
Pocket Garden Stories 2024

P o c k e t  G a r d e n  Stor ies  2024

These amazing gardens were inspired by the 2024 Pocket 
Garden themes of Nature’s Engineers, Food for People and 

Wildlife Gardening.
Pocket Garden is  delivered in partnership with the Garden 

for Life Forum.

Winner s :  2024 P u b l i c  Vot e
1st Place: P1 – P4 Leverhulme Memorial 
2n d Place: Redwell Primary
3rd  Place: Leverhulme Memorial Primary P5 – S2

Winner :  2024 F o o d  f o r  P e o p l e  T h e m e
R ephad Pr imary

Winner :  2024 Nat ur e ’s  Engineer s  T h e m e
St Andrew's  Pr imary

Winner :  2024 Wi ldl i fe  G a r d e n i n g  T h e m e
K i l l e r m o n t  Pr i m a r y

H a v e  you  b e e n  inspired b y  these  a m a z i n g  P o c k e t  Gardens?
Y o u  c a n  create your o w n  P o c k e t  G a r d e n  at  h o m e  or take  part  in  next  year's

competit ion.

https://www.keepscotlandbeautiful.org/climate-action-schools/pocket-garden/pop-up-pocket-gardens-at-home/
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T a b le  of c o n t e n t s
Carluke High School, South Lanarkshire

Corseford School, Renfrewshire

Drummore Primary, Glasgow City

Elphinstone Primary, East Lothian

Flowerbank Early Childhood Centre, East Ayrshire

Glenlyon Primary P1-3, Perth & Kinross

Glenlyon Primary P4-7, Perth & Kinross

Greenbank Pre School, Edinburgh City

Grove Academy, Dundee

Hamilton Grammar ASN, South Lanarkshire

Harrysmuir Primary, West Lothian

Heathhall Primary, Dumfries & Galloway

Houston Primary, Renfrewshire

Killermont Primary, East Dunbartonshire 2024 Wildlife Gardening theme winner

Leverhulme Memorial Primary P1-3, Eilean Siar 1st place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Leverhulme Memorial Primary P4-7, Eilean Siar 3rd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Linnvale Primary, West Dunbartonshire

Park Primary, Clackmannanshire

Raploch Community Campus, Stirling

Redwell Primary, Clackmannanshire 2nd place in 'My favourite Pocket Garden' public vote

Rephad Primary, Dumfries & Galloway 2024  Food for People theme winner

Skypoint School ASN, Glasgow City

St Andrew's Primary P1-3, Midlothian

St Andrew's Primary P4-7, Midlothian, 2024 Nature’s Engineers theme winner

St David's ELC, Midlothian 

St. Mark's Primary , North Ayrshire

Tulliallan Primary, Fife

Whinhill Primary, Inverclyde



C a r l u ke  H i g h  S c h o o l  

Our S4 c lass  were learn ing about  b io logica l  control  and decided to  design  the 
garden based on ladybirds  as  nature 's  engineers  as  they are  a  natural  predator 
of  aphids  and sp ider  mites.

.



There are  some fru its  inc luding raspberr ies ,  b lackberr ies ,  gooseberr ies  and 
strawberr ies . We a lso  inc luded typ ica l  garden p lants  eg. Fushia  and roses.  The 
pupi ls  enjoyed making the ladybirds  f rom recycled bott les  and used the 
remining bott les  to  bui ld  the g lasshouse structure.  We had pal lets  and 
compost  donated to  us  f rom local  businesses,  but  a l l  our  p lants  were bought  in  
local  garden centres  or  cutt ings  f rom our  own gardens.



C o r se f o r d  S c h o o l

This  design  was created by the pupi ls  in  Class  1 . Dur ing the design  process,  
our  pupi ls  chose to  create  a  Pocket  Garden which  would  attract  b irds.  Th is  was 
insp ired by a  poem one of  our  pupi ls  enjoyed l i stening to  in  c lass  ca l led,  'O 
l i t t le  b ird '  by Michel le  P icken. .

Just  l ike  natural  engineers  must  do,  our  c lass  sought  out  exist ing mater ia ls  
that  could  be recycled and repurposed.

We p lanted sunf lowers,  which  we researched and d iscovered are  b ird  f r iendly.  
The c lass  d iscovered that  by including these p lants ,  the garden attracted bees!

We se lected f lowers  which  were br ight ly-coloured to  a l low our  pupi ls  with  
v isual  impairments  to  better  exper ience the beauty of  the garden.

One of  our  care  pract i t ioners  researched d i f ferent crafts  for  creat ing b ird  
feeders,  and she d iscovered a  way to  use lef tover  orange peels!  The pupi ls  
were supported to  s l ice  the oranges in  hal f ,  remove the orange f rom its  skin ,  
and f i l l  the peels  with  b ird  seeds.

F inal ly ,  to  make the garden invit ing for  b irds  and to  create  a  sensory 
exper ience for  our  pupi ls ,  the c lass  used their  funds to  purchase a  so lar -
powered water  feature.

The pupi ls  inc luded th ings  that  they could  use as  ingredients  dur ing their  
cooking and tast ing lessons.



In  the drawer of  the large s ideboard,  the pupi ls  p lanted oregano,  cor iander,  
pars ley,  ch ives,  and thyme.  They a lso  p lanted some of  these herbs in  the 
hanging baskets .

Unfortunately,  our  school  was re located twice th is  academic year . We needed 
to  a l ter  some of  our  design  p lans to  su it  our  new learn ing space.  The pupi ls ’  
‘c lassroom’ is  s i tuated with in  an  of f ice  bui ld ing – we were very lucky to  be 
g iven an of f ice  space that  includes a  balcony,  which  is  where we constructed 
the garden.  Hence the name,  Corseford’s Blooming Balcony!



D r u m mo re P r i m a r y

Our Pocket  Garden design  is  a  min iature model  of  what  we are  creat ing in  our  
new larger  Eco -Garden,  with  e lements  to  support  d i f ferent  topics .  Lots  of  what  
we have been learn ing about  has  focused on topics  that  a l l  support  each other ,  
inc luding how our  act ions can engineer  water  f low, wel l -being,  and even the 
c l imate.

Everyone enjoyed making a  Pocket  Garden and we a l l  had our  own personal  
favour ite  b its ,  but  we a l l  agreed that  seeing i t  a l l  come together  at  the end 
was excit ing and i t  made us  feel  successfu l  and proud!

Our learn ing at  the Nat ional  
Park has  helped us  to  look 
carefu l ly  and appreciate  
p laces  without  loud noises.  
We have created a  quiet  
ECO garden to  go and s i t  in  
and observe the creatures  
v is i t ing and creat ing a  space 
to  help  nature and our  
Pocket  Garden wi l l  be  
p laced with in  th is  garden 
near  the entrance to  our  
school .

We col lected and made 
th ings  that  would  support  
b iodivers i ty  through 
creat ing habitats  to  
encourage lots  of  creatures  
into  our  garden.



Making our  garden has  been an extremely rewarding journey but  we d id  
exper ience chal lenges such as  not  having anywhere to  grow f lowers  and 
food.  

Our  new Garden for  Growing,  which  is  a  fenced area with  a  polycrub
with in ,  was not  constructed t i l l  later  than ant ic ipated (May)  thus we 
missed gett ing our  seeds in!  However,  we real ly  appreciate  the donated 
plants  f rom our  community f r iends at  ‘Fortune Works’  and our  school  
fami l ies .We are now ready to  start  p lant ing in  our  new garden! Hopeful ly ,  
some carrots  wi l l  be  ready for  our  ‘One P lanet  P icn ic ’  p lanned for  
September to  ce lebrate  our  new gardens. .



E l p h inst o ne  P r i m a ry

In  September we wi l l  be  ce lebrat ing 100 years  s ince our  school  bui ld ing opened.  
In  honour  of  our  Centenary year ,  we wanted to  pay t r ibute to  the h istory and 
community  of  E lphinstone. This  has  been a  fantast ic  project  to  a l low the 
ch i ldren to  become responsib le  c i t izens and take pr ide in  their  her i tage.  

Our mound or  ‘ bing ’  covers  2  tubes ‘mines’  for  wi ld l i fe  to  explore whi lst  the 
soi l  on  top welcomes the perfect  wormery for  natures  engineers  to  enjoy.  Our  
pond invites  wi ld l i fe  to  take a  dr ink or  bathe on hot  days.  

There are  many edib le  features  of  our  pocket  garden;  start ing with  our  6  bed 
p lanter  f i l led  with  herbs including rosemary,  ch ives,  d i l l ,  pars ley,  cor iander  
and mint .  In  the top p lanter  of  our  pocket  garden pea shoots  are  start ing to  
grow upwards and wi l l  cont inue to  grow around our  min ing wheel  as  they 
natural ly engineer  themselves.



