
Pocket Garden Stories 2025

P o c k e t  G a r d e n  Stor ies  2025

Winner s :  2025 P u b l i c  Vot e
Joint 1st Place: Kilmaurs ECC
Joint 1st Place: Auchinleck ECC
2n d Place: Linnvale Primary
3rd  Place: Keills Primary

Winner :  2025 F o o d  f o r  P e o p l e  T h e m e
Grandtu l ly Pr imary

Winner :  2025 Our  Her i t age  T h e m e
Sacred Heart  ELC

Winner :  2025 Wi ldl i fe  G a r d e n i n g  T h e m e
D u n s c o r e  Pr i ma r y

H a v e  you  b e e n  inspired b y  these  a m a z i n g  P o c k e t  Gardens?
Y o u  c a n  create your o w n  P o c k e t  G a r d e n  at  h o m e  or take  part  in  next  year's

competit ion.

These amazing gardens were inspired by the 2025 Pocket 
Garden themes of Our Heritage, Food for People and Wildl ife 

Gardening.
Pocket Garden is  delivered in partnership with the Garden 

for Life Forum.

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/


T a b le  of c o n t e n t s

Auchinleck ECC, East Ayrshire joint 1st place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Busy Bees Glasgow Oakwood, South Lanarkshire

Castle Douglas Primary, Dumfries & Galloway 'Traditional Scottish Food’

Castle Douglas Primary, Dumfries & Galloway 'Threave Estate’

Dunblane High School, Stirling

Dunscore Primary School, Dumfries & Galloway 2025 Wildlife Gardening theme winner

Grandtully Primary School, Perth & Kinross 'Story Garden'

Grandtully Primary School, Perth & Kinross 'Wonder of Weeds’ 2025 Food for People theme 
winner

Greenbank Pre School, Edinburgh City

Houston Primary School, Renfrewshire

Isobel Mair School, East Renfrewshire

Isobel Mair school (Barra class), East Renfrewshire

Keills Primary, Argyll & Bute 3rd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Kilmaurs ECC, East Ayrshire joint 1st place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Linnvale Primary, West Dunbartonshire 2nd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Loudoun Academy Communication Centre, East Ayrshire

Meldrum Academy, Aberdeenshire

Meldrum Primary School, Aberdeenshire

Moorpark Early Years Class, North Ayrshire

Oakwood Primary School, Glasgow City

Perth Grammar School, Perth & Kinross

Redwell Primary, Clackmannanshire judges' commendation

Rephad Primary School, Dumfries & Galloway

Royal School of Dunkeld, Perth & Kinross

Sacred Heart ELC, Falkirk 2025 Our Heritage theme winner

St David's ELC, Midlothian

St Machar Academy, Aberdeenshire

St Matthew's Academy, North Ayrshire judges' commendation

St. Andrew's Primary, Midlothian judges' commendation



A u c h in le c k  E C C  

J o i n t  1 s t p l a c e  p u b l i c  v o t e

Our garden is  ca l led  ‘Our  Specia l  P lace’  as  Dumfr ies  House p lays  a  s ign i f icant  
part  in  our  her i tage here.  I t  provides many happy memories  for  our  ch i ldren 
and fami l ies  that  v is i t  there.   Some chi ldren were ta lk ing about  how the king 
v is i ts  Dumfr ies  House so  they helped to  create  a  k ing to  watch over  the 
garden.

Chi ldren used real  tools  and recycled mater ia ls  to  take part  in  ‘ junior  
jo inery’  creat ing our  own wooden Dumfr ies  House and bug hotel  to  be the 
centre  of  our  garden.

We have not iced many d i f ferent bugs and minibeasts  v is i t ing our  f lowers  
and bug hotel .  

I t  was evident  that  ch i ldren loved to  use the real  tools  to  create  an  end 
product .  



Our favor ite parts-

‘p lant ing a l l  the f lowers  for  the bees and bugs’ ;  ‘us ing the dr i l l  and the saw to  
make the house’  ‘ the strawberr ies  wi l l  grow’  ‘we used bott les  for  the water  to  
fa l l  down’  ‘ the f lowers’

The staf f 's  favor i te part  was seeing the ch i ldren so  engaged in  a  d i f ferent 
exper iences such as  us ing the tools  and gett ing fu l ly  involved in  p lant ing and 
looking af ter  the garden.  Th is  has  encouraged ch i ldren who do not  engage in  
outdoor  learn ing which  is  amazing to  see.  The pocket  garden is  now the start  of  
our  garden journey and has  insp ired staf f  and ch i ldren to  further  develop the 
natural  space.

We held  a  p lant ing day where a l l  ch i ldren p lanted f lowers,  f ru its  and vegetables  
and learned a l l  about  how to  look af ter  our  p lants .   Part  of  our  eco journey is  to  
develop our  f ront  garden area to  be a  natural  garden area for  the ch i ldren to  
explore.  The pocket  garden is  a  great  start  for  th is  p lan  and i t  wi l l  remain  
with in  the f ront  garden to  develop and evolve.

I t  was evident  that  ch i ldren loved to  use the real  tools  to  create  an  end 
product .  



B u s y  B e e s  G l a s go w  O a k w o o d

When p lanning the garden the ch i ldren learned about  The Glasgow Coat  of  
Arms as  part  of  stor ies ,  myths and legends.  

The Tree that  never  grew -The Bel l  – The Bird  that  never  f lew –The F ish  that  
never  swam. 



The ch i ldren love moss and wanted to  use i t  in  their  pocket  garden to  attract  
min ibeasts .  The ch i ldren learned that  moss needs a  shaded area to  grow.  As  
our  garden is  in  fu l l  sun i t  was not  a  good environment  for  the moss to  thr ive.  
The ch i ldren decided to  br ing logs  and st icks  f rom forest  school  to  attract  the 
bugs and minibeasts  instead.

We p lanted ch ives  and thyme,  k indly  donated by a  parent .  Not  only  do they 
taste  good the f lowers  attract  the bees.   A  grandparent  donated chocolate  
mint  cutt ings  for  the ch i ldren to  p lant  and taste.

When the p lants  grow we wi l l  p lant  them into our  back garden.

Working on the pocket  garden project  opened up so many learning 
opportunit ies  for  the ch i ldren.  They learned about  the importance of  taking 
care  of  our  immediate  environment,  the oceans and our  ent ire  p lanet .



C a s t le  D o u g las  P r i m a r y  ' T r a d i t ion a l  S c o t t i sh  F o o d ’

Our garden is  a  representat ion of  t radit ional  Scott ish  food as  part  of  our  
her i tage.  

We reused an  o ld  teapot  and teacup to  represent  the very  popular  Scott ish  
t rad it ion of  a  wee cuppa tea.  Lemon balm was p lanted in  the teapot .  I t  can  be 
used to  make tea.  V is i tors  in  Scot land are  usual ly  of fered a  cuppa accompanied 
by a  sweet  t reat .  We reused Tunnock’s teacake wrappers  wrapped around 
stones.   We a lso  put  shortbread steps  leading up  to  the teapot  made f rom old  
b i ts  of  wood.

The t rad it ional  Scott ish  d ish  of  haggis ,  neeps and tatt ies  i s  represented by 
Mar igolds  (orange for  the  neeps) ,  D iasc ia  (white  for  the  mashed tatt ies)  and 
we a lso  created a  p i le  of  bark (  brown for  the haggis) .  The bark p i le  i s  a  good 
habitat  for  invertebrates  and we watched beet les  use  i t  a lmost  immediate ly

We painted the 
backdrop in  tartan  
as  th is  i s  of ten  
found on food 
packaging of  
Scott ish  foods.  We 
chose an  Irn Bru 
tartan!  We p lanted 
a  mixture  of  
orange and b lue 
f lowers  to  t ie  in  
with  th is  tartan:  
Mar igolds  for  
orange;  
Cornf lowers ,  
Lobel ia  and Nigel la  
because their  
f lowers  are  b lue.  
A l l  these  f lowers  
are  great  for  
at t ract ing bees,   
butterf l ies  and 
hoverf l ies .  



Fish ing has  been a  v i ta l  part  of  Scott ish  l i fe  for  centur ies  so  we p lanted 
Nemesia  and Salmon Petunias  to  represent  sa lmon f ish ing.  We reused an o ld  
lobster  creel  f rom a local  d isused harbour  to  grow radishes.  The radish  colour  
represents  prawns,  lobsters  and crabs that  used to  be the catch  ins ide.

The ch i ldren learned a  lot  dur ing their  research of  t radit ional  Scott ish  foods.  
Then they learned to  p lant  seeds and transplant the seedl ings  into  larger  
containers  to  a l low the roots  to  spread.  We were very lucky dur ing the process  
as  a  lot  of  resources  were donated f rom the community.  Dalbeatt ie  Garden 
Centre  and Cast le  Douglas  Ald i  donated compost  for  our  garden.  



