radi t ions that  are important to them. The enthusiasm 
from our fami l ies and the eagerness of  others to contr ibute great ly inspired our 
chi ldren.

From the feedback, we learned about  the local  ru ined Barony Cast le,  a lso known 
as Place House, which holds signi f icant  cul tural  connect ions to Ki lb i rn ie.   We 
designed our pocket  garden in the style of  a cast le.

Al though the orchard at tached to the cast le has not  survived, one old apple t ree 
remains. We planted an apple t ree beside our garden. Community members also 
shared memories of  growing potatoes, garden herbs, and f lower p lant ing 
in i t iat ives in Ki lb i rn ie.

The chi ldren made a dr inking stat ion for  bees f rom clay,  f i l l ing i t  wi th shale to 
provide a safe p lat form for bees to land and dr ink. The use of  c lay and shale 
represents the t radi t ion of  steelwork product ion and mining in the area.



Famil ies generously donated f lower seeds, pots,  decorat ive windmil ls,  and an 
apple feeder.  Our runner beans were seeded in reused glass jars.   George our 
Jani tor  has made us a hedgehog house with al l  h is scrap wood. 

Our pocket  garden is dedicated to f lowers,  p lants,  f ru i ts,  and vegetables that  
support  the wel l-being of  insects,  animals,  and humans.  We wi l l  cont inue to 
grow and care for  our Plants in our pocket  garden.



Oakwood Pr imary

The chi ldren decided that  "Our Her i tage" would be best  represented by focusing 
on Easterhouse. We researched key histor ical  and cul tural  landmarks and made a 
col laborat ive  poster to guide our design.  Our garden represents our Her i tage 
by these key features:  

ÅProvan Hal l  House in Easterhouse bui l t  in  the 1470s, one of  the oldest  
bui ld ings in Glasgow.

ÅCrannogs, ancient  I ron Age dwel l ings once found in Scot t ish lochs and Bishop 
Loch 700BC 

Åмо ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘǎ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ŀƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ Ψǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ мфрлǎΦ

ÅA painted backdrop that  includes the FARE bui ld ing (bui l t  in  2010),  Oakwood 
Pr imary School opened 1973 and the canal which was f i l led in dur ing the ear ly 
1970s to make way for the M8 motorway.

Å¢ƘŜ tƘƻŜƴƛȄΣ ǎȅƳōƻƭƛǎƛƴƎ 9ŀǎǘŜǊƘƻǳǎŜΩǎ ǊŜƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΦΦ

We are growing peas, green beans, cabbage, let tuce, onions, potatoes, salad 
greens ( inside an old Henry Hoover),  and sunf lowers. The chi ldren planted and 
cared for everyth ing f rom seed in the classroom and at  the FARE Community 
Al lotment.  We chi t ted the potatoes in the classroom before p lant ing out . .



We created bug hotels using recycled t in cans,  a bee water stop, and a rain 
catcher made f rom reused plast ic bot t les.   We also p lanted pol l inator-fr iendly 
f lowers to at t ract  bees and other insects.   

Our local  community helped in creat ing our garden including, the FARE 
Community Al lotment,  Susan f rom FARE supported us weekly wi th the garden 
development,  Glasgow Kelvin Col lege students bui l t  Provan Hal l  House and the 
large planter,  The Jaggy Nett le 's Men's club put  the p lanter st ructure together.

The garden wi l l  stay on our school grounds and cont inue to be used for growing 
food, support ing wi ld l i fe,  and celebrat ing our her i tage al l  year round.  





Per th  Grammar School

The garden was designed to represent  the City of  Perth and some of  the h istory 
ŀǘǘŀŎƘŜŘ ǘƻ tŜǊǘƘΦ ¢ƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴ ǿŀǎ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǿ ǘƘŜ bƻǊǘƘ ŀƴŘ {ƻǳǘƘ LƴŎƘΩǎ ς
areas of  parkland on the North and South sides of  the ci ty centre.  These were 
the areas for growing plants and crops in our garden as they are always green, 
wi th d i f ferent wi ldf lowers grown throughout the year.

Beside the North Inch was an area dedicated to the Black Watch Cast le.  Poppies 
were grown f rom the three towers to remember the sold iers who died f rom the 
Black Watch regiment in d i f ferent  conf l icts.  A sold ier in t radi t ional  Black Watch 
uni form was painted onto a stone and placed on guard in f ront  of  the cast le.

A bug hotel  represents the Moot Hi l l  Chapel where the Kings of  Scot land were 
crowned centur ies before.

The outside was decorated with drawings of  a Highland Cow, found in d i f ferent  
areas of  Perthshire,  a Unicorn ς{ŎƻǘƭŀƴŘΩǎ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ŀƴƛƳŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ tŜǊǘƘ 
and Scot land to represent  where we feel  connect ion to.



Between the North and South Inch we planted b lue f lowers to represent  the 
ǊƛǾŜǊ ¢ŀȅΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ŧƭƻǿǎ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǎƛŘŜ ōƻǘƘ ƛƴŎƘΩǎΦ CƻǊƎŜǘ ƳŜ ƴƻǘǎΣ ǇŀƴǎȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ 
cornf lowers were p lanted, unfortunately the b lue f lowers have yet  to b loom.

Two bird houses were added to invi te smal l  b i rds in to the garden. Cof fee 
grounds were added to the soi l  to at t ract  min i  beasts and enr ich the soi l .  
Strawberr ies,  Raspberr ies,  Spr ing Onions and Potatoes were grown, a longside 
cornf lowers,  poppies and a var iety of  b lue f lowers,  a l l  of  which are grown local ly 
in  Perth.  

Al l  pupi ls real ly enjoyed every aspect  of  the design,  bui ld  and growing and 
maintain ing and decorat ing the garden. One pupi l  d id a fantast ic job on the 
artwork but  a l l  pupi ls contr ibuted to the creat ion in many d i f ferent  ways. Seeing 
the garden come to l i fe and match many of  the or ig inal  p lans has been the best  
b i t .






