Al l  aspects  of  our  min i  garden were donated and reused start ing with  the pal let  
f rom a recent  del ivery,  wheel ,  pond and coal  f rom our  Jan itors  garden,  
b irdhouses,  paint  and tubes f rom neighbours,  pen l ids  f rom our  recycl ing stat ion 
in  school ,  herb  cutt ings  f rom our  nursery garden and f inal ly  our  scarecrow from 
recycled mater ia ls  in  our  school .

We thoroughly  enjoyed welcoming members  of  our  community  in  to  help  us  with  
our  project  and were able  to  benef i t  f rom their  expert  knowledge of  gardening.  
We now have 2  gardening s lots  per  week where member of  the community are  
welcome to  come and jo in  us.

Whi lst  creat ing our  min i  garden we revamped our  garden area which  is  now a 
quiet  sanctuary for  outdoor  learn ing.  Our  pocket  garden is  at  the centre  of  i t  a l l .  



F l o w er b an k  E a r l y  C h i ld h oo d  C e n t re

We talked about  the insects  and wi ld l i fe  that  make and engineer  structures.  
Chi ldren were keen to  ta lk  about  b irds  making nests  as  we learned about  th is  
when we took part  in  the RSPB Big  Garden Bird  Watch. We looked at  other  
types of  nature engineers,  the “sp iders  on our  t reehouse that  made the g iant  
web”.  We wanted to  make a  specia l  p lace for  them al l  to  l ive.

We started with  a  b lank canvas,  a  cable  drum and a  grassy area at  the back of  
the nursery which  was previously  se ldom accessed by the ch i ldren.  Th is  i s  an  
area we wanted to  improve for  the ch i ldren to  access  to  further  expand their  
knowledge and exper ience of  susta inabi l i ty  and the growing seasons.

A Ki lmarnock Wi l low tree was k indly  donated to  the nursery and we decided to  
use th is  as  our  centre  p iece to  f i t  i t  ins ide the cable  drum.

Al l  our  p lants  in  the pocket  garden design  were grown from seed having been 
p lanted by our  ch i ldren f rom across  a l l  3  p layroom age groups.  

We p lanted seeds for  p lants  to  attract  bees and butterf l ies  in  addit ion to  the 
homes we have made for  insects  and sp iders  a l l  of  whom are natures’  
engineers.

.



We recycled empty tubs to  be used for  p lant ing some of  our  seeds. We used 
scraps f rom our  arts  and crafts  resources  to  make the sp iders  web which  we 
hope real  sp iders  wi l l  make their  home in . We put  our  K i lmarnock Wi l low tree 
into  a  larger  tub and added f resh  compost  



G l e n lyo n P r i m a r y  P 1 - 3

We l ive  in  a  Glen where gamekeeping is  a  b ig  part  of  the community  and with  
'p iece'  being Scott ish  for  sandwich,  we designed our  garden for  th ings  that  we 
could  eat  for  lunch.   Water  is  a  natural  engineer ,  carving landscape and 
br inging l i fe . The water  feature  in  our  garden helps  water  the garden and 
provide water  for  wi ld l i fe  and nature.  A lso  we found a  d iscarded nest  and used 
i t  to  provide a  p lace for  wi ld l i fe!  

Our  fence was made of  st icks  – that  were col lected f rom around our  school  
– we pi led  the st icks  up in  between stacked ones. We learnt  new 
techniques:  how to  bui ld  a  fence,  how to  be eco -fr iendly,  how plants  such 
as  peas can c l imb on to  other  p lants  such as  corn  or  st icks  ,  what  p lants  we 
could  grow to  eat . .

Creat ing our  garden had some fun t imes l ike  making our  water  feature,  
which  was chal lenging,  and enjoying making McDuffy  the Gamekeeper  and 
h is  b inoculars . .  



Our garden wi l l  be  kept  going in  the years  to  come and we wi l l  add new ideas 
a long the way.  We wi l l  use  herbs in  our  meals  and cooking at  school  – let tuce 
for  snacks  and lunch,  st rawberr ies  just  to  eat! ! !

Other  edib le  p lants  in  our  garden include: Sunf lowers,  Mar igolds,  Tomatoes,  
Mint ,  Lavender,  Sage,  Chives,  Fennel ,  Radish,  Lettuce,  Carrots ,  and Cabbage.



G l e n lyo n P r i m a r y  P 4 - 7

Our garden focuses on the engineers  underground that  are  so  crucia l  to  l i fe  on 
th is  p lanet ,  both  1)  the fungi  that  connect  and construct  beneath the so i l  and 
2)  the roots  of  legumes with  their  n i t rogen f ix ing b its . Together  they are  
fundamental  in  creat ing a  r ich  and healthy so i l  (and compost) .  

Dur ing the project  we learned a  lot  about  n it rogen which  is  a  key part  for  
healthy soi ls  to  grow plants ,  and we a lso  found out  loads about  fungi  and i t ’s  
uses to  us  and the whole  environment,  f rom communicat ion to  nutr i t ion.  

Our  favour ite  parts  of  the design  was making the compost  tumbler  because 
i t  involved woodworking and problem solv ing and p lant ing the seeds and 
plants  that  are  going to  make th is  so i l  the best! Our  community  a l l  came 
together  to  help  f ind  var ious crucia l  e lements  of  the garden ( large 
container  for  the compost  tumbler ,  organic  st raw,  woodchips,  t imber  for  
the f rames and some local  ch icken poo to  get  our  tumbler  started!)

We used sh itake mushroom plugs  to  inf i l t rate  some recent ly  fa l len  t rees  –
helpful ly  cut  into  pocket  s ized logs  by some of  our  parents  on the local  
estate,  which  are  going to  take a  t ime to  grow!  



Plant ing focused on those p lants  that  help  put  nutr ients  back into  the so i l  –
beans,  peas,  sweetpeas – but  we were a lso  want ing to  support  wi ld l i fe ,  so  the 
lupins  and c lover  were in ,  especia l ly  to  g ive  pol l inators  a  source of  food.  The 
main  th ings  that  are  edib le  in  our  garden are  beans and peas and the sh itake 
mushrooms.

Our  largest  chal lenge with  th is  was that  our  fungi  needed a  fa i r ly  shaded 
spot ,  whi le  the legumes main ly  wanted as  much sun as  they could  get ,  so  
the f raming of  the  garden needed to  be carefu l ly  made to  work for  both.  
We are  st i l l  not  sure  i f  we got  that  qu ite  r ight .



The hope is  that  af ter  the p lants  have d ied back they wi l l  rot  down into  the 
so i l  and the n it rogen that  has  been generated wi l l  make for  an  even better  
p lant ing s i te  in  years  to  come.  

We might  look at  p lant ing with  the Inuit  Three S ister ’s  Method (beans,  
sweetcorn and pumpkin/squash)  which  we learnt  about  dur ing our  project .



G r e e n ba n k  P r e  S c h o o l

The whole  Greenbank community  has  been involved in  the making of  our  
pocket  garden th is  year . Every ch i ld  took their  own seed tray home to  tend 
dur ing the Easter  break. We reused an o ld  water  t ray f rame.  Our  chal lenge was 
to  f ind  a  way of  making i t  into  a  box.  Th is  was so lved with  the help  of  the 
Greenbank Church handyman who happened to  have some old  perspex at  
home- we suddenly  thought  how amazing i t  would  be to  see the roots  through 
the perspex sides!  

The handyman also  constructed our  wonky shelf  out  of  b its  of  wood 
donated by a  parent  who happened to  be having work done in  her  home at  
the t ime.



Al l  our  p lants  have e ither  been p lanted f rom seed or  donated by parents  and 
fami l ies  in  our  community.  

The best  part  of  doing the garden has  been f i l l ing  i t  with  so i l - a l l  the ch i ldren 
helped with  th is .  We a lso  loved seeing how we transplant  and knowing that  we 
immediate ly  need to  water  the p lants .

We have several  ed ib le  p lants - tomatoes,  let tuce,  cucumber,  herbs - mint ,  
fennel ,  ch ives,  bas i l ,  rosemary,  thyme,  marjoram. We have f lowers - marigolds,  
lavender,  ca lendula - a l l  at t ract ing our  bees and pol l inators .

We have learnt  how long i t  takes  for  certa in  p lants  to  grow and how much 
water  they need to  get  st rong. Our  pocket  p icn ic  garden wi l l  remain  in  our  
own preschool  garden for  as  long as  i t  withstands the weather.