C a s t le  D o u g las  P r i m a r y  ' T h r e a ve  E s t a t e ’

Our local  her i tage has  Threave Gardens,  Threave Cast le  and Threave Nature 
Reserve.  Most  of  the P4 pupi ls  have v is i ted  some or  a l l  of  these areas.   The 
ch i ldren were keen to  ce lebrate  nature in  the area as  part  of  our  her i tage too.

The ch i ldren love Threave Cast le  as  i t  i s  on  a  smal l  i s land on the River  Dee.  To 
get  there you have to  t ravel  in  a  rowing boat .  We f i l led  o ld  bott les  with  stones 
to  achieve the grey colour  of  the cast le  and to  provide a  home for  smal l  bugs.  
We  put  compost  ins ide the cast le  and p lanted a  fern,  Se laginel la ,  on  top.  Th is  
fern  represents  the nest  of  a  peregr ine fa lcon pair  that  have nested on top of  
the cast le  for  the past  few years .

We a lso  made a  model  t ree us ing an  o ld  post  with  an  o ld  green horse food 
bucket  attached to  the top and p lanted lettuces in  i t .  The lettuces represent 
the osprey nest  in  Threave Nature Reserve.



Pelargoniums and Salv ias  represent  the formal  gardens.   Bees and butterf l ies  
l ike  the Salv ias  and Bul l f inches l ike  the seeds of  the Pelargoniums.  

We p lanted pars ley and sage around the cast le  to  form the is land.  These herbs 
wi l l  be  harvested and used in  cooking.  We  a lso  p lanted radishes,  leeks  and 
beans.  These are  a l l  ed ib le  and wi l l  be  harvested when they are  ready.

Lobel ia ,  Nigel la ,  Cornf lowers,  V io las ,  Corydal is  and Dianthus fo l iage represent  
the River  Dee.  Bees and butterf l ies   l ike  them and cornf lowers  are  a lso  edib le  
for  people.  We are hoping to  t ry  them in  sa lad.



The P4 pupi ls  enjoyed a l l  aspects  f rom plant ing to  learn ing to  use wi l low to  
make models .  The greatest  exci tement  came as  they watched their  des ign  turn 
into  a  real i ty .  They are  very proud of  their  creat ion.  We are  looking forward to  
watching the garden improve even more over  the next  few weeks as  a l l  of  the 
f lowers  b loom.

We also  owe a  huge thank you to  Threave Gardens who helped us  to  grow 
some of  our  p lants  in  their  greenhouses.  We have been supported throughout 
the process  by one of  their  gardeners  with  advice,  gardening t ips  and school  
v is i ts  to  keepus on track. .



D u n b la n e  H i g h  S c h o o l

Our S1 and S2 gardening group invite   you to  ce lebrate  Dunblane High School ’s  
50th Birthday! The bunt ing made f rom repurposed school  uni form from our  
school  and i ts  feeder  pr imar ies.   The DHS school  motto takes centra l  p lace,  
Prospice Ultra  Montes – look beyond the mountains  – encouraging us  to  be 
ambit ious and meet  new chal lenges.   We have made three mountains  in  the 
garden:  Ben Ledi ,  Ben Vor l ich and Ben Venue,  part  of  our  natural  her i tage that  
we are lucky enough to  be able  to  see f rom school .

Bruce the Spruce,  our  res ident  Chr istmas t ree is  working overt ime supervis ing 
the ce i l idh  on our  dancef loor  of  reused t i les .   Bruce’s  so lar  powered l ights  are  
twinkl ing as  the wi ld l i fe  (both  real  and mythica l )  st ruts  i t s  stuf f  – can you spot  
Ness ie ,  a  unicorn  and a  haggis? 

Two tennis  rackets ,  represent  the Murray brothers ,  an  important  part  of  our  
school ’s  her i tage as  our  hal l  i s  named after  Jamie.   The rackets  a lso  serve as  
fest ive  bal loons.   In  f ront  of  Bruce,  we have made the River  Teith ,  a  va luable  
part  of  Dunblane’s  natural  her i tage and the focus of  the famous Duck Race in  
the Dunblane F l ing.



Our buffet  tab le  area is  wel l - stocked with  edib le  p lants  such as  ch ives,  tatt ies ,  
st rawberr ies ,  raspberr ies  and lavender.   There are  p laces  to  rest  there i f  the 
party  gets  too much,  with  a  hedgehog house,  sweet  pea covered story -te l l ing 
tent  and a  bug hotel  nest l ing under the buffet  tab le.  

Never  too far  f rom the snacks,  our  cress -headed school  choir  are  nearby,  
s inging t radit ional  songs and wear ing k i l ts .

Geoffrey is  our  res ident  f ie ldmouse.   Lots  of  our  new plants  were n ibbled up 
by Geoffrey and h is  f r iends,  which  was a  b it  of  a  chal lenge,  but  he is  so  cute  
we didn’t  real ly  mind!

The DHS gardening group is  run  by vo lunteers  f rom the community  and our  
loca l  zero  waste  shop,  Weigh  Ahead,  has  provided us  with  grant  money to  help  
create  our  garden.  

We have had great  fun  exp lor ing our  school ’s  her i tage and we hope you have 
enjoyed the party!





D u n sc ore  P r i m a r y

W i n n e r  W i l d l i f e G a r d e n i n g  T h e m e

Our landscape is  our  her i tage,  the b lossom tree we see f rom our  c lassroom 
window,  that  we celebrate  each spr ing and the wider  landscape that  surrounds 
us.   We have created a  ‘ forest ’  that  provides food and shelter  for  a l l  k inds of  
insects  and animals .

Using wood that  was fe l led  by Storm Eowyn we have created height  in  the 
garden,  extra  space =  more l i fe .  Towers  of  insect  homes,  dr i l led  dead wood,  
perches for  b irds,  a  habitat  wigwam, p lant  labels  and even the woodchip  
mulching our  so i l .

We have f i l led  the 
garden with  
f lowers  and edib le  
p lants  to  
encourage as  much 
wi ld l i fe  as  
poss ib le .  These 
have a l l  been 
grown from our  
col lected seeds or  
propagated f rom 
larger  p lants .  

Not  a l l  our  seeds 
germinated,  and 
some p lants  have 
been eaten by a l l  
the creatures  we 
have welcomed 
into  the 
garden. . . .and to  
ce lebrate  KSB's  
25th  anniversary 
I ’m sure we have a  
snai l  or  2  to  weave 
a s i lver  t ra i l  
around our  garden.



We have loved watching the garden grow,  not ic ing the smal l  changes each week.  
We loved ly ing under our  b lossom tree as  the petals  fe l l  on  us,  water ing our  
seedl ings  and shaking 1000 seeds f rom 1 poppy head.

Some quotes  f rom pupi ls  about  their  favour ite  part  of  creat ing our  garden:

“Putt ing the p lants  in  the so i l ,  we got  messy,  i t  was fun!”

“ It  was making the strawberry pots  and p lant ing the strawberry p lants .”

“When we made our  own tags  for  the p lants ,  i t  let  us  know what  everyth ing 
was.”

“ I  loved making the bug hotels ,  the b ird  bath  and the mouse house!”



G r a n d tu l ly P r i m a r y ,  ‘ S t o r y  G a r d e n ’

Our her i tage is  about  pass ing on and shar ing stor ies .   Our  garden has  books 
chosen by the ch i ldren;  some they have taken f rom our  school  l ibrary where 
over  the years  ch i ldren have enjoyed reading them. Some are  f rom the local  
thr i f t  shop where a  group of  ch i ldren chose a  few books that  re lated to  their  
ch i ldhood and where they l ive.

We put  an  o ld  chair  in  our  garden to  represent  someone s i t t ing reading stor ies .  
We have used an o ld  su itcase and a  box to  p lant  in ,  th is  represents  the stor ing 
of  o ld  books and toys  in  the att ic .



Our garden is  wi ld l i fe  f r iendly  because we have used wi ldf lowers  that  at t ract  
butterf l ies  and bees.  We l ike  that  the grass  i s  becoming wi ld  and there  are  
p laces  for  bugs  and insects  to  l ive  and h ide.

We have p lanted ed ib le  p lants  l ike  ch ives,  nasturt iums,  borage,  dandel ions  and 
mar igolds .  We can use  these when we cook at  Forest  School .  We l ike  to  make 
tea  and f latbreads with  ch ives.

We have learnt  to  use  p lants  that  a l ready exist  in  our  environment and a lso  that  
we maybe p lanned for  too many p lants!



Our favour ite  parts  were working together.  We enjoyed laying turf .  We enjoyed 
p lant ing a l l  the p lants .  We loved being outs ide and being in  nature.  We l iked 
f igur ing out  how to  make the ra in  chain  work!

Chal lenges were when we were t ransplanting p lants  they d idn’t  survive!  Also  
when i t  was real ly  dry and hot ,  i t  was a  chal lenge to  keep the turf  watered and 
growing.

