Pokemon Dilemana?

Pokémon is possibly the most popular franchise in history to this day. Whether it's through
best-selling games, the iconic anime, awesome or... strange... manga, by creating stronger
forms, regional gimmicks, new evolutions or new regions, Pokémon continues to grow in
terms of content, fanbase and profit. | myself absolutely love the anime, as well as the
Pokémon: Adventures manga. | also play the trading card game and | also love the video
games too. But with all this success, Pokémon has got to be one of the world’s biggest
climate offenders. To keep the study under the 10s of thousands of words, I’'m going to focus
solely on the TCG (Trading Card Game) for this piece of writing. Without further ado, let’s
start a new Pokémon journey!

Let’s start with some facts: over 10.2 billion Pokémon cards were printed between March
2024-25.* That’s a lot of Pokémon cards, and demand for these
cards is higher than ever. Often the TCG turns into a “Speculative
stock market” with adults buying up all the stock, and leaving
nothing for children who are genuinely interested in the topic.* This
is an example of people putting profit over the planet.

Now, let’s look at what Pokémon cards are made of. Generally,
cards are made of cardstock or paperboard and actually have a
very thin layer of plastic inside, which helps distinguish real cards
from fake ones. Most Pokémon cards, however, can be recycled.
It's the packaging which can be a problem. The wrappers that the
cards come in are generally not accepted, as they are soft plastics. As well as this, many
people will simply not go to the effort, or not realise they can recycle many elements of the
TCG packaging, Pokemon card packaging
Including their plastic packaging.”™* This can lead to the cards taking up a serious amount of
landfill.

The Pokémon world championships is the go-to location for any aspiring Pokémon master.
The Pokémon world championships is where all of the
world’s best competitors in the Pokémon TCG and VCG
(Video Game Championships) gather. However the
environmental impact this event has is immense. In 2022
alone, over 8 million people watched the whole World
Championships in London online.*™ And, whilst many were
likely watching the infamous VGC, the TCG has almost as
many fans. Pokémon GO and Pokémon Unite also had
events there, however these are relatively niche, and have
fewer fans, meaning that the TCG contributes a significant
amount to the environmental crisis. Thousands of fans also
attended in person, which would have had serious travel
costs. There have been 190f these events officially, with a
20th coming up in 2026. This means that the true
The Pokémon World Championships Logo environmental cost of the world championships is repeated
every year.

*The Guardian
*BBC Newsround
***Climate Cultures.


https://www.theguardian.com/games/2025/dec/08/how-pokemon-cards-became-a-stock-market-for-millennials
https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/62593146
https://climatecultures.net/museum-of-the-anthropocene/material-culture-inside-the-museum/pokemon/#:~:text=Cards%20are%20bought%20in%20plastic,their%20creation%20in%20the%20beginning

Another point to consider is if Pokémon is doing anything to combat environmental costs.
Since the Pokémon Company International manufactures the cards, we can assume that a
proportion of Pokémon’s environmental efforts as a whole would be directed towards the
TCG. And there are some things that Pokémon does to reduce its environmental impacts.
For example, several key themes in the Pokémon games are placed there to promote
environmental awareness. Instead of traditional power plants, Pokémon now tends to place
wind farms or solar panels in their regions instead, to raise awareness of renewable energy.
Some Pokémon, such as Corsola, are shown to be struggling due to a changing climate in
the Pokémon game universe. Even the entire plot of the Pokémon: Ruby, Sapphire and
Emerald games, as well as their remakes Omega Ruby and Alpha Sapphire are about the
disastrous effects of two rival teams changing the climate. Admittedly, our Earth doesn’t have
three ancient beings capable of directly affecting the climate like Pokémon does, but it does
have us, and we seem to be spiralling towards an even more destructive event. However,
outside of their games, Pokémon doesn’t really do enough to reduce its impacts on our
climate. In short, | think Pokémon can do more to protect our climate.

But now the question is; What can they do? Well, one solution is directly linked to the TCG;
Packaging. We've already explored that Pokémon card packaging is terrible for the
environment, however what we haven’t mentioned yet is that most of this packaging is often
either unnecessary, or can be replaced with more eco-friendly materials. This means that the
TCG’s impacts could be significantly reduced. The manufacturing process for these cards
could be made better for the environment and production could be localised. As well as this,
Pokémon’s servers could be made more energy efficient.

So, in conclusion, Pokémon cards’ environmental impacts are high, and the company could
probably find better ways to reduce them. Of course, with such a popular product, from such
a big company, the environmental costs were always going to be high. What | didn’t realise,
however, was just how many ways it contributes. From plastic waste, to the World
Championships, there’s always more than meets the eye when it comes to saving the
environment.
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