G r o ve  A c a d e m y

The forces  of  nature that  create  caves can be used to  grow mushrooms and 
support  p lants  such as  ferns  and succulents .  Our  garden is  wi ld l i fe  f r iendly  as  
i t  has  a  water  feature and has  been p lanted with  buttercups and white  c lover  
that  are  good for  pol l inators .  Our  edib le  p lants  wi l l  main ly  be the mushrooms.  
They have yet  to  f ru it  but  we are  hoping!

We learned about  measur ing – i t  has  been tr icky to  get  the f ish  boxes in  
p lace with  enough space for  both  the succulents  and the mushroom culture.  

We have sown seeds for  our  project ,  so  p lant  care  has  been part  of  the 
learn ing.  The design  process  involved a  lot  of  d iscuss ion and debate before 
we got  to  the f inal  des ign.  P lants  needed to  be researched and 
construct ion issues ident i f ied.



We reused f ish  boxes which  we col lected f rom Arbroath,  an  o ld  wash basin  for  
our  pond and included a  b ird  box – which may even be used by bees i f  we are  
lucky.  The pal let  was reused too.  

There have been chal lenges.  The f i rst  one was how to  cover  the f ish  boxes.  
P lan  A was to  use concrete.  The prototype weighed a  tonne and i t  was not  n ice  
working with  concrete  dust .  P lan  B was to  bash the boxes a  b it  to  make them 
more rock l ike  and then paint  them with  a  s l ight ly  texture paint .  Much n icer  to  
construct  and decidedly l ighter .

The garden wi l l  l ive  in  Queen Street  Community  Garden with  an  informat ion 
sheet  about  i t  on  the not ice  board.



H a m i l to n  G r a m m a r  A S N

To begin  our  design  for  our  garden we had a  bra instorming sess ion in  our  
environmental  lessons to  get  some ideas.  Dylan’s  des ign  was chosen. I t  
inc ludes lots  of  nature 's  engineers  such as  b irds,  worms,  and bees.

We decided to  organize  the garden into  d i f ferent  sect ions to  represent  the 
d i f ferent types of  wi ld l i fe  we were hoping to  attract  to  the garden.  Our  
favour ite  part  of  creat ing our  garden was decorat ing our  pebbles.  We a lso  loved 
watching our  p lants  grow from seeds into  b ig  p lants .



We have an  area with  let tuce,  rocket  and ka le  which  is  our  “Veggie  V i l la”  – th is  
g ives  food for  the  caterp i l lars  and other  an imals .

We also  created a  “Butterf ly  Buf fet”  which  is  a  co l lect ion  of  p lants  whose 
f lowers  provide nectar  for  our  pol l inators .  These are  cornf lower,  lavender  and 
wildf lowers.

The next  step  was to  create  our  “Songbird Spa”  we repurposed pebbles  f rom 
the school  garden and decorated them with  paints .  We stacked them up to  
create  a  rockery and p laced a  d ish  on  top  and f i l led  i t  with  water .

Our “Bug B&B” was made out  of  spare  wood f rom Mrs Colbourne’s  
garden. Most  of  our  p lants  were grown from seeds in  our  polytunnel  - a  few 
were donated by staf f .  We wi l l  cont inue to  look af ter  our  garden.



H a r r y smu ir P r i m a r y

The garden idea was decided by two boys in  P5.  They researched d i f ferent  
an imals  and insects  and decided they l iked the idea of  ants  and an ant  h i l l .  The 
way the ant  h i l l  has  a  labyr inth of  tunnels  unseen was fasc inat ing.  Our  school  
does a  lot  to  support  hedgehogs and so  decided to  incorporate  a  hedgehog 
house under the ant  h i l l .  

They used loppers  to  c lear  the vegetat ion at  the back to  enable  the wi l low 
canes to  stand upr ight,  they used a  saw to  enlarge the entrance to  the 
hedgehog house and secateurs  to  cut  through the ch icken wire.  The favour ite  
part  was actual ly  putt ing the compost  over  the structure and p lant ing i t  up  
and the group working as  a  team to  make their  garden.

They a lso  included a  bug house 
close by and used p lants  that  
would  attract  bees and 
butterf l ies .  

Each week the boys would  invite  
someone f rom their  c lass  to  help  
bui ld  the garden.  They grew 
peas,  mar igolds,  nasturt iums,  
sunf lowers,  rocket  and pansies.  
They got  some marjoram from 
someone who had a  lot  in  their  
garden and was happy to  d ig  
some up for  them. There were 
some wi ld  strawberr ies  growing 
in  the school  garden so  they 
t ransplanted some of  those too.

The ch i ldren had the opportunity  
to  learn  how to  use a  var iety  of  
tools .  



A hedgehog home we a lready had in  the school  garden was reposit ioned.  I t  had 
not  been used last  year  and when we looked at  the entrance,  we found that  the 
entrance was not  b ig  enough (entrance should  be 13cm x 13cm) so  we used a  saw 
and increased the s ize  of  the opening,  f ingers  crossed i t  wi l l  now attract  a  
hedgehog.  To make sure the hedgehog house is  protected f rom water  a  b i t  of  
waterproof  sheet ing,  that  Mrs Carder  found d iscarded by bui lders  who had been 
re-roof ing a  house near  to  her  home,  was p laced over  the hedgehog house.

To make the h i l l  some old  ch icken 
wire  was cut  and bent  into  a  
dome shape over  the hedgehog 
house.  We thought i t  would  hold  
the compost  and p lant  roots  
could  grow through the mesh.Old
bread baskets  were p laced a long 
the s ide of  the structure to  help  
hold  in  the compost  whi le  we 
bui l t  the shape.  They were then 
removed and replaced with  o ld  
br icks  and wood f rom a broken 
p lanter  which  would  hopeful ly 
provide areas  for  min ibeasts  to  
h ide.

Wi l low canes that  had been of f  
cuts  f rom a wi l low arch  were 
used for  the back of  the garden 
structure,  they were t ied  
together  us ing an  o ld  p iece of  
bunt ing tape.  Hopeful ly  the peas 
wi l l  grow up them.We have had a  
lot  of  i ssues with  s lugs,  which  are  
I  suppose food for  our  
hedgehogs!



H e a t h ha l l P r i m a r y

We have a  sp ider ’s  web themed c l imbing space for  sweet  peas made f rom 
wool .  We have woven b ird  houses which  we found and a  st ick and wool  teepee 
for  c l imbing tomatoes.  We made a  log p i le  s imi lar  to  the ones you would  f ind  
created by insects .

The rock pond,  log p i les  and 
f lowering p lants  make our  garden 
attract ive  to  insects  and wi ld l i fe .  We 
a lready have wood l ice ,  caterp i l lars  
and bees v is i t ing the garden.

We enjoyed bui ld ing the garden and 
seeing th ings  grow.  We were 
surpr ised how quickly  th ings  grew 
and f lowered. We have used 
creat iv i ty  ski l l s  and adapted as  we 
have gone a long.  We have learned 
what  p lants  wi l l  grow and what  wi l l  
st ruggle  in  the school  grounds and 
when they should  be put  outs ide.  

We have worked as  a  team and shared ideas.  We have ch ives,  pars ley,  chocolate  
mint  and strawberr ies  and other  herbs in  pots .  Tomato p lants  and beetroot  are  in  
the tyre.  Unfortunately  our  courgettes,  squash and chard  were eaten by s lugs.  

We have a  water ing system made f rom donated gutters  and the p lanters  have 
been used in  our  school  garden for  years .  The local  garden centre  donated seeds 
and burst  bags  of  compost .



We faced the chal lenge of  s lugs  and snai ls  eat ing lots  of  our  p lants .  Some 
seeds d idn’t  grow l ike  we expected them to and we had to  adapt  our  design  
and expectat ions.  

We decided not  to  add the roof  f rom our  design  because the garden was 
drying out  quickly  and hoped the ra in  would  help  i t  to  grow.  

We tr ied  save some of  the p lants  by putt ing mint  in  which  s lugs  don’t  l ike.

Our garden wi l l  remain  in  p lace over  the summer hol idays  to  help  wi ld l i fe  
and we hope to  have more f lowers  and food when we get  back to  school .  
We wi l l  compost  p lants  when they have d ied away in  winter  and add 
seasonal  vegetables  at  the end of  summer.  

We are  p lanning to  ask the nursery next  door  to  help  us  look af ter  the 
garden.  We would  l ike  to  expand the garden to  include more food.



H o u sto n  P r i m a r y

We (Pr imary 6)  worked with  our  Nursery to  br ing the pocket  garden to  l i fe .  We 
adapted our  or ig inal  p lan  to  f i t  the scale  of  the project  and ideas col lected 
f rom al l  of  our  pupi ls  in  school  and nursery. Our  garden represents  human and 
nature’s  engineers  together:  We used a  man -made tyre  to  represent the world ,  
a  wooden b lock representing a  skyscraper  (bug)  hotel ,  b iodegradable  p last ic  
tubing for  factory towers  (with  t rees  growing out  f rom them – which we wi l l  
protect  and move when they get  larger)  and tubing to  represent  a  nuclear  
tower/geothermal  tower.  