We were supported by a  The Health iest  Town volunteer ,  Sus ie  and she real ly  
helped us  with  the growing of  some of  the p lants  and gave us  great  advice.

Our Pocket  Garden wi l l  stay in  our  grounds,  and we can’t  wait  to  see i t  grow and 
change through the seasons.



G r a n d tu l ly P r i m a r y ,  ‘ T h e  W o n d er  o f  W e e d s’

W i n n e r  F o o d  f o r  P e o p l e  T h e m e

We wanted to  h igh l ight  the ‘Wonder  of  Weeds’  p lants  that  lots  of  gardeners  
over look or  remove.   We a imed to  ce lebrate  these often -unloved p lants  and 
enjoy what  they can br ing to  both  us  and local  wi ld l i fe .  

To celebrate  Keep Scot land Beaut i fu l ’s  25  years  as  a  char i ty  we have added some 
beaut i ful  s i lver  b irch  to  our  handmade b ird  bath.

We real ly  va lue ski l l s  and knowledge passed down to  us  f rom others ,  th is  i s  our  
her i tage.   Over  th is  last  year  through our  Forest  School  and other  projects  we 
have worked with  our  local  community  and learned how to  weave wi l low,  make 
pottery,  create  cordage and ID  local  p lants ,  we understand what  p lants  we can 
eat  and what  other  uses  they might  have.  



The parts  of  our  garden that  are  edib le  to  us  are  ch ives,  nett les ,  dandel ions,  
borage,  nasturt iums,  ka le .   We have chosen p lants  that  are  a lso  edib le  to  lots  of  
invertebrates  and that  can a lso  provide valuable  habitat .

We love shar ing our  space with  wi ld l i fe .  We use our  camera t raps to  monitor  
what   v is i ts  the larger  part  of  our  garden and are  looking forward to  doing th is  
with  our  pocket  garden.  We used local ly  grown p lants  and sowed our  own seeds 
that  we know wi l l  at t ract  a  range of  insects .  We are  very keen to  attract  moths 
and are  looking forward to  us ing a  moth trap to  see what  moths are  v is i t ing our  
pocket  garden.

We worked with  our  local  community  group,  Health iest  Town Aberfe ldy,  who 
kindly  donated water ing cans and helped us  f ix  our  tap  so  we could  water  the 
garden.   One of  their  vo lunteers  Susie  came to  help  us  every week,  she helped 
us  sow seeds,  pot  up donated p lants  and advised us  on how to  make the most  of  
each space.

Our  favour ite  part  of  creat ing the garden was seeing i t  grow and progress,  i t  was 
excit ing watching the p lants  take root  and grow.  



G r e e n ba n k  P r e - Sc h o ol

Our garden was insp ired by our  her i tage of  Celt ic  heal ing r i tuals  in  Scot land.  We 
used the book ‘Heal ing P lants  of  the Celt ic  Dru ids’  by Angela  Paine as  a  gu ide to  
which p lants  are  nat ive  to  Scot land.  Al l  the p lants  are  edib le  and have a  
wel lbeing aspect .

We col lected pebbles  f rom Portobel lo  Beach.  The s late  comes f rom Greenbank 
Par ish  Church.  Some of  the pebbles  are  ‘wish ing stones’  and are  hanging so  that  
the ch i ldren can cup them in  their  hands and make a  wish.

As the p lants  grew we ta lked a  lot  about  what  powers  they have.  Feedback f rom 
parents  was great  dur ing th is  t ime - many sa id  that  their  ch i ld  had commented on 
a  part icu lar p lant  and what  i t  can do to  make us  feel  better . .  



We made a  smal l  p lant  nursery and grew everyth ing f rom seeds.  Dur ing the 
Easter  hol iday the p lants  were taken home to  cont inue to  water  them.  We had 
our  community  BIG DIG DAY on May 10th  and a l l  our  fami l ies  came to  help  
upcycle  our  outdoor  spaces and assemble our  Pocket  Garden.

The whole  project  has  absorbed the ch i ldren and when they are  in  the garden 
p laying,  they are  able  to  ident i fy the p lants  and ta lk  about  them.

Our garden wi l l  remain  for  as  long as  poss ib le  and unt i l  we create  our  next  
one! . .  





H o u sto n  P r i m a r y

Our Garden represents  some of  the Cast les ,  Homes,  History,  Industry,  Myths and 
Her itage of  Scot land.

We sourced a  var iety  of  p lants  and learned about  Scott ish  h istory,  myths and 
her i tage.

Our  garden is  des igned to  attract  min i  beasts  and a l low funghi networks  to  
grow.  Parts  of  our  garden are  edib le  for  min ibeasts  and a l low them to stay 
safe ly.  We used natural  stones,  recycled wood for  bui ld ings,  rott ing wood for  
funghi ,  recycled Irn Bru cans (with  holes  cut  and dr i l led)  to  hold  water  and for  
some to  a l low mini  beasts  to  stay.  We bui l t  a  bug hotel  and a  shelter  for  a  
hedgehog.  



Our favour ite  part  was when we bui l t  the garden,  watered and looked after  i t .

We found i t  chal lenging dur ing the hot  weather  recent ly .  Some of  our  p lants  and 
vegetables  d id  not  survive  af ter  a  week of  intense heat .  We sourced p lants  
which  could  withstand the heat  to  replace them and later  covered the garden 
with  stones and bark to  reta in  moisture  and protect  the so i l .

Our  gardening c lub pupi ls  and local  vo lunteers  donated soi l  and compost  and we 
were able  to  use the polytunnel  to  grow plants .

We wi l l  keep looking af ter  our  garden for  the rest  of  the term and make i t  part  
of  our  larger  school  garden.



I s o b e l  M a i r  S c h o o l

Our garden was insp ired by pupi l  interest  in  Minecraft  and strawberr ies  so  is  a  
real  hybr id of  a  design!  Using p last ic  I rn Bru bott les  has  been a  nod to  our  
Scott ish  her i tage to  represent the famous dr ink as  wel l  as  the good o ld  wel l ie  
boot  as  a  reminder  of  the p lent i ful  Scott ish  ra in!  

F lower  choice  was insp ired by a  sword that  appears  in  Minecraft  so  we p lanted 
delphiniums to  repl icate  the long structure and colours  of  the sword,  a longside 
var ious other  seeds and bulbs  to  represent  co lours  and e lements  of  Minecraft .  
The colour  choice  of  p lants  was a lso  to  chosen to  attract  insects  as  we learned 
that  some insects  are  attracted to  purple  and b lue f lowers.  

We a lso  p lanted strawberry seeds in  p last ic  bott les  t ied  to  our  fence to  create  a  
strawberry wal l .   These,  a longside var ious herbs are  the edib le  parts  of  our  
design.  



Chal lenges included how to  attach our  wel l ies  to  the wal l  to  make our  ‘Wel l ie  
Wal l ’  – we overcame th is  by adapt ing our  design  and now have our  wel l ies  
standing guard around our  tyre  p lant  pots ,  ready to  warm off  and stamp out  any 
unwelcome intruders!  

We have enjoyed p lant ing and water ing our  p lants  and love to  see the leaves 
growing and f lowers  appear ing.   We are  wait ing on some f lowers  to  appear  but  
we can st i l l  see that  they are  growing wel l .  

We wi l l  recycle  or  re -use any parts  that  we can.  We have real ly  enjoyed th is  
process  and th is  i s  def in i te ly  something we would  take part  in  again .



I s o b e l  M a i r  S c h o o l  ( B a r r a  c l a ss )  ‘ M i c k y  M o u se’

We planted a  var iety  of  heather  as  i t  i s  a  deeply  rooted symbol  of  Scot land and 
i s  commonly found in  the moors  and h ighlands.  Heather  represents  Scot land’s  
natural  beauty and cu ltura l  s ign i f icance.   The p lan  of  the garden is  insp ired by 
the 3  c i rc les  that  make the shape of  Mickey Mouse's  face,  a  wel l - loved 
character .

We have grown mint ,  bas i l  and lavender  in  our  garden which  our  pupi ls  
en joy touching,  smel l ing  and tast ing.

We have a  var iety  of  p lants  and st ructures  to  at t ract  var ious  wi ld l i fe  to  v is i t  
our  garden inc lud ing a  bug hote l .  We have witnessed sp iders ,  ladybirds ,  
butterf l ies  and bees  v is i t  our  garden.



We used recycled  tyres  f rom our  teacher ’s  car ,  reused p lant  pots  f rom our  
houses,  co l lected  bott les  that  our  school  f r iends were going to  recycle .

As  a  c lass  we had lots  of  fun  p laying in  the so i l  as  we were p lant ing,  and taking 
on  the responsib i l i ty  of  water ing our  p lants  every day.  We have enjoyed 
watch ing our  p lants  grow in  our  green house.

We learned how to  care  for  our  p lants  and what  p lants  need to  grow.

After  the compet i t ion  the Pocket  Garden wi l l  remain  in  our  school  sensory 
garden on d isp lay for  everyone to  enjoy.  We wi l l  cont inue to  care  for  our  
garden. .



K e i l l s P r i m a r y

3 r d p l a c e  ‘ M y  F a v o u r i t e  P o c k e t  G a r d e n  P u b l i c  p u b l i c  v o t e

We wanted our  garden to  represent  l i fe  on our  is land home of  Is lay.  We put  
beach pebbles  around i t  to  represent the shorel ine.  We used empty oyster  shel ls  
in  between p lants  to  help  to  stop weeds growing up and a lso  because there is  an  
oyster  farm on Is lay.  We have used scal lop  shel ls  to  cover  the p lant ing pockets  
in  the vert ica l  part  of  the garden.  We have included an o ld  lobster  and crab 
creel  to  represent  our  f ish ing her i tage and i t  can a lso  be a  h i l l  in  the garden to  
represent  the heathery h i l l s  and moorlands on Is lay.  The b ird  feeder  uses  deer  
horns.  We have included a  pair  of  o ld  ye l low wel l ies  to  represent the RNLI  and 
I s lay L i feboat  and because f ishermen’s  boots  are  yel low..

We have lots  for  wi ld l i fe  in  our  garden design  including a  real ly  good 
minibeast  hotel  in  the back base bui l t  f rom old  s lates,  br icks ,  st icks  and pots .    
We had the idea of  putt ing s i lver ,  so lar  fa i ry  l ights  around the garden,  to  
attract  moths to  the garden but  a lso  to  represent  25 years  of  Keep Scot land 
Beaut i fu l .  The l ights  don’t  show up in  the photographs because we took the 
photos in  dayl ight ,  but  they do show up when i t  gets  dark.  We are  a l l  in  bed,  
but  the moths wi l l  hopeful ly  be out  and about .



Al l  our  p lants  have come f rom Is lay.  We d id  not  buy any p lants .  The nasturt iums 
were grown f rom seed col lected f rom last  year ’s  p lants .  The strawberry p lants  
have been grown f rom last  year ’s  ‘ runners ’ .  The f lowers  came f rom local  gardens 
by sp l i t t ing  c lumps of  perennia ls .

The s lugs  LOVE our  st rawberr ies  so  i t  i s  a lways  a  race  to  get  to  them f i rst !  We 
never  use  pest ic ides  at  school  because we want  to  be environmental ly  f r iendly  
and they are  not  safe  for  ch i ldren or  good for  wi ld l i fe .  S lugs  are  the greediest  
an imals  in  our  school  garden so  we hope i f  we grow the st rawberr ies  h igher  up  
we won’t  have to  share  so  many with  the s lugs!

Our school  i s  in  a  rea l ly  windy p lace  and a l though the low down p lants  were ok,   
the  st rawberry  p lants  which  were at  the  top  of  the  pal let  got  rea l ly  bashed.   Our  
f r iendly RSPB ass istant  warden came to  the rescue.  She bui l t  a  sort  of  min i  
f leece tunnel  that  f i t s  over  the st rawberry  p lants .   We can take the f leece cover  
of f  when i t  i s  not  windy,  but  put  i t  on  when i t  i s  windy and i t  has  worked real ly  
wel l  to  protect  the  st rawberry  p lants  and they have set  some f ru i t .



The chi ldren wi l l  cont inue to  look after  the garden.  We are going to  put  up some 
windbreak mater ia l  on  a  fence nearby to  help  to  protect  i t  f rom strong winds in  
the winter .  A l l  the p lants  in  the base of  the garden we are  p lant ing stra ight  into  
the ground,  rather  than pots ,  so  they should  just  keep growing.

We l ike  the garden so  much and i t  has  been so  successfu l  and fun making i t  that  
we want  to  make another  pocket  garden next  to  i t  next  year .



K i l m au r s  E L C  ‘ K a le  t r a i l  t o  K i l m au r s ’

J o i n t  1 s t p l a c e  ‘ M y  F a v o u r i t e  P o c k e t  G a r d e n ’  P u b l i c  v o t e

Our “Kale  t ra i l  to  K i lmaurs”  garden celebrates  our  local  h istory of  producing 
kale.  The ch i ldren tasted kale  and  decided they wanted d i f ferent  var iet ies  of  
kale  as  i t  was “yummy!”  and because i t  had “real ly  funny names”.  A  few of  the 
chi ldren were worr ied  that  the kale  might  get  lonely  being the only  leafy  green,  
so lettuce,  sp inach,  courgettes  and tomatoes were a lso  added to  the garden 
which the ch i ldren are  a l l  very excited to  t ry!



In  honour  of  John Boyd Orr  the ch i ldren have reused mi lk  cartons to  make 
p lanters ,  garden scoops and water ing cans.   In  1927 John Boyd Orr  proved how 
important mi lk  was for  ch i ldren,  which  led  to  f ree school  mi lk.  He was born in  
K i lmaurs  in  1880.   Today the ch i ldren at  K i lmaurs  ECC st i l l  get  to  enjoy their  f ree 
mi lk,  thanks to  John Boyd Orr!

They a lso  loved being very creat ive  and made fantast ic  s i lver  cut lery scu lptures  
after  f inding out  that  David  and Alexander  Biggart  made cut lery in  K i lmaurs.  Th is  
was our  s i lver  thread to  the design  to  ce lebrate  Keep Scot land Beaut i fu l  25  years  
as  a  Scott ish  char i ty.

Every vegetable  and f lower  had been carefu l ly  grown f rom seed.   We explored 
seeds in  depth,  looking at  them close ly .  The ch i ldren learned that  seeds need 
so i l ,  water ,  and sun!  And boy d id  we get  a  lot  of  sun!! ! !!  Which  was a  good 
job  as  our  greenhouse had been destroyed in  the storm.

The ch i ldren have shown great  pat ience,  perseverance,  and worked incredib ly  
hard  car ing for  the  Pocket  Garden.  Every day they have carefu l ly  watered their  
p lants  with  their  mi lk  cartons  which  make the best  water ing cans.  We had 
fami l ies  vo lunteer to  care  for  our  seeds over  the Easter  hol idays.  They a l l  d id  
a  fantast ic  job.  The ch i ldren made their  own fert i l i zer  f rom banana peels  
which  real ly  he lped the vegetables  and f lowers  grow.



The “Kale  t ra i l  to  K i lmaurs”  has  been an insp ir ing and valuable  exper ience for  
the ch i ldren,  staf f  and fami l ies .  I t  has  fostered a  sense of  responsib i l i ty ,  
promoted healthy eat ing habits  and deepened our  connect ion with  nature and 
the proud h istory of  our  local  community.

The whole  exper ience of  des ign ing,  creat ing and growing the Pocket  Garden has  
been fantast ic!  My personal  favor i te part  i s  when the ch i ldren ro l l  over  some 
logs  and s i t  in  f ront  of  the Pocket  Garden and watch the bumble bees go about  
their  business.  Then you hear  them say,  “ I  love the Pocket  Garden!”



L i n n v a le P r i m a ry

2 n d P l a c e  i n  ‘ M y  F a v o u r i t e  P o c k e t  G a r d e n  P u b l i c  v o t e

Clydebank has  a  proud h istory of  being an  industr ia l  town.  I t  i s  famous for  being 
home to  many sh ipyards and the S inger  factory too.  Many of  the world ’s  
greatest  ocean -going sh ips  were bui l t  in  Clydebank such as  the RMS Lusitania ,  
Queen Mary,  Queen E l izabeth  and the QE2.

One of  the few exist ing s igns  of  the town’s  industr ia l  past  remains:  the T i tan  
Crane.   Our  garden has  a  repl ica  model  of  the crane forming the centrepoint of  
our  garden.  We adapted the or ig inal  des ign  to  bui ld  i t  f rom recla imed t imber  
donated by one of  our  staf f  members.  The ch i ldren worked with  members  of  
staf f  to  design  and bui ld  the crane.



Our p lants  were chosen with  wi ld l i fe  in  mind.  The pupi ls  researched which  
p lants  were pol l inator  f r iendly  and chose to  grow sunf lowers  and cosmos as  the 
main  f lowering p lants  to  compl iment  the lavender  and d ianthus which  are  
popular  with  pol l inators .

One of  the favour ite  parts  was construct ing the crane and gett ing to  use the 
dri l l  and power tools!  Understanding the importance of  ‘measure twice to  cut  
once’  is  something usefu l  which we a l l  learned!

The most  chal lenging part  was adapt ing the or ig inal  des ign  when i t  became 
apparent  that  p lant  pots  were not  going to  be strong enough to  create  the crane 
and that  an  a l ternat ive  idea was needed.  The ch i ldren spoke to  staf f  at  an  
assembly and asked for  any ideas and help .   As  a  result  other  staf f  vo lunteered 
mater ia ls  and their  handy ski l l s !