We used b locks  of  wood to  encourage bugs  to  v is i t  and l ive  in .  A  fami ly  of  
sp iders  have moved into  our  hote l  a l ready. We hope to  see more bugs and 
nature’s  engineers  v is i t  and stay. Our favour ite  parts  were watching our  p lants  
grow f rom seeds,  watch ing and looking for  bugs  v is i t ing  our  garden,  spending 
t ime with  the nursery  and bui ld ing our  pocket  garden.



We tr ied  to  get  as  many p lants ,  baby t rees  and vegetables  as  we could  f rom 
around the world  that  would  grow in  our  c l imate.  Our  poppies  d id  not  grow 
unfortunately.  We used an o ld  log for  fungi  growth and bugs to  stay.  

We used wood ch ippings  sourced f rom local  community  t rees/group to  protect  
our  garden f rom heat ,  reta in  moisture  and camouf lage aspects  f rom predators  
to  make a  safe  home for  natures  engineers  (bugs)  and to  protect  our  p lants  
and vegetables.  We added some stones underneath the woodchip  and a  p lace 
for  Hedgehogs to  stay too.



K i l le r mo n t  P r i m a r y

2 0 2 4  W i l d l i fe  G a r d e n ing  t h e me  w i n n e r

P7A chose to  enhance an area of  our  school  grounds to  promote b iodivers i ty.  
There is  an  area of  grass  that  is  regular ly  water logged - the so lut ion?- a  BOG 
GARDEN! Our P7 pupi ls  got  hard  to  work researching the best  p lants  to  
include as  wel l  as  design ing how the garden might  look.

The Wi ld  Wet lands Trust  had insp ir ing v ideos to  h igh l ight  how our  
communit ies  can make a  b ig  d i f ference to  mit igat ing for  c l imate change 
through drainpipe gardens as  wel l  as  promot ing b iodivers i ty  by the inclus ion of  
a  smal l  container  pond.

Once we knew there was a  pond involved,  we looked at  Nature’s  Engineers  and 
i t  was unanimous to  include beavers  and their  incredib le  ab i l i t ies  to  shape 
mini  eco systems,  into  our  design  insp irat ion.  Beaver  lodges would  be created 
f rom twigs  and st icks ,  barks  and pebbles…our local  insects  would  love these!  
Plus,  we are  hopeful  that  amphib ian f r iends might  l ike  our  new water  feature.



The d igging began.  In  h igh sp ir i ts  and fu l l  s inging voice,  P7s dug a  hole  together.  I t  
was hard  work to  get  through the compacted soi l .  We p icked out  b ig  stones and 
rubble  and washed them up to  look n ice  at  the edges of  our  feature as  wel l  as  
provide stepping stones for  v is i t ing creatures  to  get  in  and out  of  the pond – a 
must  have i f  you do become inspired to  add a  l i t t le  container  pond to  your  own 
garden.

Plant ing up!  We wrote letters  to  our  local  garden centres  and got  the 
message out  to  parents/carers  and neighbours  about  the help  we needed in  
sourcing p lants .  We had some fabulous donat ions as  people  were busy 
t idying up their  gardens for  Spr ing.  A  fa l len,  uprooted buddle ia  was cut  
into  sect ions and with  i ts  natural  twists  and curves,  became the outer  edge 
of  our  garden as  wel l  as  being used to  bui ld  some height  and provide yet  
another  access  point  to  our  l i t t le  pond.  We love the look of  th is  wood and 
hope the insects  enjoy i t  as  i t  rots  away over  coming years .

A huge,  pruned grass  was donated.  We p lanted i t  next  to  our  pocket  garden 
as many creatures wi l l  love h id ing away with in  i ts  cover  as  i t  regrows.  Our  
i r i s  i s  not  the yel low f lag i r is  we had p lanned for  but  we have bog area 
seeds that  wi l l  hopefu l ly  come on for  next  year  that  include these.  We kept  
these i r is  rh izomes towards the edge of  our  garden as  they may not  love 
the boggy condit ions just  as  much as  the yel low f lag i r is  wi l l .  The leaves 
look lovely  st icking up through p lant ing but  sadly  no f lowering as  
yet…f ingers  crossed for  next  year .  Our  l i t t le  cutt ings  of  ground cover ing 
plants  l ike  ast i lbe  have real ly  loved the condit ions and have establ ished 
very wel l .F inal ly ,  we added our  art ist ic  touches by paint ing some of  the 
reused decking b locks  f rom our  industr ia l  waste  p ick up.  We painted and 
varnished these to  let  them last  a  b it  longer.The idea is  that  now other  
classes  can add other  l i t t le  pocket  gardens around the area and together  
we can make a  beaut i ful  area that  benef i ts  wi ld l i fe .  As  we move up to  h igh  
school  af ter  the summer,  P7A are  over  the moon to  be able  to  leave our  
l i t t le  Pocket  Garden oasis  for  the benef i t  of  our  community  and our  local  
eco-system.

At  a  local  industr ia l  s i te ,  they had waste  of  th ick p last ic  tarpaul in and b ig  sect ions 
of  p ipes.  We d id  not  want  to  see th is  thrown away and reused the tarpaul in as  a  
l iner  for  our  bog garden.  We p ierced some holes  so  that  i t  would  not  permanent ly  
hold  water ,  but  i t  would  be s low drain ing.  We had a  lot  of  ra in  that  n ight  and at  
p layt ime the next  day,  we were del ighted to  see our  f i rst ,  inquis i t ive  v is i tors .  Two 
ducks  were invest igat ing th is  new area!

We hadn’t  even added our  pond (but  we were busy col lect ing up the precious 
ra inwater  to  f i l l  our  pond in  coming days) .  Our  bog garden has  g iven us  a  new 
appreciat ion for  ra iny,  ra iny days  as  we know our  garden wi l l  be  p leased!



A huge,  pruned grass  was donated.  We p lanted i t  next  to  our  pocket  garden 
as  many creatures  wi l l  love h id ing away with in  i ts  cover  as  i t  regrows.  Our  
i r is  i s  not  the yel low f lag i r is  we had p lanned for  but  we have bog area 
seeds that  wi l l  hopefu l ly  come on for  next  year  that  include these.  We kept  
these i r is  rh izomes towards the edge of  our  garden as  they may not  love 
the boggy condit ions just  as  much as  the yel low f lag i r is  wi l l .  

Our  l i t t le  cutt ings  of  ground cover ing p lants  l ike  ast i lbe  have real ly  loved 
the condit ions and have establ ished very wel l .

F inal ly ,  we added our  art ist ic  touches by paint ing some of  the reused 
decking b locks  f rom our  industria l  waste p ick up.  We painted and varnished 
these to  let  them last  a  b i t  longer.

The idea is  that  now other  c lasses  can add other  l i t t le  pocket  gardens 
around the area and together  we can make a  beaut i ful  area that  benef i ts  
wi ld l i fe .  As  we move up to  h igh  school  af ter  the summer,  P7A are  over  the 
moon to  be able  to  leave our  l i t t le  Pocket  Garden oasis  for  the benef i t  of  
our  community  and our  local  eco -system.



L e v e r h ulme  M e m o r ia l  P r i m a r y  P 1 - 3

1 s t  i n  ' M y  f a v o u r i te  P o c k e t  G a r d e n '  p u b l i c  v o t e

We l ive  on the Is le  of  Harr is .  Harr is  has  beaut i ful  beaches and machair  
wi ldf lowers.  We l ike  the story of  Beataidh Banr igh (Super-Bee)  by T iree 
Pr imary School  ch i ldren. The story is  to ld  in  both  Gàidhl ig  and Engl ish .  We 
have both  Gàidhl ig  and Engl ish  in  our  school  too.  Beataidh is  one of  the rarest  
bees,  the Great  Yel low Bumblebee who l ives  amongst  the Machair  wi ldf lowers,  
on an is land just  l ike  ours.  Bees are  amazing nature’s  engineers  and love 
Machair  f lowers  and p lants ,  so  we thought our  pocket  garden could  be a  min i  
machair  to  attract  a  Beataidh ,  bees and other  insects  into  our  school  garden.



We did  a  community roadside 
and a  beach c lean -up and 
recycled a  pal let  f rom a local  
crofter ,  an  o ld  Barbie  dol l ,  
p last ic  bott les  and used 
dr i f twood to  bui ld  our  bug 
hotels .  When we were on the 
beach,  we found seaweed.  I t ’s  
a very good fert i l i zer.  Lots  of  
crofters  on Harr is  put  i t  on  
their  potato patch.