Our  school  jan itor  donated solar  powered l ights  as  the real  T i tan  Crane is  
i l luminated at  n ight .



We reached out  to  one of  the mentors ,  Wendy,  f rom the l i st  g iven to  us  f rom 
KSB and she has  been a  huge help .  She brought  us  some strawberry seedl ings  in  
March which  we have been water ing and pott ing on and she a lso  was k ind 
enough to  br ing a  mass  of  seeds!

We p lanted pumpkins,  French beans,  peas,  cosmos,  sweet  peas,  nasturt ium,  
radish  and sunf lowers  with  Wendy and many of  these seedl ings  grew so wel l  
thanks to  the good weather  that  we held  a  p lant  sa le  to  ra ise  funds for  our  Eco 
fund!  Some p lants  were put  as ide,  and we p lanted beans,  cosmos and a  
sunf lower in  our  garden.  She was a  fantast ic  help  and support  to  us!



L o u d o n  A c a d e m y

The garden represents  Loudoun Cast le ,  which  is  an  ancient  cast le  r ight  next  to  
our  school .  The cast le  was constructed in  1804 and has  a  long h istory including a  
br ief  spel l  as  a  theme park in  the 90s.  Now the Cast le  is  derel ict ,  and nature has  
started to  take over .

We are  upcycl ing o ld  toys  to  represent  the theme park at  Loudoun Cast le .  We 
reused cardboard to  make our  cast le  and p lan  to  compost  the whole  cast le  once 
i t  has  gone a l l  soggy,  as  we expect  i t  to  do once nature takes over!

We have p lanted lots  of  f lowering p lants  to  make the garden wi ld l i fe  f r iendly.  
We have p lanted peas,  onions,  potatoes and beetroot  in  the ra ised bed at  the 
f ront  of  our  garden which  represents  a  wal led  garden,  common in  19th  Century 
cast les .



We have fe l t  mot ivated by our  design  being chosen in  the compet it ion.  Our  
garden space has been subjected to  quite  a  lot  of  vandal ism but  being chosen 
gave us  mot ivat ion to  get  out  and keep working despite  the chal lenges we have 
had.

We have learned about  design ing th ings  and p lanning a  space that  we f i rst  
thought was just  a  “waste  land”.  We have learned a  lot  about  the h istory of  
Loudoun Cast le  and the theme park,  which  was interest ing to  us,  as  i t  i s  r ight  on 
our  doorstep,  and we d idn’t  know much about  i t .

We are  only  2  pupi ls ,  we fee l  rea l ly  proud that  we can ach ieve th is  with  the 
support  of  on ly  one teacher  ( the crazy p lant  lady…as we ca l l  her!  J )…it ’s  amaz ing 
what  we can ach ieve as  a  t r io  of  people  with  s imi lar  out looks  on  l i fe ,  and huge 
mot ivat ion  to  make the wor ld  a  better  p lace.

We wi l l  leave the smal l ,  ra ised  bed in  p lace  and pass  i t  onto  the new S1 pupi ls  
for  them to  have a  min i ,  more manageable  veg growing p lot  to  introduce them 
to  Outdoor  learn ing at  Loudoun Academy.



M e l d ru m  A c a d e m y

Our garden shows our  her i tage through language and farming.  We are  proud of  
speaking Dor ic  and our  North  East  farming h istory.  We vis i ted  the Gar ioch 
Her itage Museum in  Inverur ie  and saw how people  used to  l ive  and work.  We 
learned about  "Nicky Tams",  which  were straps farm workers  wore to  stop rats  
c l imbing up their  legs.  We used that  idea in  our  garden by p lant ing potatoes in  
an  o ld  pair  of  jeans and ty ing Nicky Tams round the legs.  We even l i stened to  a  
bothy bal lad  about  i t !

We learned about  farming and when to  p lant  d i f ferent  th ings.  We a lso  learned 
how to  use tools  safe ly.  I t  was fun learn ing about  o ld  farming ways and how 
farm workers  used to  make up songs to  pass  the t ime.

We It  was fun working together  to  bui ld  something f rom scratch  and seeing i t  
come to  l i fe .

We had some problems with  t ime because i t  was hard  to  get  everyth ing to  grow 
quickly.  To f ix  th is ,  we p lanted fast -growing wi ldf lowers.  Some staf f  helped by 
growing turn ips  in  greenhouses at  home.  Also,  our  tyres  d idn’t  f i t  s ide by s ide so  
we stacked them, which  made i t  hard  to  p lant  onions,  so  we used smal ler  p lants  
instead.  Because of  the dry weather ,  our  c lassmates helped with  water ing.  



We f i rst ly  thought that  we could  get  the t rousers  to  stay open with  a  hoola hoop 
but  th is  d idn’t  work so  we came up with  a  so lut ion that  included recycl ing some 
old  p lant  supports .   Can you spot  them?.



M e l d ru m  P r i m a r y

Our her i tage is  represented through our  school  houses.  We wanted to  show the 
school  houses that  we are  in ;  Keith ,  Manson,  Chrysta l  and Forsyth.  These houses 
are  named after  famous former res idents  of  Oldmeldrum. Our  school  emblem is  
an  otter  and we are  excited that  we could  make an otter  f rom old  corks  and 
have that  on the cast le .

• Wil l iam Forsyth  was a  founding member of  the Royal  Hort icu ltura l  Society.

• Patr ick Manson was a  founder of  the f ie ld  of  t ropica l  medic ine which  is  why 
we have p lanted lavender.

• George Chrysta l  was a  Scott ish  mathemat ic ian  and we considered ways that  
pattern and symmetry in  math could  be repl icated in  our  cast le  of  p lants .

• Wil l iam Keith  was born in  Oldmeldrum and became an art ist  famous for  
landscapes of  Cal i forn ia .  He insp ired us  to  use our  art ist ic  ski l l s  to  paint  s lates  
to  decorate  the cast le  of  p lants .

We had a  t r icky chal lenge when we bui l t  the cast le  st ructure in  a  c lassroom then 
real ised we couldn’t  get  i t  out  of  the room to the spot  where we were going to  
plant  the f lowers.  We had to  unscrew some sect ions to  be able  to  f i t  i t  through 
the door  and carry  i t  out  to  the p layground.  We were then able  to  use the dr i l l  
again  to  screw the p ieces  back in .



Our garden has  been put  in  a  part  of  the  school  grounds where everyone in  
school  can  see i t  and where i t  i s  protected.  We wi l l  be  ab le  to  watch  the p lants  
grow and change and keep adding to  the cast le  as  we mainta in  i t ,  and add to  i t .  
Our next  year  of  P6’s  wi l l  be  responsib le  for  looking af ter  i t .



M o o rp a r k  E a r l y  Y e a r s  C e n t re

We engaged with  our  fami l ies  and the local  community  to  understand the 
bui ld ings,  foods,  and tradit ions that  are  important to  them. The enthusiasm 
from our  fami l ies  and the eagerness  of  others  to  contr ibute great ly  insp ired our  
ch i ldren.

From the feedback,  we learned about  the local  ru ined Barony Cast le ,  a lso  known 
as  P lace House,  which  holds  s ign i f icant  cu ltura l  connect ions to  K i lb irn ie .   We 
designed our  pocket  garden in  the sty le  of  a  cast le .

Although the orchard attached to  the cast le  has  not  survived,  one o ld  apple  t ree 
remains.  We p lanted an apple  t ree beside our  garden.  Community  members  a lso  
shared memories  of  growing potatoes,  garden herbs,  and f lower  p lant ing 
in i t iat ives  in  K i lb irn ie .

The ch i ldren made a  dr inking stat ion for  bees f rom clay,  f i l l ing  i t  with  shale  to  
provide a  safe  p lat form for  bees to  land and dr ink.  The use of  c lay and shale  
represents  the t radit ion of  steelwork product ion and mining in  the area.



Famil ies  generously  donated f lower  seeds,  pots ,  decorat ive  windmil ls ,  and an 
apple  feeder.  Our  runner  beans were seeded in  reused g lass  jars .   George our  
Jan itor  has  made us  a  hedgehog house with  a l l  h is  scrap wood.  

Our  pocket  garden is  dedicated to  f lowers,  p lants ,  f ru its ,  and vegetables  that  
support  the wel l -being of  insects ,  an imals ,  and humans.   We wi l l  cont inue to  
grow and care  for  our  P lants  in  our  pocket  garden.



O a k w o o d P r i m a r y

The ch i ldren decided that  "Our  Her i tage" would  be best  represented by focusing 
on Easterhouse.  We researched key h istor ica l  and cu ltura l  landmarks  and made a  
col laborat ive   poster  to  gu ide our  design.   Our  garden represents  our  Her i tage 
by these key features:  

• Provan Hal l  House in  Easterhouse bui l t  in  the 1470s,  one of  the o ldest  
bui ld ings  in  Glasgow.