We approached Temple Col lect ive,  a  local  business,  for  support  with  the project .  
We chose Temple as  they make products  us ing machair  f lowers.  Their  website  
says  they use Organic  and regenerat ive  farming pract ices.  Temple k indly  let  us  
use an  area in  their  greenhouse and helped us  learn  a l l  about  the organic  
techniques they use.  We got  lots  of  support  f rom Matt .  He helped us  choose the 
seeds to  grow some edib le  p lants  and f lowers  that  are  found on the machair .  

When we v is i ted  the greenhouse,  i t  was so  excit ing to  see l i t t le  green shoots  
appear ing and we repotted them to g ive our  seedl ings  more space to  grow. Not  
al l  the p lants  survived,  and some machair  f lowers  are  not  ready to  be in  the 
garden,  but  lucki ly  we p lanted more than enough to  get  p lants  which  bees and 
humans can eat .  We have Marigold ,  yarrow,  nasturt ium,  radish,  broad bean,  
potatoes,  thr i f t ,  ka le ,  broccol i ,  mixed sa lad  and mizuna.



While  we waited for  the p lants  to  grow,  we painted the pal let  with  an  
is land scene l ike  in  the story.  We painted bee pebbles  too.  We a lso  learnt  
how to  use saws to  cut  bamboo and wi l low (That  was hard  work!)  We a lso  
used dr i l l s ,  hammers and nai ls  to  bui ld  our  bug hotels .

We got  an area in  the school  garden ready for  the p lants.  We put  down 
cardboard to  keep the weeds and grass  away and then covered i t  in  peat  
f ree compost .  Matt  te l ls  us  th is  technique means you have health ier  so i l  
compared to  d igging.

As we learnt  so  many new ski l l s ,  everyone has  a  d i f ferent part  they 
enjoyed,  but  we a l l  loved br inging i t  a l l  together  in  the garden.  I t  was so  
excit ing to  see i t  come to  l i fe .  We even had a  bee v is i t  whi le  we were 
p lant ing! Our  Eco-committee wi l l  cont inue to  care  and upkeep our  garden.

The project  has  led  to  lots  of  exci t ing act iv i t ies  too.  We made machair  
f lower soap and l ip  balms with  Carol ine f rom Temple.  We also  had a  local  
Art ist  Marigold  Wi l l iams help  us  make machair  f lower  lampshades. .



L e v e r h ulme  M e m o r ia l  P r i m a r y  P 4 - 7

3 r d i n  ' M y  f a v o u r i te  P o c k e t  G a r d e n'  p u b l i c  v o t e

We l ive  on the Is le  of  Harr is .  Harr is  i s  known for  i t ’s  beaut i ful  beaches,  
machair  wi ldf lowers  and the famous Harr is  Tweed or  Clò Mhòr as we know i t  in  
Gàidhl ig . When we thought of  Nature’s  weavers,  i t  made us  th ink of  the Harr is  
Tweed weavers  who have been part  of  our  her i tage and cu lture  for  over  a  
century.  Some of  our  f r iends,  fami ly  and parents  weave Harr is  Tweed so th is  
insp ired us  to  th inking of  creat ing a  Harr is  Tweed Loom Pocket  Garden.

We packed the back of  our  pal let  with  lef tover  wi l low,  dr i f twood,  stones and 
grass  for  our  bug hotel .  We have a l l  en joyed th is  project .  I t  has  a l lowed us  to  
make l inks  with  several  people  in  our  local  community.  We have enjoyed our  
t r ips  to  the beach,  the polytunnel  and having v is i tors  into  the school  to  teach us  
new ski l l s .  A  lot  has  been tr ia l  and error  which  has  been a  va luable  lesson too.  



We used lef tover  cof fee beans f rom a 
local  organic  cafe  and sand to  spread 
around the c ircumference of  the 
garden as  s lugs  and snai ls  don’t  l ike  
coarse mater ia ls .  The pocket  garden 
is  dug stra ight  into  the so i l ,  current ly  
there is  grass  so  wi l l  use  no -d ig  
gardening technique where we put  
down cardboard and 6  inches of  peat  
f ree compost .  Th is  technique has  
been shown to  improve so i l  health  
compared to  d igging.

Bird  houses!  We had or ig inal ly  thought about  making wooden b ird  houses us ing 
dr i f twood.  We were advised to  th ink about  creat ing a  vers ion of  a  weaver  b ird 's  
nest  us ing ch icken wire  and grass ,  st raw,  or  st r ing.  We knew just  the people  to  
ask to  help  us.  We got  in  touch with  another  local  business,  Croft  36.  Steve and 
h is  son F in lay came into  school  with  f reshly  cut  wi l low and taught us  a l l  how to  
make a  weaver’s  b ird  nests .  I t  was quite  t r icky but  great  to  learn  a  new ski l l .  
We real ly  hope that  the b irds  wi l l  come to  the nests  that  we have made for  
them. We th ink that  they look amazing and more susta inable. .

We vis i ted  the poly  tunnel  in  Northton to p lant  our  seeds.  We kept  v is i t ing the 
poly  tunnel  to  check on our  p lants  and to  repot  them once they started 
growing.  We p lanted a  var iety  of  p lants  and f lowers.  Some grew but  others  not  
so much.



We planted a  garden of  f lowers  and vegetables,  a l l  ed ib le
• Pot  Marigold  to  br ing v ibrant ye l lows,  a  fantast ic  p lant  that  has  edib le  petals  
great  to  add colour  to  sa lads  and the more you p ick the f lower  heads the more 
they grow back.
• Nasturt ium a p lant  where a l l  leaves and f lowers  and seeds are  edib le .  Th is  g ives  
the pocket  garden some height  in  a  smal l  p lot  where i t  wi l l  grow along upcycled 
f ish ing nets .
• Chamomile  th is  wi l l  of fer  t ints  of  white  and yel low amongst  the green tartan 
and can p icked to  make tea with
• Kale  wi l l  provide the greens to  the tartan
• Radish  can provide a  d i f ferent  shades of  green to  the tartan
• Broad Beans - a long with  the nasturt ium wi l l  be  grown up the upcycled f ish ing 
nets .
• Lol lo  Rosso wi l l  provide reds and can help  g ive  d ist inct ive  l ines  in  the pattern.
•  Mustard  leaves of fer ing more colour  and edib le  opt ions.
•  Sp inach us ing perpetual  sp inach th is  cut  and come again  vegetable  wi l l  be  
perfect ly  ready for  May.
• Swiss  chard  th is  mult ico loured p lant  wi l l  add more fantast ic  co lour  to  the 
garden.

We had to  d ig  lots!  F i rst  we had to  th ink carefu l ly  about  the locat ion of  our  
pocket  garden.  I t  had to  be s i tuated somewhere sheltered that  a lso  got  the sun.  
Once we decided on i t ’s  locat ion we measured out  the area to  d ig  and turn  over  
the soi l  and added compost  to  the s i te .  

Final ly  we added the cardboard on top to  supress  the weeds.  We had to  put  b ig  
stones on i t  to  make sure the wind d idn’t  b low i t  away.  We had p lanned to  anchor  
the loom with  two fence posts  to  support  to  the structure.  We started d igging 2  
holes  however  d isaster  st ruck.  We h it  rock bottom. We had to  d ig  the length  
between the 2  holes  in  order  to  see i f  i t  was one massive  rock on the bottom or  
just  lots  of  smal ler  rocks.  

The th inking cap went  back on and then we decided to  use the t rench that  we 
now had and we p laced pal let  into  i t .  We bur ied the bottom into the ground to  
secure i t . !



Once Harr is  Tweed is  f in ished on the loom it  i s  very st i f f  and the weave is  
quite  loose.  Tradit ional ly ,  groups of  women would  “Waulk the tweed”.  Th is  
would  involve soaking the tweed and beat ing i t  rhythmical ly  to  shr ink and 
soften i t .  They would  s ing as  they were waulking the tweed and i t  was a  
sociable  t ime for  the lad ies.

Our design  includes 2  designer  Barbies,  dressed in  handmade tweed outf i ts  
made f rom offcuts  of  local  tweed.  They can be seen at  the f ront  of  the 
loom waulking the tweed.

A local  f i sherman kindly  donated a  brand -new long p iece of  real ly  good 
rope.  We col lected more rope,  dr i f twood and other  b its  and bobs for  the 
bug hotel  when we d id  a  beach c lean up on Northton Beach.  That  was very 
successfu l .  We used the rope and seashel ls  co l lected to  upcycle  p lant  pots  
that  we used for  some of  our  p lants .  