• Crannogs,  ancient  I ron Age dwel l ings  once found in  Scott ish  lochs and Bishop 
Loch 700BC 

• 13 farmlands represent ing Easterhouse’s  agr icu ltura l  h istory ‘ t i l  the 1950s.

• A painted backdrop that  includes the FARE bui ld ing (bui l t  in  2010),  Oakwood 
Pr imary School  opened 1973 and the canal  which  was f i l led  in  dur ing the ear ly  
1970s to  make way for  the M8 motorway.

• The Phoenix,  symbol is ing Easterhouse’s  regenerat ion. .

We are growing peas,  green beans,  cabbage,  let tuce,  onions,  potatoes,  sa lad  
greens ( ins ide an o ld  Henry Hoover) ,  and sunf lowers.  The ch i ldren p lanted and 
cared for  everyth ing f rom seed in  the c lassroom and at  the FARE Community  
Al lotment .  We chit ted the potatoes in  the c lassroom before p lant ing out . .



We created bug hotels  us ing recycled t in  cans,   a  bee water  stop,  and a  ra in  
catcher  made f rom reused p last ic  bott les .   We a lso  p lanted pol l inator -fr iendly  
f lowers  to  attract  bees and other  insects .   

Our  local  community  helped in  creat ing our  garden including,  the FARE 
Community  Al lotment ,  Susan f rom FARE supported us  weekly  with  the garden 
development ,  Glasgow Kelv in  Col lege students  bui l t  Provan Hal l  House and the 
large p lanter ,  The Jaggy Nett le 's  Men's  c lub put  the p lanter  st ructure together.

The garden wi l l  stay on our  school  grounds and cont inue to  be used for  growing 
food,  support ing wi ld l i fe ,  and celebrat ing our  her i tage a l l  year  round.   





P e r t h  G r a m m a r  S c h o o l

The garden was designed to  represent  the City  of  Perth  and some of  the h istory 
attached to  Perth.  The garden was shaped to  show the North  and South Inch’s  –
areas of  parkland on the North  and South s ides  of  the c i ty  centre.   These were 
the areas  for  growing p lants  and crops in  our  garden as  they are  a lways green,  
with  d i f ferent wi ldf lowers  grown throughout  the year .

Beside the North  Inch was an  area dedicated to  the Black Watch Cast le .  Poppies  
were grown from the three towers  to  remember the so ld iers  who d ied f rom the 
Black Watch regiment  in  d i f ferent  conf l icts .  A  so ld ier  in  t radit ional  Black Watch 
uniform was painted onto a  stone and p laced on guard in  f ront  of  the cast le .

A bug hotel  represents  the Moot  Hi l l  Chapel  where the Kings  of  Scot land were 
crowned centur ies  before.

The outs ide was decorated with  drawings of  a  Highland Cow,  found in  d i f ferent  
areas  of  Perthshire,  a  Unicorn  – Scot land’s  Nat ional  an imal  and the words Perth  
and Scot land to  represent  where we feel  connect ion to.



Between the North  and South  Inch  we p lanted b lue f lowers  to  represent  the 
r iver  Tay,  which  f lows a long s ide  both  inch’s .  Forget  me nots ,  pansy’s  and 
cornf lowers  were p lanted,  unfortunate ly  the b lue f lowers  have yet  to  b loom.

Two b ird  houses  were added to  inv i te  smal l  b i rds  into  the garden.  Cof fee  
grounds were added to  the so i l  to  at t ract  min i  beasts  and enr ich  the so i l .  
St rawberr ies ,  Raspberr ies ,  Spr ing Onions  and Potatoes  were grown,  a longs ide 
cornf lowers,  poppies  and a  var iety  of  b lue f lowers,  a l l  of  which  are  grown local ly  
in  Perth .  

A l l  pupi ls  rea l ly  en joyed every aspect  of  the  des ign,  bu i ld  and growing and 
mainta in ing and decorat ing the garden.  One pupi l  d id  a  fantast ic  job  on  the 
artwork but  a l l  pupi ls  contr ibuted to  the creat ion  in  many d i f ferent  ways.  Seeing 
the garden come to  l i fe  and match  many of  the  or ig ina l  p lans  has  been the best  
b i t .



R e d w e l l  P r i m a r y

Our garden is  fu l l  of  h idden magic  and surpr ises.   See i f  you can spot  references 
to  Al loa’s  cu ltura l ,  bu i l t ,  industr ia l  and natural  her i tage among the p lants .   Our  
garden is  bui l t  across  3  whisky barre ls  donated by a  local  cooper  and a  br ick 
f rom the o ld  br ickworks  takes pr ide of  p lace at  the f ront ,  next  to  some gnawed 
branches f rom our  neighbourhood beavers.

Our  fa iryta le  beavers  are  made f rom wool  – a nod to  Paton’s  mi l l  which  
produced yarn  in  Al loa for  many years .   Our  favour ite  part  of  creat ing our  
garden was learn ing about  how the re introduct ion of  beavers  has  begun to  
change our  local  landscape.

Tod Lowrie,  in  h is  red  cap,  i s  a  helpful  brownie  and has  made a  lovely  b ig  bowl  
of  porr idge for  granny – although in  our  garden the porr idge is  st i l l  growing as  
oats ,  g iven to  us  by our  f r iendly  local  farmer.   The River  Forth,  which  runs 
through our  fa iryta le  garden,  i s  fu l l  of  co loured g lass ,  represent ing Al loa’s  long 
history of  g lassmaking.

Tiny coal  wagons remind us  that  Al loa used to  be a  mining community.   In  our  
garden,  the town hal l  i s  a  bug house,  which  seems f i t t ing as  The Beat les ’  very 
f i rst  concert  was at  Al loa Town Hal l  in  1960.  



There are   lots  of  tasty  th ings  to  eat  l ike  thyme,  raspberr ies  and gooseberr ies ,  in  
case the fa ir ies  get  peckish  af ter  a l l  their  hard  work.

Towards the rear  of  our  garden,  the p lant  pot  Al loa Tower provides a  st ronghold 
for  bees to  rest  safe ly  and some beaut i ful  carnat ions i f  they fancy a  snack.

We want  to  use the food we grow to cook something tasty,  l ike  Tod Lowrie  d id  for  
granny in  our  story.   Dur ing the school  day our  garden welcomes lots  of  human 
vis i tors  who love to  use i t  as  part  of  their  learn ing and i t  wi l l  be  open to  the 
community  at  our  school  fa i r  so  everyone can exper ience the magic!



R e p h ad  P r i m a r y

Rephad’s pocket  garden represents  our  her i tage through several  st rands.   We 
have Cur l ing ,  and the local  ice  r ink at  Northwest  Cast le  that  has  turned out  
many an Olympic  champion.  We are  a lso  g iv ing a  nod to  the wonderfu l  nat ive  
oyster  bed we are  lucky to  have in  Loch Ryan,  near  the school .   Our  town’s  
footbal l  c lub  Stranraer FC is  the th ird  o ldest  footbal l  c lub  in  Scot land.

Coppic ing i s  a  t radit ional  woodland management  technique st i l l  used today.  I t  
involves  cutt ing t rees  at  the base,  to  a l low new shoots  to  grow.  Weaving is  an  
ancient  ski l l  and craft ,  that  is  st i l l  in  use to  make baskets  or  fabr ics .  We used 
coppiced Hazel  for  the stakes,  and wi l low woven through to  make the boundary 
of  the garden.

It  became very c lear  that  
the absolute  favour ite  part  
of  making th is  garden for  
the ch i ldren was any task 
that  involved doing 
paint ing!  Whether  i t  was 
paint ing the pal let  green to  
represent  the footbal l  p i tch,  
or  paint ing on the white  
l ines,  i t  was the favour ite  
task th is  year!  Closely  
fo l lowed by water ing!

We used Senecio  Candidans
‘Angels  wings’  to  represent  
the s i lver  thread for  the 
25th  Anniversary of  Keep 
Scot land Beaut i fu l .  Th is  
p lant  proved to  be very 
popular  with  a l l  the 
ch i ldren,  and i t  received 
much stroking of  i t s  leaves!  
I t ’s  co lour  a lso  t ied  in  n ice ly  
with the ‘ ice’  on the cur l ing 
r ink.



We contacted local  cur l ing legend Gai l  Munro to  ask i f  she could  lend us  a  
cur l ing stone for  our  pocket  garden.  She was more than happy to  do so.

Our  garden is  organic,  peat - free and fu l l  of  f lowers  to  attract  the pol l inators  
such as ,  honeysuckle ,  sweet  peas,  nasturt ium,  ch ives  ( for  the f lowers) ,  
sunf lowers,  busy l i zz ies ,  st rawberr ies ,  cornf lowers,  a l lysum, leucanthemum and 
lobel ia .  A  pure feast  for  the beast ies!

The edib le  parts  of  our  garden include,  st rawberr ies ,  ch ives,  ra inbow chard,  red  
orache,  sa lad,  nasturt ium,  red onion and sunf lower seeds.  

We wi l l  cont inue to  look af ter  our  garden,  harvest  the produce and water  i t  
when required.  We l ike  to  leave the seed heads standing for  the b irds  to  feast  
on,  or  for  se l f  seeding.  The sweet  peas wi l l  be  p icked by the ch i ldren and taken 
home.
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R o y a l  S c h o o l  o f  D u n ke ld

Our garden represents  our  l ink to  Shakespeare’s  Macbeth and our  posit ion  at  
the foot  of  Birnam Hi l l  and Birnam Wood.  

A wooden pal let  was painted to  be the backdrop of  Birnam Hi l l ,  and we have 
made a  cast le  out  of  some old  pots  and a  p lanter .  Dunkeld  Tel ford  Br idge has  
been bui l t  f rom old  pots  and f i l led  with  straw.  We had to  change our  p lans a  b i t :  
we were going to  cut  a  car  tyre  in  hal f ,  but  i t  was too t r icky.

We reused a  p last ic  Hal loween cauldron as  a  water  feature …but  i t  was 
borrowed for  sports  day and got  lost  – lucki ly  we found a  brass  pot  in  the shed 
which  took i ts  p lace.  The ch i ldren l iked i ts  aesthet ic  better  too!

It  became very c lear  that  Our  To encourage wi ld l i fe ,  we included herbs such as  
ch ives  (which  the bees love) ,  lemon thyme,  mint ,  white  hyssop,  sage and mint .  
We a lso  p lanted pars ley but  i t  was eaten by the rabbits!  The herbs wi l l  at t ract  
pol l inators  as  wi l l  f lowering p lants  such as  poached egg p lant ,  forget  me not  
and honeysuckle .

We have a  water  feature for  insects  and b irds.  The cast le  is  a  hedgehog home 
and we have f i l led  pots  with  straw to  make a  bug hotel .  We were a lso  mindfu l  
of  the importance of  water  for  b irds  and bugs.   The cauldron has  a  stone in  i t  
that  b irds  can perch on.



Edib le  crops include strawberr ies ,  broad beans,  herbs,  let tuce,  tomatoes and 
strawberr ies .   We lost  some p lants  to  the rabbits  and had to  protect  the garden 
f rom these pesky cr i t ters  by cover ing i t  with  (at  d i f ferent t imes)  a  c loche,  
nett ing and f leece.

We learned not  to  keep broad beans  ins ide for  too long – with  too much heat  
and not  enough l ight  they became very leggy!  We a lso  learned how important  i t  
i s  to  protect  p lants  with  f leece etc.

Our gardening c lub has  a  very f lu id  membership  – everyone is  welcome,  and 
attendance is  not  compulsory so  quite  a  few d i f ferent ch i ldren were involved in  
design ing and making the garden,  inc luding some absolute  sta lwart  young 
gardeners.  They enjoyed having a  creat ive  chal lenge dur ing the winter  months 
and then the quiet  and re lat ive  ca lm of  the garden working in  groups or  
ind iv idual ly towards a  common goal .



S a c r e d  H e a r t  E L C  - W i n n e r  O u r  H e r i ta ge  T h e m e

Our nursery is  in  the heart  of  Grangemouth.   Many of  our  fami l ies  have 
connect ions to  the Ineos/BP o i l  ref inery and some of  the ch imneys can be seen 
f rom our  nursery garden.   Somet imes we can see the f lames and steam from the 
ch imneys.   Sadly  the ref inery is  c los ing th is  year .  I t  has  been an integral  part  of  
the local  area s ince 1924 so  we fe l t  i t  was a  f i t t ing t r ibute to  use the ref inery as  
insp irat ion for  our  pocket  garden.

.

I t  became very c lear  that  Our  To encourage wi ld l i fe ,  we included herbs such as  
ch ives  (which  the bees love) ,  lemon thyme,  mint ,  white  hyssop,  sage and mint .  
We a lso  p lanted pars ley but  i t  was eaten by the rabbits!  The herbs wi l l  at t ract  
pol l inators  as  wi l l  f lowering p lants  such as  poached egg p lant ,  forget  me not  
and honeysuckle .

We reused o ld  h i -v is  
jackets  and trousers ,  
2  pairs  of  o ld  work 
boots,  and a  helmet  
which  were donated 
by an  Ineos employee.

Our  garden has  been 
designed with  nature 
in  mind.  We have 
incorporated a  bug 
hotel ,  b ird  bath  and 
many bee f r iendly  
f lowers.  We have used 
potatoes,  
st rawberr ies ,  carrots ,  
on ions,  cress ,  
rad ishes and a  last  
minute addit ion of  a  
‘curry’  p lant



We have a  water  feature for  insects  and b irds.  The cast le  is  a  hedgehog home 
and we have f i l led  pots  with  straw to  make a  bug hotel .  We were a lso  mindfu l  
of  the importance of  water  for  b irds  and bugs.   The cauldron has  a  stone in  i t  
that  b irds  can perch on.



S t  D a v i d ’ s  E L C

Our garden represents  Dalkeith 's  agr icu ltura l  and industr ia l  her i tage and how 
the two were intertwined.   In  the past  Dalkeith  was a  min ing town.  There are  
min ing carts  with  poached egg p lant  ins ide that  represents  the coal  n icknamed 
as ‘b lack gold ’ .  On the s ides  of  the mine cart  t rack you can a lso  see yel low 
calendula  f lowers  and a  sunf lower which  a lso  represent the coal .

There are  ch ives  with  purple  f lowers  which  l ink to  the Scott ish  nat ional  f lower  a  
th ist le .

There are  wi l low structures  in  our  garden including a  v iaduct  br idge and a  
min ing wheel  which  can be found c lose to  the town of  Dalkeith . .

There are  p lenty of  f lowers  in  our  garden to  support  bees and butterf l ies  and 
p lants  that  we can eat  including beans,  ch ives,  st rawberr ies ,  peas,  let tuce,  
beetroot  and cress.



The ch i ldren have learned how to  care  for  p lants  and about  the l i fe  cycle  of  the 
p lants .  They have documented the progress  of  the p lants  and developed their  
l i teracy ski l l s .  “ I  have learned how to  grow f lowers  and about  the o lden days” .  

The ch i ldren faced chal lenges throughout th is  journey which  we d iscussed 
together.  They sa id  “Scooping in  the so i l  as  we had a  lot  of  so i l  to  put  in  but  not  
b ig  shovels  and i t  was heavy”  so  we worked as  a  team by scooping so i l  together  
to  overcome th is  chal lenge.  “Putt ing in  the p lants  proper ly  so  we don’t  break 
them” therefore the ch i ldren l i stened to  the instruct ions and fo l lowed them.



S t  M a c h ar  A c a d em y

Our garden has  wi ldf lowers  including  wi ld  foxglove,  sweet  pea,  b lack knapweed,  
devi l ' s  b i t  scabious,  ox -eye daisy,  red  campion,  red c lover ,  se l fheal  and yarrow 
to  attract  bees.

Our  garden contains  many edib le  p lants ,  inc luding  potatoes (Casablanca) ,  
raspberry (Autumn Bl iss) ,  b lackberry (Merton Thornless) ,  st rawberry ( cambridge
favour ite) ,  mangetout ,  rosemary,  ch ives,  bronze fennel ,  tomatoes and brussels  
sprouts

We are  a lso  growing nat ive  t rees,  inc luding  wi ld  cherry,  crab apple,  goat  wi l low,  
hol ly ,  hazel ,  s i lver  b irch.  b lackthorn,  downy b irch,  hawthorn.   They are  st i l l  
young and take years  to  grow to  their  fu l l  s ize .   Can you spot  them?..





S t  M a t t h e w ’ s  A c a d e my

Our garden design  has  two s ides  – the “ indoor”  s ide and the “outdoor” s ide,  
separated by a  recycled cast  i ron window embedded in  an  o ld  pal let .  At  i t s  
s implest  level ,  i t  represents  a  k i tchen window looking out  onto a  cottage 
garden,  and h ighl ights  the fact  that  anyone can enjoy growing p lants  – both 
edib le  and ornamental .   Some of  the e lements  in  the garden a lso  have a  deeper  
meaning and pay homage to  some important aspects  of  our  h istory and her i tage.  

Our school ,  St  Matthew’s  Academy,  is  a  community  of  fa i th  and learn ing and th is  
i s  something of  our  her i tage that  we fe l t  was hugely  important  to  represent  in  
our  pocket  garden.  We used the centrepiece of  the garden,  the o ld  cast  i ron 
window,  to  br ing th is  e lement  to  l i fe  by us ing paint  pens to  g ive  i t  a  sta ined 
g lass  ef fect ,  evocat ive  of  a  t radit ional  church bui ld ing.