We chose Lord  Leverhulme to be our  weaver.  He owned our  v i l lage  around 
100 years  ago and our  school  i s  named after  h im.  We used an o ld  footbal l  
to  create  h is  head and a  p lant  pot  for  h is  hat .  He was a lso  known as  the 
Soapman with  h is  company Sunl ight  soap.  



L i n n v a le P r i m a ry

Our garden is  on  the s i te  of  our  previous pocket  garden to  mainta in  the ‘no 
d ig ’  ph i losophy of  gardening - we recycled the o lder ,  top cover ing of  compost  
to  our  bug hotel  and then topped up with  newer compost .  Th is  meant  that  we 
a lready have mi l l ipedes and worms in  the p lot!  

We have p lanted our  lettuce seedl ings  and pea seedl ings  as  wel l  as  bas i l  and 
pars ley so  we can enjoy green sa lads f rom our  garden later  in  summer. At  the 
back of  the garden,  there are  two sunf lower seedl ings.  We have a lso  added 
amaranthus seedl ings  that  P4/5 donated as  they are  growing them for  the RHS 
‘Grow With  I t ’  project .  Their  var iegated fo l iage has  added interest  and instant  
colour  to  our  bed as  wel l  as  the p lant  having edib le  seeds that  can be cooked 
and eaten.  

We also  saved the ch ives  p lant  f rom last  year ’s  garden and used i t  in  th is  one!

Our jan itor  came and helped with  the sawing of  the pal let  as  i t  was hard  
going! We then added the b ird  house that  we had bui l t  at  the start  of  the year  
and made a  pond us ing a  smal l  bowl  and surrounded i t  with  stones and rott ing 
bark-one p iece made a  n ice  br idge feature!

We f i l led  between the s lats  of  the pal let  with  st icks ,  stones and p inecones to  
encourage more wi ld l i fe  and we found a  toad nest l ing in  the grass ,  so  we are  
excited to  see i f  i t  takes  up res idence in  among our  garden’s  bug house area!



We have learned that  our  seeds germinate better  in  school  than out  in  our  
polytunnel  but  once they have grown they thr ive  out  at  the polytunnel  as  long 
as we water  them regular ly  and i t  doesn’t  get  too hot  over  the weekends.

Our favour ite  part  of  the garden is  the l i t t le  path  and pond as  i t  looks  l ike  is  
has  come from a min iature world ,  i t  i s  there to  provide water  for  our  bees.  We 
now know that  we need to  add pebbles  in  the water  so  the bees don’t  get  
water logged.

Our  garden wi l l  remain  there unt i l  next  year  as  i t  g ives  us  a  chance to  
watch the sunf lowers  grown and come into  fu l l  b loom and a lso  i t  of fers  the 
min ibeasts  a  safe  home.



P a r k  P r i m a r y

We asked permiss ion to  create  and showcase our  design  at  the Wimpy 
Community  Park,  and we were fortunate enough to  be g i f ted a  large,  ra ised 
bed.  Th is  meant  we were able  to  use the structure to  create  an  o ld  ra i lway 
wagon. It  a lso  meant  ownership  of  the design  was shared between the Eco 
Crew,  fami l ies  and wider  community.  

We used natural  resources  that  re ly  on nature to  survive  for  example:  
pol l inat ion of  crops.  Th is  would  have been v is ib le  when bees and butterf l ies  
would  feed f rom bar ley,  hops,  and tomato p lants .  

The Ear l  of  Mar  created a  wagonway to  br ing coal  f rom the p its  down to  the 
harbour.  Our  school  stands in  h is  estate  and the g iant  sp ired entrance p i l lars ,  
which  he erected back in  1766,  are  repl icated in  our  Pocket  Garden as  c lay b ird  
houses. Engineer ing was the thought process  behind how we have come to  
know and learn  about  Al loa that  the pupi ls  have found except ional ly  
interest ing.



One downside was that  we cannot  be overseeing the garden a l l  of  the t ime 
and a lthough the community  have a l l  pu l led  together ,  we have 
unfortunately been the v ict ims of  vandal ism.  We have had to  rebui ld  our  
creat ions 4  t imes now due to  theft  and abuse of  the resources  used on 
d isp lay.  But  we have persevered.   The Wimpy Park committee who oversee 
the day to  day running of  the park want  to  use our  design  as  a  key feature 
in  the park for  v is i tors  to  see.  

The ch i ldren researched recipes  and have even tr ied  soup that  contains  
bar ley.  

The favour ite  part  for  a l l  of  us  involved was,  to  witness  i t  coming together.  I t  
was especia l ly  heart -warming to  see o lder  people  comment  on i t  and i t  helped 
them to recal l  l i fe  back in  the day.



R a p l o c h  C o m m u n ity  C a m p u s

Natures  Engineers:  We ran two ra iny day nest  bui ld ing workshops where 
ch i ldren t r ied  to  bui ld  their  own nests  f rom natural  mater ia ls .  I t  was not  easy 
and we learned what  amazing engineers  b irds  are!  One of  the nests  was put  in  
our  Pocket  Garden as  i ts  very own habitat  for  min ibeasts .

We used some human engineer ing in  the form of  our  Pocket  Wal lace 
Monument to  add height  to  our  garden and use as  a  f rame for  c l imbing p lants ,  
and tra i l ing p lants  too. We a lso  created a  twig  p i le  for  insects  and a  pebble  
p i le  by our  min i  pond for  insects  and newts i f  we are  lucky!

WE learned so  much!  Highl ights  include:Growing from seed,  natures  
engineers,  butterf ly  and f rog l i fecycles ,  how to  support  wi ld l i fe  through 
gardening,  how to  grow our  own food.  Also  we a l l  exper ienced how 
gardening and being in  nature can help  you feel  better .  Chi ldren enjoyed 
recording how everyone fe l t  f rom 1 – 10 before gardening and then again  
af ter  gardening.  Every week i t  was c lear ,  everyone fe l t  better  and happier  
af ter  gardening together.



Favour ite  part  of  creat ing the garden? Everyone had d i f ferent aspects  they 
l ike  best ,  but  overal l  I  th ink i t  would  be volunteers  and the ch i ldren f rom 3 
d i f ferent schools  a l l  learn ing and working together  to  create  a  beaut i ful ,  
nature boost ing garden.  The ju ice  and b iscu its  donated by one of  our  
volunteers  every week were a lways a  h it  too!   

Wild l i fe  Fr iendly  We were very excited to  create  the school ’s  f i rst  ever  min i  
pond.  We included mud,  gravel  and stones so  insects  and b irds  could  safe ly  use 
the pond and included dragonf ly  perches by the pond.  We included a  b ird  box 
donated by a  volunteer  to  go with  our  b irds  nest .  We a lso  made our  own bee 
house out  of  a  recycled p last ic  bott le  and garden canes.

We a lso  were very lucky to  work with  Al ice  f rom Butterf ly  Conservat ion 
Scot land who donated many butterf ly  and caterp i l lar  loving p lants  including 
b irds  foot  t refo i l ,  gar l ic  mustard,  lesser  knapweed,  cowsl ip  and scabious.  We 
a lso  added caterp i l lar  loving nasturt iums to  t ra i l ,  and lavender  for  the bees to  
enjoy,  with  the ch i ldren p lanning to  harvest  later  in  the year  for  lavender  bags.  



R e d w e l l  P r i m a r y

2 n d  i n  ' M y  f a v o u r i t e  P o c k e t  G a r d e n '  p u b l i c  v o t e

P3 at  Redwel l  have been very busy bees,  us ing the engineer ing design  cycle  to  
research,  imagine,  p lan,  create  and adapt  our  Pocket  Garden. P3 learned that  
engineers  work in  teams and communicate  with  each other  to  so lve  problems 
and so  our  pocket  garden ref lects  the ways in  which  bees do the same.

In  a  bee colony,  d i f ferent  bees have d i f ferent jobs:  the queen bee lays  the 
eggs,  drones fert i l i se  the eggs  and worker  bees c lean the h ive  and col lect  
pol len  and nectar . When a  worker  bee f inds  a  good source of  food,  she wi l l  do 
a  waggle  dance to  communicate  to  other  bees where i t  i s . Bees so lve  
problems every day too – did  you know that  some bees wi l l  fan  the h ive  with  
their  wings  i f  i t  gets  too warm?

Bees a lso  love to  eat  nectar  f rom wi ld  f lowers,  and we have speedwel l ,  
creeping c inquefoi l ,  buttercups,  dais ies ,  c lover  and orange hawkweed in  
our  Bee Cafe.  

A l l  our  p lants  were found in  the school  grounds or  donated to  us  by 
members  of  our  school  community.  I f  our  bees get  th irsty,  they can stop of f  
at  the bee bath  for  a  quick dr ink and we a lso  have a  bee hotel  for  so l i tary  
bees to  stay in .



The ch i ldren have learned how to  safe ly  saw,  g lue,  weave,  d ig ,  paint  and p lant  
to  create  the f in ished garden.  They used their  knowledge of  magnets  to  create  
our  dancing bee!

Our  local  Garden Centre  generously  donated sage,  mint ,  thyme and lavender  
and we a lso  have strawberr ies ,  beans,  b lackberr ies ,  and carrots ,  a l l  of  which  
re ly  on bees for  pol l inat ion.  The grandpa of  one of  our  pupi ls  very k indly  made 
the s igns  especia l ly  for  our  garden.

The garden wi l l  cont inue to  be integrated into  learn ing exper iences in  our  
school  as  i t  grows and changes over  the seasons. We are  looking forward 
to  t ry ing some tasty  strawberr ies ,  b lackberr ies ,  beans and carrots  later  th is  
year!



R e p h ad  P r i m a r y

2 0 2 4   F o o d  f o r  P e o p le  t h e me w i n n er

Nature’s  engineers  have been represented in  our  pocket  garden in  several  
ways.  F i rst ly ,  the structure around the garden is  constructed l ike  a  Beaver  
would  bui ld  a  dam, only  we have used i t  to  f rame the pocket  garden.  The 
ra ised c i rcu lar  bed in  the middle  of  the garden is  insp ired by a  b ird ’s  nest ,  and 
we have decorated our  garden with  cocoons insp ired by caterp i l lars  making 
their  t ransit ional  home and have copied the idea of  sp ider 's  webs to  create  a  
f rame for  our  peas to  grow up.

There have been so  many lessons to  learn  in  the creat ion of  th is  pocket  
garden.  The f i rst  i s  that  t ime goes much quicker  than you could  ever  imagine!  
The second is  that  ch i ldren have such wonderful  imaginat ions,  and we should  
embrace that .  Th ird ly,  i t  i s  d i f f icu lt  to  get  your  p lants  to  a  good matur i ty  in  a  
short  t ime.  Fourth ly,  i t  i s  great  to  have f r iends with  a  polytunnel  who are  
wi l l ing to  help  out  in  the hol idays  with  your  precious seedl ings! .



Our gardening c lub has  only  been running for  just  over  a  year ,  and we are  a l l  
learn ing f rom each other .  I t  has  been good fun to  be involved in  th is  pocket  
garden compet it ion,  as  i t  has  g iven us  a  focus for  some of  our  act iv i t ies .  We 
only  meet  once a  week for  just  over  an  hour,  so  we feel  very proud of  what  the 
ch i ldren have been able  to  achieve.  

The compet it ion  encouraged us  to  start  the c lub up ear l ier  than we would  have 
otherwise  done so  th is  year ,  which  has  been real ly  posit ive  in  many ways,  not  
least  making us  real ise  we would  real ly  l ike  to  have a  polytunnel  of  our  own.



S k y p o in t S c h o o l  A S N

The ch i ldren had lots  of  great  fun th is  year  on our  garden and we have got  
some of  our  best  p lants  together  to  put  in  our  wheelbarrow.  Some th ings  in  
the wheelbarrow are  strawberry and gooseberry p lants ,  green beans,  se lect ion 
of  f lowers  and our  ch i l l i  pepper  p lant . We have managed to  use some a lready 
for  our  cooking c lass .  

Also on our  wheelbarrow is  our  b ird  house,  b ird  feeder  and our  beaver  pushing 
his  wheelbarrow to  the dam. And a  nod to  our  t rout  that  we reared in  January.

.



Designing a  new garden has  been thoroughly enjoyed by a l l  pupi ls ,  as  we have 
to  cont inue to  f ind  creat ive  ways in  order  to  p lant  and grow produce.

Unfortunately  we don't  have a  secure garden area at  our  school ,  there can be 
a  lot  of  ant isocia l  behaviour local ly ,  so  to  avoid  d isappointment ,  the young 
people  came up with  the excel lent  idea a  few years  ago of  us ing 
a wheelbarrow.  

We sourced an abandoned wheelbarrow,  recycled i t  and repainted i t  in  
ant ic ipat ion of  p lant ing our  garden.  We wi l l  be  able  to  move th is  to  a  secure 
space at  the weekends.  Th is  has  been loved and reused by us  for  3  years  now 
and the ch i ldren take great  pr ide in  re invent ing i t  each year .



S t  A n d re w ' s  P r i m a r y  P 1 - 3

Having studied Mini  –Beasts  as  a  sc ience topic ,  P3  were keen to  make their  
garden a l l  about  bugs.  When they d iscussed engineer ing in  nature (part icu lar ly  
insects)  butterf l ies  were the most  popular choice,  as  the pupi ls  were 
fasc inated with  metamorphosis .

They decided to  d iv ide their  garden into  3  ‘zones’  one for  each phase of  a  
butterf ly ’s  l i fe  cycle .  They researched the types of  p lants  that  caterpi l lars  and 
butterf l ies  l ike  and tr ied  to  include many of  them in  their  des ign.  They learned 
how caterp i l lars  eat  ferociously  and decided to  include lots  of  leafy  p lants  in  
their  garden for  caterp i l lars  to  enjoy.

P3 l iked  gett ing their  hands muddy when p lant ing their  f lower  seeds and 
then repott ing their  seedl ings.  They are  del ighted to  see how everyth ing 
has  grown and changed.

They love p laying in  the area near  their  garden and were del ighted to  see a  
bee and a  butterf ly  en joying the p lants  yesterday.  By adding some g lass  
stones  to  an  o ld  p last ic  p late  P3  made a  butterf ly  feeder ,  the  butterf l ies  
and bees  can  land safe ly  on  the stones  to  have a  rest  and dr ink.



The most  popular  feature in  the garden design  was the Caterp i l lar  Racetrack,  
pupi ls  were very excited to  make i t  f rom a donated bath  t i le  and some paint  
pens.  They were keen to  p lace lettuce at  the end of  the t rack for  the 
caterp i l lars  to  race towards and enjoy as  a  pr ize  at  the end of  their  race.  Their  
hand made caterp i l lars  make n ice  addit ions to  the t rack n  o ld  p last ic  p late  P3 
made a  butterf ly  feeder,  the butterf l ies  and bees can land safe ly  on the stones 
to  have a  rest  and dr ink.

Pupi ls  f rom P6 wrote to  local  garden stores  and were lucky enough to  
receive some beaut i ful  donat ions that  were shared between a l l  the c lasses.

So many e lements  of  th is  year ’s  garden were reused,  recycled or  
repurposed.  

Al l  the p lant  pots  were donated.  The pal lets  that  the garden has  been bui l t  
on were f rom last  year ’s  compet it ion. Pupi ls  repurposed a  pair  of  o ld  
t ights ,  stuf fed with  earth  and grass  seeds to  make hairy  caterp i l lars .  Old  
beads and p ipe c leaners  were used to  make l i t t le  caterp i l lars  to  h ide 
around the garden.  The t ree stump,  s lates  and br icks  were used to  add 
height  to  areas  of  the garden.



S t  A n d re w ' s  P r i m a r y  P 4 - 7

2 0 2 4  N a t u re ’ s  E n g in e er s  t h e me  w i n n er

Our ‘Burrow and Nest ’  garden is  insp ired by the natural  engineer ing found in  
Scott ish  Woodlands.  Pupi ls  in  P5 thought  about  the amazing bui lds  that  they 
see when they go for  a  walk in  the woods and tr ied  to  incorporate  them into 
their  garden.  They wanted to  focus on burrows,  nests  and sp ider  webs as  they 
th ink that  they show engineer ing at  i t s  best . The g iant  burrow and a  nest  
represent  their  favour ite  bui lds  in  nature.

Spider  webs were a lso  crocheted to  decorate  the area.  Pupi ls  were fasc inated 
to  learn  more about  nests  and were astounded by the huge var iety  of  nests  
that  are  bui l t .  They quickly  real ized how tr icky nests  are  to  construct  with  
hands let  a lone only  a  beak. In  the base of  the pal let  pupi l ’s  added twigs,  bark 
and p ine cones to  the d i f ferent sect ions to  create  a  bug hotel .  The woodl ice  
seem to love i t ,  they have a lready made i t  their  home.

The pocket  garden is  just  outs ide  the P5 c lassroom and they enjoy spott ing 
the dai ly  changes  and the wi ld l i fe  who v is i t .  As  wel l  as  the  cheeky squirre l  
pupi ls  have seen bees,  sparrows,  rob ins ,  magpies  and even a  g inger  cat .