We hung a  sp ider  p lant  with  a  macramé hanger,  crafted on a  ra iny luncht ime 
us ing jute  (and a  helpful  YouTube tutor ia l ! ) .  The watt le  fence was another  
her i tage handcraft ing ski l l  that  we attempted for  the f i rst  t ime.

As the bui ld  began to  look more l ike  a  cottage,  we fe l t  i t  needed a  name.  We 
agreed on “Salt  Cot  Cottage”  as  i t  l inks  with  the industr ia l  her i tage of  Sa ltcoats ,  
where our  school  i s  s i tuated.  I t  i s  named after  the cottages or  huts  on the 
seafront  where,  long ago,  people  would  boi l  sea water  to  make sa lt .  The number 
25 is  inc luded to  wish  a  very happy s i lver  anniversary to  Keep Scot land 
Beaut i fu l .

The main  dr iv ing force behind our  pocket  garden entry has  been our  lovely  
gardening c lub pupi ls ,  who meet  once a  week at  luncht ime.  We enjoy p lant ing,  
craft ing and propagat ing and are  never  short  of  act iv i t ies  to  keep us  busy (but  
a lways short  of  t ime!) .  Thankfu l ly ,  pupi ls  f rom a mixture of  year  groups have 
used some of  their  outdoor  learn ing t ime to  get  involved in  the project  and 
provide a  help ing hand.

Pupi ls  have showcased the jade p lants  that  they have lovingly  grown from 
scratch  through leaf  propagat ion.  Or ig inal ly  we were going to  make them look 
l ike  cupcakes,  but  instead decided they just  looked too cute  s i t t ing on the “sp ice  
rack”  we added across  the window.



Pupi ls  have showcased the jade p lants  that  they have lovingly  grown f rom 
scratch  through leaf  propagat ion.  Or ig ina l ly  we were going to  make them look 
l ike  cupcakes,  but  instead decided they just  looked too cute  s i t t ing  on  the “sp ice  
rack”  we added across  the window.

S2 pupi l ,  Hannah,  came up with  the des ign  for  the  window and,  af ter  carefu l  
thought,  took insp irat ion  f rom our  school  badge and motto  - “Lux Mundi”  ( l ight  
of  the wor ld) .   A longs ide the candle ,  Hannah a lso  painted some colourfu l  f lora ls ,  
creat ing the connect ion  between our  gospel  va lues  and our  responsib i l i ty  to  
look af ter  the  environment.

The watt le  fence was another  her i tage handcraft ing ski l l  that  we attempted for  
the f i rst  t ime.   Gett ing the stakes  into  the ground real ly  tested  our  res i l ience,  as  
i t  was  the f i rst  part  of  the  garden we embarked upon and our  enthusiasm soon 
wavered as  we kept  h i t t ing  rocks!  We tr ied  again  another  day,  and are  so  g lad  to  
have persevered with  th is ,  as  once we got  go ing,  the  weaving was good fun  and 
very  sat is fy ing work

The o ld  k i tchen s ink was rescued f rom scrap  and donated by a  teacher  who was 
having a  new ki tchen f i t ted.  I t  serves  as  a  min iature  pond.  We researched 
oxygenat ing p lants  and added in  an  E lodea Densa to keep the water  healthy and 
habitable  for  v is i t ing  insects .  We a lso  added some logs  to  help  any v is i tors  get  in  
and out .

The ch ives  donated by Mrs  McClumpha have been a  huge h it  with  pol l inators .  
We had intended to  put  ca lendula  here,  but  had l i t t le  success  with  growing our  
own (we need to  get  a  better  water ing system in  p lace  for  p lants  in  the 
greenhouse!)  but  we wi l l  keep t ry ing.

Other  donat ions  of  lemon balm,  busy l i zz ies ,  cape dais ies  and pansies  helped us  
to  add lots  of  co lour  to  the space and f i l l  up  the gaps  in  the crates.  I t  was  a  
del ight  to  see pupi ls  exc i ted ly  p lant ing away and seeing the garden real ly  come 
to  l i fe .  The other  p lants  we have grown on our  own (rocket ,  let tuce,  beans,  
nasturt iums and rad ishes)  are  gett ing there,  but  not  as  mature  as  we would  have 
l iked. .



We are  hugely  thankfu l  to  Mr Wright  f rom the tech  department for  h is  expert ise  
in  safe ly  secur ing the d i f ferent  e lements  of  the  garden together  and making sure  
the very  heavy window was secure  and supported.

The garden is  s i tuated in  our  enclosed a l lotment  area which  is  r ight  at  the  f ront  
entrance of  the  school .  We chose th is  spot  as  i t  i s  sheltered and protected f rom 
the worst  of  the  weather .  We made sure  that  both  s ides  of  the  garden were 
v is ib le  f rom the pavement .   I t  i s  amaz ing how many people  – parents ,  pupi ls ,  
s taf f ,  exam invig i lators  – have stopped to  chat  to  pupi ls  at  work and of fered 
help  with  p lant  donat ions  and water ing.

I t  has  been d i f f icu l t  to  juggle  the bui ld ing,  craf t ing  and p lant ing – especia l ly  
with  short  f rames of  t ime in  which  to  work,  and lots  of  other  projects  go ing on  -
such  is  h igh  school  l i fe!  We are  nonetheless  very  proud of  what  we have 
ach ieved and the hard  work and thought that  has  gone into  th is  l i t t le  pocket  of  
joy  that  we can cont inue to  enjoy as  a  school  community.



S t .  A n d r e ws  P r i m a r y

Mining was the main  industry  of  our  local  area,  and i ts  legacy is  st i l l  here  today.   
The Scott ish  Mining Museum less  than a  mi le  away f rom our  school ,  and many of  
the houses bui l t  for  the or ig inal  miners  are  st i l l  in  use.   We arranged to  v is i t  the 
museum to gather  ideas for  our  design.

Some of  the features  that  we saw at  the museum inf luenced the pupi ls '  des igns.   
The p it  head wheel  was the feature that  everyone agreed on to  be a  focus.   P i t  
head wheels  are  v is ib le  in  our  local  area and are  a  t rue symbol  of  our  her i tage.   
We p lanned a  var iety  of  d i f ferent ways to  make i t ,  but  were del ighted when a  
c lean out  of  our  PE cupboard y ie lded an o ld  bent  hula  hoop and some snapped 
team bands.   I t  fe l t  good to  repurpose something dest ined for  the b in .   I t  i s  a lso  
instant ly  recognisable  as  the wheel  that  people  dr ive  past  every day.



Pupi ls  were part icu larly  fond of  the ch imney pot  p lanter  that  they saw at  the 
min ing museum.  We were del ighted when a  parent was able  to  locate  one for  us  
f rom a local  roof ing company.   We p laced the ch imney pot  in  the centre  of  the 
garden as  a  symbol  of  our  coal  min ing her i tage and f i l led  i t  with  strawberry 
p lants .  .

Pupi ls  researched the type of  veggies  that  were t radit ional ly  grown in  miners ’  
gardens and found out  that  potatoes,  carrots ,  cabbages and turn ips  were 
part icu lar ly popular .   They p lanted them a c i rcu lar  fash ion to  repl icate  a  design  
they had seen at  the Mining Museum.  They are  hoping that  there wi l l  p lenty of  
veggies  to  enjoy in  the harvest  and that  the rabbits  and squirre ls  don’t  feast  on 
them f i rst .   We want  to  make a  n ice  pot  of  soup and a  tumshie  lantern f rom the 
turn ips.

Addit ional ly,  pupi ls  have arranged a  herb  shel f  – most  of  these herbs have been 
grown from seed.   Other  edib le  features  include a  home grown cucumber p lant ,  
a  raspberry p lant  that  has  been in  a l l  our  previous pocket  garden entr ies  and 
nasturt ium f lowers.

Our  P5 pupi ls  were part icu larly  enthusiast ic  to  include an area for  insects  and 
bugs in  our  garden.   They found o ld  br icks ,  bark,  st icks ,  p inecones and moss to  
construct  into  a  bug hotel .   The format  of  the hotel  changes dai ly  as  pupi ls  are  
engaged and f requently  explore  and adapt  the area.

. .



We added a  b ird  feeder  and a  d ish  fu l l  of  beads and water .   From the moment  
that  they were p laced in  the garden the b irds  and squirre l  started to  v is i t .   We 
have had to  ref i l l  a  few t imes a lready.  .

The her i tage theme has a l lowed us  to  forge l inks  with  d i f ferent organisat ions in  
our  community.   At  the min ing museum we met  the volunteer  gardening team 
and were so  impressed with  their  dedicat ion that  we of fered our  services  and 
have s ince returned to  the museum to help  with  weeding and l i t ter  p icks.

We have thoroughly  enjoyed making th is  garden and the connect ions to  our  
community  that  i t  has  a l lowed us  to  make.  We hope that  we have captured the 
essence of  our  min ing her i tage and our  community  sp ir i t  in  our  pocket  garden 
entry.
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