Pupi ls  fe l t  that ,  g iven the s ize  l imits  of  their  garden,  i t  would  be best  to  bui ld  
the burrow ins ide the nest . P5 hope that  they have demonstrated s imi lar  
engineer ing ski l l s  to  the animals  that  they were insp ired by.  They were certa in ly  
exposed to  new ski l l s  such as  d igging and scu lpt ing with  mud,  weaving with  
twigs  and sp inning with  wool .  Th is  gave the opportunity  to  d iscuss  the ski l l  and 
precis ion required in  the animal  wor ld  to  make their  homes.

Almost  everyth ing in  the P5 garden has  been reused or  recycled.  The paddl ing 
pool  ( that  became the burrow and nest )  was  an  o ld  pet  pool  that  was donated.  
A l l  of  the  turf  and so i l  used to  construct  the  burrow came f rom emptying out  
the p lanters  f rom last  year  and f rom the grass  removed f rom the area used to  
create  space for  our  new f ru i t  t rees. Al l  of  the twigs  used to  form the nest  
were col lected f rom around our  school  grounds af ter  some storms ear l ier  in  
the year .



S t  D a v i d ' s  E L C

We used the Jack and the Beansta lk  story to  make d i f ferent  p laces  for  
wi ld l i fe . The beansta lk  in  the story becomes a  ladder  to  c l imb,  so  we are  
growing beans too. The g iant 's  cast le  is  a  nest  box and Jack's  house is  a  home 
for  so l i tary  bees.

We had a  week were parents  could  come in  and p lant  some seeds with  
their  ch i ldren,  One of  our  parents  who has a  pass ion for  p lant ing came in  
and ass isted the ch i ldren and staf f  to  p lant  whi lst  teaching us  what  they 
need to  grow and how to  care  for  them, Our  parents  and local  community  
donated most  of  our  resources  that  we used to  bui ld  our  garden,  One of  
the mentors  Jenny was extremely support ive  and donated seeds and p lants  
and soi l  to  help  start  grow or  garden.



Together  in  the ELC we have learnt  about  what  p lants  needs to  grow and how 
to  care  for  them, the importance of  having wi ld l i fe  f r iendly spaces and how to  
do th is ,  an imals  and the homes they l ive  in ,  the importance of  recycl ing and 
reusing mater ia ls ,  working together  as  a  team and with  the wider  community,  
and why p lant ing our  own food is  important .

The garden wi l l  be  a  garden for  ch i ldren to  access  as  i t  i s  in  the nursery garden 
which  ch i ldren can access  f reely  throughout the day.  We wi l l  cont inue to  care  
for  our  p lants  and watch them grow unt i l  we can harvest  them and support  
chi ldren to  fo l low recipes  in  the ki tchen to  make our  own snacks.



S t .  M a r k ' s  P r i m a r y

The ch i ldren in  Pr imary 5  des igned and created a  garden based on the idea of  a  
green c i ty  bu i l t  by  nature  to  l ink with  the 2024 theme - Nature’s  Engineers.

Our garden is  wi ld l i fe  f r iendly  as  i t  accommodates  bees,  butterf l ies ,  insects  
and b irds .  There  is  a  bug hote l ,  beehive  and b irdhouse.  The b lue f lowers  
f lowing through the middle  of  the  garden represent  a  r iver ,  which  comes up 
against  the  st icks  and stones.  Th is  part  of  the  garden was insp ired  by the 
engineer ing work of  a  beaver .

The wooden beehive was kindly  donated by a  Pr imary 5  pupi l .  We a lso  
received p lant  donat ions and peat  f ree so i l  f rom our  local  community  to  
help  br ing our  garden design  to  l i fe .  Our  garden includes the fo l lowing 
edib le  p lants:  st rawberr ies ,  thyme,  rocket ,  runner  beans and rosemary.

Our  favour ite  part  of  creat ing our  garden was working together  as  a  team, 
shar ing creat ive  ideas,  p lant ing,  decorat ing the garden and learn ing 
throughout the process.



We repurposed two donated pal lets  to  create  the structure of  our  garden.  The 
‘back wal l ’  inc ludes a  water  feature (recycled gutter ing) ,  beehives,  recycled 
milk bott les ,  p lant  pots ,  a  b ird  house and a  hanging basket . The ch i ldren 
painted stones with  i l lustrat ions of  d i f ferent  an imals  and insects  found in  
nature.  They a lso  created beehives  made of  recycled t ins  and scrap paper.

The garden is  something we wi l l  cont inue to  nurture and cher ish . We hope 
that  other  c lasses  in  our  school  wi l l  be  insp ired to  design  and bui ld  their  own 
Pocket  Garden in  the future,  as  the process  has been lots  of  fun for  a l l  
involved!



T u l l ia l la n P r i m a r y

Tul l ia l lan Eco Committee were insp ired by bees because they work hard  and 
they make hexagons a l l  day long to  store  their  honey in  so  we designed our  
garden in  hexagon shapes l ike  their  honeycomb.  We want  to  attract  more 
wi ld l i fe  l ike  bees and other  bugs to  our  p layground.

It  turns  out  hexagons are  not  easy to  make and i t  made us  th ink bees are  even 
more amazing.  We had to  do some di f ferent attempts to  get  p lanters  that  look 
l ike  hexagons.

We a lso  had to  learn  how to  t ie  knots  and work together  to  hang the bug 
hotels  up.

Now our  garden is  looking beaut i ful ,  i t ’s  not  a  secret  anymore - though we 
might  st i l l  ca l l  i t  our  “secret  garden” because i t ’s  h idden amongst  some 
t rees.  We wi l l  te l l  everyone in  our  school  community  about  i t ,  expla in  why 
i t  i s  important and our  gardening committee wi l l  he lp  to  mainta in  i t .  

We are  going to  share with  the whole  school  in  assembly.  We are  looking 
forward to  eat ing some of  the produce too!  



In  the middle  of  our  garden is  a  bee bowl  f i l led  with  pebbles  and water  
because we know bees need water  just  l ike  us.  We’ve a lso  p lanted some 
f lowers  which  we know bees wi l l  love l ike  our  dais ies  and lavender.

We have food for  bees and food for  pupi ls - we are  very excited that  our  
strawberry p lants  are  a lready beginning to  have berr ies  on them. One of  our  
committee suggested we make some rocks  look l ike  strawberr ies  which  deters  
b irds  f rom eat ing the f ru it .  We a lso  took some advice  f rom our  mentors  about  
the p lants  we or ig inal ly  wanted and instead p lanted nasturt ium, marigold  and 
cabbages which  are  a l l  ed ib le .  

These are  the ski l l s  we learned:  teamwork,  creat iv i ty ,  p lanning,  organis ing,  
problem solv ing and gardening.  

Our  local  community  supported us  by a  donat ion of  compost  f rom a farmer.  We 
th ink he is  real ly  k ind.  We a lso  got  bamboo donated and o ld  ju ice  bott les .  We 
p lan to  make cards  for  those people.



W h i n h i l l  P r i m a r y

We were intr igued by the t i t le  ‘Nature’s  Engineers’  and a l l  the more so  when 
we started looking at  a l l  the ways in  which  nature works.  We based our  garden 
on an osprey’s  nest ,  us ing branches f rom a shrub that  grows ( far  too 
prol i f ica l ly)  in  my garden and twigs  we gathered f rom round the school .

Our  idea was to  have a  t re l l i s  at  the back,  represent ing a  sp ider -web and to  
grow the beans and peas up i t .  Some of  the design team were very keen to  
have what  they ca l led  a  canopy over  the garden,  and that  evolved into  another  
web arched between two shrubs p lanted on each s ide of  the nest  and over  
which  the sweet -peas would  grow – they made th is  themselves.

We have a  l i t t le  b i rd-bath with  stones around represent ing a  penguin nest ,  
and we made toadstools  f rom recycled  bowls  and empty g lue-st icks  to  
i l lustrate  nature’s  way of  us ing br ight  co lours  to  ind icate  poison.

We put  together  the garden on a  rare  sunny day - and how lovely  to  hear  
the ch i ldren excla im in  del ight  when they saw a  bee landing on  one of  the  
sunf lowers.



We were able  to  use wood ch ippings  as  the base - ageing t rees  with in  our  
grounds had been fe l led  and the ch ippings  lef t  behind.

Our  favour ite  part  of  creat ing the garden was seeing the seeds a l l  growing so  
wel l .



173


	Slide 1: Pocket Garden Stories 2024
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38
	Slide 39
	Slide 40
	Slide 41
	Slide 42
	Slide 43
	Slide 44
	Slide 45
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53
	Slide 54
	Slide 55
	Slide 56
	Slide 57
	Slide 58
	Slide 59
	Slide 60
	Slide 61
	Slide 62
	Slide 63
	Slide 64

